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Welcome to our new-look Anthropology annual subject catalog. 

As part of our 2020 Experience we’re shifting the approach to this catalog 
so that you get more from it. All our forthcoming, new, and recent books 
published in Anthropology are here, of course, but there’s other content worth 
checking out, too.

Mixed in with the book descriptions are articles written by some of our au-
thors and question-and-answer sessions with some, too. The point of these 
pieces of content is to give you a little more sense of who our authors are and 
what makes their books fascinating. It’s all part of the experience of being 
part of CUP family.

Keep an eye out of this symbol:
If you see it, we have a podcast with that author. If you're viewing this catalog on 
ISSUU you can click the symbol to listen. Otherwise, download the podcast 
from your preferred platform.

Enjoy the new look!

Jim Lance
Seniro Editor

jml554@cornell.edu
@JimLance554

MEET OUR
ACQUIRING EDITORS
IN ANTHROPOLOGY

Ellen Labbate
Managing Editor, ILR Press

efm66@cornell.edu
@ellenlabbate
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Cornell University Press is connecting our authors with academics and students in their disci-
plines. Authors who are participating in this initiative have indicated their willingness to speak 
to a class on the subject covered in their book (or something else that is relevant). These 
presentations will be conducted via an online meeting application.

Listed below are our authors in the field of Anthropology who have graciously offered their 
time should you wish them to speak to your class. 

If you invite an author listed here to speak to your class we'll send you a 40 percent discount 
code for attendees to purchase the author's book. For more information visit our website or 
look for the this symbol                     on pages in this catalog and click on the link. 

InvIte these Authors to speAk to Your ClAss

JENNIFER ERICKSON
Race Relations
Urban Studies

MIRJAM LÜCKING
Asian Studies
Religion 

CHRISTINE JESKE
Labor Studies
Race Relations

MIRCO GÖPFERT
Afrian Studies
Criminology

CHARLENE MAKLEY
Asian Studies
Economics

EMILY MENDENHALL
Health
Women’s Studies
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RUTH STREICHER
Asian Studies
Political Science

SOMDEEP SEN
Middle East Studies
Political Science

TOM SCOTT-SMITH
Human Rights
History

SUSANNA TRNKA
Urban Studies

IVAN SMALL
Asian Studies
Economics

JON SCHUBERT
Labor Studies
African Studies

CHIGUSA YAMAURA
Asian Studies
Gender Studies

JOHN MONROE
Art History
African Studies
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Laura Nader
Letters to and from an Anthropologist

Laura Nader

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 ebook
392 pages, 6 x 9, 8 b&w halftones

Laura Nader documents decades of letters written, received, and 
archived by esteemed author and anthropologist Laura Nader. 
She revisits her correspondence with academic colleagues, law-
yers, politicians, military officers, and many others, all with 
unique and insightful perspectives on a variety of social and 
political issues. She uses personal and professional correspon-
dence as a way of examining complex issues and dialogues that 
might not be available by other means. By compiling these let-
ters, Nader allows us to take an intimate look at how she interacts 
with people across multiple fields, disciplines, and outlooks.

Arranged chronologically by decade, this book follows Nader 
from her early career and efforts to change patriarchal policies at 
UC, Berkeley, to her efforts to fight against climate change and 
minimize environmental degradation. The letters act as snap-
shots, giving us glimpses of the lives and issues that dominated 
culture at the time of their writing. Among the many issues 
that the correspondence in Laura Nader explores are how a man 
on death row sees things, how scientists are concerned about 
and approach their subject matter, and how an anthropologist 
ponders issues of American survival. The result is an intriguing 
and comprehensive history of energy, physics, law, anthropology, 
feminism and legal anthropology in the United States, as well as 
a ref lection of a lifelong career in legal scholarship.

Laura Nader is a Professor of Anthropology at UC Berkeley. 
She is author of Harmony Ideology, Culture and Dignity, and 
What the Rest Think of the West.

"Laura Nader's depth is impressive. The 
range of fields is amazingly bold: energy, 
physics, law, anthropology, feminism—I 
could go on. Laura Nader is the first of 
its kind, indexing shifting terrain in the 
discipline and other intellectual topics." 

—John Borneman, Princeton University, 
author of Accountability

"For generations of anthropologists, the 
clickity-clack of Laura Nader's typewriter 
has provided a stirring soundtrack to 
Berkeley's Kroeber Hall. Offering an up-
close and engaging view into the life and 
thinking of one of anthropology's most 
inspiring scholars, the spirited and often 
incisive correspondence's that flowed 
from that typewriter show what it means to 
communicate with conviction and without 
reserve. While never afraid of speaking 
truth to power, her letters reveal the 
dignified role that disagreement can play 
in democratic and scholarly discourse." 

—Erik Harms, Yale University, author 
of Luxury and Rubble
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

Remembering my undergraduate as-
sistants who said they had never seen 
letters before.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

I wish I had known that Cornell Press 
was the best because so few press's un-
derstand the importance of letters.

