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Cornell University Press is connecting our authors with academics and students in their disci-
plines. Authors who are participating in this initiative have indicated their willingness to speak 
to a class on the subject covered in their book (or something else that is relevant). These 
presentations will be conducted via an online meeting application.

Listed below are our authors in the field of International Studies who have graciously offered 
their time should you wish them to speak to your class. 

If you invite an author listed here to speak to your class we'll send you a 40 percent discount 
code for attendees to purchase the author's book. For more information visit our website or 
look for the this symbol                     on pages in this catalog and click on the link. 
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KRISTEN E. LOONEY
Asian Studies, Political Science

GRACIA LIU-FARRER
Asian Studies, Sociology

NOELLE MOLE LISTON
Cultural Studies, Media Studies

EMILY MEIERDING
Political Science, Security 
Studies

DANIELLE L. LUPTON
Political Science, Security 
Studies

MIRJAM LUCKING
Asian Studies, Religion

TOM SCOTT-SMITH
Anthropology

JAMES PICKETT
Middle East Studies, Religion

PATRICIA D. NORLAND
Asian Studies, Women's Studies



4 C H A N G I N G  T H E  F I E L D  O F  C L A S S I C S  O N E  B O O K  A T  A  T I M E

POLITICAL
SCIENCERUTH STREICHER

Asian Studies, Anthropology
JOHN T. SIDEL
Asian Studies, Political Science

SOMDEEP SEN
Middle East Studies, Anthro-
pology

CHIGUSA YAMAURA
Anthropology, Asian Studies

JASMINE-KIM WESTENDORF
Political Science, Gender Studies

SUSANNA TRNKA
Anthropology, Urban Studies



POLITICAL
SCIENCE



6 C H A N G I N G  T H E  F I E L D  O F  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D I E S  O N E  B O O K  A T  A  T I M E

Catching Up with Jacqueline L. Hazelton
What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

One of my favorite research anecdotes 
involves the work I did on the Greek 
Civil War. I was going through con-
temporaneous documents at the US 
National Archives in College Park, MD. 
The US records included a great deal of 
reporting on the poverty and misery of 
Greece after civil war, World War II oc-
cupation, and civil war. Necessities were 
in short supply. "There was an almost 
total lack of supplies and transport," one 
observer wrote. "Even the simplest items 
such as paper to write on or the pencil 
wherewith to write were unobtainable, 
or could only be obtained after days of 
effort.” The shortages included farm 
and pack animals. The famine was such 
that everything that could possibly be 
eaten had been eaten. The US military 
advisory mission to Greece knew that 
the Greek army needed pack animals 
to get off the (few) roads and into the 
mountains where the guerrillas were, 
but none were to be found locally. The 
United States had to import horses 
for the cavalry and mules for artillery 
and pack bearing. "Prior to leaving the 
United States,” the report noted, “these 
mules had been given special training 
for mountain operations.” Reading this 
report, I saw in my mind’s eye a mule 
awkward in a climbing harness learning 
to rappel and belay with other mules 

observing from cliff’s top and on the 
ground. This is not to suggest any lack 
of attention the tremendous suffering of 
the Greek people. I also felt great sadness 
at the plight of Greece’s farm animals 
and the US mules.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

I wish I had know when I started my 
book the utmost importance of captur-
ing an image of each and every archival 
document that I stopped to read. I also 
wish I had known the utmost impor-
tance of taking at least sketchy notes on 
each of those documents. Researchers, 
beware! If no one has told you this yet, 
remember it!

How do you wish you could change the 
field?

I wish I could change my field of study 
to make it more daring in exploration, 
more theory driven, more pluralistic, 
more merit based, less sexist and more 
generally bigoted, and more comfortable 
with the perspectives and narratives of 
others.

"It was 
amazing to 
be able to 
provide some 
information to 
a friend."
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Bullets not Ballots
Success in Counterinsurgency Warfare

Jacqueline L . Hazelton

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 ebook
220 pages, 6 x 9

In Bullets Not Ballots, Jacqueline L. Hazelton challenges the 
claim that winning "hearts and minds" is critical to successful 
counterinsurgency campaigns. Good governance, this conven-
tional wisdom holds, gains the besieged government popular 
support, denies support to the insurgency, and makes military 
victory possible. Hazelton argues that major counterinsurgent 
successes since World War II have resulted not through dem-
ocratic reforms but rather through the use of military force 
against civilians and the co-optation of rival elites.

Hazelton offers new analyses of five historical cases frequent-
ly held up as examples of the effectiveness of good governance 
in ending rebellions—the Malayan Emergency, the Greek Civil 
War, the Huk Rebellion in the Philippines, the Dhofar rebellion 
in Oman, and the Salvadoran Civil War—to show that, although 
unpalatable, it was really brutal repression and bribery that 
brought each conflict to an end. By showing how compellence 
works in intrastate conf licts, Bullets Not Ballots makes clear 
that whether or not the international community decides these 
human, moral, and material costs are acceptable, responsible 
policymaking requires recognizing the actual components of 
counterinsurgent success—and the limited inf luence that ex-
ternal powers have over the tactics of counterinsurgent elites. 

Jacqueline L . Hazelton is Assistant Professor in the De-
partment of Strategy and Policy at the US Naval War College. 
Her work has been published in outlets including Interna-
tional Security, The Journal of Strategic Studies, and Parameters. 
Before returning to academia, she was a journalist with the 
Associated Press. Follow her on Twitter @DrJLHazelton.

"Jacqueline L. Hazelton makes the provoc-
ative case for the importance of military 
force and elite bargains in success against 
insurgent forces. Based on a careful analysis 
of five historical cases, Bullets Not Ballots will 
ignite academic debate and give pause to 
policy makers who pursue counterinsurgen-
cy."—Deborah Avant, University of Denver, 
author of Political Institutions and Military 
Change

"Bullets Not Ballots offers a provocative 
argument about the limits of "hearts and 
minds" counterinsurgency. Using a set of 
historical comparisons, Hazelton advances 
an alternative explanation for success and 
failure in counterinsurgency. As scholars 
and analysts grapple with the limits of 
American interventions since 9/11, this book 
provides important food for thought."—Paul 
Staniland, University of Chicago, author of 
Networks of Rebellion

"Jacqueline L. Hazelton eviscerates much of 
contemporary counterinsurgency thought 
with a well-argued assault on the importance 
of democratization, good governance, and 
protecting the populace. In Bullets Not 
Ballots she shows that counterinsurgency 
is violent state building where success de-
pends upon co-opting elites and adept use 
of brute force."—Conrad Crane, author of 
Cassandra in Oz
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Policing China
Street-Level Cops in the Shadow of Protest

Suzanne E. Scoggins

STUDIES OF THE WEATHERHEAD EAST ASIAN INSTITUTE, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY 

$39.95 hardcover | $19.95 ebook
198 pages, 6 x 9, 7 b&w halftones, 1 b&w line drawing, 2 charts

"Policing China is truly a unique contribution 
to China studies, based on enterprising 
fieldwork. It humanizes China's police 
officers, who have received less scholarly 
attention than they deserve, and contains 
perspectives and arguments that will sur-
prise readers."—Benjamin Read, University 
of California, Santa Cruz, author of Roots 
of the State

"Policing China is a high-quality study of 
frontline policing in China—a topic that 
has not been covered in a sustained way 
outside China."—Susan Trevaskes, Griffith 
University, Australia, author of Courts and 
Criminal Justice in Contemporary China

In Policing China, Suzanne E. Scoggins delves into the paradox 
of China's self-projection of a strong security state while having 
a weak police bureaucracy. Assessing the problems of resourc-
es, enforcement, and oversight that beset the police, outside of 
cracking down on political protests, Scoggins finds that the 
central government and the Ministry of Public Security have 
prioritized "stability maintenance" (weiwen) to the detriment 
of nearly every aspect of policing. The result, she argues, is a 
hollowed out and ineffective police force that struggles to deal 
with everyday crime.

Using interviews with police officers up and down the hi-
erarchy, as well as station data, news reports, and social media 
postings, Scoggins probes the challenges faced by ground-level 
officers and their superiors at the Ministry of Public Security as 
they attempt to do their jobs in the face of funding limitations, 
reform challenges, and structural issues. Policing China con-
cludes that despite the social control exerted by China's powerful 
bureaucracies, security failures at the street level have under-
mined Chinese citizens' trust in the legitimacy of the police and 
the capabilities of the state. 

Suzanne E. Scoggins is Assistant Professor of Political Sci-
ence at Clark University. Follow her on Twitter @szscoggins.
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Our ebooks are available from wherever you 
like to get your ebooks, including direct from 

our website. 

They're also just 50% of the lowest print price. 

So, read on!
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Catching Up with Timothy W. Crawford
What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

In April 1939, Hitler began to send 
feelers to the USSR for an accommoda-
tion that would detach it from Britain’s 
scheme to “encircle” Germany with 
alliances. Not until late May did British 
leaders overcome their aversion to direct 
ties to Moscow and seek a formal An-
glo-Franco-Soviet alliance. Thus, Hitler 
believed Britain would seek alliance with 
the USSR even before British leaders did! 
When Britain committed to that policy, 
Germany was already acting to undo it. 
There’s a concept in IR that nations can 
“anticipate” others will balance against 
them and “react” with restraint to avert 
it. This evinces it and wedge strategy 
logic too.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

Washington faces a big strategic problem 
(partly of its own making) in today’s 
growing China-Russia alliance; and to 
stop or reverse it will require painful 
trade-offs and compromises. When 
I started this research—back in the 
heyday of US primacy and the “Global 
War on Terror”—I figured that US alli-
ances would be targeted by Russian and 
Chinese wedge strategies. But it took 
longer to grasp that the US was getting 

into the wrong corner of the strategic 
triangle with Russia and China, and 
that American alliances contributed to 
the process and made it hard to reverse 
with wedge strategy.

How do you wish you could change the 
field?

I want the field to do more—conceptu-
ally, theoretically, and empirically—to 
understand third-party strategies and dy-
namics. How third parties try—through 
direct methods—to advantageously 
shape relationships among others is 
the theme of my research on wedge 
strategies and earlier work on pivotal 
deterrence. There is much more to be 
done along such lines and, even more 
so, on less direct and less intentional 
patterns of third-party inf luence on 
strategic behavior. Here we need both 
creative theorizing and close study of 
how leaders recognize and think about 
these mechanisms, and maneuver to 
avoid, manipulate, or capitalize on them. 

"I figured that 
US alliances 
would be 
targeted by 
Russian and 
Chinese wedge 
strategies."
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The Power to Divide
Wedge Strategies in Great Power Competition

Timothy W. Crawford

Timothy W. Crawford's The Power to Divide examines the use 
of wedge strategies, a form of divisive statecraft designed to 
isolate adversaries from allies and potential supporters to gain 
key advantages. With a multidimensional argument about the 
power of accommodation in competition, and a survey of alli-
ance diplomacy around both World Wars, The Power to Divide 
artfully analyzes the past and future performance of wedge 
strategy in great power politics.

Crawford argues that nations attempting to use wedge strate-
gy do best when they credibly accommodate likely or established 
allies of their enemies. He also argues that a divider's own alli-
ances can pose obstacles to success and explains the conditions 
that help dividers overcome them. He advances these claims in 
eight focused studies of alliance diplomacy surrounding the 
World Wars, derived from published official documents and 
secondary histories. Through those narratives, Crawford adeptly 
assesses the record of countries that tried an accommodative 
wedge strategy, and why ultimately, they succeeded or failed. 
These calculated actions often became turning points, desired 
or not, in a nation's established power.

For policymakers today facing threats to power from great 
power competitors, Crawford argues that a deeper historical 
and theoretical grasp of the role of these wedge strategies in 
alliance politics and grand strategy is necessary. Crawford drives 
home the contemporary relevance of the analysis with a survey 
of China's potential to use such strategies to divide India from 
the US, and the United States' potential to use them to forestall a 
China-Russia alliance, and closes with a review of key theoretical 
insights for policy. 

Timothy W. Crawford is Associate Professor of Political 
Science at Boston College and author of Pivotal Deterrence.

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$45.00 hardcover | $21.99 ebook
306 pages, 6 x 9, 2 b&w line drawings

"The Power to Divide tackles an important 
but underexplored topic—appeasement—by 
examining when states employ positive 
inducements as wedge strategies to divide 
opposing alliances and when those strategies 
succeed. It is an ambitious and compelling 
book."—Susan Peterson, William & Mary, 
co-editor of Bridging the Theory-Practice 
Divide in International Relations

"Timothy W. Crawford has written an 
outstanding book. In a time of shifting, 
uncertain alliances in the post-Trump era, 
The Power to Divide could not be more timely. 
Highly recommended for all interested 
in history, alliances, and policy relevant 
theory."—Dan E. Caldwell, Pepperdine 
University, author of Vortex of Conflict
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Claiming Belonging
Muslim American Advocacy in an Era of 
Islamophobia

Emily Cury

"Claiming Belonging raises a variety of 
important and novel questions about the 
role of Muslim advocacy groups in America, 
making an utterly unique and exceptionally 
convincing contribution to the field."—Brian 
Robert Calfano, University of Cincinnati, 
coeditor of Understanding Muslim Political 
Life in America 

"Informative and engaging, Claiming Belong-
ing illuminates the activities and objectives 
of Muslim American interest groups, con-
textualized within the shifting American po-
litical landscape. A strong, well-researched 
book."—Melissa R. Michelson, Menlo 
College, coauthor of Transforming Prejudice

$22.99 paperback | $10.99 ebook
222 pages, 6 x 9, 9 b&w halftones

Claiming Belonging dives deep into the lives of Muslim American 
advocacy groups in the post-9/11 era, asking how they form and 
function within their broader community in a world marked 
by Islamophobia. Bias incidents against Muslim Americans 
reached unprecedented levels a few short years ago, and many 
groups responded through action—organizing on the national 
level to become increasingly visible, engaged, and assertive.

Emily Cury draws on more than four years of participant 
observation and interviews to examine how Muslim American 
organizations have sought to access and influence the public 
square and, in so doing, forge a political identity. The result is 
an engaging and unique study, showing that policy advocacy, 
both foreign and domestic, is best understood as a sphere where 
Muslim American identity is performed and negotiated.

Claiming Belonging offers ever-timely insight into the place 
of Muslims in American political life and, in the process, sheds 
light on one of the fastest-growing and most internally dynamic 
American minority groups. 

Emily Cury is Assistant Professor of Sociology and Political 
Science at Pine Manor College.

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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Defense 101
Understanding the Military of Today and 
Tomorrow

Michael E. O'hanlon

$23.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook 
264 pages, 6 x 9, 2 b&w halftones, 4 b&w line drawings

"Michael O'Hanlon is one of the top defense 
analysts in the United States. His book, 
Defense 101, is an excellent guide to the 
planning, budgeting, wargaming, modeling, 
and technology issues that have shaped 
and continue to shape American defense 
policy."—Michael Gordon, co-author of 
Cobra II

"This book is a miracle of exposition that 
makes arcane topics of military analysis 
both understandable and highly engaging." 

—Harold Feiveson, Princeton University

"Defense policy for a modern superpower 
cannot be made responsibly without a 
range of knowledge about the technocratic 
complexities of budget tradeoffs, 
technological alternatives, combat 
simulation, and logistics. This book is the 
best to illustrate these issues for audiences 
outside the Pentagon."—Richard K. Betts, 
Columbia University

In Defense 101, a concise primer for understanding the United 
States' $700+ billion defense budget and rapidly changing mili-
tary technologies, Michael O'Hanlon provides a deeply informed 
yet accessible analysis of American military power.

After an introduction in which O'Hanlon surveys today's 
international security environment, provides a brief sketch 
of the history of the US military, its command structure, the 
organization of its three million personnel, and a review of 
its domestic basing and global reach, Defense 101 provides 
in-depth coverage of four critical areas in military affairs: 

• Defense Budgeting and Resource Allocation: detailed budget 
and cost breakdowns, wartime spending allocations, econom-
ics of overseas basing, military readiness, and defense budget-
ing versus US grand strategy

• Gaming and Modeling Combat: wargaming, micro modeling, 
nuclear exchange calculations, China scenarios, and assess-
ments of counterinsurgency missions

• Technological Change and Military Innovation: use of comput-
ers, communications, and robotics, cutting-edge developments 
in projectiles and propulsion systems

• The Science of War, military uses of space, missile defense, and 
nuclear weapons, testing, and proliferation

For policy makers and experts, military professionals, stu-
dents, and citizens alike, Defense 101 helps make sense of the 
US Department of Defense, the basics of war and the future of 
armed conflict, and the most important characteristics of the 
American military. 

Michael E. O'Hanlon is Senior Fellow and Director of 
Research in Foreign Policy at the Brookings Institution. He 
is author of numerous books, including The Senkaku Paradox, 
Beyond NATO, and The Future of Land Warfare.

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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Imposing Standards
The North-South Dimension to Global Tax 
Politics

Martin Hearson

CORNELL STUDIES IN MONEY 

$19.95 paperback | free ebook
246 pages, 6 x 9, 13 charts

In Imposing Standards, Martin Hearson shifts the focus of polit-
ical rhetoric regarding international tax rules from tax havens 
and the Global North to the damaging impact of this regime 
on the Global South. Even when not exploited by tax dodgers, 
international tax standards place severe limits on the ability 
of developing countries to tax businesses, denying the Global 
South access to much-needed revenue. The international rules 
that allow tax avoidance by multinational corporations have 
dominated political debate about international tax in the US and 
Europe, especially since the global financial crisis of 2007–8.

Hearson asks how developing countries willingly gave up 
their right to tax foreign companies, charting their assimilation 
into an OECD-led regime from the days of early independence 
to the present day. Based on interviews with treaty negotiators, 
policymakers and lobbyists, as well as observation at intergov-
ernmental meetings, archival research, and field work in Africa 
and Asia, Imposing Standards shows that capacity constraints and 
imperfect negotiation strategies in developing countries were 
exploited by capital-exporting states, shielding multinationals 
from taxation and depriving nations in the Global South of rev-
enue they both need and deserve. 

 
Martin Hearson is Research Fellow at the Institute of De-
velopment Studies and International Tax Program Lead at the 
International Centre for Tax and Development. Follow him on 
Twitter @martinhearson.

Thanks to generous funding from the Gates Foundation, the 
ebook editions of this book are available as Open Access volumes 
from Cornell Open (cornellopen.org) and other repositories.

"Imposing Standards is excellent: a must-read 
that establishes why taxes and the interna-
tional institutions we've built to coordinate 
them are key to the persistence of economic 
inequality among countries."—Allison Chris-
tians, McGill University

"If rich countries increasingly worry about 
raising tax in a globalized world economy, 
what about poor countries? Martin Hear-
son's brilliant book examines how it is not 
so much the power of capital, but the power 
of ideas propagated by experts that leads 
the governments of developing states to 
needlessly suffice desperately needed tax 
revenue."—Jason Sharman, University of 
Cambridge

"Martin Hearson's debut is masterful. Im-
posing Standards rests on extensive and 
prolonged fieldwork, providing an analysis 
that could only be produced by an author 
who has developed unrivalled expertise 
through an engagement with his topic over 
many years."—Duncan Wigan, Copenhagen 
Business School, co-editor of Global Wealth 
Chains

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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Nuclear Reactions
How Nuclear-Armed States Behave

Mark S. Bell

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS 

$19.95 paperback | free ebook
234 pages, 6 x 9, 10 b&w line drawings, 1 map, 1 chart

Nuclear Reactions analyzes how nuclear weapons change the 
calculations states make in their foreign policies, why they do 
so, and why nuclear weapons have such different effects on the 
foreign policies of different countries.

Mark S. Bell argues that nuclear weapons are useful for 
more than deterrence. They are leveraged to pursue a wide 
range of goals in international politics, and the nations that 
acquire them significantly change their foreign policies as a 
result. Closely examining how these effects vary and what those 
variations have meant in the United States, the United Kingdom, 
and South Africa, Bell shows that countries are not generically 

"emboldened"—they change their foreign policies in different 
ways based on their priorities. This has huge policy implications: 
What would Iran do if it were to acquire nuclear weapons? Would 
Japanese policy toward the United States change if Japan were 
to obtain nuclear weapons? And what does the looming threat 
of nuclear weapons mean for the future of foreign policy? Far 
from being a relic of the Cold War, Bell argues, nuclear weapons 
are as important in international politics today as they ever were.

Mark Bell is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the 
University of Minnesota. Follow him on Twitter @mark_s_bell.

Thanks to generous funding from the University of Minnesota 
and its participation in TOME, the ebook editions of this book 
are available as Open Access volumes, available from Cornell 
Open (cornellopen.org) and other repositories.

"Nuclear Reactions significantly advances 
our understanding of nuclear weapons by 
showing that they enable states to pursue a 
wide range of behaviors, which are largely 
explained by their geopolitical positions. 
Mark S. Bell's important book carefully 
analyzes key historical cases that provide 
strong support for his theory of nuclear 
opportunism."—Charles L. Glaser, George 
Washington University, author of Rational 
Theory of International Politics

"Mark Bell argues that the United States, 
Britain, and South Africa placed nuclear 
weapons in service of their preexisting stra-
tegic goals. The book also makes clear that 
nuclear weapons are no silver bullets that 
allow states free rein in international politics. 
The argument joins a highly contested field 
debating the actual consequences of nu-
clear weapons' acquisition."—Etel Solingen, 
University of California, Irvine, author of 
Comparative Regionalism

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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War and Democracy 
Labor and the Politics of Peace

Elizabeth Kier

"War and Democracy highlights the impor-
tance of the varied types of power that work 
during and after wartime to shape societal 
interests and prospects for democratiza-
tion. It is an ambitious and important work 
that will command attention in scholarly 
debate."—Wesley Widmaier, Australian 
National University, author of Economic 
Ideas in Political Times

"War and Democracy is a major work of 
scholarship. In writing about the important 
and unresolved question of whether war 
strengthens or weakens democracy, Eliza-
beth Kier deepens our understanding of a 
number of questions of social theory and 
of the history of democratization. This is 
qualitative social science at its best."—John 
M. Owen, University of Virginia, author of 
Confronting Political Islam

$45.00 hardcover | $21.99 ebook
276 pages, 6 x 9, 2 maps

Challenging conventional wisdom that mass-mobilization war-
fare fosters democratic reform and expands economic, social, 
and political rights, War and Democracy reexamines the effects 
of war on domestic politics by focusing on how wartime states 
either negotiate with or coerce organized labor, policies that 
profoundly affect labor's beliefs and aspirations. Because labor 
unions frequently play a central role in advancing democracy 
and narrowing inequalities, their wartime interactions with 
the state can have significant consequences for postwar politics.

Comparing Britain and Italy during and after World War I, 
Elizabeth Kier examines the different strategies each govern-
ment used to mobilize labor for war and finds that total war 
did little to promote political, civil, or social rights in either 
country. Italian unions anticipated greater worker management 
and a "land to the peasants" program as a result of their war-
time service; British labor believed its wartime sacrifices would 
be repaid with "homes for heroes" and the extension of social 
rights. But Italy's unjust and coercive policies radicalized Italian 
workers (prompting a fascist backlash) and Britain's just and 
conciliatory policies paradoxically undermined broader democ-
ratization in Britain. In critiquing the mainstream view that 
total war advances democracy, War and Democracy reveals how 
politics during the war transforms societal actors who become 
crucial to postwar political settlements and the prospects for 
democratic reform. 

Elizabeth Kier is Professor of Political Science and Faculty 
Associate of the Harry Bridges Center for Labor Studies at the 
University of Washington. She is author of Imagining War.
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Secession and the Sovereignty 
Game
Strategy and Tactics for Aspiring Nations

Ryan D. Griffiths

$49.95 hardcover | $24.99 ebook
246 pages, 6 x 9, 6 b&w halftones, 4 b&w line drawings, 6 maps, 
3 charts

Secession and the Sovereignty Game offers a comprehensive stra-
tegic theory for how secessionist movements attempt to win 
independence. Combining original data analysis, fieldwork, 
interviews with secessionist leaders, and case studies on Catal-
onia, the Murrawarri Republic, West Papua, Bougainville, New 
Caledonia, and Northern Cyprus, Ryan D. Griffiths shows how 
the rules and informal practices of sovereign recognition create 
a strategic playing field between existing states and aspiring 
nations that he terms "the sovereignty game."

To win sovereign statehood, all secessionist movements have 
to maneuver on the same strategic playing field while varying 
their tactics according to local conditions. To obtain recogni-
tion, secessionist movements use tactics of electoral capture, 
nonviolent civil resistance, and violence. To persuade the home 
state and the international community, they appeal to normative 
arguments regarding earned sovereignty, decolonization, the 
right to choose, inherent sovereignty, and human rights.

The pursuit of independence can be enormously disruptive 
and is quite often violent. By advancing a theory that explains 
how sovereign recognition has succeeded in the past and is work-
ing in the present, and by anticipating the practices of future 
secessionist movements, Secession and the Sovereignty Game also 
prescribes solutions that could make the sovereignty game less 
conflictual. 

Ryan D. Griffiths is Associate Professor of Political Science 
at Syracuse University. He is author of Age of Secession. Follow 
him on Twitter @RyeGriffiths.

"Ryan D. Griffiths excels at integrating 
thought from a wide body of academic 
literature. Secession and the Sovereignty 
Game is well written and expansive, high-
lighting the wide variation in secessionist 
behavior and advancing existing theoretical 
frameworks."—Scott Pegg, Indiana Universi-
ty–Purdue University Indianapolis, author of 
International Society and the De Facto State
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Catching Up with Ryan D. Griffiths
What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

At the strategic level, all contemporary 
secessionist movements are alike. There 
is only one international system, one 
United Nations that secessionists aim 
to join, and one sovereignty game. Their 
settings may look different, but the stra-
tegic playing field is the same. To win 
sovereign statehood an aspiring nation 
has to compel and persuade their home 
state and the international community 
to recognize them.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

I was struck by the passion and sincerity 
when doing interviews with secession-
ists. In a way, each movement is no dif-
ferent from the American revolutionaries 
that I studied in grade school. There are 
George Washingtons and Thomas Jef-
fersons in the making. Indeed, many of 
them see themselves in that light. How 
history records them will depend, in 
part, on whether they succeed.

How do you wish you could change the 
field?

This project has pulled me in two direc-
tions. One is to know more about social 
movements and revolutions. The other 
is about international law. Whereas 
the first helps explain the dynamics of 
secessionism, the second clarifies the 
structure in which it occurs. I became 
fascinated with both areas of study and 
intend to work them into future projects.

"I was struck 
by the passion 
and sincerity 
when doing 
interviews with 
secessionists."
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International Development 
Cooperation Today 
A Radical Shift Towards a Global Paradigm

Patrick Develtere, Huib Huyse And Jan Van 
Ongevalle

LEUVEN UNIVERSITY PRESS 

$39.95 paperback
250 pages, 6 x 9, 35 b&w halftones

Over the past 60 years high-income countries have invested over 
4000 billion euros in development aid. With varying degrees of 
success, these investments in low-income countries contributed 
to tackling structural problems such as access to water, health 
care, and education. Today, however, international development 
cooperation is no longer restricted to helping by giving. Instead, 
it is rather about opportunities, mutual interests, risk taking, 
and an inclusive societal approach. With the arrival of major new 
actors such as China, India, and Brazil, and the manifestation 
of private companies and foundations like the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, development aid is being eclipsed by new 
forms of international cooperation, increasingly accompanied 
by investments, trade, and give-and-take exchanges.

The agenda for sustainable development, adopted by all 
United Nations Member States in 2015 and to be realised by 
2030, is a case in point of new influential frameworks that usher 
in a global rather than a traditional North-South perspective.

This book reviews 60 years of international development 
aid and its relevant actors, outlining today's challenges and op-
portunities. Richly illustrated with case studies and examples, 
International Development Cooperation Today maps successes 
and failures and synthesises visions and discussions from all 
over the world. By pointing out the radical shift from the tradi-
tional North-South perspective to a global paradigm, this book 
is essential reading for all practitioners, academics, and donors 
involved in development aid. 

Patrick Develtere has been involved in development coop-
eration for over 35 years. He teaches international development 
cooperation at the KU Leuven.

Huib Huyse is the head of the research group "Sustainable 
Development" of HIVA–Research Institute for Work and Society 
of the KU Leuven.

Jan Van Ongevalle heads the research unit "Global Devel-
opment" of HIVA–Research Institute for Work and Society of 
the KU Leuven.
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Twilight of the Titans
Great Power Decline and Retrenchment

Paul K. Macdonald And Joseph M. Parent

"Paul MacDonald and Joseph Parent bring 
to book-length form a very sensible and 
persuasive argument that they have been 
making for some time. Great power decline 
is not necessarily dangerous or even desta-
bilizing. Countries can pursue strategies 
of retrenchment, either of "self-help" by 
cutting back spending or rejuvenating 
their economy, or of external adjustment in 
paring back commitments or cementing new 
friendships. Such strategies, MacDonald 
and Parent argue, need not be destabiliz-
ing. The countries experiencing decline can 
regain strength and confidence."—Philip 
Zelikow, White Burkett Miller Professor of 
History and J. Wilson Newman Professor of 
Governance at the Miller Center of Public 
Affairs, at the University of Virginia

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS 

$24.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook
276 pages, 6 x 9, 3 tables, 2 charts, 2 graphs

In Twilight of the Titans, Paul K. MacDonald and Joseph M. 
Parent examine great power transitions since 1870 to determine 
how declining powers choose to behave, identifying the strong 
incentives to moderate their behavior when the hierarchy of 
great powers is shifting. Challenging the conventional wisdom 
that such transitions push declining great powers to extreme 
measures, this book argues that intimidation, provocation, and 
preventive war are not the only alternatives to the loss of relative 
power and prestige. Using numerous case studies, MacDonald 
and Parent show how declining states tend to behave, the policy 
options they have, how rising states respond to those in decline, 
and what conditions reward particular strategic choices. 

Paul K. MacDonald is associate professor of political science 
at Wellesley College. He is author of Networks of Domination.

Joseph M. Parent is professor of political science at the 
University of Notre Dame. He is author of Uniting States and 
coauthor of American Conspiracy Theories.

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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ConflICt In nuCleAr MonopolY then And 
now

Paul C. Avey

In November 1950, military forces from the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC) intervened in the Korean 
War, launching a massive assault against advancing 

U.S. and South Korean troops.  That war was the first 
time states without nuclear weapons got into a fight with 
a nuclear armed opponent.  It was not the last.

What can we learn about nuclear politics from a case 
that occurred nearly seventy years ago? What about 
similar cases when only one side in a dispute had nuclear 
weapons?

Plenty, as I argue in my new book. Here I focus on 
four implications.  

First, don’t dismiss leaders confronting nuclear oppo-
nents as irrational or crazy. This isn’t to say there aren’t 
mistakes and misperceptions, but these are common in 
international politics and not unique to these cases.

For instance, Mao Zedong and much of the PRC 
leadership feared that a U.S. victory in Korea would 
leave hostile American forces on their border.  Even 
then the Chinese leadership agonized over the decision 
to fight, halting the policy several times. Mao may have 
denigrated nuclear weapons publicly, but privately he 
understood the danger. 

In 1973, Egyptian leader Anwar Sadat faced an in-
tolerable political situation with Israel in control of the 
Sinai Peninsula. Sadat did not relish the prospect of war 
against a nuclear-armed Israel, but he feared diploma-
cy had gone as far as it could without military action to 
shake up the status quo.

Second, weak nonnuclear state leaders can find ways 
to offset a nuclear monopoly in an intense political dis-
pute. The methods varied historically but reflected an 
awareness that an opponent would incur costs using 
nuclear weapons. So long as those costs seemed to 
outweigh the benefits of nuclear use, then confrontation 
was worth the gamble.

For example, the PRC leadership sought Soviet air 
support in part to deter American nuclear use.  The 
thinking was that the United States would not want to 
risk expanding the war. Chinese leaders also pointed to 
global opinion as a break on American nuclear strikes. 

In 1990, Iraqi leaders expressed a cost-benefit logic 
when they recognized inflicting major losses on U.S. 
forces might increase the incentives for nuclear use.  
They identified several offsetting factors.  One was the 

hope that the Iraqi chemical arsenal could deter U.S. 
nuclear use.  Even then Iraq hedged, practicing evac-
uations in the event of a nuclear strike (they evidently 
assessed a 20-kiloton blast on Baghdad).    

Leaders also pursued strategies that posed limit-
ed danger to their nuclear opponent. For instance, in 
1973 Sadat communicated Egyptian intentions through 
backchannels with Henry Kissinger. Indeed, the wars 
in nuclear monopoly were fought either thousands of 
miles from the nuclear state’s homeland, with the non-
nuclear state on the defensive, or with limited offensives 
by the nonnuclear state.

Third, nuclear signaling during a dispute is difficult. 
In the cases I examined, leaders often set their own-red 
lines.  They considered nuclear weapons from the start, 
and so nuclear threats rarely provided new information. 
For instance, Secretary of State James Baker’s veiled 
warning to Iraq in 1991 might not have revealed much. 
Iraqi leaders had already discussed that using chemical 
weapons (but not burning oil fields) would invite nucle-
ar retaliation. Likewise, in 1948 the Soviet leadership be-
lieved the U.S. planned to use nuclear weapons in a war. 
The dispatch of B-29s (themselves not nuclear armed) 
to Europe briefly during the Berlin Blockade would not 
have changed that perception. 

Finally, nuclear weapons likely have more utility in 
deterring conventionally strong opponents than weak 
ones.  The benefits of nuclear use against a powerful 
opponent are higher because the risk of a major military 
defeat is higher.  It thus becomes less likely the costs of 
nuclear use will offset perceived benefits.  Historically, 
wars in nuclear monopoly have only occurred when the 
nuclear state has a large conventional advantage.  By 
contrast, there are numerous wars between two or more 
nonnuclear states when it’s unclear which side is stron-
ger.
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Tempting Fate
Why Nonnuclear States Confront Nuclear 
Opponents

Paul C. Avey

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$19.95 paperback | free ebook
252 pages, 6 x 9, 17 charts

Unpacking of the dynamics of conflict under conditions of nu-
clear monopoly, Paul C. Avey argues in Tempting Fate that the 
costs and benefits of using nuclear weapons create openings 
that weak nonnuclear actors can exploit. Avey uses four case 
studies to show the key strategies available to nonnuclear states: 
Iraqi decision-making under Saddam Hussein in confrontations 
with the United States; Egyptian leaders' thinking about the 
Israeli nuclear arsenal during wars in 1969–70 and 1973; Chi-
nese confrontations with the United States in 1950, 1954, and 
1958; and a dispute that never escalated to war, the Soviet-United 
States tensions between 1946 and 1948 that culminated in the 
Berlin Blockade.

Strategies employed include limiting the scope of the 
conflict, holding chemical and biological weapons in reserve, 
seeking outside support, and leveraging international non-use 
norms. Avey demonstrates clearly that nuclear weapons cast 
a definite but limited shadow, and while the world continues 
to face various nuclear challenges, understanding conflict in 
nuclear monopoly will remain a pressing concern for analysts 
and policymakers. 

Paul C. Avey is Assistant Professor of Political Science at 
Virginia Tech.