How do you wish you could change the 
field of Anthropology? 

I wish Anthropology realized that we 
have a much wider audience than we 
can imagine.

" I wish 
Anthropology 
realized that 
we have a 
much wider 
audience 
than we can 
imagine."

Catching Up with Laura Nader
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Crafting History
Archiving and the Quest for Architectural 
Legacy

Albena Yaneva

 

$27.95 paperback | $13.99 ebook
252 pages, 6 x 9, 20 b&w halftones

"Crafting History offers a much-needed 
analysis of what an archive does, and of 
what relations it is composed. Yaneva's 
writing is intelligent and accessible, intro-
ducing new methodologies for approach-
ing the archive while telling compelling 
stories along the way."—Hélène Frichot, 
University of Melbourne, Australia, author 
of Creative Ecologies

"Yaneva has written an outstanding work 
that will be a key reference of future 
works on architectural archiving, as well as 
future ethnographies of archiving."— Jilly 
Traganou, Parsons School of Design, 
editor of Design and Political Dissent

What constitutes an archive in architecture? What forms does it 
take? What epistemology does it perform? What kind of craft is 
archiving? Crafting History provides answers and offers insights 
on the ontological granularity of the archive and its relationship 
with architecture as a complex enterprise that starts and ends 
much beyond the act of building or the life of a creator. 

In this book we learn how objects are processed and cata-
logued, how a classification scheme is produced, how models 
and drawings are preserved, and how born-digital material bat-
tles time and technology obsolescence. We follow the work of 
conservators, librarians, cataloguers, digital archivists, museum 
technicians, curators, and architects, and we capture archiving 
in its mundane and practical course. 

Based on ethnographic observation at the Canadian Centre 
for Architecture and interviews with a range of practitioners, in-
cluding Álvaro Siza and Peter Eisenman, Albena Yaneva traces 
archiving through the daily work and care of all its participants, 
scrutinizing their variable ontology, scale, and politics. Yaneva 
addresses the strategies practicing architects employ to envisage 
an archive-based future and tells a story about how architectural 
collections are crafted so as to form the epistemological basis of 
architectural history.

Albena Yaneva is Professor of Architectural Theory at 
the University of Manchester and Lise Meitner Visiting 
Chair at Lund. She is author of several books, including, 
most recently, Five Ways to Make Architecture Political.

E X P E R T I S E
C U L T U R E S  A N D  

T E C H N O L O G I E S  

O F  K N O W L E D G E

edited by dominic boyer

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

During a visit of the vaults of the Ca-
nadian Centre for Architecture (CCA) 
I saw for the first time some original 
drawings of the Chandigarh building of 
Le Corbusier. Perplexed and dazzled at 
the same time, I attempted to touch. A 
vocal, spontaneous and firm “NO!” reso-
nated in the room. That “NO” denoted an 
acute awareness of the importance of ar-
chives and at the same time worry about 
destruction. It is precisely that subtle 
balance between idolatry and iconoclasm 
that defines an archival institution and 
led me to discover the hidden world of 
archiving and conservation.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

That there is a huge army of commonly 
invisible actors involved in archiving: 
technicians, conservators, paper and dig-
ital archivists, cataloguers, curators and 
librarians thanks to whom fragile draw-
ings, models and prints battle time and 
reach the ‘golden books’ of History. That 
there is a relationship between archives 
and design process that is significant for

practicing architects; hence, archiving 
and designing go hand in hand to shape 
the future of built environment. That 
Architectural History is fabricated, made 
out of many heterogeneous and ephem-
eral fragments, carefully ‘crafted’ just 
like a building is.

How do you wish you could change the 
field of Anthropology?

I wish to see Anthropology embark on 
a journey that will explore expertise 
qua process, the formation of expertise, 
expertise as emerging in concrete situ-
ations where practitioners share doubts, 
anxieties and disagreement and talk 
back to objects, scripts, and instruments. 
Situations where both the fragile bodies 
of humans and the material granularity 
of nonhumans are exposed, strained, 
and reconnected in a symmetrical way. 
Emphasizing the contingent, active and 
reciprocal nature of knowing, I advocate 
an anthropology of archiving that would 
scrutinize the technologies of archive 
making integral to the work of various 
practitioners (not just designing archi-
tects) and would unravel the underlying 
conditions of knowledge production in 
all its forms.

"It is precisely 
that subtle 
balance 
between 
idolatry and 
iconoclasm 
that defines 
an archival 
institution 
and led me 
to discover 
the hidden 
world of 
archiving and 
conservation.

Catching Up with Albena Yaneva
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Collaborative Anthropology Today
A Collection of Exceptions

Edited by Dominic Boyer and George E. Marcus

As multi-sited research has mainstreamed in anthropology, 
collaboration has gained new relevance and traction as a criti-
cal infrastructure of both fieldwork and theory, enabling more 
ambitious research designs, forms of communication, and 
analysis. Collaborative Anthropology Today is the outcome of a 
2017 workshop held at University of California–Irvine's Center 
for Ethnography. This volume is the latest in the trilogy of com-
panion projects that also includes, Fieldwork Is Not What It Used 
to Be and Theory Can Be More Than It Used To Be. The essays 
here assemble several notable ventures in collaborative anthro-
pology and puts them in dialogue with one another as a way 
of exploring the recent surge of interest in creating new kinds 
of ethnographic and theoretical partnerships, especially in the 
domains of art, media, and information. Contributors highlight 
projects in which collaboration has generated new possibilities of 
expression and conceptualizations of anthropological research, 
as well as prototypes that may be of use to others contemplating 
their own experimental collaborative ventures.

Dominic Boyer is Professor of Anthropology at Rice Universi-
ty, as well as a filmmaker, podcaster and author most recently of 
Energopolitics. Follow him on Twitter @DominicBoyer. 

George E. Marcus is Chancellor's Professor of Anthropology 
at University of California, Irvine. He is the author of many 
books including Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary 
and Ethnography Through Thick and Thin.

$26.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
240 pages, 6 x 9, 39 b&w halftones, 4 b&w line drawings

“Collaborative Anthropology Today is an 
important work that provides unique, 
timely, and exceptional insights into larger 
projects of collaborative anthropology.”— 
Luke Eric Lassiter, Marshall University, 
author of Chicago Guide to Collaborative 
Ethnography

“A timely collection of and about 
anthropological collaboration in its 
many forms. Collaborative Anthropol-
ogy Today offers a tool kit not only for 
explicitly framed collaborations but also 
for rethinking the norms and practices of 
anthropology at the present.”— Marina 
Peterson, University of Texas at Austin, 
author of Atmospheric Noise

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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Race-ing Fargo
Refugees, Citizenship, and the Transformation 
of Small Cities

Jennifer Erickson

"Erickson's use of ethnographic description 
and detail is excellent and the theoretical 
framing is sophisticated and helpful. 
This is a well-written, well-argued and 
important take on refugee resettlement, 
belonging, and race in Fargo."—Tina Lee, 
University of Wisconsin-Stout, author 
of Catching a Case

$26.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
282 pages, 6 x 9, 16 b&w halftones, 3 maps

Tracing the history of refugee settlement in Fargo, North Dakota, 
from the 1980s to the present day, Race-ing Fargo focuses on the 
role that gender, religion, and sociality play in everyday interac-
tions between refugees from South Sudan and Bosnia-Herzegov-
ina and the dominant white Euro-American population of the 
city. Jennifer Erickson outlines the ways in which refugees have 
impacted this small city over the last thirty years, showing how 
culture, political economy, and institutional transformations 
collectively contribute to the racialization of white cities like 
Fargo in ways that complicate their demographics. 

Race-ing Fargo shows that race, religion, and decorum prove 
to be powerful forces determining worthiness and belonging 
in the city and draws attention to the different roles that state 
and private sectors played in shaping ideas about race and 
citizenship on a local level. Through the comparative study of 
white secular Muslim Bosnians and Black Christian Southern 
Sudanese, Race-ing Fargo demonstrates how cross-cultural and 
transnational understandings of race, ethnicity, class, and reli-
gion shape daily citizenship practices and belonging.

Jennifer Erickson is Associate Professor of Anthropology 
at Ball State University.

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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Indonesians and Their Arab World
Guided Mobility among Labor Migrants and 
Mecca Pilgrims

Mirjam Lücking

SOUTHE A ST A SIA PROGR A M PUBLIC ATIONS

$28.95 paperback | $13.99 ebook 
276 pages, 6 x 9, 12 b&w halftones, 2 maps

"Mirjam Lücking has written an excellent 
and useful book. Comparing two groups 
of Indonesians that travel to the Middle 
East, Indonesians and Their Arab World 
proposes a new framework for studying 
mobility."—Michael Buehler, SOAS 
University of London, author of The 
Politics of Shari'a Law

"Indonesians and Their Arab World is an 
excellent, interesting, and important 
book, challenging the conventional views 
on 'Arabization/ arabness' in Indonesia 
and in Southeast Asia in general."—Hew 
Wai Weng, Institute of Malaysian and 
International Studies, Universiti Kebang-
saan Malaysia, author of Chinese Ways of 
Being Muslim

Indonesians and Their Arab World explores the way contemporary 
Indonesians understand their relationship to the Arab world. De-
spite being home to the largest Muslim population in the world, 
Indonesia exists on the periphery of an Islamic world centered 
around the Arabian Peninsula. Mirjam Lücking approaches the 
problem of interpreting the current conservative turn in Indone-
sian Islam by considering the way personal relationships, public 
discourse, and matters of religious self-understanding guide 
two groups of Indonesians who actually travel to the Arabian 
Peninsula—labor migrants and Mecca pilgrims—in becom-
ing physically mobile and making their mobility meaningful. 
This concept, which Lücking calls "guided mobility," reveals 
that changes in Indonesian Islamic traditionsare grounded 
in domestic social constellations and calls claims of outward 
Arab influence in Indonesia into question. With three levels of 
comparison (urban and rural areas, Madura and Central Java, 
and migrants and pilgrims), this ethnographic case study fore-
grounds how different regional and socio-economic contexts 
determine Indonesians' various engagements with the Arab 
world.