Thanks to generous funding from Virginia Tech and its partici-
pation in TOME, the ebook editions of this book are available as 
Open Access volumes, available from Cornell Open (cornellopen.
org) and other repositories.

"Nonnuclear countries sometimes attack 
states armed with nuclear weapons despite 
the belief that nuclear arsenals protect 
countries. Tempting Fate provides a 
thought-provoking explanation for why this 
happens, offers a significant contribution 
to our understanding of conflict dynamics 
in the shadow of nuclear weapons, and is 
required reading for anyone interested in 
nuclear deterrence."—Matthew Fuhrmann, 
Texas A&M University, author of Atomic 
Assistance

"Paul Avey peers into the dark shadow cast 
by nuclear weapons and finds disturbing 
evidence of why weaker powers, without 
such weapons, attack nuclear-armed states 
and their allies. The case studies of Mao, 
Saddam, and Sadat produce novel insights 
into risk-taking behavior and challenge 
conventional wisdom about the stability 
of nuclear deterrence."—Scott D. Sagan, 
Stanford University, author of The Limits 
of Safety

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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War and Genocide in South Sudan
Clémence Pinaud

$19.95 paperback | free ebook
330 pages, 6 x 9, 6 b&w halftones, 1 b&w line drawing, 3 maps

Using more than a decade's worth of fieldwork in South Sudan, 
Clémence Pinaud here explores the relationship between 
predatory wealth accumulation, state formation, and a form 
of racism—extreme ethnic group entitlement—that has the 
potential to result in genocide. 

War and Genocide in South Sudan traces the rise of a preda-
tory state during civil war in southern Sudan and its transfor-
mation into a violent Dinka ethnocracy after the region's formal 
independence. That new state, Pinaud argues, waged genocide 
against non-Dinka civilians in 2013-2017.

During a civil war that wrecked the region between 1983 
and 2005, the predominantly Dinka Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA) practiced ethnically exclusive and predatory wealth 
accumulation. Its actions fostered extreme group entitlement 
and profoundly shaped the rebel state. Ethnic group entitlement 
eventually grew into an ideology of ethnic supremacy. 

After that war ended, the semi-autonomous state turned into 
a violent and predatory ethnocracy—a process accelerated by in-
dependence in 2011. The rise of exclusionary nationalism, a new 
security landscape, and inter-ethnic political competition con-
tributed to the start of a new round of civil war in 2013, in which 
the recently founded state unleashed violence against nearly all 
non-Dinka ethnic groups. Pinaud investigates three campaigns 
waged by the South Sudan government in 2013–2017 and con-
cludes they were genocidal—they sought to destroy non-Dinka 
target groups. She demonstrates how the perpetrators' sense of 
group entitlement culminated in land-grabs that amounted to 
a genocidal conquest echoing the imperialist origins of modern 
genocides. 

Clémence Pinaud is Assistant Professor at Indiana University. 
Follow her on Twitter @ClemencePinaud.

Thanks to generous funding from TOME, the ebook editions 
of this book are available as Open Access volumes from Cornell 
Open (cornellopen.org) and other repositories.

"War and Genocide in South Sudan is a deeply 
researched, rich and fascinating book about 
a troubling subject, and makes significant 
contributions to the field."—Will Reno, 
Northwestern University, author of Warlord 
Politics and African States

"Pinaud does an excellent job at document-
ing the violence on South Sudan and casting 
such a critical eye on the SPLA, especially 
from the ground up. War and Genocide in 
South Sudan is full of original and unique 
material that is powerful and compelling."—
Scott Straus, University of Wisconsin, Madi-
son, author of Making and Unmaking Nations

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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Why Noncompliance 
The Politics of Law in the European Union

Tanja A. Börzel

$19.95 paperback | free ebook
282 pages, 2 b&w line drawings, 22 charts

"An excellent book that many have been 
waiting for. Why Noncompliance summa-
rizes more than fifteen years of research by 
Tanja A. Börzel on noncompliance in the 
EU." —Jonas Tallberg, Stockholm University

"Tanja A. Börzel offers a major and most 
welcome corrective to the bulk of the liter-
ature on the EU and legal integration that 
often claims and assumes compliance with 
little, no, or weak evidence."—Lisa Conant, 
University of Denver, author of Justice 
Contained

Why Noncompliance traces the history of noncompliance within 
the European Union (EU), focusing on which states continu-
ously do or do not follow EU Law, why, and how that affects the 
governance in the EU and beyond.

In exploring the EU's long and varied history of noncom-
pliance, Tanja A. Börzel takes a close look at the diverse groups 
of noncompliant states throughout the EU's existence. Why do 
states that are vocally critical of the EU have a better record of 
compliance than those that support the EU? Why has noncom-
pliance been declining since the 1990s, even though the EU 
was adding member-states and numerous laws? Börzel debunks 
conventional wisdoms in EU compliance research, showing 
that noncompliance in the EU is not caused by the new Central 
and Eastern European member states, nor by the Eurosceptic 
member states. So why do these states take the brunt of Europe's 
misplaced ire?

Why Noncompliance introduces politicization as an explan-
atory factor that has been long overlooked in the literature and 
scholarship surrounding the European Union. Börzel argues 
that political controversy combined with voting power and ad-
ministrative capacity, explains why noncompliance with EU law 
has been declining since the completion of the Single Market, 
cannot be blamed on the EU's Central and Easter European 
member states, and is concentrated in areas where EU seeks to 
protect citizen rights. 

Tanja A. Börzel is professor of political science and holds the 
Chair for European Integration at Freie Universität Berlin. She is 
author of Effective Governance under Anarchy and Environmental 
Leaders and Laggards in Europe.

Thanks to generous funding from Freie Universitat Berlin, the 
ebook editions of this book are available as Open Access volumes 
from Cornell Open (cornellopen.org) and other repositories.

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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CoMplIAnCe And CrIsIs
In the europeAn unIon

Tanja A. Börzel

The Covid-19 pandemic adds yet another crisis 
to the multiple crises the European Union (EU) 
has been facing since the turn of the millennium. 

Similar to the Constitutional, financial, migration, and 
rule of law crises, Covid-19 has given rise to a scholarly 
debate on why some states perform better in combat-
ting the virus and its socio-economic consequences. 
Since most countries have enacted a globally shared 
script of stay-at-home orders, lockdowns, and border 
closures, many explanations focus on compliance with 
rules on testing, tracking, and isolating. In the EU, Fin-
land, Denmark, Lithuania, and Slovakia, which show high 
compliance with EU law, also appear to be well suited 
in combatting the virus. Likewise, compliance laggards, 
including Italy, France, Portugal, and Belgium, trail be-
hind in the Covid performance rankings. Yet, there are 
a number of states where law abidingness and effective 
pandemic control diverge (e.g. Greece, Sweden, the 
Netherlands, UK). This may be related to the absence 
of any common EU rules—when it comes to health, EU 
institutions can only issue recommendations. This is dif-
ferent from previous crises.

Before the pandemic struck in early 2020, the EU 
had faced not one but two of its largest crises. While the 
member states have managed to avert the breakdown 
of the Euro, they have yet to tackle the challenge of a 
historical influx of refugees which has brought the bor-
derless Schengen area to the verge of collapse. What 
the two crises have in common is that one of their main 
causes is attributed to non-compliance with EU rules 
and procedures. If Greece or Italy had complied with the 
legal rules governing the EU’s common currency and 
the border-free Schengen area, they would not have 
piled up such record debts, nor would so many refugees 
and migrants have found their way into the EU. There is 
hardly any member state that has not violated the so-
called convergence criteria, which are to keep in check 
state budgets. Likewise, virtually all member states have 
infringed on the EU’s legal rules and procedures regulat-
ing the admission of refugees and asylum seekers.

The compliance behavior of the Euro and the Schen-
gen countries mirror their overall (non-)abidance with 
the more than 34,000 pieces of EU legislation that reg-
ulate the quality of their drinking water, the equal treat-
ment of men and women in the labor market, the ad-

missibility of genetically modified food, or the rights of 
ethnic minorities. Whether it is their debt, the registration 
of refugees or the treatment of their urban wastewaters, 
Greece and Italy outdo the other member states in their 
defiance of EU rules and regulations. They are joined 
by Portugal, France, and Spain, while Finland, Austria, 
the Netherlands, and Germany show greater respect for 
European asylum and refugee law and the Stability and 
Growth Pact. At the same time, there is significant vari-
ation among both compliance laggards and compliance 
leaders that defies any attempt to declare non-compli-
ance merely a ‘Southern problem’. Portugal and Spain 
have introduced comprehensive austerity measures and 
are praised by the European Commission for their re-
form efforts. Greece, by contrast, is still at the edge of 
sovereign default. Italy shows a strong commitment to 
reforms but implementation is slow. France has largely 
managed to stay under the radar screen, despite posting 
the largest debt-to-GDP ratio among Europe’s biggest 
economies. Likewise, Denmark lives up to its reputation 
as the top of the class whereas the UK and the Neth-
erlands, which also belong to the group of compliance 
leaders, have been as reluctant to abide by EU asylum 
and refugee law as Spain, Italy, and Greece.

The Euro and the Schengen crises feature serious 
breaches of EU law by the member states that con-
form to general non-compliance patterns. Yet, it con-
tradicts the secular trend of declining violations of EU 
law. Ever since the Maastricht Treaty sought to develop 
the Single Market into a Monetary, Economic and Polit-
ical Union, non-compliance has decreased rather than 
increased, despite the substantive deepening and wid-
ening of European integration and a virtual doubling of 
the EU in size. If the EU has a compliance problem, it is 
concentrated in a limited number of policy sectors that 
include Justice and Home Affairs.

Placing the Euro and the Schengen crises into the 
broader picture of non-compliance in the EU, my book, 
Why Noncompliance: The Politics of Law in the Euro-
pean Union, explains why newer member states comply 
better with EU than long-standing member states, why 
noncompliance EU has decreased since the mid-1990s, 
despite a growing number of member states with weak 
compliance capacities and waning enthusiasm for Euro-
pean integration, and why sectors that protect citizens 
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rights are particularly prone to noncompliance. In a 
nutshell, the book argues that the combination of the 
voting power of member states, their administrative 
capacity, and the political controversy around the EU 
explains why non-compliance with EU Law varies across 
time, countries, and policy sectors.

First, noncompliance in the EU has been declin-
ing since the mid-1990s because, with the completion 
of the Single Market, the EU tends to amend existing 
rather than set new laws. Amending legislation has been 
increasingly delegated to the European Commission, 
which reduces parliamentary involvement in both deci-
sion-making and implementation. As a result, compli-
ance is less likely to become controversial in the mem-
ber states. Second, Southern European member states 
are less compliant with EU Law than Eastern European 
member states. The twelve former communist coun-
tries that joined the EU in 2004 and 2007, had built the 
administrative capacity necessary to effectively imple-
ment European Law in the accession process. Moreover, 
unlike Italy, France, and Spain, they lack the power to 
resist compliance. Third, EU law that seeks to protect 
citizens’ rights is more frequently violated than EU Law 
that seeks to remove obstacles to free trade. Compli-
ance with social or environmental standards requires 
more administrative capacity from the member states 
and is more likely to trigger political controversy in the 
implementation process.
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The Justice Dilemma 
Leaders and Exile in an Era of Accountability

Daniel Krcmaric

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 ebook
240 pages, 6 x 9, 5 charts

Abusive leaders are now held accountable for their crimes in a 
way that was unimaginable just a few decades ago. What are the 
consequences of this recent push for international justice? In 
The Justice Dilemma, Daniel Krcmaric explains why the "golden 
parachute" of exile is no longer an attractive retirement option 
for oppressive rulers. He argues that this is both a blessing and a 
curse: leaders culpable for atrocity crimes fight longer civil wars 
because they lack good exit options, but the threat of internation-
al prosecution deters some leaders from committing atrocities 
in the first place. The Justice Dilemma therefore diagnoses an 
inherent tension between conflict resolution and atrocity preven-
tion, two of the signature goals of the international community.

Krcmaric also sheds light on several important puzzles in 
world politics. Why do some rulers choose to fight until they 
are killed or captured? Why not simply save oneself by going 
into exile? Why do some civil conflicts last so much longer than 
others? Why has state-sponsored violence against civilians fallen 
in recent years?

While exploring these questions, Krcmaric marshals sta-
tistical evidence on patterns of exile, civil war duration, and 
mass atrocity onset. He also reconstructs the decision-making 
processes of embattled leaders—including Muammar Gadda-
fi of Libya, Charles Taylor of Liberia, and Blaise Compaoré of 
Burkina Faso—to show how contemporary international justice 
both deters atrocities and prolongs conflicts. 

Daniel Krcmaric is Assistant Professor of Political Science at 
Northwestern University. Follow him on Twitter @DanKrcmaric.

"The Justice Dilemma, makes tremendous 
contributions to the study of international 
relations. Weaving together quantitative 
and qualitative evidence, Krcmaric demon-
strates that, due to the incentives facing 
leaders, a crucial dilemma can sometimes 
exist between the pursuit of international 
justice and the goal of ending civil wars. I 
highly recommend this book to all interested 
in international politics, and particularly for 
the insights on leadership, international law, 
and human rights."—Michael C. Horowitz, 
University of Pennsylvania

"Krcmaric tackles an unresolved old chestnut 
debate: whether legal accountability deters 
future atrocities or drags out violence that 
harms civilians by increasing perpetrators' 
incentives to fight to the death. Drawing 
on impeccable logic, statistical analysis, 
and readable, well-executed case studies, 
he convincingly shows that both effects are 
significantly in play. While other authors 
have written about this conundrum, no one 
has posed the logic of the situation so clearly, 
nor illuminated the answer with evidence 
that is so precisely targeted. The Justice 
Dilemma is the kind of work that will have 
a big impact on the debate."—Jack Snyder, 
Columbia University, co-author of Electing 
to Fight
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Food insecurity poses one of the most pressing development 
and human security challenges in the world. In Feeding the 
Hungry, Michelle Jurkovich examines the social and normative 
environments in which international anti-hunger organizations 
are working and argues that despite international law ascribing 
responsibility to national governments to ensure the right to 
food of their citizens, there is no shared social consensus on 
who ought to do what to solve the hunger problem. Drawing on 
interviews with staff at top international anti-hunger organiza-
tions as well as archival research at the United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organization, the UK National Archives, and the US 
National Archives, Jurkovich provides a new analytic model of 
transnational advocacy.

In investigating advocacy around a critical economic and 
social right—the right to food—Jurkovich challenges existing 
understandings of the relationships among human rights, 
norms, and laws. Most important, Feeding the Hungry provides 
an expanded conceptual tool kit with which we can examine and 
understand the social and moral forces at play in rights advocacy. 
 
Michelle Jurkovich is Assistant Professor of Political Sci-
ence at the University of Massachusetts Boston.

$21.95 paperback | $10.99 ebook
186 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w halftones, 1 halftone, 1 figure, 5 charts

"Feeding the Hungry is a meticulously argued, 
intimately sourced expose of how both 
anti-hunger advocacy and IR theorizing 
fall short in understanding how to resolve 
one of the world's most enduring human 
rights problems—food insecurity. I will 
definitely assign this book to my graduate 
students!"—Charli Carpenter, University 
of Massachusetts, author of "Lost" Causes

"Feeding the Hungry is a well-written book 
that offers a new and important theoretical 
argument on how human-rights advocacy 
works. By exploring advocacy around eco-
nomic and social rights, Jurkovich gives us 
a new analytic framing for thinking about 
advocacy."—Jeffrey T. Checkel, Chair in 
International Relations, European University 
Institute

"Feeding the Hungry is a fantastically 
engaging, refreshingly well-written, and 
thought-provoking piece of scholarship. 
Jurkovich offers a sophisticated argument 
that complicates many of the assumptions 
of human rights and transnational advocacy 
work and challenges existing human rights 
scholarship."—John T. Lang, Occidental 
College, author of What's So Controversial 
about Genetically Modified Food?

Feeding the Hungry 
Advocacy and Blame in the Global Fight 
against Hunger

Michelle Jurkovich

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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Desertion 
Trust and Mistrust in Civil Wars 

Theodore Mclauchlin

$49.95 hardcover | $24.99 ebook
280 pages, 6 x 9, 1 map, 7 charts

Theodore McLauchlin's Desertion examines the personal and 
political factors behind soldiers' choices to stay in their unit or 
abandon their cause. He explores what might spur widespread 
desertion in a given group, how some armed groups manage to 
keep their soldiers fighting over long periods, and how commit-
ted soldiers are to their causes and their comrades.

To answer these questions, McLauchlin focuses on combat-
ants in military units during the Spanish Civil War. He pushes 
against the preconception that individual soldiers' motivations 
are either personal or political, either selfish or ideological. In-
stead, he draws together the personal and the political, showing 
how soldiers come to trust each other—or not. Desertion demon-
strates how the armed groups that hold together and survive are 
those that foster interpersonal connections, allowing soldiers 
the opportunity to prove their commitment to the fight.

McLauchlin argues that trust keeps soldiers in the fray, mis-
trust pushes them to leave, and political beliefs and military 
practices shape both. Desertion brings the reader into the world 
of soldiers and rigorously tests the factors underlying desertion. 
It asks, honestly and without judgment, what would you do in 
an army in a civil war? Would you stand and fight? Would you 
try to run away? And what if you found yourself fighting for a 
cause you no longer believe in or never did in the first place? 

Theodore McLauchlin is Associate Professor in the Depart-
ment of Political Science, and Director of the Center for Inter-
national Peace and Security Studies, at Université de Montréal.

"Drawing on the Spanish Civil War, Mc-
Lauchlin weaves a rich and nuanced account 
of how trust between soldiers helps shape 
their wartime decisions to fight for, or 
abandon, their comrades. A provocative 
read sure to spark debate about why soldiers 
desert."—Jason Lyall, Dartmouth College, 
author of Divided Armies

"What explains that some combatants 
decide to leave their armed organizations 
while others decide to keep fighting? It 
turns out that it depends on the relational 
aspects of the armed units as much as on the 
characteristics of soldiers. At the same time, 
coercion attempting to deter desertion can 
backfire and provoke more of it. McLauchlin 
has written a fascinating book, in which he 
explores historical data from the Spanish 
Civil War in an innovative way. A solid piece 
of social science research, which contributes 
to our understanding of the Spanish conflict 
as well as to civil wars more generally."—Laia 
Balcells, Georgetown University, author of 
Rivalry and Revenge
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Catching Up with Theodore McLauchlin
What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

My friend Laia Balcells asked me to 
check if her great-grandfather, Ernesto 
Díaz Calderón, was in my dataset.  He 
had fought for the Spanish Republic in 
the province I was studying. I looked, 
and there he was. This was a coincidence, 
because I only had data on a sample of 
those who, like him, kept fighting rather 
than deserting. It was amazing to be able 
to provide some information to a friend.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

You should have exactly one other proj-
ect on the go. One is the ideal number: 
enough to work on when you don’t want 
to work on the book, not so much that 
you end up spinning plates (as I did).

How do you wish you could change the 
field?

I wish I could end sexism and racism 
within it.

"It was 
amazing to 
be able to 
provide some 
information to 
a friend."
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How to prevent Coups d’Etat 
Counterbalancing and Regime Survival

Erica De Bruin

$46.95 hardcover | $22.99 ebook
216 pages, 6 x 9, 1 map, 6 charts 

In this lively and provocative book, Erica De Bruin looks at the 
threats that rulers face from their own armed forces. Can they 
make their regimes impervious to coups?

How to Prevent Coups d'État shows that how leaders organize 
their coercive institutions has a profound effect on the survival 
of their regimes. When rulers use presidential guards, milita-
rized police, and militia to counterbalance the regular military, 
efforts to oust them from power via coups d'état are less likely to 
succeed. Even as counterbalancing helps to prevent successful 
interventions, however, the resentment that it generates within 
the regular military can provoke new coup attempts. And be-
cause counterbalancing changes how soldiers and police per-
ceive the costs and benefits of a successful overthrow, it can 
create incentives for protracted fighting that result in the esca-
lation of a coup into full-blown civil war.

Drawing on an original dataset of state security forces in 
110 countries over a span of fifty years, as well as case stud-
ies of coup attempts in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the 
Middle East, De Bruin sheds light on how counterbalancing 
affects regime survival. Understanding the dynamics of coun-
terbalancing, she shows, can help analysts predict when coups 
will occur, whether they will succeed, and how violent they are 
likely to be. The arguments and evidence in this book suggest 
that while counterbalancing may prevent successful coups, it is 
a risky strategy to pursue—and one that may weaken regimes 
in the long term. 

Erica De Bruin is Assistant Professor of Government at Ham-
ilton College in Clinton, New York. Her work has been published 
in Journal of Peace Research, Journal of Conf lict Resolution, and 
Foreign Affairs. Follow her on Twitter @esdebruin.

"Erica De Bruin has identified a real lacuna in 
the civil-military relations literature, as those 
of us who have thought about coups have 
rarely considered the role of counterbalanc-
ing institutions explicitly, let alone viewed 
them through a theoretical lens."—Zoltan 
Barany, University of Texas, author of How 
Armies Respond to Revolutions and Why

"Erica De Bruin has brought the study of 
coups into the twenty-first century. Cogent 
and compellingly argued, her book shows 
us how a common tactic employed by au-
tocrats—establishing multiple competitive 
security forces—may help prevent, but 
may also at times encourage, conspiracies 
against the government. How to Prevent 
Coups d'État is a major contribution to the 
scholarship on comparative politics and 
civil-military relations."—Risa Brooks, Mar-
quette University, author of Shaping Strategy

"Erica De Bruin has meticulously collected 
a vast swath of original, reliable, and global 
data and leveraged it through an excellent 
research approach to finally resolve the 
debates about the design of coercive 
institutions and the impact on regime 
survival."—Caitlin Talmadge, Georgetown 
University, author of The Dictator's Army
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do deMoCr ACIes need to
worrY About Coups?

Erica De Bruin

This fall, when President Trump refused to accept 
the results of the election, it raised concerns 
about whether he was attempting to stage a 

coup to remain in power. After several weeks of delay, 
the transition to a new administration is now underway. 
But the incident raises the question: to what extent do 
democracies need to worry about coup attempts?

Coups can be understood as illegal, overt efforts by 
military or civilian elites to seize executive power. Impor-
tantly, they involve the use or threat of violence. While 
coup attempts are no longer as common as they once 
were, they still occur with troubling frequency. Since 
2000, more than fifty coup attempts have occurred in 
thirty-one different countries. It remains exceedingly 
rare for coups to occur in wealthy, consolidated democ-
racies like the United States.

Here, the bigger risk to democracy is the more grad-
ual imposition of restrictions of political participation or 
chipping away at norms of accountability for political 
leaders—steps scholars refer to as “democratic backslid-
ing,” rather than coups.  

But the threat of a coup does remain pressing in more 
newly democratizing regimes, which have not yet devel-
oped norms of civilian, democratic governance of the 
military. Coups in these democracies are twice as likely 
to succeed as those that occur in dictatorships. In the 
past decade alone, democratically-elected rulers in Bo-
livia, Egypt, Honduras, and Thailand have been ousted 
from power in coups.

To protect themselves from coup attempts, leaders 
adopt a whole range of “coup-proofing” tactics. These 
tactics work in one of two ways—they either aim to ad-
dress grievances that may motivate coups, or they aim 
to make coup attempts more difficult to carry out. One 
particularly common strategy, which I explore in my 
book, involves counterbalancing the military with other 
security forces, such as presidential guards, militarized 
police, and militia, that are independent from military 
control.

These types of security forces frequently resist coup 
attempts staged by the military. While coup-proofing is 
typically portrayed as a tactic of dictators, it is also used 
in democracies. A number of democratic regimes have 
employed counterbalancing precisely because they 
would like to remain democratic.

Early post-independence leaders in India, for exam-
ple, were acutely aware of the risk of a coup. A central 
aim of the expansion of the Central Reserve Police 
Force and other paramilitary forces in the 1960s was to 
contain military influence—relieving the military of inter-
nal security tasks that would have brought it into domes-
tic politics. Following the assassination of Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi, was the creation of a new security force, 
the Special Protection Group, to protect political lead-
ers in the event of a coup.

The relatively fragmented system of military and po-
lice power in the United States was also initially intend-
ed to help prevent the military from becoming powerful 
enough to intervene in politics. These are not isolated 
cases. All told, more than fifty percent of democracies 
retain at least one militarized police or other security 
force capable of counterbalancing the military.

Yet efforts to coup-proof come at a cost. As my book 
documents, establishing security forces outside of mili-
tary command can generate resentment within the reg-
ular military that ends up provoking new coup attempts. 
The resistance that counterweights often offer to coup 
attempts increases the risk that coup attempts will esca-
late to wider violence.

Moreover, these tactics are, by their nature, tempo-
rary fixes. They can make coup attempts more difficult 
to carry out successfully. But in the long-run, the only 
way to coup-proof democracies is for military officers 
to internalize norms of non-intervention in politics—and 
for civilian elites to refrain from attempting to under-
mine them.
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Leading analysts have predicted for decades that nuclear weap-
ons would help pacify international politics. The core notion is 
that countries protected by these fearsome weapons can stop 
competing so intensely with their adversaries: they can end 
their arms races, scale back their alliances, and stop jockeying 
for strategic territory. But rarely have theory and practice been 
so opposed. Why do international relations in the nuclear age 
remain so competitive? Indeed, why are today's major geopolit-
ical rivalries intensifying?

In The Myth of the Nuclear Revolution, Keir A. Lieber and 
Daryl G. Press tackle the central puzzle of the nuclear age: the 
persistence of intense geopolitical competition in the shadow 
of nuclear weapons. They explain why the Cold War superpow-
ers raced so feverishly against each other; why the creation of 

"mutual assured destruction" does not ensure peace; and why 
the rapid technological changes of the 21st century will weaken 
deterrence in critical hotspots around the world.

By explaining how the nuclear revolution falls short, Lieber 
and Press discover answers to the most pressing questions 
about deterrence in the coming decades: how much capability 
is required for a reliable nuclear deterrent, how conventional 
conflicts may become nuclear wars, and how great care is re-
quired now to prevent new technology from ushering in an age 
of nuclear instability. 

Keir A. Lieber is Director of the Center for Security Studies 
and Security Studies Program and Associate Professor in the 
Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service and Department 
of Government at Georgetown University. He is the author of 
War and the Engineers.

Daryl G. Press is Associate Professor in the Department of 
Government at Dartmouth College. He is the author of Calcu-
lating Credibility.

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$29.95 hardcover | $14.99 ebook
180 pages, 6 x 9, 3 maps, 5 charts

"This is the most important book written 
about nuclear strategy since the Cold War. 
Lieber and Press offer a powerful and com-
pelling challenge to the widely held belief 
that nuclear weapons have revolutionized 
world politics. It is a must read for students 
of international security."—John J. Mear-
sheimer, University of Chicago, author of 
The Great Delusion

"Albert Einstein famously quipped that the 
atomic bomb 'has changed everything 
except our way of thinking.' Seven decades 
later, Lieber and Press invite us to consider 
how little has changed in the behavior of 
states. With fresh and compelling analysis, 
they argue that the persistence of strategic 
competition among states armed with the 
ultimate means of self defense calls into 
question the purported nuclear revolution 
in world politics."—Brad Roberts, Former 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense

The Myth of the Nuclear Revolution 
Power Politics in the Atomic Age

Keir A. Lieber And Daryl G. Press
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Jasmine-Kim Westendorf's discomforting book investigates 
sexual misconduct by military peacekeepers and abuses 
perpetrated by civilian peacekeepers and non-UN civilian 
interveners. Based on extensive field research in Bosnia, 
Timor-Leste, and with the UN and humanitarian communi-
ties, Violating Peace uncovers a brutal truth about peacebuild-
ing as Westendorf investigates how such behaviors affect the 
capacity of the international community to achieve its goals 
related to stability and peacebuilding, and its legitimacy in the 
eyes of local and global populations.

As Violating Peace shows, when interveners perpetrate sexual 
exploitation and abuse, they undermine the operational capacity 
of the international community to effectively build peace after 
civil wars and to alleviate human suffering in crises. Further-
more, sexual misconduct by interveners poses a significant risk 
to the perceived legitimacy of the multilateral peacekeeping 
project, and the UN more generally, with ramifications for the 
nature and dynamics of UN in future peace operations.

Westendorf illustrates how sexual exploitation and abuse 
relates to other challenges facing UN peacekeeping, and shows 
how such misconduct is deeply linked to the broader cultures 
and structures within which peacekeepers work, and which 
shape their perceptions of and interactions with local commu-
nities. Effectively preventing such behaviors is crucial to global 
peace, order, and justice. Violating Peace thus identifies how 
policies might be improved in the future, based on an account 
of why they have failed to date.

Jasmine-Kim Westendorf is Senior Lecturer in International 
Relations at La Trobe University, Australia, and a Research Asso-
ciate at the Developmental Leadership Program. She is author of 
Why Peace Processes Fail. Follow her on Twitter @jasminekimw.

 

$29.95 hardcover | $14.99 ebook
232 pages, 6 x 9

"Violating Peace is a richly detailed and fas-
cinating read full of hard truths about the 
nature of peacekeeping and peacebuilding. 
An absolute must-read for scholars, practi-
tioners and policymakers, this book will be 
central to debates about sexual exploitation 
and abuse—and how to prevent it—for years 
to come."—Dara Kay Cohen, Harvard Ken-
nedy School, author of Rape During Civil 
War

"Westendorf tackles an important subject 
in the world of peace operations and has 
managed to identify a missing angle in the 
growing literature about sexual exploita-
tion and abuse. Her insightful book makes 
an important intellectual and practical 
contribution."—Paul D. Williams, George 
Washington University, author of Fighting 
for Peace in Somalia

"A UN Secretary-General defines sexual 
exploitation and abuse by peacekeepers as 

'a cancer on our system.' Westendorf probes 
further—Has it spread? Is it fatal?—and offers 
a holistic treatment plan to encourage and 
inspire all who believe that UN peacekeep-
ing is well worth saving."—Paula Donovan, 
Code Blue Campaign

Violating Peace 
Sex, Aid, and Peacekeeping

Jasmine-Kim Westendorf
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Policymakers worry that "ungoverned spaces" pose dangers to 
security and development. Why do such spaces exist beyond the 
authority of the state? Earlier scholarship—which addressed 
this question with a list of domestic failures—overlooked the 
crucial role that international politics play. In this shrewd book, 
Melissa M. Lee argues that foreign subversion undermines state 
authority and promotes ungoverned space. Enemy governments 
empower insurgents to destabilize the state and create ungov-
erned territory. This kind of foreign subversion is a powerful 
instrument of modern statecraft. But though subversion is less 
visible and less costly than conventional force, it has insidious 
effects on governance in the target state.

To demonstrate the harmful consequences of foreign subver-
sion for state authority, Crippling Leviathan marshals a wealth of 
evidence and presents in-depth studies of Russia's relations with 
the post-Soviet states, Malaysian subversion of the Philippines 
in the 1970s, and Thai subversion of Vietnamese-occupied Cam-
bodia in the 1980s. The evidence presented by Lee is persuasive: 
foreign subversion weakens the state.

She challenges the conventional wisdom on statebuilding, 
which has long held that conflict promotes the development of 
strong, territorially consolidated states. Lee argues instead that 
conf lictual international politics prevents state development 
and degrades state authority. In addition, Crippling Leviathan 
illuminates the use of subversion as an underappreciated and 
important feature of modern statecraft. Rather than resort to 
war, states resort to subversion. Policymakers interested in ame-
liorating the consequences of ungoverned space must recognize 
the international roots that sustain weak statehood.

Melissa M. Lee is Assistant Professor of Political and Inter-
national Affairs at Princeton University. Visit melissamlee.com 
for more information.

$39.95 paperback | $19.99 ebook
264 pages, 6 x 9, 12 maps, 17 charts

"Lee's pathbreaking book provides the 
best study yet of how ungoverned spaces 
have become important in international 
conflict."—Foreign Affairs

"Melissa Lee's superb new book challenges 
both the conventional wisdom and the 
qualification to identify an overlooked way 
in which conflictual relations between two 
states since 1960 have served to weaken, 
rather than strengthen, one of the dispu-
tants."—Perspective on Politics

"Lee has written nothing short of a corner-
stone book for any international relations 
or comparative politics scholar."—Security 
Studies Quarterly

Crippling Leviathan 
How Foreign Subversion Weakens the State

Melissa M. Lee
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stAte AuthorItY And the 2020 Census
Melissa M. Lee

The business of government never ceases—even 
in the middle of a global pandemic. Americans 
sheltering at home are likely encountering adver-

tisements about a seemingly mundane government ex-
ercise: the 2020 census. The advertisements emphasize 
that responding to the census ensures that communities 
get fair representation in Congress and their share of 
federal tax dollars.

The census is one of the oldest ways that the state 
gathers data about its population. Collecting and pro-
ducing data is a core state activity: in fact, the word “sta-
tistic” derives from the Latin word for “state.” Accurate 
information for planning, monitoring, and enforcement 
across a wide variety of domains of state activity.

Statistics are the way states see and understand their 
population. But many countries in the developing world 
have informational blind spots that manifest as gaps or 
inaccuracies in their data. Researchers and economic 
planners regard these statistical problems as hurdles 
to overcome. My book, Crippling Leviathan, embraces 
them as an opportunity.

Crippling Leviathan is about the problem of “ungov-
erned” space, pockets of territory where state authority 
is contested or absent. One challenge that has bedev-
iled the scholarship on ungoverned space is measuring 
the variation in state presence—determining where the 
state does and does not govern its territory. National 
data provide an incomplete picture; they tell us which 
states have state authority deficiencies but not where 
within states those deficiencies are. Subnational data 
have started to fill in the story, but are often missing pre-
cisely because state authority is low.

Crippling Leviathan treats the data problem as a fea-
ture rather than a bug. The core insight is that absent or 
inaccurate information is information. That is, the ability 
to collect accurate information about the population 
tells us something about where and to what degree the 
state exercises authority.

The census is an excellent example. Unlike the Unit-
ed States, where individuals can respond to the census 
online, by phone, or by mail, many developing countries 
conduct censuses via household interviews. For these 
states, the census is a massive exercise in state power: 
it requires administrative capacity as well as a significant 
mobilization of labor. States that cannot conduct cen-

suses are unlikely to be doing much else effectively.
The goal of the census is to generate accurate infor-

mation. In the case of age data, there are two sources of 
inaccuracy that are intimately related to state authori-
ty—which therefore makes census accuracy a useful way 
to assess state presence.

The first source is interviewer error, which occurs 
when interviewers shirk their duties. They are more likely 
to do so when confronting unsafe conditions related to 
state authority gaps: physical insecurity or inadequate 
infrastructure. Because interviewers cannot turn in emp-
ty forms, they make up data. The second source of error 
is respondent error, which occurs when respondents do 
not know their precise ages. Knowledge of one’s age 
in precise quantitative terms is only relevant in societ-
ies where the state has given meaning to age through 
regulation. Individuals pressed for an answer on the age 
question will give their best guess.