Mirjam Lücking is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Martin Buber 
Society at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your research for 
this book?

As part of my research on imaginations of the 
Arab World, I wanted to know more about everyday 
products that are labelled as ‘Arab’ in Indonesia. It 
was especially religious paraphernalia, like prayer 
bracelets, carpets and a specific attire that my in-
terlocutors described as ‘Arab’ even though joking 
themselves that many of these products are ‘made in 
China’. Engaging with material culture led to lively 
interactions and insights about what people see as 
foreign, religious, blaspheme, traditional, modern, 
Indonesian, Arab and so on. It became clear that 
‘Arabness’ is an ambivalent and broad label for what 
seemed to be Islamic. Most interestingly, my research 
partner Ubed raised my awareness for the music of 
a Lebanese singer who is popular among Madurese 
Muslims who like the Arabic music and who are 
unaware of the fact that the singer is a Lebanese 
Christian.

Another situation concerns clothing and what 
is perceived as polite-Muslim dress code. Once my 
hosts and I coincidentally met a Kyai (a religious 
authority) and it struck me with surprise that one 
of the men apologized in front of the Kyai for wear-
ing pants. Through this situation I understood that 
pants are being considered too modern among some 
Muslims in Madura with preference for the sarong 
(a skirt like cloth). Among other Madurese Muslims 
however, like in some Qur’anic schools, pants were 
part of the school uniform. Thus, slowly I understood 
that there is no simple answer to what is a ‘proper 
Muslim dress code.’ An example from women’s dress 
codes are different styles of wearing a headscarf. One 
of my friends, a young student from the public Uni-
versity in Bangkalan, explained that she was wearing 
her new long headscarf with hesitation. It covered 
not only her head but also the upper part of the body. 
She explained that this style is very different from 
the common headscarf style in her village, where 
women tie a short piece of cloth in the nape of the 
neck, covering the head but not the neck. She said 
that this style is more practical when working on the 
fields and markets, whereas for her as a University 
student it would not be appropriate.  

What do you wish you had known when you started 
writing your book, that you know now?

I wish I had known that features of so-called ‘Arab-
ness’ are for many Indonesians interchangeable 
with other features, like ‘Chineseness’ or ‘Indonesi-
anness’. In the beginning of my research, I thought 
I could draw conclusions from a persons’ outward 
appearance or rhetoric and was too quick with some 
research assumptions. Only after several months of 
research and after getting to know research partici-
pants better, I realized how such trends change and 
that a certain rhetoric or style can be a phase in a 
person’s life and does not necessarily reveal much 
about deeper values and worldviews.

Something I still don’t know – but I wish I had 
known – are the Javanese and Madurese languages. 
A proficiency in Bahasa Indonesia is sufficient for 
most research activities and in average Indonesians 
feel comfortable to express themselves in Indonesian. 
However, in both of my research areas, in rural Cen-
tral Java and on Madura Island, the Javanese and 
Madurese languages were important for my hosts, 
friends and interlocutors. Some nuances can only 
be expressed in the mother tongue and many daily 
interactions, humor and etiquette are not translatable 
to Indonesian.

How do you wish you could change the field of 
Anthropology?

I wish I could change the structural inequality be-
tween anthropologists who are educated in leading 
Western Universities and my colleagues in Indone-
sia and the Middle East. Many of my colleagues in 
Indonesia and the Middle East do “Anthropology 
at Home” and they collaborate with me and other 
anthropologists who did not grow up in the research 
area and who have an outsiders’ perspective, which 
can be enriching. Likewise, it would be very enrich-
ing if they could also contribute their perspective 
on my lifeworld. I wish there were more research 
funds for anthropologists from the ‘Global South’ 
to do research in Europe and North America, as it 
can be truly eye-opening to exchange perspectives 
on differences and commonalities between societies.

Catching Up with Mirjam Lücking
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Decolonizing Palestine
Hamas between the Anticolonial and the 
Postcolonial

Somdeep Sen

$25.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
186 pages, 6 x 9, 12 b&w halftones

In Decolonizing Palestine, Somdeep Sen rejects the notion that 
liberation from colonialization exists as a singular moment in 
history when the colonizer is ousted by the colonized. Instead, 
he considers the case of the Palestinian struggle for liberation 
from its settler colonial condition as a complex psychological and 
empirical mix of the colonial and the postcolonial. Specifically, 
he examines the two seemingly contradictory, yet coexistent, an-
ticolonial and postcolonial modes of politics adopted by Hamas 
following the organization's unexpected victory in the 2006 
Palestinian Legislative Council election. 

Despite the expectations of experts, Hamas has persisted as 
both an armed resistance to Israeli settler colonial rule and as 
a governing body. Based on ethnographic material collected in 
the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, Israel, and Egypt, Decolonizing 
Palestine argues that the puzzle Hamas presents is not rooted 
in predicting the timing or process of its abandonment of either 
role. The challenge instead lies in explaining how and why it 
maintains both, and what this implies for the study of liberation 
movements and postcolonial studies more generally.

Somdeep Sen is Associate Professor at Roskilde University. He 
is coauthor of The Palestinian Authority in the West Bank. Follow 
him on Twitter @ssen03.

"Combining valuable on-the-ground detail 
with deep analytical insight, Decolonizing 
Palestine is a welcome contribution to 
discussions of the ongoing Palestinian 
struggle for liberation from colonial 
domination."— John Collins, St. Lawrence 
University, author of Global Palestine

"Based on original ethnographic 
material, Decolonizing Palestine makes a 
path-breaking contribution to postcolonial 
studies as well as studies of Palestinian 
politics, arguing that the moment of 
anticolonial liberation is not a rupture, but 
rather, the anticolonial and the postco-
lonial coexist in an ongoing struggle for 
recognition, justice and sovereignty."— 
Nicola Pratt, University of Warwick, 
author of Embodying Geopolitics

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE



13  C O R N E L L P R E S S . C O R N E L L . E D U

Uneasy Military Encounters
The Imperial Politics of Counterinsurgency in 
Southern Thailand

Ruth Streicher

SOUTHE A ST A SIA PROGR A M PUBLIC ATIONS

$25.95 hardcover | $12.99 ebook
186 pages, 6 x 9, 9 b&w halftones

Uneasy Military Encounters presents a historically and theoret-
ically grounded political ethnography of the Thai military's 
counterinsurgency practices in the southern borderland, home 
to the greater part of the Malay-Muslim minority. Ruth Streich-
er argues that counterinsurgency practices mark the southern 
population as the racialized, religious, and gendered other of the 
Thai, which contributes to producing Thailand as an imperial 
formation: a state formation based on essentialized difference 
between the Thai and their others. 

Through a genealogical approach, Uneasy Military Encounters 
addresses broad conceptual questions of imperial politics in a 
non-Western context: How can we understand imperial policing 
in a country that was never colonized? How is "Islam" construct-
ed in a state that is officially secular and promotes Buddhist tol-
erance? What are the (historical) dynamics of imperial patriarchy 
in a context internationally known for its gender pluralism? The 
resulting ethnography excavates the imperial politics of concrete 
encounters between the military and the southern population 
in the ongoing conflict in southern Thailand.

Ruth Streicher is a postdoctoral researcher at the University 
of Heidelberg.

"Uneasy Military Encounters is a strong, 
innovative, and valuable book. It offers 
many important contributions to the study 
of Thailand's southern insurgency. Stre-
icher's arguments are persuasive and 
well supported. She deftly conveys the 
complex—and often tragic—consequences 
of this conflict."—Richard A. Ruth, US 
Naval Academy, author of In Buddah's 
Company

"Ruth Streicher has provided an incredibly 
rich ethnography, weaving together 
gender, race, and military activities to 
expose different layers of Thai/Siamese 
imperialism. Uneasy Military Encounters 
is an impressive book that possessess 
exceptional merit."—Michael Jerryson, 
Youngstown State, author of Buddhist Fury

"In her sophisticated and refreshing 
book Ruth Streicher shows how and why 
imperial Thailand governs the Deep South 
with methods that perpetuate the conflict 
they are intended to resolve. Counterin-
surgency, an unconventional form of war, 
mobilizes Islam in positive terms in order to 
police the population."—Craig J. Reynolds, 
Australian National University
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The Laziness Myth
Narratives of Work and the Good Life in South 
Africa

Christine Jeske

"With evidence of extensive fieldwork, 
research and reflection, Chris-
tine Jeske shows how variously situated 
individuals relate work to the good life, 
the challenges some face in attaining it 
through work, and how they find the good 
life anyway. She excels at storytelling, 
setting vivid scenes that keep her book 
lively and relatable."—James Chamberlain, 
Mississippi State University, author 
of Undoing Work, Rethinking Community

"This engaging, nuanced, and thought-pro-
voking book does an excellent job 
introducing complex concepts in clear, 
accessible ways. Christine Jeske makes a 
persuasive case about the ways in which 
hard work is not working for South African 
youth (and others). A pleasure to read."—
Carrie Lane, California State University, 
Fullerton, author of A Company of One

ILR PRESS

$26.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
246 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w halftones, 2 b&w line drawings

When people cannot find good work, can they still find good 
lives? By investigating this question in the context of South 
Africa, where only 43 percent of adults are employed, Christine 
Jeske invites readers to examine their own assumptions about 
how work and the good life do or do not coincide. The Laziness 
Myth challenges the widespread premise that hard work deter-
mines success by tracing the titular "laziness myth," a persistent 
narrative that disguises the systems and structures that produce 
inequalities while blaming unemployment and other social ills 
on the so-called laziness of particular class, racial, and ethnic 
groups. 