In both cases, individuals do not provide random 
numbers—even when they attempt to be random. 
Rather, they tend to favor certain terminal digits, such 
as numbers ending in 0 or 5. This tendency appears in 
aggregated data as an excess of ages in ending in 0s 
and 5s, far more than one would expect in a natural pop-
ulation. The data are clearly inaccurate. But inaccurate 
does not mean useless.

Crippling Leviathan uses this insight to study the 
topic of ungoverned space in ways that had not previ-
ously been possible. The book leverages a quantitative 
indicator of age accuracy to show where state authority 
is weak or absent. It then deploys that indicator in sta-
tistical analyses that test the book’s primary argument 
about the causes of ungoverned space. The evidence 
is powerful and persuasive: foreign subversion weakens 
the state.
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$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 ebook
256 pages, 6 x 9, 5 maps

Do countries fight wars for oil? Given the resource's exceptional 
military and economic importance, most people assume that 
states will do anything to obtain it. Challenging this conven-
tional wisdom, The Oil Wars Myth reveals that countries do not 
launch major conf licts to acquire petroleum resources. Emily 
Meierding argues that the costs of foreign invasion, territorial 
occupation, international retaliation, and damage to oil company 
relations deter even the most powerful countries from initiating 
"classic oil wars." Examining a century of interstate violence, 
she demonstrates that, at most, countries have engaged in mild 
sparring to advance their petroleum ambitions.

The Oil Wars Myth elaborates on these findings by reassess-
ing the presumed oil motives for many of the twentieth century's 
most prominent international conflicts: World War II, the two 
American Gulf wars, the Iran–Iraq War, the Falklands/Malvinas 
War, and the Chaco War. These case studies show that countries 
have consistently refrained from fighting for oil. Meierding also 
explains why oil war assumptions are so common, despite the 
lack of supporting evidence. Since classic oil wars exist at the 
intersection of need and greed—two popular explanations for 
resource grabs—they are unusually easy to believe in.

The Oil Wars Myth will engage and inform anyone interested 
in oil, war, and the narratives that connect them.

Emily Meierding is Assistant Professor at the Naval Postgrad-
uate School, Monterey, California.

"Emily Meierding provides a much-needed 
critique of the concept of 'oil wars,' debunk-
ing simplistic assertions over oil-motivated 
wars to expose some of the underlying 
causes of warfare in oil producing coun-
tries."—Philippe Le Billon, University of 
British Columbia, author of Wars of Plunder

"The Oil Wars Myth is a welcome and 
thoughtful corrective to a long-standing 
and largely unquestioned assumption about 

'classic oil wars.' Emily Meierding convincing-
ly unravels this assumption using a structured 
comparison of conflicts reflecting the best 
of qualitative security studies—theoretically 
ambitious and carefully detailed. This book 
is an exciting new contribution to the study 
of resources and war."—Benjamin Smith, 
University of Florida, author of Hard Times 
in the Land of Plenty

The Oil Wars Myth 
Petroleum and the Causes of International 
Conflict

Emily Meierding
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the oIl wArs MYth
And InternAtIonAl ConflICt

Emily Meierding

Last month, the COVID-19 pandemic caused glob-
al oil consumption to fall by almost 30 million bar-
rels per day, from its previous high of 100 million 

barrels. Oil demand is not expected to fully recover by 
the end of 2020. Some analysts predict that it will never 
return to pre-pandemic levels. In that case, the world will 
experience a permanent oil glut. There are many advan-
tages to cheap, abundant oil. Is one of them the end of 
international oil wars?

If oil is plentiful and not very valuable, why would 
countries fight over it? Surely, the oil glut will reduce the 
frequency of international conflicts.

My book, The Oil Wars Myth, challenges this as-
sumption by revealing that so-called oil wars were never 
about oil to begin with. Over the course of almost a cen-
tury (1912–2010), countries launched no major conflicts 
in order to grab petroleum resources. Many of the his-
torical conflicts that are commonly identified as oil wars, 
including World War II, the Iran–Iraq War, Iraq’s invasion 
of Kuwait, and the Chaco War between Bolivia and Par-
aguay, were actually fought for other reasons.

The Oil Wars Myth argues that countries avoid fight-
ing for oil because of the costs associated with these 
conflicts. Leaders that are contemplating international 
oil grabs face the prospect of costly foreign invasions, 
territorial occupation, international retaliation, and in-
vestor approbation. As a result, the benefits of seizing 
foreign oil are far lower than most people imagine. It 
is not worth prosecuting major international conflicts, 
merely to seize oil resources.

My book finds that, rather than prosecuting “classic 
oil wars,” states engage in four types of militarized con-
flicts in oil-endowed territories: red herrings, oil spats, oil 
campaigns, and oil gambits. In red herrings, states fight 
in areas with oil, but for other reasons, such as hegemon-
ic aspirations, domestic politics, national pride, and con-
tested territories’ other strategic and economic assets. In 
oil spats and oil campaigns, states are motivated by oil 
ambitions. However, oil spats are minor confrontations 
and oil campaigns occur in the midst of ongoing inter-
national wars that were started for other reasons. Finally, 
in the unique historical oil gambit—the only conflict that 
might be labeled a classic oil war—the aggressor target-
ed foreign oil in order to achieve a broader, political aim.

The Oil Wars Myth explores each of the four types of 

conflict using historical case studies. It presents two red 
herrings: the Chaco and Iran–Iraq wars. The featured oil 
spat occurred between Argentina and the United King-
dom, in the states’ Falkland/Malvinas Islands dispute. 
The oil campaigns are from World War II. The sole oil 
gambit is Iraq’s 1990 invasion of Kuwait. I also examine 
the United States’ 2003 invasion of Iraq, showing that it 
was not a classic oil war.

If classic oil wars never actually occur, why is the belief 
in these conflicts so widespread? My book observes that 
classic oil wars exist at the intersection of two dominant 
narratives about the causes of violent conflict: the “Mad 
Max Myth,” which claims that people fight because of 
resource scarcity and existential need, and the “El Do-
rado Myth,” which claims that people fight because of 
greed. I show that each of these narratives has persisted 
for centuries. Because we believe in them, we believe in 
classic oil wars.

What do my findings mean, in the midst of a global 
oil glut? Unfortunately, cheap, abundant oil will not re-
duce the frequency of international conflicts. States will 
continue to refrain from fighting for oil resources—as 
they always have. However, they will also continue to 
fight for other reasons.
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When There Was No Aid 
War and Peace in Somaliland

Sarah G. Phillips

"This remarkable study of a non-state upends 
dominant scholarly and policy discourses 
about statehood, conflict, peace, devel-
opment, and international interventions. 
Phillips skillfully engages the relevant 
literature and methodological issues, and 
employs a creative multimethod approach to 
capture both the uniqueness of Somaliland 
and its value for comparative analysis and 
political theory. This is an excellent volume 
for college and larger public libraries, and for 
collections supporting programs in interna-
tional affairs, as well as for Africana, peace, 
development, and security studies."—Choice

"When There Was No Aid is the result of 
extensive fieldwork . . . . Phillips has drawn 
on impressive empirical research to produce 
a compelling account of Somaliland's path 
to peace. While it is evidently written with 
an academic audience in mind, this book 
is lively and accessible."—Times Literary 
Supplement

"Phillips's nuanced and provocative study is 
the most compelling account yet of Somalil-
and's recent history."—Foreign Affairs

For all of the doubts raised about the effectiveness of interna-
tional aid in advancing peace and development, there are few 
examples of developing countries that are even relatively un-
touched by it. Sarah G. Phillips's When There Was No Aid offers 
us one such example.

Using evidence from Somaliland's experience of peace-build-
ing, When There Was No Aid challenges two of the most en-
grained presumptions about violence and poverty in the global 
South. First, that intervention by actors in the global North is 
self-evidently useful in ending them, and second that the qual-
ity of a country's governance institutions (whether formal or 
informal) necessarily determines the level of peace and civil 
order that the country experiences.

Phillips explores how popular discourses about war, peace, 
and international intervention structure the conditions of pos-
sibility to such a degree that even the inability of institutions 
to provide reliable security can stabilize a prolonged period 
of peace. She argues that Somaliland's post-conflict peace is 
grounded less in the constraining power of its institutions than 
in a powerful discourse about the country's structural, temporal, 
and physical proximity to war. Through its sensitivity to the 
ease with which peace gives way to war, Phillips argues, this 
discourse has indirectly harnessed an apparent propensity to 
war as a source of order.

Sarah G. Phillips is Associate Professor in the Department 
of Government and International Relations at the University of 
Sydney. Follow her on Twitter @DrSarahPhillips.

$36.95 hardcover | $17.99 ebook
256 pages, 6 x 9, 1 map



41  C O R N E L L P R E S S . C O R N E L L . E D U

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 ebook
234 pages, 6 x 9, 4 b&w line drawings

"For more than a century oil has been central 
to international security, yet scholars have 
struggled to understand its impact in sys-
tematic ways.  Rosemary Kelanic's theory 
of strategic anticipation helps fill that gap 
while challenging conventional explanations 
of recent great power behavior in the shad-
ow of war."—John Duffield, Georgia State 
University, author of Over a Barrel and Fuels 
Paradise

"Rose Kelanic has written the definitive book 
on the politics of oil coercion among great 
powers. Lucidly composed and provoca-
tively argued, her theory of 'anticipatory 
strategies' reveals the various ways states 
seek to neutralize the oil threat—sometimes 
even undertaking wars to do so. In the pro-
cess, Black Gold and Blackmail illuminates 
oil's essential role in international relations. 
Kelanic's book ensures we will all be paying 
a lot more attention to oil politics in the 
future."—Risa Brooks, Marquette University, 
author of Shaping Strategy

Black Gold and Blackmail 
Oil and Great Power Politics

Rosemary A. Kelanic

Black Gold and Blackmail seeks to explain why great powers 
adopt such different strategies to protect their oil access from 
politically motivated disruptions. In extreme cases, such as 
Imperial Japan in 1941, great powers fought wars to grab oil 
territory in anticipation of a potential embargo by the Allies; 
in other instances, such as Germany in the early Nazi period, 
states chose relatively subdued measures like oil alliances or 
domestic policies to conserve oil. What accounts for this vari-
ation? Fundamentally, it is puzzling that great powers fear oil 
coercion at all because the global market makes oil sanctions 
very difficult to enforce.

Rosemary A. Kelanic argues that two variables determine 
what strategy a great power will adopt: the petroleum deficit, 
which measures how much oil the state produces domestically 
compared to what it needs for its strategic objectives; and dis-
ruptibility, which estimates the susceptibility of a state's oil im-
ports to military interdiction—that is, blockade. Because global 
markets undercut the effectiveness of oil sanctions, blockade is 
in practice the only true threat to great power oil access. That, 
combined with the devastating consequences of oil deprivation 
to a state's military power, explains why states fear oil coercion 
deeply despite the adaptive functions of the market.

Together, these two variables predict a state's coercive vul-
nerability, which determines how willing the state will be to 
accept the costs and risks attendant on various potential strat-
egies. Only those great powers with large deficits and highly 
disruptible imports will adopt the most extreme strategy: direct 
control of oil through territorial conquest. 

Rosemary A. Kelanic is Assistant Professor of Political Sci-
ence at the University of Notre Dame, and co-editor of Crude 
Strategy. Follow her on Twitter @RKelanic.
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"The knowledge of contemporary grassroots 
politics and historical political development 
in both Malaysia and Singapore that Weiss 
brings to bear in this book is beyond im-
pressive. The Roots of Resilience is a major 
contribution that will be widely read for a 
very long time."—Dan Slater, University of 
Michigan, author of Ordering Power

"This is a very insightful book on the dynam-
ics of party politics, regime endurance, and 
clientelism in Malaysia and Singapore. Weiss 
has clearly spent much time getting to know 
the ground in Malaysia and Singapore, and 
meeting with politicians, civil society groups, 
and other relevant actors. This deep knowl-
edge is reflected in the book."—Erik Martinez 
Kuhonta, McGill University, author of The 
Institutional Imperative

The Roots of Resilience examines governance from the ground 
up in the world's two most enduring electoral authoritarian or 

"hybrid" regimes—Singapore and Malaysia—where politically 
liberal and authoritarian features are blended to evade substan-
tive democracy. Although skewed elections, curbed civil liberties, 
and a dose of coercion help sustain these regimes, selectively 
structured state policies and patronage, partisan machines that 
effectively stand in for local governments, and diligently sus-
tained clientelist relations between politicians and constituents 
are equally important.

While key attributes of these regimes differ, affecting the 
scope, character, and balance among national parties and poli-
cies, local machines, and personalized linkages—and notwith-
standing a momentous change of government in Malaysia in 
2018—the similarity in the overall patterns in these countries 
confirms the salience of these dimensions. As Meredith L. Weiss 
shows, taken together, these attributes accustom citizens to the 
system in place, making meaningful change in how electoral 
mobilization and policymaking happen all the harder to change. 
This authoritarian acculturation is key to the durability of both 
regimes, but, given weaker party competition and party–civil 
society links, is stronger in Singapore than Malaysia. High levels 
of authoritarian acculturation, amplifying the political payoffs 
of what parties and politicians actually provide their constitu-
ents, explain why electoral turnover alone is insufficient for real 
regime change in either state.

Meredith L . Weiss is Professor of Political Science in the 
Rockefeller College of Public Affairs & Policy at the University 
at Albany, State University of New York. She is author of Student 
Activism in Malaysia and Protest and Possibilities.

The Roots of Resilience 
Party Machines and Grassroots Politics in 
Southeast Asia 

Meredith L. Weiss
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regul Ar soldIers, Irregul Ar wAr
Devorah S. Manekin

In recent weeks, federal Homeland Security forces de-
ployed to Portland, charged with guarding its federal 
courthouse. Agents in combat fatigues barricaded the 

area, clashing with protesters and bringing about a steep 
rise in resistance and aggression. To some, the images 
evoked scenes from the counterinsurgency campaigns 
waged by many modern militaries in the past few de-
cades, from Iraq and Afghanistan to the Occupied Pal-
estinian Territories, in which troops clashed with local 
populations, escalating conflict and leading to violent 
repression.

Like the narratives emerging from Portland, accounts 
of military forces in irregular conflict tend to focus on the 
policies of leaders and the political machinations that led 
to the deployment of forces, depicting the troops as ei-
ther obedient implementers of policy, or as gangs seek-
ing to inflict harm. The perspectives of combatants, and 
the processes through which they came to carry out the 
violence, are hidden from view. This is not unusual: the 
closed world of combat is difficult to access, especially in 
times of conflict. Soldiers themselves are acutely aware 
of this silence, frequently commenting on the inability of 
outsiders to understand their experiences.

Yet homogeneous depictions of combatants can ob-
scure the often considerable differences among them 
when it comes to participation in violence. Sometimes, 
soldiers follow violent orders to the letter, while other 
times they commit violence far beyond their orders, and 
still other times, they shirk or resist violence. My book, 
Regular Soldiers, Irregular War: Violence and Restraint 
in the Second Intifada, examines these differences, 
through a case study of the Israel Defense Force (IDF) 
in the Second Intifada, a period when Israeli combat 
soldiers spent the bulk of their service engaged in re-
pressing the Palestinian insurgency. Departing from 
scholarly perspectives that focus on differences be-
tween armed groups rather than within them, as well as 
from those that examine the social psychology of vio-
lence in ordinary people, the book explores the impli-
cations of working in an organization that, by definition, 
exercises a monopoly on violence.

Drawing on dozens of in-depth interviews, survey 
responses, and memoirs of former combatants, supple-
mented by a multitude of other sources and perspec-
tives, the book explores the organizational dynamics 

of small combat units and how they shape the use of 
force by soldiers on the ground. Though the military is 
often associated in the popular imagination with strict 
discipline and punishment, the book finds that the most 
powerful organizational mechanisms motivating soldier 
behavior are social, and include such tools as socializa-
tion, persuasion, charismatic leadership, and the creation 
of a shared identity and culture.

These mechanisms begin in the training period, when 
extensive efforts are invested in aligning the interests 
and beliefs of soldiers with those of the military, valoriz-
ing the use of force for military ends. Yet in deployment, 
the lessons of training can gradually fade, and soldiers 
become less likely to conform to the will of their supe-
riors, in some cases producing more violence than de-
manded of them or using it for their own purposes, and 
in other cases shirking or evading violence. When that 
happens, it is not the policies devised by political and 
military elites that bring soldiers back in line, but rather 
junior commanders on the ground, who are tasked with 
re-instilling military preferences among soldiers, with 
varying degrees of success.

While the strategies that policymakers devise to re-
press insurgency and resistance matter, they tell only 
part of the story. A fuller understanding of the processes 
through which violence is unleashed and curbed emerg-
es from incorporating the perspectives of those who 
implement them. Though Regular Soldiers, Irregular 
War draws its data mostly from the Occupied Palestine 
Territories during the Second Intifada, much of its analy-
sis and lessons can be  applied in other situations where 
armed troops attempt to control civilian populations.
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Regular Soldiers, Irregular War 
Violence and Restraint in the Second Intifada

Devorah S. Manekin

"Regular Soldiers, Irregular War is a treasure 
trove of oral history of the second intifada, 
supporting an original and intriguing the-
oretical framework through which we can 
better understand soldiers' acts of violence. 
Manekin uses the interviews and survey 
masterfully to create a well-integrated and 
compelling read."—Boaz Atzili, American 
University, author of Triadic Coercion

"In this carefully argued book, Devorah 
Manekin takes us inside Israeli combat units 
and provides a rare, compelling account of 
soldier-level decisions to use, or refrain from, 
violence. Theoretically sophisticated and 
analytically nuanced, this book highlights 
micro-level variation within armies and 
brings agency and organizational dynam-
ics into the study of counterinsurgency. An 
outstanding contribution to the burgeoning 
study of political violence."—Scott Straus, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, author 
of The Order of Genocide

What explains differences in soldier participation in violence 
during irregular war? How do ordinary men become profession-
al wielders of force, and when does this transformation falter 
or fail? Regular Soldiers, Irregular War presents a theoretical 
framework for understanding the various forms of behavior in 
which soldiers engage during counterinsurgency campaigns—
compliance and shirking, abuse and restraint, as well as the 
creation of new violent practices.

Through an in-depth study of the Israeli Defense Forces' 
repression of the Second Palestinian Intifada of 2000–2005, 
including in-depth interviews with and a survey of former com-
batants, Devorah Manekin examines how soldiers come both to 
unleash and to curb violence against civilians in a counterin-
surgency campaign. Manekin argues that variation in soldiers' 
behavior is best explained by the effectiveness of the control 
mechanisms put in place to ensure combatant violence reflects 
the strategies and preferences of military elites, primarily at 
the small-unit level.

Furthermore, she develops and analyzes soldier participation 
in three categories of violence: strategic violence authorized by 
military elites; opportunistic or unauthorized violence; and 

"entrepreneurial violence"—violence initiated from below to ad-
vance organizational aims when leaders are ambiguous about 
what will best serve those aims. By going inside military field 
units and exploring their patterns of command and control, Reg-
ular Soldiers, Irregular War, sheds new light on the dynamics of 
violence and restraint in counterinsurgency. 

Devorah S. Manekin is Assistant Professor in the Inter-
national Relations Department at the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem.

$39.95 hardcover | $19.95 ebook
264 pages, 6 x 9, 1 b&w line drawing, 1 map, 3 charts
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Why are some territorial partitions accepted as the appropriate 
borders of a nation's homeland, whereas in other places conflict 
continues despite or even because of division of territory? In 
Homelands, Nadav G. Shelef develops a theory of what home-
lands are that acknowledges both their importance in domestic 
and international politics and their change over time. These 
changes, he argues, driven by domestic political competition and 
help explain the variation in whether partitions resolve conflict.

Homelands also provides systematic, comparable data about 
the homeland status of lost territory over time that allow it to 
bridge the persistent gap between constructivist theories of 
nationalism and positivist empirical analyses of international 
relations. 

Nadav G. Shelef is the Harvey M. Meyerhoff Professor of 
Israel Studies and Professor of Political Science at the University 
of Wisconsin, Madison. He is the author of Evolving Nationalism.

 

$29.95 paperback | $14.99 ebook
336 pages, 6 x 9, 10 b&w halftones, 3 maps, 19 charts

"Homelands are supposed to be the solid 
foundation on which our political order 
rests.  Shelef teaches us that they are in 
constant flux.  He studies ideas, speeches, 
and maps, exploring crucial cases and broad 
data to show us when homelands change.  
This is an ambitious, beautiful book of great 
significance."—Ron E. Hassner, Helen Diller 
Family Chair in Israel Studies, U.C. Berkeley

"Shelef's work, in each of his chapters, is care-
ful, thoughtful, and methodical. Homelands 
makes a bold argument, that what we un-
derstand as a 'homeland' is actually a social 
fact that can change over time."—Stacie 
Goddard, Wellesley College, Director of the 
Madeleine K. Albright Institute and author 
of When Right Makes Might

Homelands 
Shifting Borders and Territorial Disputes

Nadav G. Shelef

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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understAndIng hoMel Ands
Nadav G. Shelef

From the Trump plan for a solution to the conflict 
between Israelis and Palestinians, the Russian an-
nexation of Crimea, conflicts between China and 

India, on one side, and Taiwan on the other, and Basque 
and Scottish secessionist endeavors, the world contin-
ues to be riven by projects intended to reshape interna-
tional borders. Sometimes such projects “work” and new 
borders are eventually accepted as appropriate. Other 
times, however, the drawing or redrawing of interna-
tional borders sparks apparently intractable conflict. My 
book, Homelands, explains the role homelands play in 
this variation.

Homelands are a fundamental component of any 
nationalism. The idea that a nation ought to control 
its political destiny (nationalism) requires a territory in 
which to exercise this control. As a result, all nationalisms 
sanctify a particular territory as the homeland. Home-
lands then come to symbolize the area from which a na-
tion has risen and in which it should fulfill its destiny. The 
emotive power of homelands stems from these sym-
bolic, almost religious, beliefs more than any economic 
or strategic value of the land. This is why borders that 
truncate homelands lead to so much conflict.

Yet, despite their tremendous value and the common 
view of homelands as immutable, the contours of the 
homeland can, and do, change over time. For example, 
Indian nationalists no longer Pakistan as part of “Mother 
India.” Germans rarely seek the return of the German 
homeland east of the Oder and Neisse Rivers. Even Ital-
ian nationalism, whose aspirations for its terra irredenta 
(unredeemed land) along the Adriatic coast gave us 
the term “irredentism,” no longer widely includes Istria 
or Dalmatia within the geographical scope of the Italian 
homeland.

Taking the possibility that a homeland’s boundaries 
can change, seriously, directs our attention to questions 
about how and under what conditions such transfor-
mations take place. Asking these questions allows us to 
move beyond the debate about whether or not the terri-
tory’s role in a conflict is due to its perceived indivisibility 
to an explicit exploration of the mechanisms that drive 
changes in the definition of the homeland’s scope and 
the conditions that make such transformations more 
likely.

Such transformations are frequently the byproduct of 
the domestic political game. Different political move-
ments often disagree about exactly which tracts of land 
are appropriately part of the homeland and what logics 
or combination of logics (e.g., historical, religious, eco-
nomic, demographic) justify including that land as part 
of the nation’s homeland. The domestic competition 
for power between these movements fosters change 
in two particular ways. First, new, more modest, under-
standings of the homeland, where they are associated 
with domestic political success in this struggle, displace 
more expansive ones. Over time, land left out of these 
understandings loses its status as part of the homeland. 
Second, logics that were successful in laying claim to 
land as part of the homeland in an earlier period may, for 
any number of reasons, no longer hold sway. When ei-
ther happens, new map-images of the homeland come 
to be seen as the commonsense ones. These contrac-
tions in the homeland’s scope, in turn, explain why some 
new borders are accepted while others fuel recurring 
violence.
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CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$49.95 hardcover | $24.99 ebook
264 pages, 5.5 x 8.5, 2 b&w line drawings, 5 charts

"Reputation for Resolve marshals impressive 
evidence that leaders, not states, signal 
firmness in interstate disputes. The book 
is an important contribution to the debate 
over whether and how resolve matters 
in international politics."—Elizabeth N. 
Saunders, School of Foreign Service, 
Georgetown University, author of Leaders 
at War

"This book is the most important statement 
on reputations in international relations 
in a decade.  Danielle Lupton brings new 
methods and evidence to the debate about 
how reputations form and whether they 
matter at the highest levels of foreign policy.  
She upends conventional wisdom and makes 
a convincing case for changing the way we 
think about reputations in international 
politics."—Todd S. Sechser, Pamela Feinour 
Edmonds and Franklin S. Edmonds, Jr. 
Discovery Professor of Politics at the 
University of Virginia, coauthor of Nuclear 
Weapons and Coercive Diplomacy

How do reputations form in international politics? What inf lu-
ence do these reputations have on the conduct of international 
affairs? In Reputation for Resolve, Danielle L. Lupton takes a 
new approach to answering these enduring and hotly debated 
questions by shifting the focus away from the reputations of 
countries and instead examining the reputations of individual 
leaders.

Lupton argues that new leaders establish personal reputa-
tions for resolve that are separate from the reputations of their 
predecessors and from the reputations of their states. Using 
innovative survey experiments and in-depth archival research, 
she finds that leaders acquire personal reputations for resolve 
based on their foreign policy statements and behavior. Repu-
tation for Resolve shows that statements create expectations of 
how leaders will react to foreign policy crises in the future and 
that leaders who fail to meet expectations of resolute action face 
harsh reputational consequences.

Reputation for Resolve challenges the view that reputations do 
not matter in international politics. In sharp contrast, Lupton 
shows that the reputations for resolve of individual leaders inf lu-
ence the strategies statesmen pursue during diplomatic interac-
tions and crises, and she delineates specific steps policymakers 
can take to avoid developing reputations for irresolute action. 
Lupton demonstrates that reputations for resolve do exist and 
can inf luence the conduct of international security. Thus, Rep-
utation for Resolve reframes our understanding of the inf luence 
of leaders and their rhetoric on crisis bargaining and the role 
reputations play in international politics. 

Danielle L. Lupton is Assistant Professor of Political Science 
at Colgate University. She has published articles in Political 
Analysis, Political Research Quarterly, International Interactions, 
and the Journal of Global Security Studies. Follow her on Twitter 
@ProfLupton or on her website at daniellelupton.com.

Reputation for Resolve
How Leaders Signal Determination in 
International Politics

Danielle L . Lupton
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CORNELL STUDIES IN MONEY

$22.95 paperback | free ebook
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"The Hypocritical Hegemon makes an 
important contribution to the research on 
the janus-faced role of America in tax policy. 
FATCA forced countries all over the world to 
end their bank secrecy while not fully doing 
the same in the United States. We need to 
overcome nationalism on both sides of the 
Atlantic."—Sven Giegold, MEP (Group of 
the Green/European Free Alliance)

"This book is an excellent piece of work that 
succinctly presents an original and persuasive 
account of the major developments in global 
tax policy.... Hakelberg does a great job of 
clearly communicating the argument."—J.C. 
Sharman, University of Cambridge, author of 
The Despot's Guide to Wealth Management

In The Hypocritical Hegemon, Lukas Hakelberg takes a close 
look at how US domestic politics affects and determines the 
course of global tax policy. Through an examination of recent 
international efforts to crack down on offshore tax havens and 
the role the United States has played, Hakelberg uncovers how 
a seemingly innocuous technical addition to US law has had 
enormous impact around the world, particularly for individu-
als and corporations aiming to avoid and evade taxation.

Through bullying and using its overwhelming political 
power, writes Hakelberg, the United States has imposed rules 
on the rest of the world while exempting domestic banks for 
the same reporting requirements. It can do so because no other 
government wields control over such huge financial and con-
sumer markets. This power imbalance is at the heart of The 
Hypocritical Hegemon. 

Lukas Hakelberg is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow with the 
Center for International and Comparative Political Economy at 
Freie Universität Berlin.

Thanks to generous funding from COFFERS EU, the ebook 
editions of this book are available as Open Access volumes 
from Cornell Open (cornellopen.org) and other repositories.

Hypocritical Hegemon 
How the United States Shapes Global Rules 
against Tax Evasion and Avoidance

Lukas Hakelberg
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The Consequences of Humiliation explores the nature of national 
humiliation and its impact on foreign policy. Joslyn Barnhart 
demonstrates that Germany's catastrophic reaction to humilia-
tion at the end of World War I is part of a broader pattern: states 
that experience humiliating events are more likely to engage in 
international aggression aimed at restoring the state's image in 
its own eyes and in the eyes of others.

Barnhart shows that these states also pursue conquest, inter-
vene in the affairs of other states, engage in diplomatic hostility 
and verbal discord, and pursue advanced weaponry and other 
symbols of national resurgence at higher rates than non-humil-
iated states in similar foreign policy contexts. Her examination 
of how national humiliation functions at the individual level 
explores leaders' domestic incentives to evoke a sense of national 
humiliation. As a result of humiliation on this level, the effects 
may persist for decades, if not centuries, following the original 
humiliating event. 

Joslyn Barnhart is Assistant Professor of Government at 
Wesleyan University.

$47.95 hardcover | $23.99 ebook
270 pages, 6 x 9, 6 b&w line drawings, 14 charts

"The Consequences of Humiliation is a mar-
velous book. It addresses an important but 
understudied topic, moving forward a bur-
geoning literature on status and emotional 
impulses behind foreign policy."—Brian 
Rathbun, University of Southern California, 
author of Reasoning of State

"Joslyn Barnhart musters an impressive array 
of empirical data that unpacks the concepts 
of status, shame, and humiliation in great 
power politics."—Alex Weisiger, University 
of Pennsylvania, author of Logics of War

The Consequences of Humiliation 
Anger and Status in World Politics 

Joslyn Barnhart
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Why Containment Works 
Power, Proliferation, and Preventive War

Wallace J. Thies

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$49.95 hardcover | $24.99 ebook
240 pages, 6 x 9

"Should the US seek to contain aggressive 
adversaries, or wage preventive war to 
remove their threat? Thies explores recent 
history to assess these fateful options. His 
treatment is judicious and compelling. This 
is required reading for students of US for-
eign policy and grand strategy."—Stephen 
Van Evera, MIT

Why Containment Works examines the conduct of American 
foreign policy during and after the Cold War through the lens 
of applied policy analysis. Wallace J. Thies argues that the Bush 
Doctrine after 2002 was a theory of victory—a coherent strategic 
view that tells a state how best to transform scarce resources 
into useful military assets, and how to employ those assets in 
conf licts. He contrasts prescriptions derived from the Bush 
Doctrine with an alternative theory of victory, one based on 
containment and deterrence, which US presidents employed for 
much of the Cold War period. There are, he suggests, multiple 
reasons for believing that containment was working well against 
Saddam Hussein's Iraq after the first Gulf War and that there 
was no need to invade Iraq in 2003.

Thies reexamines five cases of containment drawn from the 
Cold War and the post-Cold War world. Each example, Thies 
suggests, offered US officials a choice between reliance on tra-
ditional notions of containment and reliance on a more forceful 
approach. To what extent did reliance on rival theories of victo-
ry—containment versus first strike—contribute to a successful 
outcome? Might these cases have been resolved more quickly, 
at lower cost, and more favorably to American interests if US 
officials had chosen a different mix of the coercive and deterrent 
tools available to them? Thies suggests that the conventional 
wisdom about containment was often wrong: a superpower like 
the United States has such vast resources at its disposal that it 
could easily thwart Libya, Iraq, and Iran by means other than 
open war. 

Wallace J. Thies is Professor Emeritus of Political Science 
at Catholic University of America. He is author of Why NATO 
Endures, When Governments Collide, and Friendly Rivals.
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Pop City
Korean Popular Culture and the Selling of 
Place

Youjeong Oh

 

$19.95 paperback | $9.99 ebook
252 pages, 6 x 9, 4 b&w halftones

Pop City examines the use of Korean television dramas and 
K-pop music to promote urban and rural places in South Korea. 
Building on the phenomenon of Korean pop culture, Youjeong 
Oh argues that pop culture–featured place selling mediates two 
separate domains: political decentralization and the globaliza-
tion of Korean popular culture.

By analyzing the process of culture-featured place market-
ing, Pop City shows that urban spaces are produced and sold 
just like TV dramas and pop idols by promoting spectacular 
images rather than substantial physical and cultural qualities. 
Oh demonstrates how the speculative, image-based, and con-
sumer-exploitive nature of popular culture shapes the com-
modification of urban space and ultimately argues that pop 
culture–mediated place promotion entails the domination of 
urban space by capital in more sophisticated and fetishized ways. 

Youjeong Oh is Associate Professor in the Department of 
Asian Studies, University of Texas at Austin.

"Pop City provides a compelling analysis 
of contemporary popular culture in South 
Korea. This book documents how Korean 
producers harnessed the global popularity 
of K-Pop to persuade local municipalities 
to finance the production of dramas in 
exchange for place branding. A novel 
rereading of K-pop, the result is a master-
piece that will appeal to readers interested 
in place branding and South Korean popular 
culture."—Gabriella Lukacs, Associate Pro-
fessor in the Department of Anthropology, 
University of Pittsburgh

"The significance of Youjeong Oh’s Pop City 
lies in the fact that it covers urban policy, 
developmentalism, popular culture and 
tourism, and affect, while enabling readers 
to see these aspects as a nexus of contingent 
assemblages. It will appeal to a multidisci-
plinary audience and provide significant 
contributions to urban theory, development 
studies, geography, ethnographic studies, 
media and communication studies, affect 
theories, and Korean studies."—Jesook 
Song, Professor in the Department of An-
thropology, University of Toronto

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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The Everyday Lives of Sovereignty
Political Imagination beyond the State

Edited By Rebecca Bryant And Madeleine Reeves

$28.95 paperback | $13.99 ebook
276 pages, 6 x 9, 7 b&w halftones, 3 maps

Around the world, border walls and nationalisms are on the 
rise as people express the desire to "take back" sovereignty. The 
contributors to this collection use ethnographic research in dis-
puted and exceptional places to study sovereignty claims from 
the ground up. While it might immediately seem that citizens 
desire a stronger state, the cases of compromised, contested, 
or failed sovereignty in this volume point instead to political 
imaginations beyond the state form. Examples from Spain to 
Afghanistan and from Western Sahara to Taiwan show how calls 
to take back control or to bring back order are best understood 
as longings for sovereign agency. By paying close ethnographic 
attention to these desires and their consequences, The Everyday 
Lives of Sovereignty offers a new way to understand why these 
yearnings have such profound political resonance in a globally 
interconnected world. 

Rebecca Bryant is Professor of Cultural Anthropology at 
University of Utrecht. She is author of The Past in Pieces.

Madeleine Reeves is Senior Lecturer in the Department of 
Social Anthropology at Manchester University. She is author 
of Border Work.

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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Traversing
Embodied Lifeworlds in the Czech Republic

Susanna Trnka

$44.95 hardcover | $22.99 ebook
222 pages, 6 x 9, 15 b&w halftones

Traversing is about our ways of seeing, experiencing, and moving 
through the world and how they shape the kinds of people we 
become. Drawing from concepts developed by two phenomeno-
logical philosophers, Martin Heidegger and Jan Patocka, and 
putting them in conversation with ethnographic analysis of the 
lives of contemporary Czechs, Susanna Trnka examines how 
embodiment is crucial for understanding our being-in-the-world.