Jeske offers evidence of the laziness myth's harsh conse-
quences, as well as insights into how to challenge it with other 
South African narratives of a good life. In contexts as diverse as 
rapping in a library, manufacturing leather shoes, weed-whack-
ing neighbors' yards, negotiating marriage plans, and sharing 
water taps, the people described in this book will stimulate dis-
cussion on creative possibilities for seeking the good life in and 
out of employment, in South Africa and elsewhere. 

Christine Jeske is Associate Professor of Anthropology at 
Wheaton College in Wheaton, Illinois. She is the author of Into 
the Mud and coauthor of This Ordinary Adventure.

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE



We'd really appreciate it if you listen to 

our incredible podcast, featuring in-depth 

interviews with Anthropology authors and 

check-ins with our acquiring editors in 

this important field.

 

Find the 1869 Podcast on iTunes, Spotify, 

SoundCloud, or wherever you get your 
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Across Anthropology
Troubling Colonial Legacies, Museums, and 
the Curatorial

Edited by Margareta von Oswald and Jonas 
Tinius. Preface by Arjun Appadurai. Afterword 
by Roger Sansi.

LEU VEN UNIVERSIT Y PRESS

$55.00 paperback | $0.00 ebook
400 pages, 6.125 x 9.25

How can we rethink anthropology beyond itself? In this book, 
twenty-one artists, anthropologists, and curators grapple with 
how anthropology has been formulated, thought, and practised 

'elsewhere' and 'otherwise'. They do so by unfolding ethnograph-
ic case studies from Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, the Neth-
erlands, and Poland—and through conversations that expand 
these geographies and genealogies of contemporary exhibition 
making. This collection considers where and how anthropology 
is troubled, mobilised, and rendered meaningful.

Across Anthropology charts new ground by analysing the 
convergences of museums, curatorial practice, and Europe's 
reckoning with its colonial legacies. Situated amid resurgent 
debates on nationalism and identity politics, this book addresses 
scholars and practitioners in fields spanning the arts, social 
sciences, humanities, and curatorial studies.

Margareta von Oswald is a research fellow at the Centre 
for Anthropological Research on Museums and Heritage 
(CARMAH), Institute of European Ethnology, Humboldt-Uni-
versität zu Berlin. 

Jonas Tinius is a research fellow at the Centre for Anthropolog-
ical Research on Museums and Heritage (CARMAH), Institute 
of European Ethnology, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin.
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Yangon, where the most famous international centers are, or find the most 
learned reclusive monk; and while this in some ways would be true, I also 
wanted to know what other people who weren’t part of this social structure 
of official knowledge might think about mindfulness. A bit hesitAnt And 
skepticAl of our own plAn, Tiri and I had approached a man having tea 
at a dusty pavilion at the edge of the village. Children were running around, 
the television was on in the corner, and an old woman was taking a nap in a 
hammock. Instead of the casual references to mindfulness I had been led to 
expect from laypeople after the relatively technical summaries from monks, 
the man surprised us by talking extensively and passionately for the next four 
hours. His interview, though longer than the others, shows the idiosyncratic, 
textually influenced but personAlly interpreted meAnings of mind-
fulness in burmA. U San La was forty-nine years old, and after being a 
monk for many years he was now a semiretired doctor of traditional medicine. 
He drew up an elaborate system of perception involving mindfulness, com-
bining dozens of technical Pali terms with very practical illustrations drawing 
on the tea shop around us. He started off summarizing the well-known list of 
the fi ve aggregates, called upadana-khandhas , that are thought in Buddhist 
philosophy to constitute the illusion of a self. 6 He went on to discuss the 
connection between an object and the sensory experience of it: Sati starts 
from thi wein nyin. Thi is from knowing, wein nyin is mind consciousness. 
Sati is knowing your mind. For example, look At this cocA-colA cAn 
sitting here in front of us. Only if we combine the mind [ citta ] and 
the object [he used the term citta-tikha , referring to the objects that the six 
sense doors of sight, sound, taste, smell, touch, and thought can perceive] 
will we really see the can. Or, I have an ear, and your voice comes into 
my ear, and it’s called hearing. So to see or hear needs two things: citta and 
citta-tikha. If we don’t have sati at a point of time, then we won’t know there 
are voices out there. For example, from the TV over there. He pointed to 
the television in the corner. “Do you hear those sounds?” he asked us. “Yes,” 
Tiri replied. “do you know whAt they’re sAying?” “No,” she replied, 
indicating that she was focusing on him instead. “People are talking all around 
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The Man in the Dog Park offers the reader a rare window into 
homeless life. Spurred by a personal relationship with a home-
less man who became her co-author, Cathy A. Small takes a 
compelling look at what it means and what it takes to be home-
less. Interviews and encounters with dozens of homeless people 
lead us into a world that most have never seen. We travel as an 
intimate observer into the places that many homeless frequent, 
including a community shelter, a day labor agency, a panhan-
dling corner, a pawn shop, and a HUD housing office.