In particular, Traversing scrutinizes three kinds of move-
ments we make as embodied actors in the world: how we move 
through time and space, be it by walking along city streets, glid-
ing across the dance floor, or clicking our way through digital 
landscapes; how we move toward and away from one another, 
as erotic partners, family members, or fearful, ethnic "others"; 
and how we move toward ourselves and the earth we live on.

Above all, Traversing focuses on tracing the ways in which 
the body and motion are fundamental to our lived experience 
of the world, so we can develop a better understanding of the 
empirical details of Czech society and what they can reveal to 
us about the human condition.

Susanna Trnka is a social and medical anthropologist at the 
University of Auckland. Her previous books include One Blue 
Child and Competing Responsibilities.

"In this beautifully written book, Trnka deftly 
weaves over thirty years' worth of ethno-
graphic work in Czechoslovakia and the 
Czech Republic into an astute argument 
for the importance of bodily engagements 
with technologies, nature and the world." —
Amy Speier, University of Texas, Arlington, 
author of Fertility Holidays

" A vital contribution to the field of phenom-
enological anthropology, Traversing deftly 
traces the contours of life in the contempo-
rary Czech Republic along its worldly, finite, 
embodied, and technological dimensions. 
Trnka brilliantly interweaves ethnographic 
and phenomenological insights together as 
she uncovers the complex existential realities 
that condition our multiple emplacements 
in time with others."—C. Jason Throop, 
University of California, Los Angeles

" A lucid and theoretically compelling ac-
count of contemporary Czech life, written 
with warmth and a welcoming curiosity 
about human experience and attuned to 
the qualities of movement that infuse ev-
eryday ways of being."—Sarah Pinto, Tufts 
University, author of The Doctor and Mrs. A
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loCkdown: the Centr AlItY of MoveMent 
In our lIves

Susanna Trnka

Movement is central to our lives, as our recent 
experiences of COVID-19 lockdown so viv-
idly demonstrate. Be it marathons run on bal-

conies, ballet performances staged in dancers’ kitchens, 
the simple pleasures many of us have experienced by 
walking down our neighborhood streets, or even just 
wheeling the garbage bins up the driveway, if nothing 
else, the lockdown has been a testimony to the vital im-
portance of movement for our physical, emotional, and 
mental well-being.

As the Czech philosopher Jan Patočka noted, move-
ment is fundamental to our being-in-the-world, under-
pinning how we see and therefore comprehend, objects 
and spaces. And as I explore in my book, Traversing: 
Embodied Lifeworlds in the Czech Republic, move-
ment molds how we consciously and unconsciously 
come to know and identify ourselves and the world in 
which we live. It undergirds how we both communicate 
and collectively create emotions, as well as how we con-
ceive and enact small acts of freedom.

The ethnographic analyses of movement I under-
take in Traversing draws on Patočka’s work, as well as 
the writings of his precursor, teacher, and some time 
philosophical rival, Martin Heidegger. While Heidegger 
highlighted how our understanding of what it means to 
be human must consider our bodily being-in-the-world, 
Patočka insisted on the importance of our ability to 
move, both as independent agents and inter-relational 
beings. I use their insights to examine our ways of see-
ing, experiencing, and moving through the world and 
the kinds of persons we become through them, a pro-
cess I refer to as traversing.

Traversing encompasses the social, cultural, and po-
litical dimensions of a variety of kinds of movement: how 
we move through time and space, be it by walking along 
city streets, gliding across the dance floor, or clicking our 
way across digital landscapes; how we move towards 
and away from one another, as erotic partners, family 
members, or fearful, ethnic “others”; and how we move 
towards ourselves and the earth we live upon, through 
activities as mundane, and simultaneously potentially 
transcendent, as exploring a forest or hosting a garden 
party.

Grounded in an ethnographic examination of Czech 
lifeways, Traversing explores how movement is not only 

fundamental to our basic, daily activities (i.e. getting up 
to cross the room or tracking an image with our eyes), 
but is a core facet of how we constitute history, ethnic-
ity, politics, religious identity, gender and sexuality, and 
family life. For example, for many residents of Prague 
strolling down the street reverberates with recognition 
of oneself as part of an imagined nation of Czechs who 
have, since the Middle Ages, walked across the same 
cobblestones, admiring the same vistas. This kind of 
walking is an act of tethering, of getting to know the 
ground beneath one’s feet and in doing so, recognizing 
how it anchors one to a particular space and time, inter-
linking a moment in the life of a city with a moment in 
one’s lifespan.

COVID-19 and its associated lockdowns, social dis-
tancing, international border closures, and quarantine 
regulations are reshaping how we think about public 
and private spaces, proximity, and touch. Now, perhaps 
more than ever, there is a need to understand how we 
experience our bodily being-in-the-world, including the 
dynamism inherent in how we constitute our identities, 
interpersonal relations, and senses of belonging and dis-
connect.
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tr AnsnAtIonAl MArrIAge between 
str Angers
Chigusa Yamaura

How did two strangers at the time of transnational 
marriage come to see one another as marriage-
able?

“Is he/she the right person?” “Do I really know him/
her?” “Will my parents accept our marriage?” “Will this 
marriage make me happy?”… and so on. These are 
common frequently asked questions for people con-
sidering marriage. Indeed, marrying someone remains 
a big decision. And when the marriage in question is 
with someone you have only met briefly at a meeting 
arranged through an agency, someone with whom you 
have only spoken via translator, these questions become 
particularly serious.

In Marriage and Marriageability, I examine transna-
tional matchmaking practices between Japanese men 
and Chinese women. Between 2009-2013, I traced the 
experiences of participants from transnational match-
making agencies in Tokyo to several-day matchmak-
ing tours to northeast China, from Japanese language 
lessons for new Chinese brides in China to marital life 
back in Japan. In the process, I came to learn how the 
Japanese men and Chinese women involved came to 
see marriage to one another as possible.

Japan’s transnational matchmaking industry emerged 
in the late 1980s, originally catering to men in rural Ja-
pan. But by the time I began my research, it was not 
men from the countryside, but mainly middle-aged, 
white-collar businessmen living in urban areas who were 
engaging their services to find Chinese brides. The ma-
jority of bridal candidates were from northeast China. 
Not having professional skills or education, many of 
them believed that marriage offered them a path to a 
more secure life.

Economic inequalities are a necessary, but not suffi-
cient factor in explaining these Japanese-Chinese mar-
riages

Why did both sides choose to seek a partner through 
a transnational marriage agency? This is probably the 
first question that many of the readers will have. Certain-
ly, the economic inequalities existing between Japanese 
men and Chinese women are a crucial part of the story. 
Moreover, it was always Chinese women who moved to 
Japan, never the reverse. Correspondingly, it was Chi-
nese women who needed to learn a new language, new 
customs, and sometimes even take on a new Japanese 

name. Yet, as one marriage broker told me, “these mar-
riages should not only be about yen (Japanese money) 
but also about en/yuenfen (fate).” In other words, mon-
ey was essential but not everything. The participants 
needed to make sense of their own marriages on their 
own terms. They wanted to find meaning for their rela-
tionships, they wanted to be able to cast them as legiti-
mate and even natural.

What I wanted to show in Marriage and Marriage-
ability is that the Japanese-Chinese cross-border 
matchmaking practices I examined are not simply an-
other form of gendered migration rooted in global 
economic inequalities, they are also inextricably a form 
of marriage. It seems obvious, but by looking at these 
matchmaking practices through the lens of marriage, we 
can see how these men and women relied on, appro-
priated, and stretched local marital norms creatively in 
efforts to render their marriages acceptable and even 
ordinary.

The Japanese-Chinese marriages were brokered 
based on historically and socially created conceptions of 
similarity, familiarity, and proximity

Instead of desiring exotic or traditional partners, 
which scholars have observed in other types of trans-
national intimate relations, the participants I followed 
sought the similar and familiar. They used perceived 
physical, racial and cultural similarities strategically. They 
concealed undesired differences and inequalities. And 
sometimes they just reframed their differences as those 
ordinarily exist between men and women.

Interestingly, instead of treating the history of Japa-
nese colonialism as a cause for antagonism, participants 
framed it as a source of historical ties and feelings of 
familiarity between Japan and northeast China, with the 
flows of people between Japan and northeast China 
being a natural outcome.

Instead of seeing their marriages as exceptional or 
transgressive, they tried to frame their relations as “al-
most” like other domestic marriages. Japanese men 
would describe Chinese brides are “almost” like Japa-
nese women. Chinese women thought that they were 
marrying into a proximate community with a similar 
lifestyle, albeit located across a national border. Indeed, 
they did not want to transgress local norms concerning 
marriage and who counts as an appropriate marriage 
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partner but rather sought to realize these as closely as 
possible on a transnational scale.

Did these marriages have a happy ending?  
The answer is yes for some and no for others. Yet, do 

marriages generally have happy endings? Probably the 
answer is the same. Why is this question more frequent-
ly asked of transnational marriages? They are seen as 
based on multiple inequalities, which is true. However, 
inequalities—particularly gendered ones—exist in many 
marital relations, and inequalities exist between the mar-
ried and the unmarried as well. It may seem that for the 
Japanese-Chinese marriages I studied these inequal-
ities were particularly glaring, but by looking at how 
participants coped with these and sought to conform 
to social norms and expectations about marriage, it also 
sheds light on how much we take for granted about the 
pressures and inequalities that also exist in so-called 
normal marriages.



60 C H A N G I N G  T H E  F I E L D  O F  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D I E S  O N E  B O O K  A T  A  T I M E

Marriage and Marriageability
The Practices of Matchmaking between Men 
from Japan and Women from Northeast China

Chigusa Yamaura

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 ebook
216 pages, 6 x 9, 4 b&w halftones

How do the Japanese men and Chinese women who participate 
in cross-border matchmaking—individuals whose only interac-
tion is often just one brief meeting—come to see one another as 
potential marriage partners? Motivated by this question, Chigu-
sa Yamaura traces the practices of Sino-Japanese matchmaking 
from transnational marriage agencies in Tokyo to branch offices 
and language schools in China, from initial meetings to mar-
riage, the visa application processes, and beyond to marital life 
in Japan.

Engaging issues of colonial history, local norms, and the 
very ability to conceive of another or oneself as marriageable, 
Marriage and Marriageability rethinks cross-border marriage 
not only as a form of gendered migration, but also as a set of 
practices that constructs marriageable partners and imaginable 
marriages. Yamaura shows that instead of desiring different 
others, these transnational marital relations are based on the 
tactical deployment of socially and historically created concep-
tions of proximity between Japan and northeast China. Far from 
seeking to escape local practices, participants in these marriages 
actively seek to avoid transgressing local norms. By doing so on 
a transnational scale, they paradoxically reaffirm and attempt to 
remain within the boundaries of local marital ideologies.

Chigusa Yamaura is a Departmental Lecturer and Junior 
Research Fellow at the Nissan Institute of Japanese Studies and 
the Contemporary China Studies in the Oxford School of Global 
and Area Studies, and also Junior Research fellow at Wolfson 
College in the University of Oxford.

"Marriage and Marriageability makes some 
significant contribution to the study of mar-
riage, transnational flows and mobility. It is 
based on a serious research and it is unique 
in bringing in the two 'sides' or voices of 
both the Chinese brides and the Japanese 
men, mainly owing to the author's ability 
to communicate in both languages."—Ofra 
Goldstein-Gidoni, Tel Aviv University, au-
thor of Housewives of Japan and Packaged 
Japaneseness

"Chigusa Yamaura has written a book 
that is carefully researched and makes an 
important addition to a growing literature 
on cross-border marriage."—Joshua Hota-
ka Roth, Mount Holyoke College, author 
of Brokered Homeland
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On an Empty Stomach
Two Hundred Years of Hunger Relief

Tom Scott-Smith

$35.00 hardcover | $16.99 ebook
288 pages, 6 x 9, 13 b&w hafltones

"On an Empty Stomach is a highly engaging 
and well-written account of the shifts in 
conceptions of hunger and humanitarian 
responses to it over time. Scott-Smith's 
analysis paints a fascinating and complex 
picture of the ways in which changing social 
conditions have shaped the dilemmas facing 
humanitarians in different historical eras."—
Jennifer Clapp, University of Waterloo, 
author of Hunger in the Balance and Food

"In a compelling, well-written, and engaging 
account, Scott-Smith shows how the histor-
ical moment guides aid workers toward a 
standardized intervention that conveniently 
ignores how local cultures think about and 
treat hunger.   An important contribution 
to medical anthropology and humanitar-
ian studies."—Michael Barnett, George 
Washington University, author of Empire 
of Humanity

"Richly detailed, engagingly told and always 
insightful, Tom  Scott-Smith's genealogy 
redefines humanitarian history from the 
belly up. On an Empty Stomach  leaves its 
reader with a very full mind."—Peter Red-
field, author of Life in Crisis

On an Empty Stomach examines the practical techniques hu-
manitarians have used to manage and measure starvation, from 
Victorian "scientific" soup kitchens to space-age, high-protein 
foods. Tracing the evolution of these techniques since the start 
of the nineteenth century, Tom Scott-Smith argues that human-
itarianism is not a simple story of progress and improvement, 
but rather is profoundly shaped by sociopolitical conditions. Aid 
is often presented as an apolitical and technical project, but the 
way humanitarians conceive and tackle human needs has always 
been deeply inf luenced by culture, politics, and society. Txhese 
inf luences extend down to the most detailed mechanisms for 
measuring malnutrition and providing sustenance.

As Scott-Smith shows, over the past century, the humani-
tarian approach to hunger has redefined food as nutrients and 
hunger as a medical condition. Aid has become more individ-
ualized, medicalized, and rationalized, shaped by modernism 
in bureaucracy, commerce, and food technology. On an Empty 
Stomach focuses on the gains and losses that result, examin-
ing the complex compromises that arise between efficiency 
of distribution and quality of care. Scott-Smith concludes that 
humanitarian groups have developed an approach to the empty 
stomach that is dependent on compact, commercially produced 
devices and is often paternalistic and culturally insensitive. 

Tom Scott-Smith is Associate Professor of Refugee 
Studies and Forced Migration at the Department of 
International Development, University of Oxford. He 
previously worked as a professional in humanitarian 
and development organizations. Follow him on Twitter  
@tomscottsmith.
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Beyond Exception
New Interpretations of the Arabian Peninsula

Ahmed Kanna, Amélie Le Renard, and Neha Vora

$19.95 paperback | $9.99 ebook
162 pages, 6 x 9, 1 b&w halftone

Over the nearly two decades that they have each been conducting 
fieldwork in the Arabian Peninsula, Ahmed Kanna, Amélie Le 
Renard, and Neha Vora have regularly encountered exoticizing 
and exceptionalist discourses about the region and its people, 
political systems, and prevalent cultural practices. These per-
sistent encounters became the springboard for this book, a re-
f lection on conducting fieldwork within a "field" that is marked 
by such representations. The three focus on deconstructing the 
exceptionalist representations that circulate about the Arabian 
Peninsula. They analyze what exceptionalism does, how it is 
used by various people, and how it helps shape power relations 
in the societies they study. They propose ways that this analysis 
of exceptionalism provides tools for rethinking the concepts that 
have become commonplace, structuring narratives and analyt-
ical frameworks within fieldwork in and on the Arabian Penin-
sula. They ask: What would not only Middle East studies, but 
studies of postcolonial societies and global capitalism in other 
parts of the world look like if the Arabian Peninsula was central 
rather than peripheral or exceptional to ongoing sociohistorical 
processes and representational practices? The authors explore 
how the exceptionalizing discourses that permeate Arabian Pen-
insula studies spring from colonialist discourses still operative 
in anthropology and sociology more generally, and suggest that 
de-exceptionalizing the region within their disciplines can offer 
opportunities for decolonized knowledge production.

Ahmed K anna is Associate Professor of Anthropology at 
University of the Pacific. He is author of Dubai, The City as 
Corporation, and has published articles in peer-reviewed journals 
including Cultural Anthropology, International Journal of Middle 
East Studies and Journal of Urban Affairs.

Amélie Le Renard is Sociologist and Researcher at the Centre 
National de la Recherche Scientifique, and author of A Society 
of Young Women.

Neha Vora is Associate Professor of Sociology and Anthro-
pology at Lafayette College, and is author of Impossible Citizens 
and Teach for Arabia. Follow her on Twitter @nativeinformant.

"Upending stereotypes about and exoticized 
representations of social life, politics, eco-
nomics, and history in the Arabian Peninsula, 
this volume is a superb intervention in the 
Anthropology of the Middle East. Taken 
from the prospective of their own uneasy 
experiences, realizations, and transforma-
tions, these ethnographers draw us into and 
beautifully convey the particular dynamics 
of these hardly unfamiliar worlds."—Man-
dana Limbert, Queens College and the 
Graduate Center, CUNY, author of In the 
Time of Oil

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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In International Intervention and the Problem of Legitimacy 
Andrew C. Gilbert argues for an ethnographic analysis of in-
ternational intervention as a series of encounters, focusing on 
the relations of difference and inequality, and the question of 
legitimacy that permeate such encounters. He discusses the 
transformations that happen in everyday engagements between 
intervention agents and their target populations, and also iden-
tifies key instabilities that emerge out of such engagements. 
Gilbert highlights the struggles, entanglements and inter-de-
pendencies between and among foreign agents, and the people 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina that channel and shape intervention and 
how it unfolds.

Drawing upon nearly two years of fieldwork studying in 
postwar Bosnia and Herzegovina, Gilbert's probing analysis 
identifies previously overlooked sites, processes, and effects of 
international intervention, and suggests new comparative op-
portunities for the study of transnational action that seeks to 
save and secure human lives and improve the human condition.

Above all, International Intervention and the Problem of Legiti-
macy foregrounds and analyzes the open-ended, innovative, and 
unpredictable nature of international intervention that is usually 
omitted from the ordered representations of the technocratic 
vision and the confident assertions of many critiques. 

Andrew C. Gilbert is Senior Researcher in the Ethnography 
Lab at the University of Toronto and Assistant Professor of An-
thropology at the University of Toronto, Mississauga.

$49.95 hardcover | $24.99 ebook
264 pages, 6 x 9, 7 b&w halftones

"This is an amazing and incredibly important 
book. By taking an ethnographic approach 
to intervention and conceptualizing it as 
encounter, Gilbert is able to understand 
intervention in terms of its meanings for 
participants, both people living in Bosnia 
as well as for the interveners."—Chip Gagon, 
Ithaca College, author of The Myth of Ethnic 
War

"In this well written book, Gilbert  not 
only shows that  there are  contradictions 
in the logic of the international encounter, 
but he shows in great detail how those con-
tradictions are generated, managed, sup-
pressed, or made visible."—Elizabeth Dunn, 
Indiana University, Bloomington, author of 
No Path Home

International Intervention and the 
Problem of Legitimacy
Encounters in Postwar Bosnia-Herzegovina

Andrew C. Gilbert
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Far from the Caliph's Gaze
Being Ahmadi Muslim in the Holy City of 
Qadian

Nicholas H. A. Evans 

$27.95 paperback | $13.99 ebook
240 pages, 6 x9, 7 b&w halftones

"Far From the Caliph's Gaze is a remarkable 
introduction to contemporary Ahmadi life in 
India, a subject (and a Muslim subjectivity) 
which is ethnographically underexplored 
and underrepresented. Evans wonderfully 
reworks the usual bromides about the 
relation of Islam to modernity."—Anand 
Vivek Taneja, Vanderbilt University, author 
of Jinnealogy

"Evans provides fascinating detail about 
the manner in which a close spiritual and 
organizational relationship with the Caliph is 
embedded in the life of residents of Qadian. 
This is a theoretically informed, empirically 
detailed study of the relationship between 
belief and doubt."—Humeira Iqtidar, Kings 
College, author of Secularising Islamists

How do you prove that you're Muslim? 
This is not a question that most believers ever have to ask 

themselves, and yet for members of India's Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community, it poses an existential challenge. The Ahmadis 
are the minority of a minority—people for whom simply being 
Muslim is a challenge. They must constantly ask the question: 
What evidence could ever be sufficient to prove that I belong 
to the faith? 

In Far from the Caliph's Gaze Nicholas H. A. Evans explores 
how a need to respond to this question shapes the lives of Ah-
madis in Qadian in northern India. Qadian was the birthplace of 
the Ahmadiyya community's founder, and it remains a location 
of huge spiritual importance for members of the community 
around the world. Nonetheless, it has been physically separated 
from the Ahmadis' spiritual leader—the caliph—since partition, 
and the believers who live there now and act as its guardians 
must confront daily the reality of this separation even while 
attempting to make their Muslimness verifiable.

By exploring the centrality of this separation to the ethics of 
everyday life in Qadian, Far from the Caliph's Gaze presents a 
new model for the academic study of religious doubt, one that 
is not premised on a concept of belief but instead captures the 
richness with which people might experience problematic re-
lationships to truth.

Nicholas H. A. Evans is a Fellow in the Department of 
Anthropology at the London School of Economics and Political 
Science, and co-editor of Histories of Post-mortem Contagion.
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froM IndIA to AMerICA And bACk AgAIn
Nicholas H. A. Evans

Exactly one hundred years ago this spring, Mufti 
Muhammad Sadiq arrived by boat in Philadelphia. 
Despite the fact that he stayed in America for only 

a few short years, he was to have a long-lasting impact 
on religious life in the States. Sadiq was the first mission-
ary of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community to reach the 
New World, and his teachings opened up novel spiritual 
possibilities for many, in particular African Americans 
seeking an alternative to Christianity. Decades later, his 
influence would reverberate among Jazz musicians as 
diverse as Art Blakey, Yusef Latif, Miles Davis, and even 
John Coltrane.

Mufti Sadiq’s story is particularly unusual because 
he and his fellow Ahmadi Muslims explicitly described 
themselves as “pioneers in the spiritual Colonization of 
the Western world.”* They were Indians—subjects at the 
time of the British Empire—and yet they understood 
that ideas didn’t have to travel only in a single direction 
from West to East. Moreover, they understood that 
when ideas did travel from colony to metropole, it wasn’t 
only white Europeans who had the right to be their car-
riers. After all, Sadiq felt himself to be the possessor of a 
world-conquering truth that his fellow missionaries had 
already introduced to London, and which he now had 
the duty of presenting to America. Remarkably, Sadiq’s 
mission was being directed and financed not from one 
of India’s major cities, but from a small rural town in Pun-
jab. In the first decades of the twentieth century, the 
town of Qadian was transformed into a bustling center 
of counter-Imperial flow, whence missionaries were dis-
patched to Europe, the USSR, West Africa, and other 
parts of Asia.

Far From the Caliph’s Gaze tells the story of this town 
100 years after Mufti Sadiq first landed in America. 
Nowadays, Qadian is infamous across South Asia as the 
origin point of what is often seen as modern Islam’s most 
persistent heresy. The noun ‘Qadiani’ is a derogatory 
phrase used to label Ahmadi Muslims everywhere. And 
yet the town has not been the center of the Ahmadiyya 
Movement since 1947 when the great caliph who sent 
Sadiq to America left for Pakistan. Far From the Caliph’s 
Gaze is the story of a town that once saw itself as the 
very center of the world, and now finds itself bereft of its 
beloved spiritual leader. It is a book about what it means 
to become the endangered minority of an endangered 
minority. It is about what the present-day inhabitants of 

Qadian feel that they owe to their founder and to their 
caliph. It is about what it means to be a witness to a uni-
versal truth when you find yourself at the margins of a 
global religious organization.
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Intimacy Across the Fencelines examines intimacy in the form 
of sexual encounters, dating, marriage, and family that involve 
US service members and local residents. Rebecca Forgash an-
alyzes the stories of individual US service members and their 
Okinawan spouses and family members against the backdrop of 
Okinawan history, political and economic entanglements with 
Japan and the United States, and a longstanding anti-base move-
ment. The narratives highlight the simultaneously repressive 
and creative power of military "fencelines," sites of symbolic 
negotiation and struggle involving gender, race, and class that 
divide the social landscape in communities that host US bases.

Intimacy Across the Fencelines anchors the global US military 
complex and US-Japan security alliance in intimate everyday 
experiences and emotions, illuminating important aspects of 
the lived experiences of war and imperialism.

Rebecca Forgash is Professor of Anthropology at Metropol-
itan State University of Denver.

$54.95 hardcover | $26.99 ebook
282 pages, 6 x 9, 8 b&w halftones, 1 b&w line drawing, 2 maps

"In this carefully crafted book,  Forgash's 
ethnographic inquiry into sex, affect, and 
the construction of new forms of sociality 
adds an important dimension to our under-
standing of the lived experience of war and 
imperialism."—Christopher Nelson, Univer-
sity of north Carolina, author of Dancing 
with the Dead

Intimacy across the Fencelines
Sex, Marriage, and the US Military in 
Okinawa

Rebecca Forgash
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Policing the Frontier
An Ethnography of Two Worlds in Niger

Mirco Göpfert

"Policing the Frontier is a great ethnography 
and an important contribution to the anthro-
pology of the state in Africa, showing Nige-
rien gendarmes as frontiersmen, negotiating 
a vast space, a variegated society, and a state 
with limited capacity to enforce domain over 
it."—Olly Owen, Institute of Social and Cul-
tural Anthropology, University of Oxford

"With its focus on policing as work, this book 
offers an innovative approach to the study 
of bureaucracies in Africa—and beyond. 
Living with Nigerien gendarmes for over a 
year, the author observed closely how these 
public servants treaded their way between 
the life world of the rural population and the 
bureaucratic order. Written in an engaging 
prose, Policing the Frontier combines rich 
ethnographic detail with productive theo-
retical reflections on the relation between 
state and civil society, law and social justice, 
and the enormous challenges of police 
work."—Carola Lentz,  Johannes Gutenberg 
University, Mainz

In Policing the Frontier, the second book in the Police/Worlds 
series Mirco Göpfert explores what it means to be a gendarme 
investigating cases, writing reports, and settling disputes in 
rural Niger. At the same time, he looks at the larger bureaucracy 
and the irresolvable tension between bureaucratic structures 
and procedures and peoples' lives. The world of facts and files 
exists on one side, and the chaotic and messy human world 
exists on the other.

Throughout Policing the Frontier, Göpfert contends that bu-
reaucracy and police work emerge in a sphere of constant and 
ambivalent connection and separation. Göpfert's frontier in 
Niger (and beyond) is seen through ideas of space, condition, and 
project, packed with constraints and possibilities, riddled with 
ambiguities, and brutally destructive yet profoundly empower-
ing. As he demonstrates, the tragedy of the frontier becomes as 
palpable as the true impossibility of police work and bureaucracy.

Mirco Göpfert is Professor of Anthropology in the Depart-
ment of Social and Cultural Anthropology at Goethe University, 
Frankfurt. He has published numerous articles and is co-editor 
of Police in Africa. Follow him on Twitter @mirco_goepfert.
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bAngl Adesh’s woMen entrepreneurs 
rAllY AgAInst CovId-19

Julia Qermezi Huang

I recently joined a COVID-19-themed Zoom session 
with 25 women entrepreneurs living in rural parts 
of Bangladesh who are trained to provide informa-

tion-and technology-based services to village residents.
The session and the eSheBee program of which the 

women are a part are led by experienced social entre-
preneur Mosharrof Hossain, a native of Bangladesh. 
Over the past several weeks, these women have par-
ticipated in eLearning courses via their smartphones in 
order to become COVID-19 first responders. Their role 
will be to generate awareness about health practices and 
disseminate the government’s advice about mitigating 
the spread of the COVID-19 virus. They will counter 
social-media misinformation that advocates treatments 
such as shaving one’s head and rubbing saline in one’s 
nose to protect against COVID-19.

The crisis they will respond to is not just—and not 
even primarily—a public health crisis, but a humanitarian 
one.

When the nation-wide lockdown of Bangladesh be-
gan on March 26, 2020, people were advised to remain 
off the streets. The concepts of sheltering in place and 
social distancing in Bangladesh, however, are tricky ones 
to put into practice.

Rural families often consist of a dozen members liv-
ing together in a single dwelling and who span 3-4 gen-
erations. Families live each day on the income (or prod-
ucts) that their members have earned that day. Their 
loss of mobility means the loss of income, which means 
the inability to purchase food. According to recent re-
ports, fourteen percent of families now have no food at 
home, and over seventy percent have lost their source 
of livelihood. This situation is less a public-health crisis, 
Asif Saleh, Executive Director of BRAC tells us than “a 
humanitarian crisis with a public health dimension.”

Alongside relief efforts promised by the govern-
ment’s Disaster Management and Relief Ministry and 
coming from large-scale NGOs such as BRAC, Ban-
gladesh’s female entrepreneurs from programs such as 
eSheBee are also being mobilized.

These young women are trained to provide digi-
tal-technology-based services to marginalised villagers. 
Until the recent shutdown, most of their work covered 
a vast territory. In different villages during the course 
of a day, rural entrepreneurs measured blood pressure, 
checked blood-glucose levels, and provided pregnancy 

tests. They topped up mobile-phone airtime, arranged 
digital remittances, and helped migrant workers abroad 
to skype with their relatives in Bangladesh. They also 
helped people to access government poverty-allevi-
ation schemes. Now, in addition to key health-related 
information, these women will deliver medicine, essen-
tial goods, and vital information to vulnerable families so 
people can remain safely at home.

In 2013-14, I conducted ethnographic research 
among women entrepreneurs in rural areas in north-
western Bangladesh. My book, To Be an Entrepreneur, 
documents their trials and tribulations as they attempt-
ed to mobilize their social lives and social contacts in 
new and entrepreneurial ways, while also harnessing 
market opportunities to support their families and ex-
tended kinship groups. These brave women struggled 
against social expectations that women should stay at 
home, faced stigma as they rode bicycles from village 
to village, and experienced anxiety when they could not 
convince fellow villagers to pay for the services they 
provided.

But these women also built a strong community of 
fellow entrepreneurs who faced similar challenges, ex-
perienced the pride of earning their own incomes for 
the first time, and began to dream of futures where their 
families could rely on them as much as they relied on 
their families.

While I attended the COVID-19 eLearning session 
for eSheBee women entrepreneurs, I witnessed good 
practice in online education (a skill with which all edu-
cators across the world are also experimenting). I saw 
the women’s dedication to continuing to contribute to 
the health and wellness of their communities, even at a 
time when their livelihoods and opportunities for earn-
ing were temporarily closing down due to the mandates 
of the pandemic.

Crises such as these (and Bangladesh is certainly no 
stranger to them) often open windows for new kinds of 
actors to gain social recognition, and I hope that Bangla-
desh’s rural women entrepreneurs are recognized for the 
care, service, and valor they will be contributing in the 
coming weeks and months.
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To Be an Entrepreneur
Social Enterprise and Disruptive Development 
in Bangladesh

Julia Qermezi Huang

"To Be an Entrepreneur makes a significant 
contribution to a number of academic liter-
atures in anthropology, development studies 
and beyond. It adds an ethnographically rich 
and analytically sophisticated case to the 
growing literature on social enterprises in in-
ternational development."—Anke Schwittay, 
University of Sussex, author of New Media 
and International Development

"A very well researched and written book. 
Huang forges an organic link between 
anthropological theories on the new entre-
preneurship and her own empirical findings 
and weaves these together in a seamless 
narrative."—Naila Kabeer, London School 
of Economics, author of Social Protection 
as Development Policy

In To Be an Entrepreneur, Julia Qermezi Huang focuses on 
Bangladesh's iAgent social-enterprise model, the set of eco-
nomic processes that animate the delivery of this model, and 
the implications for women's empowerment. The book offers 
new ethnographic approaches that reincorporate relational 
economics into the study of social enterprise. It details the 
tactics, dilemmas, compromises, aspirations, and unexpected 
possibilities that digital social enterprise opens up for women 
entrepreneurs, and reveals the implications of policy models 
promoting women's empowerment: the failure of focusing on 
individual autonomy and independence.

While describing the historical and incomplete transition of 
Bangladesh's development models from their roots in a patron-
age-based moral economy to a market-based social-enterprise ar-
rangement, Huang concludes that market-driven interventions 
fail to grasp the sociopolitical and cultural contexts in which 
poverty and gender inequality are embedded and sustained.

Julia Qermezi Huang is a Lecturer in Anthropology of De-
velopment at the University of Edinburgh. She is the author of 
Tribeswomen of Iran. Follow her on Twitter @Juli_Q_Huang.

$28.95 paperback | $13.99 ebook
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pAndeMIC And the legACIes of stAte 
soCIAlIsM

Maya Nadkarni

Why did the first wave of the novel coronavirus 
pandemic hit much of Eastern Europe less 
harshly than Western Europe and North 

America? Over the past months in Hungary, commen-
tators have proposed a number of explanations: from 
the controversial decree giving quasi-dictatorial powers 
to Hungary’s prime minister, Viktor Orbán, to the pop-
ulation’s general mistrust of the public health infrastruc-
ture, to the simple fact of timing, given that the country 
went into lockdown before the virus had taken hold out-
side of nursing homes and health facilities.

Of course, it is too early to render definitive judg-
ment, particularly at a moment when the loosening of 
the border and social restrictions means that the number 
of infections is beginning to grow across the region. But 
during my time living in Budapest this spring as a fellow 
at the Institute for Advanced Study at Central Europe-
an University, I have been struck by how many of these 
explanations have reached back to the state-socialist 
past to explain and alleviate present-day uncertainty.

My book, Remains of Socialism, examines the shifting 
fates of socialism’s legacies—and their uses in making 
sense of the disappointments and frustrations of post-
socialism. Based on long-term ethnographic and archi-
val research, it spans more than twenty years of political 
and social transformation. It begins with the optimism of 
the early years of transition and ends with the political 
and economic crises that inspired Hungary’s recent turn 
towards right-wing authoritarianism and illiberal democ-
racy.

The book introduces the concept of “remains”—both 
physical objects and cultural remainders—to symbolize 
all that Hungarians sought to cast aside after the end 
of the regime. These remains were far more than sim-
ply the easily banished leftovers of an unwanted past. 
Instead, they embodied the contradictions at the heart 
of the experience of late state socialism, which many 
Hungarians experienced as painful injustice and op-
pression and a relatively peaceful and materially secure 
existence: that is, both despised statues of Lenin and the 
modest luxuries of “refrigerator socialism.”

Today, such ambivalence is visible in a public culture 
in which opinion polls consistently demonstrate that the 
majority of Hungarians regard the late years of state so-
cialism more positively than the decades that followed, 
and yet the avowedly anti-communist Fidesz has won 

each election since 2010. It is similarly apparent in the 
mix of historical interpretations that greeted the Fidesz 
government’s top-down emergency measures in the 
first months of the pandemic. Some people I spoke with 
likened prime minister Orbán to Hungary’s Stalin (the 
1950s communist leader Mátyás Rákosi). Others noted 
that Orbán’s attempts to portray himself as a paternalis-
tic figure of care—often photographed touring hospitals 
and meeting airplanes carrying ventilators from China—
were similar to those of the avuncular János Kádár, who 
ruled Hungary during its decades of “goulash commu-
nism.”