Through these personal stories, we witness the obstacles that 
homeless people face, and the ingenuity it takes to negotiate life 
without a home. The Man in the Dog Park points to the ways that 
our own cultural assumptions and blind spots are complicit in 
US homelessness and contribute to the degree of suffering that 
homeless people face. At the same time, Small, Kordosky and 
Moore show us how our own sense of connection and compas-
sion can bring us into touch with the actions that will lessen 
homelessness and bring greater humanity to the experience of 
those who remain homeless.

The raw emotion of The Man in the Dog Park will forever 
change your appreciation for, and understanding of, a life so 
many deal with outside of the limelight of contemporary society.

Cathy A. Small is Professor Emerita of Anthropology at 
Northern Arizona University and a resident of Flagstaff, Ari-
zona, where she enjoys life with her spouse, Phyllis, of thirty 
years. She is the author of Voyages and My Freshman Year. Jason 
Kordosky is a researcher for the Culinary Union. He works 
and lives in Las Vegas, Nevada, with his spouse, Magally, and 
his best cat friend, Tobie. He enjoys hiking, photography, and 
writing poetry in his free time. Ross Moore is a disabled Viet-
nam veteran and resident of northern Arizona. After surviving 
three decades of recurrent homelessness, he now lives with his 
wife, "Wendi," in a HUD subsidized apartment. He is an avid 
collector of vinyl records.

$22.95 hardcover | $10.99 ebook
200 pages, 5.5 x 9.5, 1 b&w line drawing

"The Man in the Dog Park offers an 
accessible approach to destigmatize 
homelessness. Small's reflections are 
refreshing, humanizing and intimately 
understood. She seems to get it."— Pearl 
Wolfe, Homeless Advocate and Former 
Human Services Supervisor for Lane 
County, Oregon

"The authors offer a human perspective on 
the experience of homelessness, grounded 
in an exhaustive series of interviews and 
relevant literature. The Man in the Dog 
Park will serve scholars and practitioners 
of urban studies for years to come."— Ella 
Howard, author of Homeless

The Man in the Dog Park
Coming Up Close to Homelessness

Cathy A. Small With Jason Kordosky and Ross 
Moore

Bestseller
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

One day. walking in my neighborhood, a 
strapping young Native American man 
in his 20s looked in my direction, and I 
returned his gaze. He was lost, he told 
me, trying to get back to a housing com-
plex I recognized as Section 8, where he 
had a friend. I decided to walk with him 
halfway to show him the route. 

His name was James. he had been home-
less since recently coming to town to find 
work; he panhandled for food money. A 
few blocks into our walk, James said the 
most startling thing to me: “I feel safe 
walking with you.” 

Why would a strong-looking guy like you 
feel safe with me? I thought, and finally 
asked him out loud, not perceiving how 
my five-foot-two-inch frame could pos-
sibly help. The answer he gave was this: 
“I mean when it’s just me, people look 
at me funny and they kind of follow me 
to see what I’m doing, and I don’t feel I 
can really look at the houses and the cars. 
This is so nice because I can look at cars 
and houses and gardens and things that 
interest me when I’m with you.”

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?  

My book, co-authored with a homeless 
man,  describes the lived experience of 
homeless people but it also describes my 
own journey in coming to see homeless 
people as I see myself.  I cannot say that 
I wished I had known all this before, 
because it was my own fear and distrust 
of “the other” than spurred this ten-year 
foray into homeless life and my own 
transformation.

How do you wish you could change the 
field of Anthropology? 

I love anthropology’s blend of science 
and the humanities, and appreciate the 
fullness and depth that this blending 
reveals about the human condition.  
What I would wish, particularly when 
anthropologists study our own cul-
tures,  is that we would allow our field’s 
cardinal principles of  “cultural relativ-
ity” and “non-judgment” to temper our 
self-righteousness. 

"My book 
... describes 
the lived ex-
perience of 
homesless 
people but it 
also describes 
my own jour-
ney in coming 
to see home-
less people as I 
see myself.

Catching Up with Cathy A. Small
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BeIng poor And BeIng sICk: A thIn 
lIne

Cathy A. Small

April 15. Today is the day that seven years of in-
terviews with homeless people would come to 
fruition in the release of our book, The Man in 

the Dog Park, co-authored with a homeless man. It is 
a book about compassion and about blind spots, too, 
that let us see, among other things, how homelessness 
is more a casualty of being poor than it is a product of 
mental illness or addiction.

The thin line I came to see between being poor and 
being homeless is the same thin line we are now see-
ing between being poor and being sick. COVID-19 is 
revealing to us some disturbing truths in its clear, stark 
statistics.