Meanwhile, the experience of state socialism may 
have prepared Hungary’s citizenry, however unwillingly, 
for the current moment. As political scientist András 
Bozóki argues, living under the restrictions of Kádár’s 
Hungary was its own form of quarantine. Such isolation 
may have trained its subjects to be resigned, self-reliant, 
and to welcome strong leadership—even as they also re-
garded the government’s pronouncements with suspi-
cion. And news reports suggest that the BCG tubercu-
losis vaccine, still mandatory across much of the former 
Soviet bloc, may offer a degree of protection that those 
in more “advanced” nation-states no longer enjoy.

Ultimately, the most likely explanation is the timing 
of the Fidesz government’s interventions. While it ini-
tially had planned to pursue a more relaxed strategy in 
handling the virus, it quickly bowed to internal and op-
positional pressures and instituted strict border controls 
and social measures before the virus had broadly spread 
throughout the country. But, as sociologist József 
Böröcz notes, the temporal lag between the first cas-
es in Western Europe versus the East also sheds new 
light upon Hungary’s experience of being stigmatized 
as “backward” more generally, since both state social-
ism and the failures of transition have left Hungary less 
integrated into the international flows of people and 
capital that enabled the virus to move across the globe 
so swiftly. 

As plans for the future are thrown into question and 
the pre-pandemic past quickly recedes into nostalgia, 
Hungary’s remains of the socialist past have thus not 
only represented unpalatable historical legacies to dis-
card. They also, ironically, have become one of the ways 
to cope with and make sense of the present.
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"Remains of Socialism is a beautifully crafted, 
well-argued book that offers original insight 
into postsocialism and the politics of memo-
ry.  Through lyrical prose and careful analy-
sis, Nadkarni makes clear that the stakes of 
remembering our past are tied not only to 
making sense of our present. The continued 
legacy of socialist remains also shape how 
we might chart collective futures."—Jessica 
Greenberg, University of Illinois, author 
of After the Revolution

"Remains of Socialism  is an extremely 
well-written book, that interweaves film 
analysis with analysis of public events, 
spatial practices, public institutions, ev-
eryday objects, fictional and non-fictional 
literature and words of people from a 
variety of social positions in order to distill 
an argument about something difficult to 
wrap our minds around—our confusing 
temporalities."—Marko Živković, University 
of Alberta, author of Serbian Dreambook

In Remains of Socialism, Maya Nadkarni investigates the chang-
ing fates of the socialist past in postsocialist Hungary. She in-
troduces the concept of "remains"—both physical objects and 
cultural remainders—to analyze all that Hungarians sought to 
leave behind after the end of state socialism.

Spanning more than two decades of postsocialist transforma-
tion, Remains of Socialism follows Hungary from the optimism of 
the early years of transition to its recent right-wing turn toward 
illiberal democracy. Nadkarni analyzes remains that range from 
exiled statues of Lenin to the socialist-era "Bambi" soda, and 
from discredited official histories to the scandalous secrets of 
the communist regime's informers. She deftly demonstrates 
that these remains were far more than simply the leftovers of an 
unwanted past. Ultimately, the struggles to define remains of so-
cialism and settle their fates would represent attempts to deter-
mine the future—and to mourn futures that never materialized.

Maya Nadkarni is Associate Professor of Anthropology in 
the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Swarthmore 
College.

$28.95 paperback | $13.99 ebook
252 pages, 6 x 9, 13 b&w halftones

Remains of Socialism
Memory and the Futures of the Past in 
Postsocialist Hungary

Maya Nadkarni
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In The Frontier Effect, Teo Ballvé challenges the notion that 
in Urabá, Colombia, the cause of the region's violent history 
and unruly contemporary condition is the absence of the state. 
Although he takes this locally oft-repeated claim seriously, he 
demonstrates that Urabá is more than a case of Hobbesian po-
litical disorder.

Through his insightful exploration of war, paramilitary 
organizations, grassroots support and resistance, and drug-re-
lated violence, Ballvé argues that Urabá, rather than existing in 
statelessness, has actually been an intense and persistent site 
of state-building projects. Indeed, these projects have thrust to-
gether an unlikely gathering of guerilla groups, drug-trafficking 
paramilitaries, military strategists, technocratic planners, local 
politicians, and development experts each seeking to give con-
crete coherence to the inhbalvevverently unwieldy abstraction 
of "the state" in a space in which it supposedly does not exist. By 
untangling this odd mix, Ballvé reveals how Colombia's violent 
conflicts have produced surprisingly coherent and resilient, if 
not at all benevolent, regimes of rule.

Teo Ballvé is Assistant Professor in Peace and Conflict Studies 
and Geography at Colgate University. He is the former editor 
of the NACLA Report on the Americas, published by the North 
American Congress on Latin America.

 
CORNELL SERIES ON LAND: NEW PERSPECTIVES ON TERRITORY, DEVELOPMENT, 

AND ENVIRONMENT

$27.95 paperback | $13.99 ebook
228 pages, 6 x 9, 13 b&w halftones, 3 b&w drawings, 3 maps

" The Frontier Effect is a fascinating book that 
explores the process of state making—in the 

'absence of the state'—in Colombia's conflict-
ed Urabá region."—Lesley Gill, Vanderbilt 
University, author of The School of Americas

"Teo Ballvé's  The Frontier Effect  is an 
exceptionally well written book, an eth-
nographically rich and theoretically inno-
vative contribution to multiple scholarly 
disciplines including Latin America Studies, 
Geography, Anthropology, and Political 
Science."—Winifred Tate, Colby College, 
author of Drugs, Thugs, and Diplomats

"This book helps us make sense of Colombia's 
never-ending war. Through a brilliant mix of 
history, ethnography, and political economy, 
Ballvé turns conventional scholarly wisdom 
on its head: it's not the absence of the state 
that creates chaos in Colombia's frontier 
zones but struggles over its presence that 
help explain the violence."—Greg Grandin, 
Yale University, author of Fordlandia

The Frontier Effect
State Formation and Violence in Colombia

Teo Ballvé 
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Tales from Albarado revisits times of excitement and loss in 
early 1990s Albania, in which about a dozen pyramid firms 
collapsed and caused the country to fall into anarchy and a near 
civil war. To gain a better understanding of how people from all 
walks of life came to invest in these financial schemes and how 
these schemes became intertwined with everyday transactions, 
dreams, and aspirations, Smoki Musaraj looks at the materiality, 
sociality, and temporality of financial speculations at the mar-
gins of global capital. She argues that the speculative financial 
practices of the schemes were enabled by official financial 
infrastructures (such as the postsocialist free-market reforms), 
by unofficial economies (such as transnational remittances), 
as well as by historically specific forms of entrepreneurship, 
transnational social networks, and desires for a European mo-
dernity. Overall, these granular stories of participation in the 
Albanian schemes help understand neoliberal capitalism as a 
heterogeneous economic formation that intertwines capitalist 
and noncapitalist forms of accumulation and investment. 

Smoki Musaraj is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Ohio 
University, and co-author of Money at the Margins.

$25.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
216 pages, 6 x 9, 12 b&w halftones

"This is an excellent piece of work, on a crucial 
topic for intensive local ethnography of the 
temporal disjunctures and varied monetary, 
cultural and organizational/bureaucratic 
interfaces of the present world. And it 
offers conceptual, methodological and 
comparative-theoretical themes."—Jane I. 
Guyer, Johns Hopkins University

"Musaraj does an excellent job of conveying 
the processes whereby people were drawn 
into the spiraling intensity of pyramid 
schemes—based on reasonable expectations 
fueled by the media—and the speed with 
which they collapsed."—Martha Lampland, 
University of California, author of The Value 
of Labor

Tales from Albarado
Ponzi Logics of Accumulation in Postsocialist 
Albania

Smoki Musaraj
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ethnogr AphY of A ponzI sCheMe
Smoki Musaraj

From the Tulip Mania of the Dutch Golden Age 
and the South Sea Bubble in eighteenth-century 
England to the subprime mortgage crisis in the 

United States, speculative forms of finance have been 
a staple of capitalist economies the world over. But how 
do such schemes take hold of people’s finances and 
imagination? How do they unfold in everyday transac-
tions?

Tales from Albarado takes an ethnographic approach 
to the rise and fall of a dozen of Ponzi schemes (firma 
piramidale) that were all the rage in early-1990s Alba-
nia. The schemes emerged alongside the free-market 
reforms and postcommunist financial institutions that 
followed the collapse of the communist regime. When 
the schemes folded in 1997, the country unraveled into 
anarchy and a near civil war. Looking into newspaper ar-
chives and interviews with former investors, Tales from 
Albarado seeks to gain a better understanding of how 
people from various paths of life came to invest in finan-
cial schemes and, in turn, how such schemes intertwine 
with everyday transactions, dreams, and aspirations.

Through this ethnography of the Ponzi schemes in 
Albania, the book explores more broadly the discourses, 
materialities, and temporalities of financial speculation.

1. Discourses of Speculation
Looking at newspaper coverage before and after 

their collapse, Tales from Albarado notes a shift in the 
gendered representations of key leading figures of the 
pyramid firms. Thus, while prior to their collapse, these 
were represented as capitalist firms run by virile entre-
preneurs, after their collapse, media representations fo-
cused on Maksude Kadëna, a female owner of the firm 
Sude, depicting her as a Gypsy fortuneteller. The book 
situates such representations within a broader global 
and local history of gendered representations of finance 
noting a common theme of feminization of speculation 
as a way of delegitimizing some forms of finance over 
others. In the Albanian context, I argue that, by focusing 
on Kadëna’s gender and ethnicity as a source of her (and 
other schemes’) fraudulence, public discourse delegiti-
mated the firms without, however, questioning the insti-
tutions that enabled them in the first place.

2. The Materiality and Sociality of Speculation
Scholarly discussions of financial bubbles often focus 

on the abstraction and anonymity of capital as the fuel 

of speculation. Tales from Albarado, by contrast, em-
phasizes the materialities and socialities of speculation. 
It does so by looking at the circulation and conversion of 
the value of various material things—stack of cash, pri-
vatization vouchers, remittances, housing—through the 
firms. These materialities, I argue, are embedded in spe-
cific economic and social histories and cultural norms.

A key finding in this book pertains to the role of a 
widespread bottom up economic repertoire: remit-
tances. Remittances were sent to Albanian residents 
via transnational kinship networks. They were mostly in 
cash and in multiple currencies as this was a time be-
fore the euro. Drachmas, liras, marks, dollars featured 
prominently in recollections of former invested who of-
ten expressed pleasure in dealing in multiple currencies 
and in carrying stacks and sacs of cash to and from the 
firms. Cash enabled bundling deposits from multiple in-
vestors; multiple currencies enabled cultural cachet and 
opportunities for arbitrage; social ties of kin, friends, and 
brokers (sekserë) enabled the expansion of investments 
to the firms. Accounts by former investors point to the 
highly personalized transactions that enabled financial 
speculation. Further, they provide a picture of a bot-
tom-up repertoire—an informal cash economy in mul-
tiple currencies mediated by social ties—that continues 
to constitute an enduring strategy of accumulation in a 
context of ongoing economic uncertainty and volatility.

3. Temporalities of Speculation
In addition to seeking other means of making wealth, 

I argue that participation in the infamous pyramid firms 
was also fueled by investors’ aspirations for changing 
the temporalities of life and finance. The book looks in 
particular to the buying, selling, and desiring of homes 
in conjunction with participating at the pyramid firms. 
A number of investors sold their recently privatized 
apartments (formerly state-owned) in order to invest 
at the firms. At the same time, most investors I inter-
viewed, when asked what they planned to do with their 
returns, expressed their desire to buy a new home. The 
new homes were often imagined as an accelerated path 
towards a capitalist and European modernity. Those 
who had lost their homes to the schemes lamented their 
“lagging behind” this imagined trajectory. Housing, thus, 
became a site for materializing such aspirations and for 
witnessing their failure.
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By examining the discourses, materialities, and tem-
poralities of the speculative schemes, Tales from Albara-
do identifies economic practices and institutions as well 
as desires and aspirations that have endured through-
out the three decades of neoliberal transformations in 
Albania. Strategies of value conversion, a propensity 
for accessing multiple regimes of value, intertwining fi-
nance and social ties, desires for a European inclusion 
and modernity—these are all well-established social and 
financial institutions that make up the economic and 
social life in Albania as well as other sites that have ex-
perienced similar geopolitical marginality and economic 
instability. These intertwined economies and socialities 
in contemporary Albania thus speak to the making of 
neoliberal economy at the margins of global capital.
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Focusing on language and media in Asian Russia, particularly 
in Buryat territories, Mixed Messages engages debates about the 
role of minority media in society, alternative visions of moder-
nity, and the impact of media on everyday language use. Graber 
demonstrates that language and the production, circulation, and 
consumption of media are practices by which residents of the 
region perform and negotiate competing possible identities. 

What languages should be used in newspapers, magazines, 
or radio and television broadcasts? Who should produce them? 
What kinds of publics are and are not possible through media? 
How exactly do discourses move into, out of, and through 
the media to affect everyday social practices? Mixed Messages 
addresses these questions through a rich ethnography of the 
Russian Federation's Buryat territories, a multilingual and 
multiethnic region on the Mongolian border with a complex 
relationship to both Europe and Asia.

Mixed Messages shows that belonging in Asian Russia is a 
dynamic process that one cannot capture analytically by using 
straightforward categories of ethnolinguistic identity. 

Kathryn E. Graber is Assistant Professor of Anthropology 
and Central Eurasian Studies at Indiana University.

$29.95 paperback | $14.99 ebook
288 pages, 6 x 9, 18 b&w halftones, 3 maps

"Graber provides a multifaceted picture of 
Buryat language and identity as enacted 
and reinforced in a wide range of contexts, 
including through the sphere of Buryat-lan-
guage media, making Mixed Messages a 
significant contribution to the study of 
language and identity among non-Russian 
peoples in Russia."—Jennifer Dickinson, 
Associate Professor of Anthropology, Uni-
versity of Vermont

"Mixed Messages  is beautifully written 
throughout, with clear, confident prose that 
brings to life some of the key concepts and 
insights of linguistic anthropology."—Doug-
las Rogers, Yale University, author of The 
Depths of Russia

Mixed Messages
Mediating Native Belonging in Asian Russia

Kathryn E. Graber
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rACIAl polItICs In putIn’s russIA
Kathryn E. Graber

Black Lives Matter has flowered well beyond the 
US to become a global movement, giving us an 
opportunity—and a moral obligation—to think 

more critically about how racism functions in diverse 
societies. In some national-political contexts, protesters 
have directed their outrage toward symbols of specifi-
cally Black oppression, toppling statues of slave traders. 
In other contexts with histories of colonialism, the move-
ment has become about oppression more generally, an 
impetus, from Manitoba to Australia, to reckon with the 
structural violence directed at colonized peoples.

The Black Lives Matter movement has struck a nerve, 
but it has not prompted widespread empathetic pro-
tests or a real reckoning with Russia’s own race relations. 
Most Russian commentators have focused on isolated 
incidents of looting and unruliness among protesters. 
More crucially, they have treated BLM and the struc-
tural inequality that provoked it as essentially American 
problems, such that they don’t see any reason to turn 
criticism inward.

This attitude has a long history. Soviet discourse 
during the Cold War held that racism was a problem of 
the capitalist West, particularly the United States. So-
viet nationalities policies focused on mixing rather than 
segregation, encouraging extensive internal migration 
between far-flung parts of the Soviet Union and its 
“brother republics.” Early Soviet biologists studied the 
physiological benefits of racial mixing in border repub-
lics like Buryatia, directly challenging Nazi “race science.” 
Linguists emphasized the mutual influence of languages 
on one another.

Some of this might sound like colonialism. But indig-
enous peoples were supposed to have been liberated 
from Russian colonialism by Soviet socialism, so it was 
definitionally impossible for Soviet minorities to be co-
lonial subjects. This narrative has had remarkable staying 
power, and racism within contemporary Russia remains, 
even in the era of BLM, largely undiscussed. So, is Rus-
sian racism impossible?

Short answer: No
Most non-Slavic people understand themselves as 

racialized within Russia, without necessarily using the 
term. Racism especially impacts labor migrants from 
Central Asia and the Caucasus, as well as members of 
Russia’s many ethnolinguistic minorities.

My book, Mixed Messages, examines the history 
and politics of one such native minority, the Buryats of 
southeastern Siberia. I focus on language, which has 
been the main criterion for ethnonational belonging in 
the Buryat territories, and on the media that reify expec-
tations about who speaks “good” Buryat and, thus, is a 
“good Buryat.”

Drawing on ethnographic research conducted since 
2005, I argue in the book that contemporary native Si-
berians like the Buryats negotiate impossible expecta-
tions, leveled by both themselves and others. They are 
racialized within Russia as exotic Asians, but they are 
also supposed to be somehow European and quintes-
sentially modern, a “bridge” for European Russians to 
a wilder East. The core tension examined in the book 
is that people expect local Buryat institutions such as 
newspapers to affirm indigenous language and cul-
ture—and, as illustrated throughout the book, they gen-
uinely do represent key means for negotiating Buryat 
belonging—but the forms they take are also assimilatory 
and hyperinstitutional.

In Moscow, St. Petersburg, and other cities far from 
Buryatia, people routinely mistake Buryats for Chinese 
immigrants, based on racialized assumptions about Rus-
sia’s citizenry and who inhabits its cities. Xenophobia, 
graffiti proclaiming “Russia for the (ethnic) Russians!,” 
and periodic hate crimes against Buryats in western 
Russian cities remind Buryats of their precarious status 
in Russia’s racial hierarchy. Young people sometimes 
identify as “Black” based on this racialized inequality 
and what they see as a shared urban or working-class 
lifestyle.

Whether this perceived likeness grows into political 
action for racial justice remains to be seen. At present, it 
seems unlikely that BLM will be the catalyst for reckon-
ing with racism in Russia, for reasons unpacked further in 
the book. But that doesn’t make the problem go away.
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Confronting Desire 
Psychoanalysis and International Development

Ilan Kapoor

 

$26.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
324 pages, 6 x 9, 2 b&w halftones

By applying psychoanalytic perspectives to key themes, con-
cepts, and practices underlying the development enterprise, 
Confronting Desire offers a new way of analyzing the problems, 
challenges, and potentialities of international development. Ilan 
Kapoor makes a compelling case for examining development's 
unconscious desires and in the process inaugurates a new field 
of study: psychoanalytic development studies.

Drawing from the work of Jacques Lacan and Slavoj Zizek, as 
well as from psychoanalytic postcolonial and feminist scholar-
ship, Kapoor analyzes how development's unconscious desires 

"speak out," most often in excessive and unpredictable ways that 
contradict the outwardly rational declarations of its practitioners. 
He investigates development's many irrationalities—from ob-
sessions about growth and poverty to the perverse seductions of 
racism and over-consumption. By deploying key psychoanalyt-
ic concepts—enjoyment, fantasy, antagonism, fetishism, envy, 
drive, perversion, and hysteria—Confronting Desire critically 
analyzes important issues in development—growth, poverty, in-
equality, participation, consumption, corruption, gender, "race," 
LGBTQ politics, universality, and revolution. 

Confronting Desire offers prescriptions for applying psycho-
analysis to development theory and practice and demonstrates 
how psychoanalysis can provide fertile ground for radical poli-
tics and the transformation of international development. 

Ilan Kapoor is Professor of Critical Development Studies 
at the Faculty of Environmental and Urban Change at York 
University, Toronto, and the author of The Postcolonial Politics 
of Development and Celebrity Humanitarianism. Follow him on 
Twitter @ilankapoor.

"This innovative and audacious account 
brings a psychoanalytic lens to critically 
analyze the unspoken urges that underlie 
international development. Ilan Kapoor's 
shimmeringly insightful and truly ground 
breaking book alerts us to the unconscious 
impulses and desires that continue to influ-
ence contemporary development thinking 
and practice, offering a progressive future 
radical politics."—Uma Kothari, University 
of Manchester, author of A Radical History 
of Development Studies 

"This provocatively structured book queers 
the pursuit of happiness as capitalist devel-
opment by lodging it in the Lacanian uncon-
scious as read by Slavoj Žižek. Movements 
for change must take this into account, ac-
knowledging their own enjoyment of/in the 
undertaking. Required reading."—Gayatri 
Chakravorty Spivak, Columbia University, 
author of A Critique of Postcolonial Reason

"Confronting Desire is a major contribution 
that will have a significant impact on devel-
opment studies, and global studies more 
generally, appealing to those studying and 

'doing' development. Kapoor's ideas are 
among the most important in development 
thinking today."—Gavin Fridell, Saint Mary's 
University, author of Coffee
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protests In hong kong And thAIlAnd: A 
polItICs of hYsterIA or perversIon?

Ilan Kapoor

What is remarkable about the spate of pro-
tests in Hong Kong and Thailand in recent 
months is their tenacity. Despite state intim-

idation and violence in both places, demonstrators have 
kept up their fight, at least until lately. In Thailand, waves 
of demonstrations, composed mostly of high school 
and university students, have risked heavy-handed po-
lice tactics and arrests to demand democratic reforms 
and the end of the “feudalism and dictatorship” of the 
monarchy and army.

And in Hong Kong, starting in 2019, protestors 
managed to revive the fervor of the 2014 Umbrella 
Movement with repeated demonstrations to both op-
pose the government’s extradition bill and vote out re-
gime-backed candidates in local elections, once again 
braving imprisonment and police violence. But the 
recent mainland Chinese-imposed national security 
law has cast a pall on such resistance. Will it succeed 
in breaking the steadfastness of the Hong Kong pro-
testors? And will Thai demonstrators be able to sustain 
their opposition to their “masters” in the face of state 
threats and declarations of “emergency”?

One way of understanding the resolve of the demon-
strators—or the relative weakening of it—is to focus on 
its unconscious make-up. This is partly what I attempt to 
do in my book, Confronting Desire, where I highlight the 
libidinal underpinnings of popular uprisings.

What a Lacanian psychoanalytic lens helps empha-
size is that, sometimes, critiquing or challenging the Law 
(i.e. the authority of the state or the force of the market) 
is only seemingly rebellious. Not only is our violation 
needed for the Law to function, but such violation can 
bind us to the Law, keeping our rebellion within the (un-
threatening) bounds that the Law itself defines and tol-
erates. “Perversion” is the term given to such quiescent 
defiance, while “hysteria” names a more thoroughgoing 
transgression that enables the rebel to uncompromis-
ingly hold on to their desire for radical change.

The Thai and Hong Kong protestors have, according 
to this view, been engaging in a politics of hysteria, re-
fusing to compromise on their desire for change. Yet the 
recent militarization and securitization of the protests, 
notably the arrest of several movement leaders, may 
well see the mutation of hysteria into perversion: con-
tinued intimidation and co-optation, after all, is a way of 

swaying desire and seducing the subject. It’s far easier to 
enjoy the immediate material temptations of the market 
or the security and stability of the powers-that-be than 
suffer the perils of an uncertain future.

Time will tell, but it seems to me that the political me-
diation of desire in both the Hong Kong and Thai cases 
will depend on the protest movements’ ability to broad-
en their bases of support. This could take shape, for ex-
ample, by building bridges with other social or workers’ 
movements (notably in mainland China, in the case of 
Hong Kong); engaging in supplementary forms of pro-
test (e.g. workplace actions) to try and overwhelm the 
state; or attracting greater public attention and backing 
by publicizing the growing social inequalities and au-
thoritarianism in both places.

A notable development here has been the recent at-
tempt by Thai and Hong Kong activists to themselves 
form an alliance in their common struggle against tyran-
ny and inequality. Such a move is a significant step to-
wards strengthening their shared political resolve. That 
is, it ensures against the compromise of their desire by 
building stronger foundations for the politics of hysteria. 
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Based on longitudinal ethnographic work on migration between 
the United States and Taiwan, Time and Migration interrogates 
how long-term immigrants negotiate their needs as they grow 
older and how transnational migration shapes later-life transi-
tions. Ken Chih-Yan Sun develops the concept of a "temporalities 
of migration" to examine the interaction between space, place, 
and time. He demonstrates how long-term settlement in the 
United States, coupled with changing homeland contexts, has 
inspired aging immigrants and returnees to rethink their sense 
of social belonging, remake intimate relations, and negotiate 
opportunities and constraints across borders. The interplay 
between migration and time shapes the ways aging migrant 
populations reassess and reconstruct relationships with their 
children, spouses, grandchildren, community members, and 
home, as well as host societies. Aging, Sun argues, is a global 
issue and must be reconsidered in a cross-border environment. 

Ken Chih-Yan Sun is Assistant Professor of Sociology and 
Criminology at Villanova University.

$49.95 hardcover | $24.99 ebook
264 pages, 6 x 9

"Based on rigorous research and fieldwork, 
Time and Migration drives home just how 
much aging is a transnational process 
involving sending and receiving countries 
that change dramatically over time. Sun's 
book captures this vividly through engaging 
stories written with a lot of heart. Scholars 
of migration, aging, and transnational so-
cial protection will learn much from these 
pages."—Peggy Levitt, Wellesley College, 
author of Artifacts and Allegiancesv

"Based on years of meticulous research, and 
following the "temporal turn" in migration 
studies, this beautifully written book ex-
plores through a life-course perspective 
multiple aspects of the lives of aging Tai-
wanese migrants in the United States and in 
Taiwan."—Russell King, University of Sussex

"By drawing attention to the importance 
of temporality and life stage, Time and 
Migration challenges the field of migration 
studies to move away from analyses that are 
based on one point in time in the life of a 
migrant. Beautifully written and chock-full 
of insights, Time and Migration is essential 
reading for those interested in migration, 
families and aging."—Nazli Kibria, Boston 
University

Time and Migration
How Long-Term Taiwanese Migrants 
Negotiate Later Life

Ken Chih-Yan Sun
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LEUVEN UNIVERSITY PRESS
CEMIS MIGRATION AND INTERCULTURAL STUDIES

$25.00 paperback 
194 pages, 6.19 x 9.25

The willingness to migrate in search of employment is in itself 
insufficient to compel anyone to move. The dynamics of labour 
mobility are heavily inf luenced by the opportunities perceived 
and the imaginaries held by both employers and regulating 
authorities in relation to migrant labour. This volume offers a 
multidisciplinary approach to the study of the structures and 
imaginaries underlying various forms of mobility. Based on re-
search conducted in different geographical contexts, including 
the European Union, Turkey, and South Africa, and tackling 
the experiences and aspirations of migrants from various parts 
of the globe, the chapters comprised in this volume analyse 
labour-related mobilities from two distinct yet intertwined van-
tage points: the role of structures and regimes of mobility on 
the one hand, and aspirations as well as migrant imaginaries 
on the other. Migration at Work thus aims to draw cross-contex-
tual parallels by addressing the role played by opportunities in 
mobilizing people, how structures enable, sustain, and change 
different forms of mobility, and how imaginaries fuel labour 
migration and vice versa. In doing so, this volume also aims 
to tackle the interrelationships between imaginaries driving 
migration and shaping "regimes of mobility", as well as how 
the former play out in different contexts, shaping internal and 
cross-border migration.

Based on empirical research in various fields, this collection 
provides valuable scholarship and evidence on current processes 
of migration and mobility.

Migration at Work
Aspirations, Imaginaries, and Structures of 
Mobility

Edited By Fiona-Katharina Seiger, Christiane 
Timmerman, Noel B. Salazar And Johan Wets

Fiona-Katharina Seiger is a 
sociologist by training who has worked 
with women, children, and youth in 
Japan and the Philippines. She holds 
a PhD from the National University of 
Singapore.

Christiane Timmerman was Pro-
fessor of anthropology and director of 
the Center for Migration and Intercul-
tural Studies (CeMIS) at the University 
of Antwerp.

Noel B. Salazar is Research Pro-
fessor in anthropology at KU Leuven, 
Belgium.

Johan Wets (PhD social sciences) is 
migration research manager at the Re-
search Institute for Work and Society 
(HIVA), an interdisciplinary research 
institute from the University of Leuven, 
Belgium (KU Leuven).
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the logICs of AntI-blACkness undergIrd everY 
Mode of InjustICe we seek to reMedIAte

Jodi Rios

In the wake of the brutal murder of George Floyd, re-
newed calls to defund or even abolish formal police 
departments are gaining momentum. If successful, 

these efforts could save countless black people from 
state-sanctioned violence and death. While this is a very 
obvious and visible place to start in the fight against an-
ti-blackness, my research has shown that every time one 
racist system is dismantled, another tends to pop up to 
replace it.

For example, the civil rights legislation of 1968 did 
much to increase access to housing for black families 
who previously had few options. In suburban St. Louis, 
however, the ‘American Dream’ soon became a night-
mare when the risk that is historically and pervasively 
attached to blackness drove resources, investment, and 
revenue to the next ring of metropolitan development. 
In response, small cities, including many with black lead-
ership, resorted to relentlessly policing residents and 
space using ordinances and property codes to close the 
gaps in municipal budgets. Today black residents in this 
area continue to experience a perpetual double bind as 
they suffer from and pay for the disappearance of re-
sources that occurs when they simply occupy space.

As I show in my book Black Lives and Spatial Matters, 
formal policing is but one example of the multiple forms 
of informal policing that black people encounter every 
day. Furthermore, black people are expected to be both 
the window and the mirror that reveal racist practices 
and to initiate the physical, emotional, and intellectual 
labor of antiracist work. The fact that George Floyd 
would be just another “suspect that died in police cus-
tody” if his violent death had not been recorded is an 
example of the level of proof and degree of violence 
that is required to verify what countless black people 
have been saying—that police violence happens. Unfor-
tunately, culling ‘bad apples’ or banning certain choke-
holds will not impact the myriad other ways that black-
ness is policed and antiblack violence is experienced. 

The leaders of Ferguson resistance, many of whom 
identify as women and queer, were mobilized by the kill-
ing of Michael Brown in 2014 but they knew that laws, 
policies, and even the indictment of killer police officers 
would not secure the freedom they fight for. Although 
the Ferguson police department symbolized a general 
disregard for black life, much of Ferguson resistance 

centered on the refusal to conform to the expectations 
that define ‘a respectable negro’ and on the demand to 
set the terms of protest. In a society where the physi-
cal and social death of black people is normalized and 
space is used as a means of exclusion and control, sim-
ply living as and being where one chooses is a powerful 
(and risky) form of protest. As I argue in the book, Fer-
guson resistance was critical to what we understand as 
the Black Lives Matter movement today.

The ethics of lived blackness—living fully and visibly in 
the face of forces intended to dehumanize and erase—
recognizes its location outside privileged positions of 
power. It also understands this position as a powerful 
counterpoint to the current logics that order people and 
space. This embodied and emplaced praxis of freedom 
distinctly exposes systems built on the expectation and 
tolerance of black suffering and premature death—a tol-
erance that is on bold display in the era of COVID-19.

Although legal, political, and economic solutions 
to vastly uneven distributions of power and resources 
should not be abandoned, we will continue to reproduce 
structural and physical violence if we do not recognize 
how the logics of anti-blackness undergirds every mode 
of injustice we seek to remediate. Our failure to un-
derstand blackness as historically and violently located 
beyond the map of the current world also forecloses 
the potential to access the generative capacity that 
an unmappable blackness provides. At this time, when 
a global pandemic is pulling back the curtain to mo-
mentarily reveal the rigging behind a planet that lacks 
a sustainable future, we must all fully recognize and 
vehemently support the futuring work that an ethics of 
lived blackness does toward imagining and manifesting 
different worlds.
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Black Lives and Spatial Matters
Policing Blackness and Practicing Freedom in 
Suburban St. Louis

Jodi Rios

 
POLICE/WORLDS: STUDIES IN SECURITY, CRIME, AND GOVERNANCE

$27.95 paperback | $13.99 ebook
294 pages, 6 x 9, 20 b&w halftones, 5 maps

Black Lives and Spatial Matters is a call to reconsider the epistem-
ic violence that is committed when scholars, policymakers, and 
the general public continue to frame Black precarity as just an-
other racial, cultural, or ethnic conflict that can be solved solely 
through legal, political, or economic means. Jodi Rios argues 
that the historical and material production of blackness-as-risk 
is foundational to the historical and material construction of 
our society and certainly foundational to the construction and 
experience of metropolitan space. She also considers how an 
ethics of lived blackness—living fully and visibly in the face of 
forces intended to dehumanize and erase—can create a power-
ful counter point to blackness-as-risk.

Using a transdisciplinary methodology, Black Lives and Spa-
tial Matters studies cultural, institutional, and spatial politics of 
race in North St. Louis County, Missouri, as a set of practices 
that are intimately connected to each other and to global histo-
ries of race and race-making. As such, the book adds important 
insight into the racialization of metropolitan space and people 
in the United States. The arguments presented in this book 
draw from fifteen years of engaged research in North St. Louis 
County and rely on multiple disciplinary perspectives and local 
knowledge in order to study relationships between interconnect-
ed practices and phenomena.

Jodi Rios is a scholar, designer, and educator whose work is 
located at the intersection of physical, social, and political space.

"Black Lives and Spatial Matters  is essential 
reading for scholars and students across 
disciplinary boundaries and research 
interests. Additionally, this monograph 
should be required for all elected officials 
and policy makers as this text is relevant 
to the lived experiences of residents of lo-
calized geographies whether these spaces 
are labeled urban, suburban, or terrain in 
between."— Aimee Meredith Cox, Yale 
University, author of Shapeshifters

"Jodi Rios presents an empirically rich and 
theoretically astute analysis of the causes 
and consequences of the Ferguson uprising. 
This astoundingly original and generative 
book establishes a new standard of ex-
cellence for the study of race, place, and 
power." — Frederick Moten
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In Oil Money, David M. Wight offers a new framework for un-
derstanding the course of Middle East–US relations during the 
1970s and 1980s: the transformation of the US global empire 
by Middle East petrodollars. During these two decades, Amer-
ican, Arab, and Iranian elites reconstituted the primary role of 
the Middle East within the global system of US power from a 
supplier of cheap crude oil to a source of abundant petrodollars, 
the revenues earned from the export of oil.

In the 1970s, the United States and allied monarchies, in-
cluding the House of Pahlavi in Iran and the House of Saud in 
Saudi Arabia, utilized petrodollars to undertake myriad joint 
initiatives for mutual economic and geopolitical benefit. These 
petrodollar projects were often unprecedented in scope and 
included multibillion-dollar development projects, arms sales, 
purchases of US Treasury securities, and funds for the mujahe-
din in Afghanistan. Although petrodollar ties often augmented 
the power of the United States and its Middle East allies, Wight 
argues they also fostered economic disruptions and state-spon-
sored violence that drove many Americans, Arabs, and Iranians 
to resist Middle East–US interdependence, most dramatically 
during the Iranian Revolution of 1979.

Deftly integrating diplomatic, transnational, economic, and 
cultural analysis, Wight utilizes extensive declassified records 
from the Nixon, Ford, Carter, and Reagan administrations, the 
IMF, the World Bank, Saddam Hussein's regime, and private 
collections to make plain the political economy of US power. 
Oil Money is an expansive yet judicious investigation of the 
wide-ranging and contradictory effects of petrodollars on Middle 
East–US relations and the geopolitics of globalization. 

David M. Wight is Visiting Assistant Professor of History at 
the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.

THE UNITED STATES IN THE WORLD

$49.95 hardcover | $24.99 ebook
360 pages, 6 x 9, 10 b&w halftones, 7 charts

"David M. Wight's conclusions help us 
understand more fully the embroilment of 
the United States in the Middle East during 
the last decades of the twentieth century. 
In Oil Money, Wight deftly presents a rich 
and compelling history."—Daniel Sargent, 
University of California, Berkeley, author 
of A Superpower Transformed

"Covering new ground in describing US for-
eign policy, David M. Wight examines the 
cultural and political meanings that different 
parties attached to economic change. The 
ways that Oil Money contextualizes eco-
nomic inequality is of central importance in 
the aftermath of Occupy Wall Street and 
the Arab Spring."—Nathan J. Citino, Rice 
University, author of Envisioning the Arab 
Future

Oil Money 
Middle East Petrodollars and the 
Transformation of US Empire, 1967–1988 

David M. Wight
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Exile and migration played a critical role in the diffusion and 
development of modernism around the globe, yet have long 
remained largely understudied phenomena within art historiog-
raphy. Focusing on the intersections of exile, artistic practice 
and urban space, this volume brings together contributions by 
international researchers committed to revising the historiog-
raphy of modern art. It pays particular attention to metropolitan 
areas that were settled by migrant artists in the first half of the 
20th century. These arrival cities developed into hubs of artistic 
activities and transcultural contact zones where ideas circulat-
ed, collaborations emerged, and concepts developed. Taking six 
major cities as a starting point—Bombay (now Mumbai), Buenos 
Aires, Istanbul, London, New York, and Shanghai –the authors 
explore how urban topographies and landscapes were modified 
by exiled artists re-establishing their practices in metropolises 
across the world. Questioning the established canon of Western 
modernism, Arrival Cities investigates how the migration of 
artists to different urban spaces impacted their work and the 
historiography of art. In doing so, it aims to encourage the dis-
cussion between international scholars from different research 
fields, such as exile studies, art history, social history, architec-
tural history, architecture, and urban studies. 

Burcu Dogr amaci  is professor of Art History at the 
Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität Munich. In 2016 she was 
awarded an ERC Consolidator Grant for the ERC project "Relo-
cating Modernism: Global Metropolises, Modern Art and Exile 
(METROMOD)".

Mareike Hetschold (PhD candidate), Laura Karp Lugo 
(postdoctoral researcher), Rachel Lee (postdoctoral research-
er), and Helene Roth (PhD candidate) form part of the 
METROMOD research team.

LEUVEN UNIVERSITY PRESS

$65.00 paperback 
450 pages, 6 x 9, 56 b&w photos, 45 color photos

Arrival Cities 
Migrating Artists and New Metropolitan 
Topographies in the 20th Century

Edited By Burcu Dogramaci, Mareike Hetschold, 
Laura Karp Lugo, Rachel Lee And Helene Roth
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In To Kill Nations, Edward Kaplan traces the evolution of Ameri-
can strategic airpower and preparation for nuclear war from this 
early air-atomic era to a later period (1950–1965) in which the 
Soviet Union's atomic capability, accelerated by thermonuclear 
weapons and ballistic missiles, made American strategic assets 
vulnerable and gradually undermined air-atomic strategy.

Kaplan throws into question both the inevitability and prefer-
ability of the strategic doctrine of MAD. He looks at the process 
by which cultural, institutional, and strategic ideas about MAD 
took shape and makes insightful use of the comparison between 
generals who thought they could win a nuclear war and the cold 
institutional logic of the suicide pact that was MAD. Kaplan 
also offers a reappraisal of Eisenhower's nuclear strategy and 
diplomacy to make a case for the marginal viability of air-atomic 
military power even in an era of ballistic missiles. 

Edward Kaplan is Associate Professor of History at the US 
Air Force Academy. He is coeditor of Atlas for Introduction to 
Military History and editor of High Flight.

$23.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook
276 pages,6.12 x 9.25, 1 halftone, 5 tables

"Edward Kaplan has written a first-rate 
account of the evolution of America's 
air-atomic strategy, a subject overlooked 
by contemporary scholars and policy-
makers and, most important of all, airmen 
themselves. Drawing on a wide variety of 
literatures that inform the study of airpower, 
nuclear deterrence, and the Cold War, he 
carefully examines the puzzles that plagued 
the Truman, Eisenhower, and Kennedy ad-
ministrations as they struggled to come to 
terms with the advent of atomic weapons 
and the conduct of war. As the title implies, 
the story here is nothing less than the killing 
of nations; this is a topic neglected at our 
peril. This book should be read by all those 
interested in airpower, nuclear strategy, war, 
and peace."—James Wood Forsyth, Jr., 
School of Advanced Air and Space Studies

"Edward Kaplan's To Kill Nations is a fascinat-
ing work that packs a thermonuclear punch 
of ideas and arguments into 223 pages of 
dense but readable text (260 including end-
notes, etc.). The work is suitable for anyone 
from advanced undergraduates to experts 
in the field."—Strategy Bridge

To Kill Nations
American Strategy in the Air-Atomic Age and 
the Rise of Mutually Assured Destruction

Edward Kaplan

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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In Kissinger and Latin America, Stephen G. Rabe analyzes US 
policies toward Latin America during a critical period of the 
Cold War. Except for the issue of Chile under Salvador Allende, 
historians have largely ignored inter-American relations during 
the presidencies of Richard M. Nixon and Gerald R. Ford. Rabe 
also offers a way of adding to and challenging the prevailing 
historiography on one of the most preeminent policymakers in 
the history of US foreign relations. Scholarly studies on Henry 
Kissinger and his policies between 1969 and 1977 have tended 
to survey Kissinger's approach to the world, with an emphasis 
on initiatives toward the Soviet Union and the People's Republic 
of China and the struggle to extricate the United States from 
the Vietnam conflict. Kissinger and Latin America offers some-
thing new—analyzing US policies toward a distinct region of 
the world during Kissinger's career as national security adviser 
and secretary of state.

Rabe further challenges the notion that Henry Kissinger 
dismissed relations with the southern neighbors. The energetic 
Kissinger devoted more time and effort to Latin America than 
any of his predecessors—or successors—who served as the na-
tional security adviser or secretary of state during the Cold War 
era. He waged war against Salvador Allende and successfully 
destabilized a government in Bolivia. He resolved nettlesome 
issues with Mexico, Peru, Ecuador, and Venezuela. He launched 
critical initiatives with Panama and Cuba. Kissinger also bol-
stered and coddled murderous military dictators who trampled 
on basic human rights. South American military dictators 
whom Kissinger favored committed international terrorism in 
Europe and the Western Hemisphere. 

Stephen G. Rabe is Ashbel Smith Professor of History emeri-
tus at the University of Texas at Dallas. He has written or edited 
twelve books, including The Killing Zone, John F. Kennedy, and 
US Intervention in British Guiana.

$41.95 hardcover | $20.99 ebook
330 pages, 6 x 9, 15 b&w halftones

"This wide-ranging book from Stephen 
G. Rabe reveals Kissinger's centrality to 
US-Latin American relations during a crit-
ical moment in the Western Hemisphere. 
Rabe convincingly argues that Kissinger was 
invested in developing and implementing 
US diplomacy in the region, and he casts 
new light on the lasting consequences of 
Kissinger's interventions."—Vanessa Walker, 
Amherst College

"In Kissinger and Latin America, Stephen 
G. Rabe proves tough but fair. He pulls no 
punches against Kissinger's vicious support 
for dictators. Yet Rabe also appreciates the 
former Secretary of State's open-mind-
edness on issues ranging from economics 
to the Panama Canal."—Alan McPherson, 
Temple University, author of Ghosts of 
Sheridan Circle

"By incorporating new archival materials, 
Kissinger and Latin America deepens our 
understanding of US-Latin American 
relations during the Nixon and Ford Ad-
ministrations."—William Michael Schmidli, 
Leiden University, author of The Fate of 
Freedom Elsewhere

Kissinger and Latin America 
Intervention, Human Rights, and Diplomacy

Stephen G. Rabe
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In The World Refugees Made, Pamela Ballinger explores Italy's 
remaking in light of the loss of a wide range of territorial pos-
sessions—colonies, protectorates, and provinces—in Africa and 
the Balkans, the repatriation of Italian nationals from those 
territories, and the integration of these "national refugees" into 
a country devastated by war and overwhelmed by foreign dis-
placed persons from Eastern Europe. Post-World War II Italy 
served as an important laboratory, in which categories differen-
tiating foreign refugees (who had crossed national boundaries) 
from national refugees (those who presumably did not) were 
debated, refined, and consolidated. Such distinctions resonated 
far beyond that particular historical moment, informing legal 
frameworks that remain in place today. Offering an alternative 
genealogy of the postwar international refugee regime, Ballinger 
focuses on the consequences of one of its key omissions: the 
ineligibility from international refugee status of those migrants 
who became classified as national refugees.

The presence of displaced persons also posed the complex 
question of who belonged, culturally and legally, in an Italy that 
was territorially and politically reconfigured by decolonization. 
The process of demarcating types of refugees thus represented 
a critical moment for Italy, one that endorsed an ethnic con-
ception of identity that citizenship laws made explicit. Such an 
understanding of identity remains salient, as Italians still invoke 
language and race as bases of belonging in the face of mass 
immigration and ongoing refugee emergencies. Ballinger's 
analysis of the postwar international refugee regime and Italian 
decolonization illuminates the study of human rights history, 
humanitarianism, postwar reconstruction, fascism and its af-
termaths, and modern Italian history.

Pamela Ballinger is Professor of History and Fred Cuny 
Chair in the History of Human Rights at the University of Mich-
igan. She is author of History in Exile and La Memoria dell'Esilio.

$45.00 hardcover | $21.99 ebook
336 pages, 6 x 9, 9 b&w halftones, 3 maps

"A fascinating work of the highest quality. 
The World Refugees Made offers a rich 
international history of postwar reconstruc-
tion, connecting its relevance to refugee 
programs today. It is full of humanitarian 
compassion for real people in impossible 
situations."—Mark Choate, Brigham Young 
University, author of Emigrant Nation

"The World Refugees Made is a magisterial 
work that will reshape our understanding 
of Europe's contemporary and past refu-
gee crises for years to come."—Andrea L. 
Smith, PhD, Lafayette College, author of 
Rebuilding Shattered Worlds

"An intellectually innovative, politically 
timely study of the entanglements of 
refugee policies and the challenges of 
decolonization, conducted in the shadow 
of a recent fascist past and a global crisis of 
displacement."—Atina Grossmann, Cooper 
Union, author of Jews, Germans and Allies

The World Refugees Made 
Decolonization and the Foundation of Postwar 
Italy

Pamela Ballinger
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The Cold War from the Margins
A Small Socialist State on the Global Cultural 
Scene

Theodora K. Dragostinova

$19.95 paperback | free ebook 
324 pages, 6 x 9, 40 b&w halftones, 

"The Cold War from the Margins is an excellent 
book that breaks new ground. Dragostinova 
provides previously unknown information 
and fresh analysis for the better understand-
ing of the development of state socialism, 
especially in Bulgaria; and also makes an 
important contribution to the growing 
literature on the global entanglement of 
state socialist countries." — Ulf Brunnbauer, 
University of Regensburg, author of Global-
izing Southeast Europe

In The Cold War from the Margins, Theodora K. Dragostinova 
reappraises the global 1970s from the perspective of a small 
socialist state—Bulgaria—and its cultural engagements with 
the Balkans, the West, and the Third World. During this anxious 
decade, Bulgaria's communist leadership invested heavily in 
cultural diplomacy to bolster its legitimacy at home and pro-
mote its agendas abroad. Bulgarians traveled the world to open 
museum exhibitions, show films, perform music, and showcase 
the cultural heritage and future aspirations of their "ancient yet 
modern" country.

As Dragostinova shows, these encounters transcended the 
Cold War's bloc mentality: Bulgaria's relations with Greece and 
Austria warmed, émigrés once considered enemies were em-
braced, and new cultural ties were forged with India, Mexico, 
and Nigeria. Pursuing contact with the West and solidarity with 
the Global South boosted Bulgaria's authoritarian regime by 
securing new allies and unifying its population. Complicating 
familiar narratives of both the 1970s and late socialism, The 
Cold War from the Margins places the history of socialism in an 
international context and recovers alternative models of global 
interconnectivity along East-South lines. 

Theodora K. Dragostinova is Associate Professor of Histo-
ry at The Ohio State University. She is coeditor of Beyond Mosque, 
Church, and State and author of Between Two Motherlands. Follow 
her on Twitter @theodora_dragos.

Thanks to generous funding from the Ohio State University 
and its participation in TOME (Toward an Open Monograph 
Ecosystem), the ebook editions of this book are available as Open 
Access volumes from Cornell Open (cornellopen.org) and other 
repositories.
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Catching Up with Anastasia Shesterinina
What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

August 14, 1992, began as a regular day 
for people in Abkhazia. Some were going 
to work, others were at the beach. The 
advance of Georgian forces into Abkha-
zia that started the Georgian-Abkhaz 
war of 1992-1993 ruptured everyday life, 
creating a sense of shock and disbelief. 
“That day I was making jam. I stood in 
the garden and cooked on the fire,” one 
woman recalls, “My daughter ran in and 
said, ‘The war started!’ I asked, ‘War? 
With whom?’” This rupture motivates 
the question of the book: How do ordi-
nary people navigate uncertainty to make 
mobilization decisions in civil war?

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

Unexpected narratives emerged system-
atically in interviews and observations 
underlying this book. References to 
uncertainty at the war’s onset were one 
such ethnographic surprise. That prewar 
activism did not predict mobilization was 
another. During fieldwork, I struggled to 
make sense of these surprises as they did 
not fit existing theories of mobilization. 
Now I know immersive fieldwork made 
these surprises possible and helped get 
at the process of mobilization from the 

perspective of the very actors involved. 
Paying attention to these surprises 
offered an opportunity for theoretical 
innovation, namely, the collective threat 
framing framework that helps account 
for mobilization in uncertainty. 

How do you wish you could change the 
field?

This book challenges a fundamental as-
sumption underlying conflict research, 
that individuals know the risk involved 
in mobilization and calculate their de-
cisions based on this knowledge. Mobi-
lizing in Uncertainty shows that people 
come to perceive risk in different ways 
affected by earlier experiences of conflict 
and by social networks at the time of 
mobilization and act differently based on 
whom they understand to be threatened 
and mobilize to protect. Underlying this 
argument is the recognition that people 
experience intense uncertainty when war 
breaks out in their communities. Future 
research should take seriously the cen-
trality of uncertainty to mobilization in 
civil war.

"How do 
ordinary 
people 
navigate 
uncertainty 
to make 
mobilization 
decisions in 
civil war?"
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Mobilizing in Uncertainty
Collective Identities and War in Abkhazia

Anastasia Shesterinina

"Anastasia Shesterinina gives a thorough, 
detailed analysis of the mobilization of the 
Abkhaz population against the Georgian 
military intervention in 1992. Her arguments 
are clearly formulated and highly original."— 
Bruno Coppieters, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, 
co-editor of Contextualizing Secession

"Mobilizing in Uncertainty  is a high-quality 
work that brings together mobilization liter-
ature with the case study of Abkhazia. The 
Abkhaz perspective on Abkhaz-Georgian 
relations is rarely treated in English to such 
in depth exploration as this book offers."— 
Susan H. Allen, George Mason University, 
coeditor of Peacemaking

$49.95 hardcover | $24.99 ebook
246 pages, 6 x 9, 5 b&w halftones, 5 b&w line drawings, 
5 maps, 6 charts

How do ordinary people navigate the intense uncertainty of 
the onset of war? Different individuals mobilize in different 
ways—some f lee, some pick up arms, some support armed 
actors as civil war begins. Drawing on nearly two hundred in-
depth interviews with participants and non-participants in the 
Georgian-Abkhaz war of 1992–1993, Anastasia Shesterinina 
explores Abkhaz mobilization decisions during that conflict. 

Her fresh approach underscores the uncertain nature of the 
first days of the war. Georgian forces had a preponderance of 
manpower and arms at that time. As Mobilizing in Uncertain-
ty demonstrates, and in contrast to explanations that assume 
individuals know the risk involved in mobilization and make 
decisions to mobilize based on that knowledge, the Abkhaz 
anticipated risk in different ways in the uncertainty affected 
by earlier experiences and by social networks at the time of 
mobilization. 

What Shesterinina uncovers is that to make sense of the 
violence, Abkhaz leaders, local authority figures, and others 
relied on shared understandings of the conflict and their roles 
in it—collective conflict identities—that they had developed 
before the war. As appeals traveled across society, people con-
solidated mobilization decisions with small groups of family and 
friends and based their actions on whom they understood to be 
threatened. Their decisions shaped how the Georgian-Abkhaz 
conflict unfolded and how people continued to mobilize during 
and after the war. 

Through this detailed analysis of Abkhaz mobilization 
from prewar to postwar, Mobilizing in Uncertainty sheds light 
on broader processes of violence, which have lasting effects on 
societies marked by intergroup conflict. 

Anastasia Shesterinina is a Lecturer in Politics and Interna-
tional Politics at the University of Sheffield. She has published 
in American Political Science Review, Journal of Peace Research, 
and International Peacekeeping.
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The Hungry Steppe examines one of the most heinous crimes 
of the Stalinist regime: the Kazakh famine of 1930–33. More 
than 1.5 million people, a quarter of Kazakhstan's population, 
perished. Yet the story of this famine has remained mostly 
hidden from view. Sarah Cameron reveals this brutal story and 
its devastating consequences for Kazakh society.

Through extremely violent means, the Kazakh famine cre-
ated Soviet Kazakhstan, a stable territory with clear boundaries 
that was an integral part of the Soviet economy; and it forged 
a new Kazakh national identity. But ultimately, Cameron finds, 
neither Kazakhstan nor Kazakhs themselves integrated into 
Soviet society the way Moscow intended. The experience of the 
famine scarred the republic and shaped its transformation into 
an independent nation in 1991.

Cameron examines the Kazakh famine to overturn several 
assumptions about violence, modernization, and nation-mak-
ing under Stalin, highlighting the creation of a new Kazakh 
national identity and how environmental factors shaped Soviet 
development. Ultimately, The Hungry Steppe depicts the Soviet 
regime and its disastrous policies in a new and unusual light.

Sarah Cameron is Associate Professor of History at the Uni-
versity of Maryland.

$24.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook
294 pages, 6 x 9, 14 b&w halftones, 4 map

"Sarah Cameron unearths abundant new 
Russian and Kazakh language sources to 
tell a spellbinding story of vicious social 
engineering.  Explaining what happened and 
why with utmost care, Cameron records the 
howls of suffering and mass death in the vio-
lent emergence of a Soviet Kazakh nation."— 
Stephen Kotkin, Princeton University

"Sarah Cameron demonstrates the relevance 
of the long-overlooked Kazakh famine to 
many bigger historical questions. The end 
result is a damning indictment of Soviet 
nation building that covers new ground 
and adds important dimensions to one of 
the epic stories of twentieth century social 
transformation."— David Brandenberger, 
University of Richmond, and author of Na-
tional Bolshevism

"The Hungry Steppe is a compelling account 
of the Kazakh famine, situating it against the 
backdrop of changing Soviet perceptions of 
the steppe’s ecology and economy. Sarah 
Cameron ably and movingly documents 
the tragic consequences of the famine for 
the Kazakh population, and is the first to 
do so in the English language."— Rebecca 
Manley, Queen's University, and author of 
award-winning To the Tashkent Station

The Hungry Steppe
Famine, Violence, and the Making of Soviet 
Kazakhstan 

Sarah Cameron

 
WINNER OF THE SOUTHERN CONFERENCE ON SLAVIC STUDIES 
BOOK AWARD, THE JOSEPH ROTHSCHILD PRIZE IN NATIONALISM 
AND ETHNIC STUDIES, THE REGINALD ZELNIK BOOK PRIZE IN 
HISTORY, AND THE BRUCE LINCOLN BOOK PRIZE
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In Republicanism, Communism, Islam, John T. Sidel provides an 
alternate vantage point for understanding the variegated forms 
and trajectories of revolution across the Philippines, Indonesia, 
and Vietnam, a perspective that is de-nationalized, internation-
alized, and transnationalized. Sidel positions this vantage point 
in relation to the long-term framing of twentieth-century revo-
lutions in much of modern Southeast Asian history, as, on the 
one hand, a nationalist template and, on the other, distinctive 
local cultures and forms of consciousness.

Sidel's comparative analysis of the Philippine, Indonesian, 
and Vietnamese revolutions shows how each—in very differ-
ent, decisive, and often surprising ways—were informed, en-
abled, and impelled by diverse cosmopolitan connections and 
international conjunctures. From the role of Freemasonry in 
the making of the Philippine revolution and the importance 
of Communism and Islam in the making of Indonesia to the 
influence that anticolonial movements in Africa and Jesuit 
teaching had on Vietnamese revolutionaries, Sidel tracks how 
these forces, rather than nationalist claims, shaped the forms 
of each revolution, the ways in which they unfolded, and the 
legacies which they left in their wakes.

John T. Sidel is the Sir Patrick Gillam Professor of Interna-
tional and Comparative Politics at the London School of Eco-
nomics and Political Science (LSE). His previous books include 
Capital, Coercion, and Crime, The Islamist Threat in Southeast 
Asia, and Riots, Pogroms, Jihad.

$39.95 hardcover | $19.95 ebook
324 pages, 6 x 9

"Republicanism, Communism, Islam is an 
original and innovative study of the dramatic 
nationalist revolutions that unfolded be-
tween the late nineteenth and mid-twentieth 
centuries in the colonial territories that even-
tually became the Philippines, Indonesia and 
Vietnam."—Peter B. Zinoman, University of 
California, Berkeley, author of The Colonial 
Bastille

"A learned and very sophisticated book. 
John T. Sidel pushes against the grain of 
the normative narrative—that nations were 
constructed by nationalism in Southeast 
Asia over the long twentieth century. Rather, 
he looks in paradoxically international di-
rections to find his muse in explaining these 
shifting currents—and in doing so, uncovers 
whole new worlds in the birthing of three 
countries. Riveting."—Eric Tagliacozzo, Cor-
nell University, editor of Producing Indonesia

Republicanism, Communism, 
Islam
Cosmopolitan Origins of Revolution in 
Southeast Asia 

 John T. Sidel
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$26.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
186 pages, 6 x 9, 11 b&w halftones, 3 maps

"Stitching the 24-Hour City is a brilliant 
ethnography that plays on humanistic 
anthropology's strength of nuanced mean-
ing making within mundane daily actions 
and experiences, while also illuminating 
seemingly disconnected scenes and compo-
nents."—Jesook Song, University of Toronto, 
author of Living on your Own

"Stitching the 24-Hour City offers an 
ethnography of temporality, affect, and 
labor focused on fast-fashion garment-in-
dustry workers clustered around Seoul's 
Dongdaemun market. The quality of the 
ethnography itself is excellent; Seo Young 
Park has clearly spent much time with 
garment workers, come to understand how 
the temporalities of their work and personal 
lives are intertwined, and it shows."—Robert 
M. Oppenheim, University of Texas, Austin, 
author of Kyongju Things

Stitching the 24-Hour City
Life, Labor, and the Problem of Speed in Seoul

Seo Young Park

Stitching the 24-Hour City reveals the intense speed of garment 
production and everyday life in Dongdaemun, a lively market in 
Seoul, South Korea. Once the site of uprisings against oppressive 
working conditions in the 1970s and 1980s, Dongdaemun has 
now become iconic for its creative economy, nightlife, fast-fash-
ion factories, and shopping plazas. Seo Young Park follows 
the work of people who witnessed and experienced the rapidly 
changing marketplace from the inside. Through this approach, 
Park examines the meanings and politics of work in one of the 
world's most vibrant and dynamic global urban marketplaces.

Park brings readers into close contact with the garment 
designers, workers, and traders who sustain the extraordinary 
speed of fast-fashion production and circulation, as well as the 
labor activists who challenge it. Attending to their narratives 
and practices of work, Park argues that speed, rather than being 
a singular drive of acceleration, is an entanglement of uneven 
paces of life, labor, the market, and the city itself.

Stitching the 24-Hour City exposes the under-studied expe-
riences with Dongdaemun fast fashion, peeling back layers of 
temporal politics of labor and urban space to record the human 
source of the speed that characterizes the never-ending move-
ment of the 24-hour city.

Seo Young Park is Associate Professor in the Department of 
Anthropology at Scripps College.
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AMbIvAlent representAtIons of the 
ArAb world In IndonesIA

Mirjam Lücking

In November 2020, one of Indonesia’s most well-
known Islamist public figures, Muhammad Rizieq Shi-
hab, returned from exile in Saudi Arabia to his home 

country, Indonesia.
As founder and leader of the Islamist group Islamic 

Defenders Front (FPI, Front Pembela Islam) Rizieq Shi-
hab has been accused of threatening Indonesia’s consti-
tutional commitment to interreligious pluralism and for 
inciting violence. Following criminal charges for spread-
ing pornographic images, Rizieq Shihab fled to Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia in 2017.

His alleged alliances with Islamist groups in Afghan-
istan, Iraq, and Syria, his ideology and appearance lead 
to claims saying that “Arab influence” shaped Rizieq Shi-
hab. Moreover, the fact that he is of Hadhrami-Arab de-
scent nourishes the perception of radical Arab-Islamic 
influence in Indonesia.

However, being Hadhrami or of any other ethnicity 
does not allow conclusions about a persons’ ideologi-
cal orientation and seminal studies on the Hadhrami 
in Southeast Asia reveal the complexities of the ethnic 
minorities’ engagement with “Arabness.” Furthermore, 
Rizieq Shihab might mobilize the masses, but many of 
his followers appear to be first and foremost attracted 
by the eventful character of his protests.

Also among ordinary Indonesians, increasingly preva-
lent Islamic religiosity in private and public life has been 
associated with outward influence and is sometimes la-
beled as “Arabization.” Even though several studies have 
shown that a turn towards more conservatism in Indone-
sia is related to domestic social and political changes, the 
popular perception of Arab influence remains. Global-
ized Islamophobia manifests as “Arab-phobia” among 
some Indonesians and international observers. Yet, at 
the same time, Arab culture and heritage, do have his-
torical and contemporary significance in Islam beyond 
a specific ideology, in particular Arabic language as the 
sacred language of the Qur’an.

In my new book Indonesians and Their Arab World, I 
show that the experiences of Indonesians who physically 
travel to Arab countries complicate these ambivalent 
representations of the Arab World even more.

The most important reason for Indonesians’ overseas 
travels is the pilgrimage to Mecca and Medina, to the 
holy land of Islam, gaining spiritual fulfillment and—

given the high expenses of the hajj—also an economic 
achievement. A sharp contrast to this is the mobility 
of women from Indonesia’s rural areas who migrate to 
the Gulf in search of higher incomes, working mainly as 
domestic workers in private homes. Reports about the 
abuse and exploitation of migrant women create a rath-
er gloomy image of the Arab World.

On the airplanes from Indonesia to the Middle East, 
labor migrants and Mecca pilgrims sit next to each oth-
er, although in many regions in Indonesia their worlds 
barely overlap in terms of social class and economic 
status.

When returning home, labor migrants and Mecca 
pilgrims seek to make sense of their experiences. Inter-
estingly, their representations of the Arab World often 
relate much more to moral values in their home con-
text rather than to actual experiences abroad. Personal 
relationships, public discourse, and matters of religious 
self-understanding guide migrants and pilgrims in be-
coming physically mobile and making their mobility 
meaningful.

The return connects migrants’ and pilgrims’ repre-
sentations of the Arab World to their home context. 
This includes references to more famous returns from 
Arabia, such as the one of Rizieq Shihab who stands for 
an image of the Arab World that works within Indone-
sia’s internal public debates. Migrants and pilgrims refer 
to such representations, affirming or neglecting them, 
to express their position within Indonesia’s religious 
landscape. Yet, these expressions and representations 
are not proof of “Arab influence” in Indonesia. They are 
rather symbolic markers of social divisions within Indo-
nesia. 

Meanwhile, Rizieq Shihab remains in police custody. 
This time, because of violating COVID-19 health pro-
tocols while holding mass gatherings in Jakarta and his 
organization, FPI, has been banned.
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Indonesians and Their Arab World
Guided Mobility among Labor Migrants and 
Mecca Pilgrims

Mirjam Lücking

SOUTHE A ST A SIA PROGR A M PUBLIC ATIONS

$28.95 paperback | $13.99 ebook 
276 pages, 6 x 9, 12 b&w halftones, 2 maps

"Mirjam Lücking has written an excellent 
and useful book. Comparing two groups of 
Indonesians that travel to the Middle East, 
Indonesians and Their Arab World proposes 
a new framework for studying mobility."—
Michael Buehler, SOAS University of 
London, author of The Politics of Shari'a Law

"Indonesians and Their Arab World is an 
excellent, interesting, and important book, 
challenging the conventional views on 

'Arabization/ arabness' in Indonesia and in 
Southeast Asia in general."—Hew Wai Weng, 
Institute of Malaysian and International 
Studies, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 
author of Chinese Ways of Being Muslim

Indonesians and Their Arab World explores the way contemporary 
Indonesians understand their relationship to the Arab world. De-
spite being home to the largest Muslim population in the world, 
Indonesia exists on the periphery of an Islamic world centered 
around the Arabian Peninsula. Mirjam Lücking approaches the 
problem of interpreting the current conservative turn in Indone-
sian Islam by considering the way personal relationships, public 
discourse, and matters of religious self-understanding guide 
two groups of Indonesians who actually travel to the Arabian 
Peninsula—labor migrants and Mecca pilgrims—in becom-
ing physically mobile and making their mobility meaningful. 
This concept, which Lücking calls "guided mobility," reveals 
that changes in Indonesian Islamic traditionsare grounded 
in domestic social constellations and calls claims of outward 
Arab influence in Indonesia into question. With three levels of 
comparison (urban and rural areas, Madura and Central Java, 
and migrants and pilgrims), this ethnographic case study fore-
grounds how different regional and socio-economic contexts 
determine Indonesians' various engagements with the Arab 
world.

Mirjam Lücking is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Martin Buber 
Society at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
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In Secession and Security, Ahsan I. Butt argues that states rather 
than separatists determine whether a secessionist struggle will 
be peaceful, violent, or genocidal. He investigates the strategies, 
ranging from negotiated concessions to large-scale repression, 
adopted by states in response to separatist movements. Vari-
ations in the external security environment, Butt argues, in-
f luenced the leaders of the Ottoman Empire to use peaceful 
concessions against Armenians in 1908 but escalated to geno-
cide against the same community in 1915; caused Israel to reject 
a Palestinian state in the 1990s; and shaped peaceful splits in 
Czechoslovakia in 1993 and the Norway-Sweden union in 1905.

Butt focuses on two main cases—Pakistani reactions to Ben-
gali and Baloch demands for independence in the 1970s and 
India's responses to secessionist movements in Kashmir, Punjab, 
and Assam in the 1980s and 1990s. Butt's deep historical ap-
proach to his subject will appeal to policymakers and observers 
interested in the last five decades of geopolitics in South Asia, 
the contemporary Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and ethno-nation-
al conflict, separatism, and nationalism more generally. 

Ahsan I. Butt is Associate Professor in the Schar School of 
Policy and Government at George Mason University.

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$19.95 paperback | $9.99 ebook
308 pages, 6 x 9,  5 b&w line drawings, 2 maps

"With judicious use of empirical evidence 
and rich case studies, Ahsan I. Butt makes 
a compelling case that states’ responses 
to secessionist movements turn to a con-
siderable degree on their external security 
environments."—S. Paul Kapur, author of 
Jihad as Grand Strategy

"The spectacular achievement of Butt's sem-
inal study is that it offers a refreshing theo-
retical explanation as to why states employ 
different strategies against separatists and, 
more importantly, it does so by presenting 
facts in an unbiased fashion. Secession and 
Security's academic rigour, in-depth analysis, 
accessibility and balanced objectivity make 
it a highly commendable contribution to 
International Relations theory and conflict 
studies. Apart from general readers, I high-
ly recommend this book to scholars and 
policy-makers engaged in understanding 
and resolving the puzzling equation of state–
separatist dynamics."—International Affairs

"Ahsan Butt makes a useful contribution by 
highlighting the international framework in 
explaining state response to secessionist 
movements but his question is very nar-
rowly defined looking at ethnic difference 
when its trajectory implicitly or explicitly is 
separatist."—Bloomsbury Pakistan

Secession and Security 
Explaining State Strategy against Separatists

Ahsan I. Butt
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Uneasy Military Encounters
The Imperial Politics of Counterinsurgency in 
Southern Thailand

Ruth Streicher

SOUTHE A ST A SIA PROGR A M PUBLIC ATIONS

$25.95 hardcover | $12.99 ebook
186 pages, 6 x 9, 9 b&w halftones

Uneasy Military Encounters presents a historically and theoret-
ically grounded political ethnography of the Thai military's 
counterinsurgency practices in the southern borderland, home 
to the greater part of the Malay-Muslim minority. Ruth Streich-
er argues that counterinsurgency practices mark the southern 
population as the racialized, religious, and gendered other of the 
Thai, which contributes to producing Thailand as an imperial 
formation: a state formation based on essentialized difference 
between the Thai and their others. 

Through a genealogical approach, Uneasy Military Encounters 
addresses broad conceptual questions of imperial politics in a 
non-Western context: How can we understand imperial policing 
in a country that was never colonized? How is "Islam" construct-
ed in a state that is officially secular and promotes Buddhist tol-
erance? What are the (historical) dynamics of imperial patriarchy 
in a context internationally known for its gender pluralism? The 
resulting ethnography excavates the imperial politics of concrete 
encounters between the military and the southern population 
in the ongoing conflict in southern Thailand.

Ruth Streicher is a postdoctoral researcher at the University 
of Heidelberg.

"Uneasy Military Encounters  is a strong, 
innovative, and valuable book. It offers 
many important contributions to the study 
of Thailand's southern insurgency.  Stre-
icher's arguments are persuasive and well 
supported. She deftly conveys the com-
plex—and often tragic—consequences of 
this conflict."— Richard A. Ruth, US Naval 
Academy, author of In Buddah's Company

"Ruth Streicher has provided an incredibly 
rich ethnography, weaving together gender, 
race, and military activities to expose dif-
ferent layers of Thai/Siamese imperialism. 
Uneasy Military Encounters is an impressive 
book that possessess exceptional merit."— 
Michael Jerryson, Youngstown State, author 
of Buddhist Fury

"In her sophisticated and refreshing book 
Ruth Streicher shows how and why impe-
rial Thailand governs the Deep South with 
methods that perpetuate the conflict they 
are intended to resolve. Counterinsurgency, 
an unconventional form of war, mobilizes 
Islam in positive terms in order to police the 
population."— Craig J. Reynolds, Australian 
National University
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Mobilizing for Development
The Modernization of Rural East Asia

Kristen E. Looney

"Mobilizing for Development challenges 
the dominant view of the East Asian state 
development model by focusing on differ-
ent strands of political culture and modes 
of politics. The focus on how institutions 
and campaigns interacted to affect rural 
development in East Asia provides a new 
theoretical understanding of the develop-
mental state and other bodies of literature 
on development."—Dr. Kate Xiao Zhou, 
University of Hawaii

"Kristen Looney's path-breaking book forces 
us to rethink the state's role in development 
strategies, the ways in which rural society 
organizes politically for economic gain, and 
how to compare East Asian newly-industri-
alizing economies.  Her explanatory mech-
anism is political campaigns, an audacious 
analytical approach that will change the 
way we understand urban bias, state-society 
relations, and developmental imperatives." 

—Andrew Mertha, Johns Hopkins University, 
author of Brothers in Arms

Mobilizing for Development tackles the question of how coun-
tries achieve rural development and offers a new way of 
thinking about East Asia's political economy that challenges 
the developmental state paradigm. Through a comparison of 
Taiwan (1950s–1970s), South Korea (1950s–1970s), and China 
(1980s–2000s), Kristen E. Looney shows that different types of 
development outcomes—improvements in agricultural produc-
tion, rural living standards, and the village environment—were 
realized to different degrees, at different times, and in different 
ways. She argues that rural modernization campaigns, defined 
as policies demanding high levels of mobilization to effect 
dramatic change, played a central role in the region and that 
divergent development outcomes can be attributed to the inter-
play between campaigns and institutions. The analysis departs 
from common portrayals of the developmental state as wholly 
technocratic and demonstrates that rural development was not 
just a byproduct of industrialization.

Looney's research is based on several years of fieldwork in 
Asia and makes a unique contribution by systematically com-
paring China's development experience with other countries. 
Relevant to political science, economic history, rural sociology, 
and Asian Studies, the book enriches our understanding of 
state-led development and agrarian change. 

Kristen Looney is Assistant Professor of Asian Studies and 
Government at Georgetown University.

 

$45.00 hardcover | $21.99 ebook
234 pages, 6 x 9, 2 b&w line drawings
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CAMpAIgn polItICs: A dIfferent 
vIew of the eAst AsIAn Model

Kristen E. Looney

In 2017, Chinese President Xi Jinping announced a 
new “rural revitalization strategy” and pledged to erad-
icate extreme poverty by 2020. While the intention of 

the policy is laudable, for tens of millions of families, it 
has meant giving up their homes, farmland, and village 
communities, and moving into mass housing complexes 
built on the outskirts of unfamiliar cities and towns. It has 
also meant ceding control over agricultural production 
to large-scale “dragon head enterprises” and adapting 
to new forms of employment and welfare.

China’s latest drive to modernize the countryside 
has been top-down, state-led, and implemented at a 
dizzying pace, qualities which should come as no sur-
prise to anyone familiar with the Chinese Communist 
Party. Since the 1920s, the CCP has launched hundreds 
of mobilization campaigns to transform society and ac-
complish state goals, usually with mixed but dramatic re-
sults. The recent “war on poverty” reflects that historical 
legacy. But it is also part of something bigger: a long 
tradition in the region of state-sponsored development 
campaigns, dating back to Meiji-era Japan.

When I started researching my book ten years ago, 
China was in the midst of another development cam-
paign to “build a new socialist countryside.” The Hu 
Jintao administration’s resurrection of that slogan, which 
first gained prominence in the 1950s, imbued the cam-
paign with a revolutionary quality. The shadow of Mao-
ism could also be seen in the use of propaganda, cadre 
works teams, and villager mobilization. Yet, for most 
local officials charged with implementation, their key 
frame of reference was not Maoist China, but Japan, 
Taiwan, and South Korea.

Despite increased rhetoric about a Chinese develop-
ment model or “Beijing Consensus,” China still sees itself 
as a developing country faced with enormous socioeco-
nomic challenges: a huge rural-urban wealth gap, equal-
ly significant intra-rural disparities, and poverty linked 
to subsistence agriculture. And just as early reformers 
looked to China’s neighbors for clues about how to in-
troduce markets and build institutions, the “East Asian 
model” continues to inform Chinese leaders’ views of 
development and of the countryside in particular.

In Mobilizing for Development, I argue that cam-
paigns—defined as policies demanding high levels of 
mobilization to effect dramatic change—have played a 

central role in East Asia’s rural transformation. Through 
a structured comparison of cases, I further show that 
divergent development outcomes can be attributed to 
the interplay between campaigns and institutions.

Many of the region’s campaigns occurred at the 
later stages of industrialization in order to remedy the 
problems of inequality, poverty, and agriculture’s relative 
decline. They were carried out under the banners of 
“local improvement” and “rural revitalization” in Japan, 
“community development” in Taiwan, and building “new 
villages” in South Korea.

Similar to China, these countries’ campaigns had a 
profound impact on rural life. However, Western schol-
arship on the region’s political economy has overlooked 
them almost entirely. Instead, it has focused on explain-
ing industrial development and bureaucratic capacity. 
Campaigns, with their disruptive and ideological ten-
dencies, simply do not accord with the image of skilled 
technocrats making smart economic policy decisions.

The fact that campaigns often fail is another reason 
they have been ignored, although in East Asia they 
have sometimes contributed positively to development, 
bringing paved roads, electricity, clean water, and safe 
housing to poor and isolated communities. My research 
challenges extreme views of campaigns (as inherently 
disastrous) and invites readers to consider how their 
outcomes are shaped by different political-institutional 
contexts.

Mobilized participation, though contrary to liberal 
democratic principles, is fundamental to politics and 
policy implementation in much of the world. Fifty years 
ago, South Korea launched its own “great leap forward,” 
as Park Chung-hee so called the New Village Move-
ment. That campaign is still widely regarded as a major 
national achievement. In China, the tradition of rural 
modernization campaigns lives on, as does the use of 
campaigns for policy enforcement, ideological work, an-
ti-corruption, and crisis management.

East Asian states’ propensity for mobilization can 
even be seen in recent efforts to contain the coronavirus 
pandemic. Whereas news reports tend to present Chi-
na’s more authoritarian approach as different from its 
democratic neighbors, one implication of my research is 
that the similarities may in fact outweigh the differences.
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Immigrant Japan?  Sounds like a contradiction, but as Gracia 
Liu-Farrer shows, millions of immigrants make their lives in 
Japan, dealing with the tensions between belonging and not 
belonging in this ethno-nationalist country. Why do people want 
to come to Japan? Where do immigrants with various resources 
and demographic profiles fit in the economic landscape? How 
do immigrants narrate belonging in an environment where they 
are "other" at a time when mobility is increasingly easy and 
belonging increasingly complex?

Gracia Liu-Farrer illuminates the lives of these immigrants 
by bringing in sociological, geographical, and psychological the-
ories—guiding the reader through life trajectories of migrants 
of diverse backgrounds while also going so far as to suggest that 
Japan is already an immigrant country.

Gracia Liu-Farrer is Professor of Sociology at the Graduate 
School of Asia-Pacific Studies, and Director of Institute of Asian 
Migrations, Waseda University, Japan. She is the author of Labor 
Migration from China to Japan and coeditor of the Routledge 
Handbook of Asian Migrations.

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 ebook
276 pages, 6 x 9, 3 charts

"Immigrant Japan is a welcome addition to a 
growing body of scholarship on global mi-
gration. The personal narratives presented 
are vibrant and the analysis is nuanced and 
insightful."—Ryoko Yamamoto, SUNY Old 
Westbury, Sociology Department

"Liu-Farrer's interpretive analysis of the 
voices of migrants and immigrants provides 
a distinctive perspective on the relationship 
between migration and belonging in Japan. 
It reveals how these subjects engage Japa-
nese society and policies to create a space 
for themselves as immigrants."—Deborah 
Milly, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University, author of New Policies for 
New Residents

"Twenty years of case studies—combined 
with rigorous and theoretically informed 
argument—mean that Immigrant Japan 
more than lives up to its provocative title. 
It should hit on the head, once and for all, 
the simplistic assumption that Japan is a 
country that is incapable of incorporating 
immigrants."—Roger Goodman, University 
of Oxford

Immigrant Japan
Mobility and Belonging in an Ethno-
nationalist Society

Gracia Liu-Farrer
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The Saigon Sisters
Privileged Women in the Resistance 

Patricia D. Norland

NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY PRESS 
NIU SOUTHEAST ASIAN SERIES

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 ebook
280 pages, 6 x 9, 15 b&w halftones

The Saigon Sisters offers the narratives of a group of privileged 
women who were immersed in a French lycée and later rebelled 
and fought for independence, starting with France's occupation 
of Vietnam and continuing through US involvement and life 
after war ends in 1975.

Tracing the lives of nine women, The Saigon Sisters reveals 
these women's stories as they forsook safety and comfort to 
struggle for independence, and describes how they adapted 
to life in the jungle, whether facing bombing raids, malaria, 
deadly snakes, or other trials. How did they juggle double lives 
working for the resistance in Saigon? How could they endure 
having to rely on family members to raise their own children? 
Why, after being sent to study abroad by anxious parents, did 
several women choose to return to serve their country? How 
could they bear open-ended separation from their husbands? 
How did they cope with sending their children to villages to 
escape the bombings of Hanoi? In spite of the maelstrom of 
war, how did they forge careers? And how, in spite of dislocation 
and distrust following the end of the war in 1975, did these 
women find each other and rekindle their friendships? Patricia 
D. Norland answers these questions and more in this powerful 
and personal approach to history. 

Patricia D. Norland most recently worked as a public di-
plomacy officer within the US Department of State. She is the 
translator of Beyond the Horizon and the author of Vietnam in 
the Children of the World series.

"Norland's remarkable book pulls back the 
veil on a little understood facet of the Viet-
nam war: young women from an elite French 
school driven to join the resistance first 
against France and then the United States. 
Through sensitive interviews she teases out 
the motives of city girls from well-heeled 
families heading to the jungles where they 
endured bombing raids, malaria, deprivation 
and the ache of leaving their children and 
parents behind."—Murray Hiebert, Center 
for Strategic and International Studies, au-
thor of Under Beijing's Shadow: Southeast 
Asia's China Challenge

"The Saigon Sisters is a rare glimpse into the 
experience of young women during the Viet-
namese Revolution, the Vietnam War, and 
communist Vietnam. Beautifully written, this 
book is a valuable contribution to women's 
history, as well as twentieth century Viet-
namese history."—Christina Firpo, California 
Polytechnic State University
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vIetnAMese woMen, prIvIlege, And 
persIstenCe
Patricia D. Norland

The Saigon Sisters: Privileged Women in the Re-
sistance shares the stories and voices of nine 
women who believed in a cause larger than 

themselves and endured extreme trials on its behalf. 
These French-educated Vietnamese women describe 
why and how they chose to reject control of their coun-
try, first by the French, then by the Americans. Few 
books are by Vietnamese whose lives span the period 
from colonialism to today; fewer still share the voices of 
Vietnamese women.

The idea for this book was sparked in 1988 during my 
visit to Saigon with a non-profit that—absent govern-
ment ties between the United States and Vietnam—or-
ganized some of the first post-war people-to-people 
exchanges. After a briefing with Oanh, a social worker, 
I asked where she went to school. Her answer took me 
aback: “Lycée Marie Curie.” Why did Oanh, a daugh-
ter of privilege who had the good fortune in the 1940s 
to study in Saigon’s premier school for girls, stay in that 
contested place when so many who had a choice left?

“A small group of friends from lycée still live here,” 
Oanh added. “Would you like to meet them?”

So began a long journey to this oral-history based 
book. Interviews with the women and their families and 
friends fill thirty Maxell cassettes that I transcribed and 
translated. While interviewing the Saigon Sisters, I often 
returned to my rented room to collapse. What they en-
dured seemed superhuman. Life in the jungle, escaping 
French bombing runs and coping with snakes, leeches, 
and “waves” of black mosquitoes. Leading a double life 
in Saigon. Working in Hanoi during US bombing cam-
paigns, sending children to village schools, and bicycling 
forty kilometers to visit. This and more… despite the op-
tion of a comfortable life abroad? They chose the path 
far less taken, and far more dangerous. Why?

Especially at the beginning, it was uncomfortable for 
the women to open up about their lives; several remind-
ed me that while they suffered, at least they lived to see 
peace. Yet we forged a bond and continued to meet, 
exchange letters, and email across three decades. I am 
honored and excited to share these stories that, I be-
lieve, can inspire hope of giving women greater voice 
and of promoting understanding between countries. 
They also resonate simply as expressions of courage 
and endurance.

Living in villas and attending the premier school for 
French and “indigenous” girls, the Sisters chafe under 
the arrogance and cruelty of French colonial rule. Thanh 
expresses the atmosphere:

“Father told us about our ancestors and about his 
love for the country. He spoke with emotion about the 
students he supported, the ones whose patriotic and 
revolutionary songs we memorized starting when we 
were ten years old. We grew up in the revolutionary am-
biance. It was completely natural.”

Thanh and her friends initiate an association of patri-
otic students:

“We passed around its statutes, articles one, two, 
three… We started our own clandestine journal, Cuu 
Nuoc, Save the Country.”

The young women fuel their patriotism in many 
ways—by attending theatrical performances that evoke 
ancestors who died for the homeland; creating leaflets 
calling for independence; and taking pride in studying 
Vietnamese literature. They also join protests, including 
against the visit of two US warships in 1950. While many 
classmates are shuttled abroad to dodge the gathering 
storm of revolution, each Sister finds a way to rebel 
against the French.

Tuyen, fourth from left, marches in a demonstration 
with Mme Ourgaud, the lycée professor of French, who 
defends students protesting the French administration. 
Trang stands at right, Le An next to her in glasses. On 
January 9, 1950, a huge march took place against the 
French killing of the student Tran Van On. The sisters 
cite the march as a key event spurring them to act 
against the French. Courtesy of Le An.

Surviving the Americans
After the 1954 Geneva Accords, some Sisters go to 

Hanoi; others conduct double lives in Saigon. Thanh re-
calls that living in Hanoi meant sending one’s children to 
villages to avoid US bombing:

“I sent our children to the countryside, where each 
family in a village took in two or three students from 
classes that had to evacuate. Students wore thickly wo-
ven straw helmets and coats for protection; peasants 
stitched and braided the straw tightly to avoid tiny piec-
es breaking off during bomb explosions.”

Le An joins a military artistic troupe that splits each 
year between performing for soldiers in Hanoi and at 
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battle sites:
“Our troupe climbed a mountain to perform for a 

handful of soldiers… All soldiers needed to be served. 
It was said if you went up this particular mountain, you 
had little hope of coming down because of the intense 
bombing. My troupe divided into small groups to climb. 
A troupe stationed close to this mountain had been 
killed in a bombing. It was a matter of chance.”

In Saigon, Trang works as an agent, asking sibling 
Minh and her parents to care for her daughter:

“I remained high on the list of suspected resistance 
agents, and the next time I was arrested, they put me 
through starvation, solitary confinement, and interro-
gations that ended with a hail of baton lashes that left 
fist-sized purple welts. After months of living with my 
parents and Minh, my daughter began to think of them 
as her parents..

Oanh returns to Saigon with a US degree in social 
work. She witnesses the cruelty of Diem and the folly 
of his American backers. She becomes politicized while 
trying to heal wounds of war:

“Many of us came to realize just how much human-
itarian aid is like neocolonialism and concluded there 
could be no development without liberation first. Be-
sides government circles, social welfare activities were 
the most fertile ground for corruption. Especially fertile 
were projects related to refugees and child welfare… Too 
much money was available… So-called humanitarian aid 
was really military and economic support to fight Com-
munists.”

Reuniting and reflecting on life remains difficult after 
the war’s end. Yet, as Lien An says, “After all, we did have 
peace.” Reuniting in 1981, the Saigon Sisters rekindle 
their friendship and, together, describe twentieth-cen-
tury Vietnam through a rare lens: women of privilege 
who rebel—and endure.
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The recent inf lux of Syrian refugees into Jordan and Lebanon 
has stimulated domestic political action against these countries' 
governments. This is the dramatic argument at the heart of 
Anne Marie Baylouny's When Blame Backfires.

Baylouny examines the effects on Jordan and Lebanon of 
hosting huge numbers of Syrian refugees. How has the popu-
lace reacted to the real and perceived negative effects of the ref-
ugees? In thought-provoking analysis, Baylouny shows how the 
demographic changes that result from mass immigration put 
stress on existing problems in these two countries, worsening 
them to the point of affecting daily lives. One might expect that, 
as a result, refugees and minorities would become the focus of 
citizen anger. But as When Blame Backfires demonstrates, this 
is not always the case.

What Baylouny exposes, instead, is that many of the problems 
that might be associated with refugees are in fact endemic to the 
normal routine of citizens' lives. The refugee crisis exacerbated 
an already dire situation rather than created it, and Jordanians 
and Lebanese started to protest not only against the presence of 
refugees but against the incompetence and corruption of their 
own governments as well.

From small-scale protests about goods and public services, 
citizens progressed to organized and formal national move-
ments calling for economic change and rights to public services 
not previously provided. This dramatic shift in protest and po-
litical discontent was, Baylouny shows, the direct result of the 
arrival of Syrian refugees. 

Anne Marie Baylouny is Associate Professor in the National 
Security Affairs Department at the Naval Postgraduate School. 
She is author of Privatizing Welfare in the Middle East. Follow 
her on Twitter @ambaylouny.

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 ebook
264 pages, 6 x 9

"When Blame Backfires makes a significant 
contribution to literature on the comparative 
politics of the Middle East. The argument 
that Baylouny advances is important—her 
focus on local responses to refugees in 
Lebanon and Jordan is timely and signifi-
cant."—Steven Heydemann, Smith College, 
editor of War Institutions and Social Change 
in the Middle East

"I am extremely impressed with the nuance, 
detail, and substantial original material in 
When Blame Backfires. It makes a signifi-
cant contribution empirically and provides 
a compelling theoretical framework for 
understanding the material."—Jillian 
Schwedler, Hunter College, author of Faith 
in Moderation

When Blame Backfires
Syrian Refugees and Citizen Grievances in 
Jordan and Lebanon

Anne Marie Baylouny
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the CrIsIs In gAzA: A long(er) 
storY…

Somdeep Sen

In 2013, while crossing the Rafah Border Crossing 
between Egypt and the Gaza Strip, a Palestinian fel-
low-traveler had remarked, “You see here. They treat 

Palestinians like cattle”. He was of course referring to 
the abhorrent treatment of Palestinians by Egyptian 
border security personnel. At the time, Gaza had been 
under a blockade imposed by Israel and Egypt for six 
years and the border crossing had become a symbol 
of the devastating sociopolitical, economic and human 
consequences of a siege by land, air, and sea. Only a 
year prior to my visit, the United Nations had also pub-
lished a report (“Gaza in 2020: A liveable place?”) that 
concluded that a persistent siege would ensure that the 
Gaza Strip would become uninhabitable by 2020.  It is 
therefore not surprising that the COVID-19 pandemic 
has triggered a public health crisis.

In fact, sounding the alarm during a phone interview 
back in May, a Gaza-based doctor had said, “We have 
medical staff who are working on half the salary because 
the Palestinian government cannot pay. We don’t have 
enough beds, medicines, or ventilators to fight this [pan-
demic]. We live in a high population density place where 
disease can spread, and we have a very poor population 
that cannot pay for health care. Because of all these 
problems, I am scared every day to come to work. We 
were already weak and COVID-19 made the situation 
even worse.”

But the current uptick in infections also confirms that 
the pandemic has only exaggerated the nexus of power/
privilege/crisis/suffering that existed before its onset. In 
Gaza, this means that what the Palestinian enclave is 
facing today is part of a much longer story of the Pales-
tinian liberation struggle. 

As I argue in Decolonizing Palestine, Gaza was acute-
ly affected by the violent establishment of the State of 
Israel in 1948. Of the 750,000 Palestinians expelled from 
their homeland, 250,000 made their way to the Gaza 
Strip. As a result, refugees were now the majority of the 
population. In the following decades, little was done to 
meet the socio-economic needs of the Palestinian ref-
ugees in Gaza. On the contrary, the enclave witnessed 
the steady de-development of its economic base under 
Egyptian and—after the Six Day War of 1967—direct Is-
raeli rule.

Alongside a history of economic deprivation, the per-
sistence of Israel’s settler colonial rule and denial of the 
Palestinian right to sovereign statehood, strengthened 
the resolve of the broader Palestinian liberation strug-
gle. But it was in Gaza that early Palestinian liberation 
organizations found a home, as the Palestinian enclave 
was the training ground for several prominent resistance 
leaders and the place where Palestinian popular upris-
ings (like the First Intifada) took root.

It was then in view of this positionality in the wider 
politics of Israel-Palestine that Edward Said once de-
clared Gaza to be the “essential core” of the Palestinian 
struggle—an impoverished place inhabited by the exiled 
who are intransigent in their anti-colonial spirit and for 
whom Israeli politicians have nothing but contempt.

So, when the Palestinian Islamist faction Hamas unex-
pectedly won the 2006 Palestinian Legislative Council 
elections, subsequently refused to renounce its armed 
struggle and, preempting a Fatah-led coup, took com-
plete control of the Gaza Strip, it is this contempt that 
led Israel to impose an immediate, crippling blockade 
over the enclave. The blockade, considered unlawful un-
der international law, has persisted as a means of pun-
ishing Gazans for their anti-colonial intransigence. And, 
as predicted by the UN, this has led to immense levels 
of political, economic, and infrastructural degradation—
coupled with the material destruction from Israel’s ritual 
military campaigns against Gaza—making it all but un-
inhabitable today. Of course, the onset of the pandemic 
has meant that the crisis is all the more severe. But this 
is only the latest chapter in a longer story of Gaza’s role 
(and suffering) as part of the broader Palestinian quest 
for liberation. 
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Decolonizing Palestine
Hamas between the Anticolonial and the 
Postcolonial

Somdeep Sen

$25.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
186 pages, 6 x 9, 12 b&w halftones

In Decolonizing Palestine, Somdeep Sen rejects the notion that 
liberation from colonialization exists as a singular moment in 
history when the colonizer is ousted by the colonized. Instead, 
he considers the case of the Palestinian struggle for liberation 
from its settler colonial condition as a complex psychological and 
empirical mix of the colonial and the postcolonial. Specifically, 
he examines the two seemingly contradictory, yet coexistent, an-
ticolonial and postcolonial modes of politics adopted by Hamas 
following the organization's unexpected victory in the 2006 
Palestinian Legislative Council election. 

Despite the expectations of experts, Hamas has persisted as 
both an armed resistance to Israeli settler colonial rule and as 
a governing body. Based on ethnographic material collected in 
the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Israel, and Egypt, Decolonizing 
Palestine argues that the puzzle Hamas presents is not rooted 
in predicting the timing or process of its abandonment of either 
role. The challenge instead lies in explaining how and why it 
maintains both, and what this implies for the study of liberation 
movements and postcolonial studies more generally.

Somdeep Sen is Associate Professor at Roskilde University. 
He is coauthor of The Palestinian Authority in the West Bank. 
Follow him on Twitter @ssen03.

"Combining valuable on-the-ground detail 
with deep analytical insight, Decolonizing 
Palestine is a welcome contribution to dis-
cussions of the ongoing Palestinian struggle 
for liberation from colonial domination."— 
John Collins, St. Lawrence University, author 
of Global Palestine

"Based on original ethnographic material, De-
colonizing Palestine makes a path-breaking 
contribution to postcolonial studies as well as 
studies of Palestinian politics, arguing that 
the moment of anticolonial liberation is not 
a rupture, but rather, the anticolonial and the 
postcolonial coexist in an ongoing struggle 
for recognition, justice and sovereignty."— 
Nicola Pratt, University of Warwick, author 
of Embodying Geopolitics
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"Polymaths of Islam is exceptional—Pickett's 
authorial style is clear, accessible, and 
even humorous. Opening up new ways of 
thinking about Central Asian social history, 
Pickett skillfully constructs a scholarly, 
nuanced, and highly original study of the 
Bukharan Muslim intellectual class during 
the long nineteenth century."—Scott Levi, 
Ohio State University, author of The Rise 
and Fall of Khoqand

"Breaking significant ground and passion-
ately argued, Polymaths of Islam is a work 
of meticulous scholarship that provides 
a detailed history of Bukhara and a new 
perspective on large-scale developments 
in the eastern Islamic world. Pickett deftly 
places his book at the heart of key debates 
in Islamic intellectual and cultural history." 

—Azfar Moin, University of Texas at Austin, 
author of The Millennial Sovereign

Polymaths of Islam
Power and Networks of Knowledge in Central 
Asia

James Pickett

Polymaths of Islam analyzes the social and intellectual power of 
religious leaders who created a shared culture that integrated 
Central Asia, Iran, and India from the mid-eighteenth century 
through the early twentieth.

James Pickett demonstrates that Islamic scholars were si-
multaneously mystics and administrators, judges and occult-
ists, physicians and poets. This integrated understanding of the 
world of Islamic scholarship unlocks a different way of thinking 
about transregional exchange networks. Pickett reveals a Per-
sian-language cultural sphere that transcended state boundaries 
and integrated a spectacularly vibrant Eurasia that is invisible 
from published sources alone.

Through a high cultural complex that he terms the "Persian 
cosmopolis" or "Persianate sphere," Pickett argues that an inter-
section of diverse disciplines shaped geographical trajectories 
across and between political states. In Polymaths of Islam he 
paints a comprehensive, colorful, and often contradictory por-
trait of mosque and state in the age of empire. 

James Pickett is Assistant Professor of Eurasian History at 
the University of Pittsburgh.
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"Drawing on a rich array of novel data, Sa-
rosh Kuruvilla presents a comprehensive 
analysis of the limitations of private labour 
governance in garment supply chains. This 
excellent book will be invaluable for scholars, 
students and practitioners of Corporate So-
cial Responsibility and industrial relations 
in global supply chains."—Sarah Ashwin, 
London School of Economics, author of 
Adapting to Russia's New Labour Market

Private Regulation of Labor 
Standards in Global Supply Chains
Problems, Progress, and Prospects

Sarosh kuruvilla

Private Regulation of Labor Standards in Global Supply Chains 
examines the effectiveness of corporate social responsibility on 
improving labor standards in global supply chains.

Sarosh Kuruvilla charts the development and effectiveness of 
corporate codes of conduct to ameliorate "sweatshop" conditions 
in global supply chains. This form of private voluntary regula-
tion, spearheaded by Nike and Reebok, became necessary given 
the inability of third world countries to enforce their own laws 
and the absence of a global regulatory system for labor standards. 
Although private regulation programs have been adopted by 
other companies in many different industries, we know relative-
ly little regarding the effectiveness of these programs because 
companies don't disclose information about their efforts and 
outcomes in regulating labor conditions in their supply chains.

Private Regulation of Labor Standards in Global Supply Chains 
presents data from companies, multi-stakeholder institutions, 
and auditing firms in a comprehensive, investigative dive into 
the world of private voluntary regulation of labor conditions. The 
picture he paints is wholistic and raw, but it considers several 
ways in which this private voluntary system can be improved to 
improve the lives of workers in global supply chains. 

Sarosh Kuruvilla is the Andrew J. Nathanson Family Pro-
fessor of Industrial Relations, Asian Studies, and Public Affairs 
at Cornell University. He is co-editor of From Iron Rice Bowl to 
Informalization.
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Putin’s Labor Dilemma
Russian Politics between Stability and 
Stagnation

Stephen Crowley

$29.95 paperback | $14.99 ebook
300 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w halftones, 13 charts

In Putin's Labor Dilemma, Stephen Crowley investigates how the 
fear of labor protest has inhibited substantial economic trans-
formation in Russia. Putin boasts he has the backing of workers 
in the country's industrial heartland, but as economic growth 
slows in Russia, reviving the economy will require restructuring 
the country's industrial landscape. At the same time, doing so 
threatens to generate protest and instability from a key regime 
constituency. However, continuing to prop up Russia's Soviet-era 
workplaces, writes Crowley, could lead to declining wages and 
economic stagnation, threatening protest and instability. 

Crowley explores the dynamics of a Russian labor market 
that generally avoids mass unemployment, the potentially 
explosive role of Russia's monotowns, conflicts generated by 
massive downsizing in "Russia's Detroit" (Tol'yatti), and the 
rapid politicization of the truck drivers movement. 

Labor protests currently show little sign of threatening Pu-
tin's hold on power, but the manner in which they are being 
conducted point to substantial chronic problems that will be 
difficult to resolve. Putin's Labor Dilemma demonstrates that 
the Russian economy must either find new sources of economic 
growth or face stagnation. Either scenario—market reforms or 
economic stagnation—raises the possibility, even probability, of 
destabilizing social unrest. 

Stephen Crowley is Professor and Chair of the Department 
of Politics, Oberlin College, and author of Hot Coal, Cold Steel.

"In Putin's Labor Dilemma, Stephen Crowley 
explores the overlooked and misunderstood 
relationship between Russia's political elite 
and the still-significant mass of working-class 
people. It is about so much more than just 
labor politics, and is a highly polished, mas-
terly written, and broad ranging work of the 
highest quality."— Jeremy Morris, Aarhus 
University, author of Everyday Postsocialism

"Stephen Crowley is a most reliable guide 
to understanding what is going on beneath 
Russia's surface of labor stability. Deftly 
drawing on his expertise in labor history as 
well as his acumen as a political scientist, he 
demonstrates that Putin's labor dilemma 
stems from legacies of the Soviet past as 
well as the oligarchic nature of Russian cap-
italism."— Lewis Siegelbaum, Michigan State 
University, author of Stuck on Communism
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the jApAnese eConoMY: before And 
After CovId-19

Saori Shibata

The COVID-19 crisis will inevitably have a mas-
sive impact on the global economy. As part of 
this, the Japanese economy is predicted to ex-

perience a recession which will likely have a significant 
negative effect on labor in Japan. It was in the midst of 
the 2008 Great Recession that I began the research into 
the Japanese political economy and the labor move-
ment that is now contained in this new book, Contesting 
Precarity in Japan: The Rise of Nonregular Workers and 
the New Policy Dissensus. The 2008 crisis saw a large 
number of workers lose their jobs across Japan, with 
many not only losing their jobs but also their homes.

Now, in the light of this new COVID-19 crisis, we 
have already begun to hear another round of news 
across Japan, highlighting job losses and the cancella-
tion of new hiring by firms. It is in this conjuncture that 
Contesting Precarity in Japan will provide insights for 
those seeking to understand both how economic crises 
have affected Japanese workers in the past and how 
those workers were able to respond to the changed 
conditions in which they found themselves. As such, 
the book provides a perspective through which to view 
the present crisis, to consider how the COVID-19 cri-
sis might be expected to change the nature of work in 
Japan, and the responses that workers, politicians, and 
business leaders might adopt.

As Contesting Precarity in Japan shows, Japan’s 
economy has been transformed over the past three de-
cades, including the emergence of new forms of grass-
roots protest and opposition. This has had an important 
impact on Japan’s policymaking process. As a result, the 
contemporary Japanese economy is marked by new 
forms of worker-led protest, which in turn created un-
foreseen problems for Japan’s economy and economic 
policymakers, including those faced by the package of 
economic reforms referred to as ‘Abenomics’.

Since 1990, the Japanese economy has struggled to 
recover from a major economic and financial bubble. 
The economy has rapidly shifted away from its unique 
pattern of lifetime employment and a famously loyal 
workforce. Casual employment now represents over 40 
percent of the labor market. But this has also resulted 
in more frequent and more innovative forms of protest 
and dissent—witnessing the creation of a new and vi-
brant precarious labour movement.

Contesting Precarity in Japan draws on a new dataset 
charting protest events from the 1980s to the present. It 
produces the first systematic study of Japan’s new pre-
carious labour movement and details the movement’s 
rise throughout the post-bubble economic transforma-
tion. In doing so, it shows how this new pattern of indus-
trial and social tension is reflected within the country’s 
macroeconomic policymaking, resulting in a new policy 
dissensus that has consistently failed to offer policy re-
forms that would produce a return to economic growth.

As we turn now, with the onset of the COVID-19 cri-
sis, to a new episode in the turbulent history of Japan’s 
political economy, Contesting Precarity in Japan pro-
vides an important insight into the changing nature of 
Japan’s economy and the new role of non-regular work-
ers in contesting, and changing, those developments.
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"Contesting Precarity arrives at a critical con-
juncture in which a large and an expanding 
swath of the labor force occupy precarious 
positions. Applying a fresh point of view, 
any courses on industrial relations and labor 
movements should require this book."—Hei-
di Gottfried, Wayne State University, author 
of The Reproductive Bargain

"Shibata develops a clear and theoretically 
elaborated argument that is backed up 
with well-done empirical analyses of new 
empirical material. Contesting Precarity 
provides an innovative contribution to the 
literature."—David Chiavacci, University 
of Zurich, co-author of Social Inequality in 
Post-Growth Japan

Contesting Precarity in Japan
The Rise of Nonregular Workers and the New 
Policy Dissensus

Saori Shibata

Contesting Precarity in Japan details the new forms of workers' 
protest and opposition that have developed as Japan's economy 
has transformed over the past three decades and highlights their 
impact upon the country's policymaking process.

Drawing on a new dataset charting protest events from the 
1980s to the present, Saori Shibata produces the first systematic 
study of Japan's new precarious labour movement. It details 
the movement's rise during Japan's post-bubble economic 
transformation and highlights the different and innovative 
forms of dissent that mark the end of the country's famously 
non-confrontational industrial relations. In doing so, moreover, 
she shows how this new pattern of industrial and social tension 
is reflected within the country's macroeconomic policymaking, 
resulting in a new policy dissensus that has consistently failed 
to offer policy reforms that would produce a return to economic 
growth. As a result, Shibata argues that the Japanese model 
of capitalism has therefore become increasingly disorganized. 

Saori Shibata is Assistant Professor at Leiden University.
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The Laziness Myth
Narratives of Work and the Good Life in South 
Africa

Christine Jeske

"With evidence of extensive fieldwork, re-
search and reflection, Christine Jeske shows 
how variously situated individuals relate work 
to the good life, the challenges some face in 
attaining it through work, and how they find 
the good life anyway. She excels at storytell-
ing, setting vivid scenes that keep her book 
lively and relatable."— James Chamberlain, 
Mississippi State University, author of Un-
doing Work, Rethinking Community

"This engaging, nuanced, and thought-pro-
voking book does an excellent job introduc-
ing complex concepts in clear, accessible 
ways. Christine Jeske makes a persuasive 
case about the ways in which hard work is 
not working for South African youth (and 
others). A pleasure to read."— Carrie Lane, 
California State University, Fullerton, author 
of A Company of One

ILR PRESS

$26.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
246 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w halftones, 2 b&w line drawings

When people cannot find good work, can they still find good 
lives? By investigating this question in the context of South 
Africa, where only 43 percent of adults are employed, Christine 
Jeske invites readers to examine their own assumptions about 
how work and the good life do or do not coincide. The Laziness 
Myth challenges the widespread premise that hard work deter-
mines success by tracing the titular "laziness myth," a persistent 
narrative that disguises the systems and structures that produce 
inequalities while blaming unemployment and other social ills 
on the so-called laziness of particular class, racial, and ethnic 
groups. 

Jeske offers evidence of the laziness myth's harsh conse-
quences, as well as insights into how to challenge it with other 
South African narratives of a good life. In contexts as diverse as 
rapping in a library, manufacturing leather shoes, weed-whack-
ing neighbors' yards, negotiating marriage plans, and sharing 
water taps, the people described in this book will stimulate dis-
cussion on creative possibilities for seeking the good life in and 
out of employment, in South Africa and elsewhere. 

Christine Jeske is Associate Professor of Anthropology at 
Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois. She is the author of Into 
the Mud and coauthor of This Ordinary Adventure.
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CORNELL SERIES ON LAND: NEW PERSPECTIVES ON TERRITORY, DEVELOPMENT, 

AND ENVIRONMENT

$34.95 paperback | $16.99 ebook
342 pages, 6 x 9, 11 b&w halftones, 4 maps, 1 graph

"Land Fictions not only speaks to and builds 
from existing literature, but also offers orig-
inal theoretical and empirical contributions 
to the exciting interdisciplinary literatures on 
the political economy of land."—Thomas F. 
Purcell, King's College London, coauthor of 
The Limits to Capital in Spain

"Land Fictions brilliantly stands alone in the 
literature on the growing global phenome-
non of land commodification. Delightfully 
written, Ghertner and Lake's volume main-
tains a deep theoretical edge, which makes it 
a necessary contribution to the field."—Pier-
giorgio Di Giminiani, Pontificia Universidad 
Católica de Chile, author of Sentient Lands

Land Fictions
The Commodification of Land in City and 
Country

Edited By D. Asher Ghertner And Robert W. 
Lake

Land Fictions explores the common storylines, narratives, and 
tales of social betterment that justify and enact land as com-
modity. It interrogates global patterns of property formation, the 
dispossessions property markets enact, and the popular move-
ments to halt the growing waves of evictions and land grabs.

This collection brings together original research on urban, 
rural, and peri-urban India; rapidly urbanizing China and 
Southeast Asia; resource expropriation in Africa and Latin 
America; and the neoliberal urban landscapes of North America 
and Europe. Through a variety of perspectives, Land Fictions 
finds resonances between local stories of land's fictional powers 
and global visions of landed property's imagined power to auto-
matically create value and advance national development.

Editors D. Asher Ghertner and Robert W. Lake unpack the 
dynamics of land commodification across a broad range of 
political, spatial, and temporal settings, exposing its simulta-
neously contingent and collective nature. The essays advance 
understanding of the politics of land while also contributing to 
current debates on the intersections of local and global, urban 
and rural, and general and particular. 

D. Asher Ghertner is Associate Professor in the Department 
of Geography at Rutgers University. He is author of Rule by Aes-
thetics: World-Class City Making in Delhi.

Robert W. Lake is Professor Emeritus in the Edward J. Bloust-
ein School of Planning and Public Policy at Rutgers University. 
He is co-editor of The Power of Pragmatism.
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In 2012, Cambodia—an epicenter of violent land grabbing—
announced a bold new initiative to develop land redistribution 
efforts inside agribusiness concessions. Alice Beban's Unwritten 
Rule focuses on this land reform to understand the larger nature 
of democracy in Cambodia.

Beban contends that the national land-titling program, the 
so-called leopard skin land reform, was first and foremost a 
political campaign orchestrated by the world's longest-serving 
prime minister, Hun Sen. The reform aimed to secure the loyal-
ty of rural voters, produce "modern" farmers, and wrest control 
over land distribution from local officials. Through ambiguous 
legal directives and unwritten rules guiding the allocation of 
land, the government fostered uncertainty and fear within local 
communities. Unwritten Rule gives pause both to celebratory 
claims that land reform will enable land tenure security, and 
to critical claims that land reform will enmesh rural people 
more tightly in state bureaucracies and create a fiscally legible 
landscape. Instead, Beban argues that the extension of formal 
property rights strengthened the very patronage-based politics 
that Western development agencies hope to subvert. 

Alice Beban  is Senior Lecturer of Sociology at Massey 
University.

CORNELL SERIES ON LAND: NEW PERSPECTIVES ON TERRITORY, DEVELOPMENT, 

AND ENVIRONMENT

$29.95 paperback | $14.99 ebook
258 pages, 6 x 9, 9 b&w halftones, 3 maps, 3 graphs

"Alice Beban uses extensive and rigorous 
fieldwork carried out under challenging 
conditions to make compelling, conceptually 
rich and nuanced claims about land relations 
and land titling in contemporary Cambodia. 
This is a remarkable book."—Derek Hall, 
Wilfrid Laurier University

"Unwritten Rule is a compelling book ex-
amining the intersection of authoritarian 
state power, rural capitalism, peasant dis-
possession, and the politics of land reform 
in post-conflict Cambodia"—Keith Barney, 
Australian National University

Unwritten Rule 
State-Making through Land Reform in 
Cambodia

Alice Beban
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Catching Up with Alice Beban
What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

Imagine you are quietly sitting in class. 
Suddenly the university president an-
nounces that classes are cancelled for 
the semester, and all students are en-
couraged to volunteer for a national land 
reform. You’re given three days training 
and a set of military fatigues. Then 
you’re trucked across the country to 
survey land. I shadowed teams of these 
volunteers. They told me they barely 
knew how to operate the GPS units (one 
young man said he didn’t know where 
the ‘backspace’ key was, so “we didn’t 
know how to delete a mistake! So then 
we deleted everything, and sometimes 
we input the wrong numbers. Some-
times we got completely lost!”). They had 
no training in mediation, yet they found 
themselves dealing with angry farmers 
and government officials. The speed and 
uncertainty with which this campaign 
rolled out has parallels to Trump’s “build 
the wall” and other recent populist au-
thoritarian policies, and has much to 
teach us about how populist politics 
works. 

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

There are many ways to be a field 

researcher. When I started research for 
this book, I aspired to something of an 
old school anthropological model: the 
lone ethnographer with a firm plan 
doggedly rooting out the story. But the 
greatest insights in the book—on the 
political power of uncertainty, and how 
this shapes understandings of land and 
property—emerged when everything 
fell apart. They came from moments of 
vulnerability, from failure, from constant 
adaptation, and from leaning on and 
working with others. Failure opens us 
up to different ways of seeing.  

How do you wish you could change the 
field?

There is growing recognition within 
political ecology and related fields that 
the traditional focus on material dimen-
sions of environmental conf lict cannot 
fully explain how power operates and 
why people resist. I’d like to see more 
work that grapples with the centrality of 
emotions to projects of state making and 
social change. We need to work through 
the complexities of how we know emo-
tions, how we write about them, and the 
ontological implications of how attention 
to emotions allows us to understand ob-
jects in new ways.

"They told me 
they barely 
knew how to 
operate the 
GPS units."
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"Beyond Medicine is an engaging book that 
connects the dots between government 
policy, social determinants, and health out-
comes. It goes a long way towards helping 
members of the public and policy experts 
alike understand the inarguable importance 
of health policy."—Julia Lynch, University 
of Pennsylvania, author of Regimes of 
Inequality 

"Paul V. Dutton's refreshingly well-written 
book is full of insights into how and why 
France, Germany, and Sweden have been 
more successful than the United States in 
implementing national policies that promote 
the health of mothers, children, and working 
and retired adults. All those who study or 
work in the field of health policy and man-
agement should read this book."—Victor G. 
Rodwin, New York University, coauthor of 
Health Care in World Cities

Beyond Medicine
Why European Social Democracies Enjoy 
Better Health Outcomes Than the United 
States

Paul V. Dutton

In Beyond Medicine, Paul V. Dutton provides a penetrating his-
torical analysis of why countless studies show that Americans 
are far less healthy than their European counterparts.

Dutton argues that Europeans are healthier than Americans 
because beginning in the late nineteenth century European 
nations began construction of health systems that focused 
not only on medical care but the broad social determinants of 
health: where and how we live, work, play, and age. European 
leaders also created social safety nets that became integral to 
national economic policy. In contrast, US leaders often viewed 
investments to improve the social determinants of health and 
safety-net programs as a competing priority to economic growth.

Beyond Medicine compares the US to three European social 
democracies—France, Germany, and Sweden—in order to ex-
plain how, in differing ways, each protects the health of infants 
and children, working-age adults, and the elderly. Unlike most 
comparative health system analyses, Dutton draws on history 
to find answers to our most nettlesome health policy questions. 

Paul V. Dutton is Professor of History and Adjunct Professor 
of Health Sciences at Northern Arizona University. He is the 
author of Differential Diagnoses and Origins of the French Welfare 
State.
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RELIGION AND CONFLICT

$34.95 hardcover | $16.99 ebook
320 pages, 6 x 9, 6 b&w halftones, 4 maps, 1 chart

"I am simply blown away by this book. Bau-
man's voice is judicious and magisterial. He 
is a careful analyst and thorough investigator. 
This generates an extraordinarily instructive 
and illuminating book that manages to be 
simultaneously balanced and hard-hitting." 

—Timothy Samuel Shah, Vice-President for 
Strategy & International Research of the 
Religious Freedom Institute and co-author, 
God's Century

"Anti-Christian Violence in India runs the 
gamut of the Christian/anti-Christian expe-
rience in India. Well-written and thoughtful, 
it stands out when describing and analyzing 
Hindu-Christian relations."—Neil DeVotta, 
Wake Forest University, editor of Under-
standing Contemporary India

"This book fabulously documents majori-
tarian chauvinism, fears of minorities, and 
the messy ethno-religious politics and com-
munal relations in India. Bauman skillfully 
combines theoretical insights with in-depth 
empirical narratives on everyday inter-reli-
gious fissures and produces a masterwork 
on Hindu-Christian relations and cultural 
politics in India during the postcolonial pe-
riod."—Sarbeswar Sahoo, Indian Institute of 
Technology Delhi, author of Pentecostalism 
and Politics of Conversion in India

Anti-Christian Violence in India 
Chad M. Bauman

Does religion cause violent conflict, asks Chad M. Bauman, and 
if so, does it cause conf lict more than other social identities? 
Through an extended history of Christian-Hindu relations, with 
particular attention to the 2007–2008 riots in Kandhamal, 
Odisha, Anti-Christian Violence in India examines religious 
violence and how it pertains to broader aspects of humanity. 
Is "religious" conflict sui generis, or is it merely one species of 
intergroup conf lict? Why and how might violence become an 
attractive option for religious actors? What explains the increase 
in religious violence over the last twenty to thirty years?

Integrating theories of anti-Christian violence focused on 
politics, economics, and proselytization, Anti-Christian Violence 
in India additionally weaves in recent theory about globalization 
and, in particular, the forms of resistance against Western sec-
ular modernity that globalization periodically helps to provoke. 
With such theories in mind, Bauman explores the nature of 
anti-Christian violence in India, contending that resistance to 
secular modernities is, in fact, an important but often over-
looked reason behind Hindu attacks on Christians.

Intensifying the widespread Hindu tendency to think of 
religion in ethnic rather than universal terms, the ideology of 
Hindutva, or "Hinduness," explicitly rejects both the secular 
privatization of religion and the separability of religions from 
the communities that incubate them. And so, with provocative 
and original analysis, Bauman questions whether anti-Christian 
violence in contemporary India is really about religion, in the 
narrowest sense, or rather a manifestation of broader concerns 
among some Hindus about the Western sociopolitical order with 
which they associate global Christianity. 

Chad M. Bauman is Professor of Religion at Butler University. 
He is the author of Christian Identity and Dalit Religion in Hindu 
India and the co-editor of Constructing Indian Christianities. 
Follow him on Twitter @dharmabaum.
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the CoMplexItY of AntI-ChrIstIAn 
vIolenCe In IndIA

Chad M. Bauman

In its 2020 report, the United States Commission on In-
ternational Religious Freedom (USCIRF) controversially 
placed India, for the first time, on its list of “Countries of 

Particular Concern.” With this designation, USCIRF locat-
ed India among countries—like North Korea, China, and 
Saudi Arabia—with governments that more systematically 
and thoroughly impinge upon the religious liberties of their 
citizens. Similarly, the PEW Research Center’s most recent 
report named India, Egypt, Russia, Pakistan, and Indonesia 
as the 5 worst countries (in terms of religion-related gov-
ernment restrictions and social hostilities) among the 25 
most populous countries in the world.

While rankings such as these focus in particular on In-
dia’s treatment of Muslims, they are also informed by the 
existence of laws restricting religious conversion and inci-
dents of anti-Christian violence. Global Christian advocacy 
groups often add to the chorus of condemnation. Open 
Doors, for example, lists India behind only 9 other countries 
on its 2020 World Watch List (ahead of China, Syria, Saudi 
Arabia, and Myanmar), and CBN News recently spoke of 
India’s Christians facing “horrific levels of violence.”

The Indian government and many of its citizens are jus-
tifiably dismayed by such characterizations. External Affairs 
Ministry Spokesperson Anurag Srivastava labeled the US-
CIRF report “biased and tendentious,” and even USCIRF 
Commissioner Gary Bauer dissented from the Commis-
sion’s decision. While acknowledging troubling develop-
ments in India, Bauer insisted that “India is not the equiva-
lent of communist China, which wages war on all faiths; nor 
of North Korea, a prison masquerading as a country; nor of 
Iran, whose Islamic extremist leaders regularly threaten to 
unleash a second Holocaust.”

Why, then, does India end up in such company? One 
reason has to do with its size. Take anti-Christian violence, 
for example. By my estimate, over the last decade, there 
have been roughly 200-300 incidents of anti-Christian vi-
olence in India annually. The sheer number of incidents is 
therefore certainly troubling. But India is home to 1.2 billion 
people. Relative to the size of their respective populations, 
the number of incidents of anti-Christian violence in India is 
lower than the number of hate crimes perpetrated against 
Muslims in the United States (according to FBI data), and 
would be well below the number of anti-Jewish hate crimes 
in the US even if I were severely undercounting Indian inci-
dents of anti-Christian violence.

The point is not to downplay the severity of anti-Chris-
tian violence in India, and of course, the 2007 and 2008 riots 
in the Indian state of Odisha, in which around fifty people 
were killed and tens of thousands displaced (mostly but not 

exclusively Christian), were unlike anything seen recently in 
the United States. The point, rather, is to note a discrep-
ancy in how western organizations and governments often 
evaluate their own versus others’ records with regard to re-
ligious freedom.

This discrepancy itself contributes to the marginalization 
and harassment of Christians around the world, including 
in India, because an important and often overlooked factor 
in the growth of Hindu-Christian tension is the perception 
among many Indians that western “Christian” nations and 
governments are intent on foisting upon Indians their west-
ern forms of secular modernity, forms that travel along with 
putatively universally valid conceptions of “secularism,” “re-
ligion,” and “religious freedom,” and that implicitly construct 
as superior in all contexts typically western arrangements of 
secular governance.

However, because many Indians consider these concep-
tions to be parochially Christian in origin, rather than uni-
versally valid, they perceive the global power and growth of 
Christianity (particularly the growth of Christianity in India) 
as a potential threat to the possibility of constructing an in-
digenously appropriate form of secular and tolerant gover-
nance, that is, as a threat to their own sovereignty and right 
of self-determination.

While there are many factors that contribute to the 
targeting and marginalization of Christians in India, then, 
including both the ascendancy of politicians willing to stoke 
interreligious strife for political gain and widespread exas-
peration with aggressive Christian projects of proselytiza-
tion, it is important that we also understand it as a mani-
festation, in part, of an indirect form of resistance to the 
potential imposition of western models of secular moder-
nity in which Christianity is both historically and currently 
implicated.

Under-nuanced and clumsily hypercritical reports like 
those described at the beginning of this post (along with 
massive western funding of Christian proselytization ef-
forts) therefore play into and exacerbate concerns about 
western hegemony and intrusions in Indian affairs, concerns 
that in turn likely contribute to an increase in the target-
ed harassment of Christians. Analyses of Hindu-Christian 
conflict and anti-Christian violence in India that fixate on 
local Indian religious and ideological matters alone, while 
ignoring the wider global and historical context in which 
they exist, are therefore by definition incomplete.
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Catching Up with Ulrike Capdepón 
What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

For us, editing this volume was a long 
but very inspiring experience. In the 
process, we realized, however, that 
publishing an edited book with many 
authors in different parts of the world 
and a variety of disciplines and contexts 
can be complex and more complicated 
than writing your own book. As such it 
involves more consensus, negotiations, 
openness and teamwork than when 
working on your own. All in all, it was 
a great and enriching experience to col-
laborate with so many different scholars 
who generously shared their knowledge, 
expertise and insights with us.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

We became much more aware of the re-
gionally diverse approaches and country 
specific complexities and differences 
to the prosecution of human rights vi-
olations in the case studies of Europe, 
Latin America and Africa presented 
reassembled in this book. The chapters 
collected in this volume, offer insights 
into different kinds of prosecutions for 
human rights violations in post-conflict 
or post authoritarian contexts. Taken 
together, they show, how accountability 
efforts around the world have had a huge 

variety of effects and consequences for 
victims, perpetrators, local politics and 
civil society.

How do you wish you could change the 
field?

We would like the research on justice and 
human rights to become a broader field 
in which there is more interdisciplinary 
and collaborative work between different 
sectors of society, such as academia and 
human rights activism. Research on 
these issues should be able to contribute 
to social, political and legal change. We 
also believe that a comparative perspec-
tive, especially in the analysis of cases 
of human rights violations, can contrib-
ute to see common aspects that can be 
fundamental, not only to generate more 
appropriate analytical frameworks but 
also concrete policies to improve human 
rights norms and practices promoting 
the fight against impunity in different 
regions of the world.

"It was a great 
and enriching 
experience to 
collaborate 
with so many 
different 
scholars."
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The Impact of Human Rights 
Prosecutions
Insights from European, Latin American, and 
African Post-Conflict Societies

Edited By Ulrike Capdepón And Rosario Figari 
Layús

Human rights prosecutions are the most prominent mecha-
nisms that victims demand to obtain accountability. Dealing 
with a legacy of gross human rights violations presents opportu-
nities to enhance the right to justice and promote a more equal 
application of criminal law, a fundamental condition for a more 
substantive democracy in societies. This book seeks to analyse 
the impact, advances, and difficulties of prosecuting perpetra-
tors of mass atrocities at national and international levels. What 
role does criminal justice play in redressing victims' wrongs, 
guaranteeing the non-repetition of mass atrocities, and attempt-
ing to overcome the damage caused by systematic human rights 
violations? This volume addresses critical issues in the field of 
human rights prosecution by drawing on the experiences of 
a variety of post-conf lict and authoritarian countries covering 
three world regions. Contributing authors cover prosecutions 
in post-Nazi Germany, post-Communist Romania, and trans-
national legal complaints by victims of the Franco dictatorship, 
as well as domestic and third-country prosecutions for human 
rights violations in the pioneering South American countries 
of Argentina, Chile, Peru, and Uruguay, prosecutions in Darfur 
and Kenya, and the work of the International Criminal Court.

The Impact of Human Rights Prosecutions offers insights into 
the difficulties human rights trials face in different contexts 
and regions, and also illustrates the development of these legal 
procedures over time. The volume will be of interest to human 
rights scholars as well as legal practitioners, participants, justice 
system actors, and policy makers. 

Ulrike Capdepón holds a PhD in political science and is a 
researcher and project coordinator at the Center for Cultural 
Inquiry (ZKF), University of Konstanz.

Rosario Figari Layús is postdoctoral researcher in social 
sciences and lecturer at the Chair for Peace Studies, Faculty of 
Law, Justus Liebig University Giessen.
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CORNELL SERIES ON LAND: NEW PERSPECTIVES ON TERRITORY, DEVELOPMENT, 

AND ENVIRONMENT

$21.95 paperback | free ebook
234 pages, 6 x 9, 5 b&w halftones, 1 b&w line drawing, 2 maps, 
14 charts

"Fields of Gold is a superb, timely book on a 
topic that could not be more important. Fair-
bairn makes accessible to general and spe-
cialist readers alike the intricacies of finance 
and the implications of making farmland 
just another financial investment."—Harriet 
Friedmann, University of Toronto

"In a clear and engaging style, Fairbairn cuts 
to the key issues at stake in the growing in-
vestment in farmland by financial actors on 
a global scale."—Jennifer Clapp, University 
of Waterloo, author of Hunger in the Balance

Fields of Gold
Financing the Global Land Rush

Madeleine Fairbairn

Fields of Gold critically examines the history, ideas, and politi-
cal struggles surrounding the financialization of farmland. In 
particular, Madeleine Fairbairn focuses on developments in two 
of the most popular investment locations, the US and Brazil, 
looking at the implications of financiers' acquisition of land and 
control over resources for rural livelihoods and economic justice.

At the heart of Fields of Gold is a tension between efforts to 
transform farmland into a new financial asset class, and land's 
physical and social properties, which frequently obstruct that 
transformation. But what makes the book unique among the 
growing body of work on the global land grab is Fairbairn's 
interest in those acquiring land, rather than those affected by 
land acquisitions. Fairbairn's work sheds ethnographic light on 
the actors and relationships—from Iowa to Manhattan to São 
Paulo—that have helped to turn land into an attractive financial 
asset class.

Madeleine Fairbairn is Assistant Professor in Environmen-
tal Studies at the University of California, Santa Cruz.

Thanks to generous funding from UC Santa Cruz, the ebook 
editions of this book are available as Open Access volumes from 
Cornell Open (cornellopen.org) and other repositories.
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"Lawmaking under Pressure is a highly original, 
utterly fascinating book. Giovanni Mantilla 
demonstrates through rich, hitherto unpub-
lished and unplumbed, archival research the 
social politics of the development of inter-
national humanitarian law and, in so doing, 
expands our understanding of international 
law, international relations, and relations of 
power."—Helen M. Kinsella, University of 
Wisconsin, Madison, author of The Image 
before the Weapon

"Lawmaking under Pressure is exceptionally 
robust work that takes empirics and theory 
seriously. Giovanni Mantilla draws on archi-
val sources to support his argument in a way 
I have rarely encountered in the discipline. 
It is also gracefully written."—Ward Thomas, 
College of the Holy Cross, author of The 
Ethics of Destruction

Lawmaking under Pressure 
International Humanitarian Law and Internal 
Armed Conflict

Giovanni Mantilla

In Lawmaking under Pressure, Giovanni Mantilla analyzes the 
origins and development of the international humanitarian 
treaty rules that now exist to regulate internal armed conflict. 
Until well into the twentieth century, states allowed atrocious 
violence as an acceptable product of internal conf lict. Why 
have states created international laws to control internal armed 
conflict? Why did states compromise their national security by 
accepting these international humanitarian constraints? Why 
did they create these rules at improbable moments, as European 
empires cracked, freedom fighters emerged, and fears of com-
munist rebellion spread? Mantilla explores the global politics 
and diplomatic dynamics that led to the creation of such laws 
in 1949 and in the 1970s.

By the 1949 Diplomatic Conference that revised the Geneva 
Conventions, most countries supported legislation committing 
states and rebels to humane principles of wartime behavior and 
to the avoidance of abhorrent atrocities, including torture and 
the murder of non-combatants. However, for decades, states had 
long refused to codify similar regulations concerning violence 
within their own borders. Diplomatic conferences in Geneva 
twice channeled humanitarian attitudes alongside Cold War 
and decolonization politics, even compelling reluctant European 
empires Britain and France to accept them. Lawmaking under 
Pressure documents the tense politics behind the making of 
humanitarian laws that have become touchstones of the con-
temporary international normative order.

Mantilla not only explains the pressures that resulted in 
constraints on national sovereignty but also uncovers the fas-
cinating international politics of shame, status, and hypocrisy 
that helped to produce the humanitarian rules now governing 
internal conflict. 

Giovanni Mantilla is a university lecturer at Cambridge 
University and a Fellow of Christ's College. Follow him on 
Twitter @giofabman.



132 C H A N G I N G  T H E  F I E L D  O F  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D I E S  O N E  B O O K  A T  A  T I M E

Catching Up with Anke Gilleir
What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

It is no so much an anecdote as some 
f lashes of aha-experience I had when 
putting together the manuscript. This 
volume roots in my long-term interest 
as a literary scholar in women’s histo-
ry and the mechanisms of gender in 
culture and society. When it comes to 
women and political power, I discovered 
that history did not have to yield to the 
ravings of literary imagination in grap-
pling with the very phenomenon. Then 
I came across a review of Mary Beard’s 
‘Women and Power’, which convinced 
me to carry out this book project. The 
same happened when I was brooding 
on the issue of women and biopolitics in 
dynastic rule. By sheer coincidence I saw 
Yorgos Lanthimos’ film ‘The Favourite’, 
and it seemed like he understood what I 
think I understood about the bodies of 
queens. 

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

The research of this book went through 
several stages. It started from literary his-
tory and the question if and how women 
writers from the long nineteenth century 
grappled with the awkward historical (r)
evolution of their time that witnessed an 

essentially inclusive political system that 
excluded the notion of women as politi-
cal agents. I learned to know the research 
that has been done on the masculinity 
of early democratic movements, and the 
research on historical queenship. From 
all that impressive political and histor-
ical material I had to move back to my 
- stubborn – intuition about the longue 
durée suspicion of women in power in 
European history and culture. 

How do you wish you could change the 
field?

I have read a lot of historical research 
that addresses women and political rule 
in specific contexts and that has added 
to the complexity of rule and sovereignty 
beyond clichés of ‘the’ ancient regime 
(and/or the dawn of democracy). I think 
I would welcome some more comparative 
research on the persistency of certain 
gendered phenomena, intelligently and 
nuanced yet all the same drawing a 
larger picture.

"I would 
welcome 
some more 
comparative 
research on 
the persistency 
of certain 
gendered 
phenomena."
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Strategic Imaginations  
Women and the Gender of Sovereignty in 
European Culture

Edited By Anke Gilleir And Aude Defurne

What is the gender of political power? Since the beginning of 
political thought, rule has been a male prerogative in European 
imagination. This is of course not to say that there never were 
women sovereigns. In-depth studies of women sovereigns have 
grown considerably in number in the past three decades and 
have added substantially to our understanding of the complex-
ities of their rule of power.

Yet what is often obscured by such in-depth analyses is the 
fact that all women rulers throughout the entirety of Europe-
an cultural history have had to operate in a context that could 
not think of power as female—except in grotesque terms. This 
continuity, as this book demonstrates, can only be brought out 
by studying women's political rule comparatively and in the 
longue durée.

This collection of essays brings together studies of female 
sovereignty from the Polish-Lithuanian to the British Com-
monwealth, and from the Middle Ages to the dawn of modern 
democracy. It demonstrates how the strategies and imagination 
women rulers adopted against the backdrop of an all-pervasive 
scepticism toward female rule are comparable across regions 
and periods. To illustrate its point, this book not only addresses 
historical figures and queens, but also takes stock of the rich yet 
unsettling imagination of female rule in philosophy, literature 
and art history. 

Anke Gilleir is Professor of German literature and gender 
theory at the Department of Literary Studies at KU Leuven.

Aude Defurne received her PhD in German literature in 2020 
at KU Leuven.
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EXPERTISE: CULTURES AND TECHNOLOGIES OF KNOWLEDGE

$25.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
240 pages, 6 x 9, 14 b&w halftones

"By weaving together only seemingly dispa-
rate concepts and ethnographic scenarios, 
Molé's The Truth Society provides a brilliant 
exploration of how contemporary Italian 
publics negotiate truth in political discourse, 
science, and the media."—Emanuela Guano, 
Georgia State University, author of Creative 
Urbanity

"The Truth Society eloquently synthesizes 
complex literatures on climate change and 
the climate of truth-making to generate 
the perfect milieu for understanding the 
Aquila trial (figured as an act of war against 
science), pro-science activism, and contem-
porary Italian populist politics."—Jason Pine, 
Purchase College, State University of New 
York, author of A Decomposition

The Truth Society
Science, Disinformation, and Politics in 
Berlusconi's Italy

Noelle Molé Liston

Noelle Molé Liston's The Truth Society seeks to understand how 
a period of Italian political spectacle, which regularly blurred 
fact and fiction, has shaped how people understand truth, 
mass-mediated information, scientific knowledge, and forms 
of governance. Liston scrutinizes Italy's late twentieth-century 
political culture, particularly the impact of the former prime 
minister and media mogul Silvio Berlusconi. By doing so, she 
examines how this truth-bending political era made science, 
logic, and rationality into ideas that needed saving.

With the prevalence of fake news and our seeming lack of 
shared reality in the "post-truth" world, many people struggle 
to figure out where this new normal came from. Liston argues 
that seemingly disparate events and practices that have unfolded 
in Italy are historical reactions to mediatized political forms 
and particular, cultivated ways of knowing. Politics, then, is 
always sutured to how knowledge is structured, circulated, and 
processed. The Truth Society offers Italy as a case study for un-
derstanding the remaking of politics in an era of disinformation.

Noelle Molé Liston is a Senior Lecturer at New York Uni-
versity. She is the author of Labor Disorders in Neoliberal Italy. 
Follow her on Twitter @MoleListon.
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A tAle of two deCeptIons
Noelle Mole Liston

Former President Trump’s single term in office was 
characterized by using words to incite wrongful ac-
tion. While the January 6th siege on The Capitol is 

certainly the most obvious moment in which his words in-
cited fatal violence, his discourse throughout the pandemic 
also encouraged deadly practices. He held press confer-
ences and fired tweets filled with staggering disinformation: 
predictions that the virus would “disappear” or would die in 
warm weather, suicides would be higher than COVID-19 
deaths, the United States had the “lowest fatality rate in the 
world,” and that “85 percent of people wearing masks catch” 
the virus. Such blatant medical lies, spoken from an author-
itative office of the President, undeniably promoted risky 
practices that led to more infections and, in certain cases, 
death. Yet, while Trump may have been impeached for his 
role in the insurrection of January 6th, he has enjoyed im-
punity for causing the over 400,000 COVID deaths. What 
kind of political and judicial context would we need to hold 
him accountable for these deaths?

Clamors to quiet Trump’s mortal spread of disinforma-
tion have usually been framed in terms of either system-
ic American issues like free speech and social media or 
individualized as a sign of the President’s narcissism and 
pre-election pandering. But the facts remain: Trump’s words 
have directly caused illness and death. Holding Trump 
accountable for pandemic manslaughter in this fraught 
American context sounds like science fiction or perhaps a 
wild liberal fantasy. 

But holding authoritative tellers of scientific disinfor-
mation accountable is precisely what happened in Italy. 
In late March 2009, citizens in L’Aquila and neighboring 
towns of Abruzzo had experienced a series of terrestrial 
tremors. Tensions were heightened and the public sought 
information. Meanwhile, a man known as “L’Aquila’s Cas-
sandra,” the Greek mythological clairvoyant, Giampaolo 
Giuliani, claimed he predicted bigger earthquakes because 
of radon gas detection, a method that has been discredited 
by scientists. In early April, Mr. Giuliani rented a van and 
loudspeaker, driving through the region and warning of the 
earthquake to come. The city served him a gag order and 
censored his online warnings to citizens. 

In early April, a group of scientists held a televised press 
conference amidst regional panic and anxiety about a pos-
sible Big One. Public officials and scientists assured Aq-
uilan residents with falsehoods: suggesting low risk that a 
disastrous earthquake would come. Another scientist said 
tremors were actually a positive sign, and “never” a precur-
sor for earthquakes when he had actually published studies 

suggesting the very opposite. One government official en-
couraged locals to stay home with a bottle of wine and even 
recommended a nice Montepulciano.

But the earthquake did come. And the 5.8 Richter mag-
nitude earthquake on April 6, 2009, killed over 300 people 
and much of the city’s beautiful stone dwellings collapsed 
and lay in ruin, leaving over 65,000 people homeless. In 
2012, the scientists and public official who spoke at the 
press conference were sued for involuntary manslaughter 
for the 31 deaths of the individuals who were proven to have 
watched the news conference and stayed home to die. In 
November 2013, they were found guilty and sentenced to 
six years in prison and ordered to pay ten million dollars in 
damages. 

If this were America in 2020, what might have happened 
to these scientists and public officials? There might be a 
few scathing editorials in The New York Times, some sham-
ing for social media users who “irresponsibly” reposted their 
assurances, perhaps a “Saturday Night Live” skit featuring 
Alec Baldwin as a wine-guzzling scientist.  

Italy’s judiciary did not fully succeed. The trial against 
disinformation led to even more disinformation about the 
trial. One false story was repeated across the globe: the trial 
was branded a “trial against science” and Italians were fash-
ioned as credulous, gullibly believing that scientists could 
predict earthquakes. The popular narrative was the antithe-
sis of the truth: Italy attempted to hold scientists and other 
public officials accountable for spreading unscientific lies. 
Seismologists agree that earthquakes cannot be predicted 
with any certainty, which includes a prediction of safety—
foretelling no earthquake is still foretelling. Still, the verdict 
was appealed and overturned in 2014 leaving the criminal 
sentence for just one official. 

On these shores, Italy is better known for its former 
prime minister, Silvio Berlusconi, who masterminded tele-
vised politics and spectacle, paving the way for despots like 
Donald Trump. What is less known is that Italy has taken 
injurious disinformation seriously and like no other country. 

But the Italian judiciary’s radical attempt to hold “fake 
news” accountable should be remembered. It should be 
remembered for refusing to collapse all speech as free 
speech. It should be remembered for highlighting that sci-
entists and public officials, who are figures of authority, are 
accountable in ways that regular citizens like Giuliani are 
not. It should be remembered for insisting that erroneous 
words are a public health issue of deadly consequence. Let’s 
broadcast it through loudspeakers: the American way is not 
the only way to handle disinformation. 
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"In this profound, provocative book, Tanisha 
Fazal reveals the unintended consequenc-
es of trying to tame war through law. Her 
distinctive blend of historical narrative 
and quantitative analysis explodes many 
myths about peace and war, statehood and 
secession, and cements her reputation as 
one of our subtlest scholars of international 
affairs."—David Armitage, Harvard Univer-
sity, author of Civil Wars

"Wars of Law has several interesting and 
perhaps unexpected consequences for how 
combatants resort to war and conduct war 
and will be important to both academics 
working in the field and to policymakers. 
Fazal's work will be recognized as a valuable 
contribution to academic work and pushes 
the analysis both theoretically and empiri-
cally in new directions relative to important 
other recent books in this area."—Paul Huth, 
Professor of Government and Politics at the 
University of Maryland, College Park

Wars of Law
Unintended Consequences in the Regulation 
of Armed Conflict

Tanisha M. Fazal

In Wars of Law, Tanisha M. Fazal assesses the unintended con-
sequences of the proliferation of the laws of war for the com-
mencement, conduct, and conclusion of wars over the course 
of the past one hundred fifty years.

Fazal outlines three main arguments: early laws of war fa-
vored belligerents, but more recent additions have constrained 
them; this shift may be attributable to a growing divide between 
lawmakers and those who must comply with international hu-
manitarian law; and lawmakers have been consistently inatten-
tive to how rebel groups might receive these laws. By using the 
laws of war strategically, Fazal suggests, belligerents in both in-
terstate and civil wars relate those laws to their big-picture goals.

Why have states stopped issuing formal declarations of war? 
Why have states stopped concluding formal peace treaties? Why 
are civil wars especially likely to end in peace treaties today? In 
addressing such questions, Fazal provides a lively and intriguing 
account of the implications of the laws of war. 

Tanisha M. Fazal is Associate Professor of Political Science 
at the University of Minnesota. She is the author of State Death, 
winner of the Best Book Award of the APSA Conflict Processes 
Section.
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