If we are willing to open our eyes, we can see how poor 
people (disproportionately people of color) are dying at 
higher rates than others. We can see how the likelihood 
you have a pre-existing condition that enhances your 
virus danger is intimately tied to your economic strata; 
how poor families, cramped into tiny domestic spaces, 
have no saving option of separating onto different floors 
with different bathrooms if one person becomes ill; how 
the working poor have job categories—like nurse’s aide 
or elder care provider or factory line worker—where you 
cannot work at home to keep your job. There is no clear-
er time to see the tentacles of poverty than who and 
how many will die from this crisis.

The virus packs a double punch for those who are 
poor and homeless. Today, I would have thought I’d 
be going to work at the homeless shelter in my town, 
as I started doing regularly a couple of years ago as a 
volunteer. When the virus statistics began spiraling in 
mid-March, I wrote to the shelter manager that I would 
no longer be able to keep my commitment to come 
there. He was sympathetic and supportive; “Yes, I think 
it’s wise,” he wrote back. I am “old,” in the at-risk category, 
and everyone understands. I have a choice, regardless.

I worry about the many men and women in the shel-
ter, particularly my age and older. The shelter is set up 
with rows of bunk beds, closely positioned to house as 
many clients as possible who want a place to sleep and a 
warm meal. People stand in a crunched line to get their 
food, use the same couple of bathrooms for the 150 
people who are often there at one time. People cannot 
reasonably practice social distance.

I heard through our grapevine about the first cases, 
people in the shelter with symptoms. Everyone is scram-

bling, doing the best they can. They are putting sick 
people in a low-end motel, with a staff member to look 
in on them. No one has N-95 masks or gowns. The shel-
ter has put up makeshift boundaries (a wooden piece of 
rail, I think) around the reception desks so the staff have 
some measure of physical distance. It is all improvised, 
and the staff and residents all know that on some level 
it is a crap shoot.

Some homeless people may decide, perhaps rightly 
so, that their safest option is staying in the forest or on 
the streets. This can appear better than a shelter doing 
its best, but filled with coughing residents, kerchiefs for 
masks, and no guarantees. And so, I know the unshel-
tered will hang out during the day at an open drugstore, 
or library, or wander in a food store. How many people 
will be infected because “shelter in place” is not binding 
for those who have no safe space to shelter? Will our 
newspaper headlines be about the “dangerous homeless 
people infecting others” or will they sound the wake-up 
call about our interconnectedness, and the responsibility 
we have to look deeply at our own NIMBY efforts to 
keep affordable housing out of our neighborhood? 

The real testimony to our nation, and its future, is 
what lessons we will have learned when this COVID-19 
episode is over.
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On an Empty Stomach
Two Hundred Years of Hunger Relief

Tom Scott-Smith

$35.00 hardcover | $16.99 ebook
288 pages, 6 x 9, 13 b&w hafltones

"On an Empty Stomach is a highly engaging 
and well-written account of the shifts in 
conceptions of hunger and humanitarian 
responses to it over time. Scott-Smith's 
analysis paints a fascinating and complex 
picture of the ways in which changing so-
cial conditions have shaped the dilemmas 
facing humanitarians in different historical 
eras."—Jennifer Clapp, University of 
Waterloo, author of Hunger in the Balance 
and Food

"In a compelling, well-written, and 
engaging account, Scott-Smith shows how 
the historical moment guides aid workers 
toward a standardized intervention that 
conveniently ignores how local cultures 
think about and treat hunger.  An import-
ant contribution to medical anthropology 
and humanitarian studies."—Michael 
Barnett, George Washington University, 
author of Empire of Humanity

"Richly detailed, engagingly told and 
always insightful, Tom Scott-Smith's gene-
alogy redefines humanitarian history from 
the belly up. On an Empty Stomach leaves 
its reader with a very full mind."— Peter 
Redfield, author of Life in Crisis

On an Empty Stomach examines the practical techniques hu-
manitarians have used to manage and measure starvation, from 
Victorian "scientific" soup kitchens to space-age, high-protein 
foods. Tracing the evolution of these techniques since the start 
of the nineteenth century, Tom Scott-Smith argues that human-
itarianism is not a simple story of progress and improvement, 
but rather is profoundly shaped by sociopolitical conditions. Aid 
is often presented as an apolitical and technical project, but the 
way humanitarians conceive and tackle human needs has always 
been deeply inf luenced by culture, politics, and society. Txhese 
inf luences extend down to the most detailed mechanisms for 
measuring malnutrition and providing sustenance.

As Scott-Smith shows, over the past century, the humani-
tarian approach to hunger has redefined food as nutrients and 
hunger as a medical condition. Aid has become more individ-
ualized, medicalized, and rationalized, shaped by modernism 
in bureaucracy, commerce, and food technology. On an Empty 
Stomach focuses on the gains and losses that result, examining 
the complex compromises that arise between efficiency of distri-
bution and quality of care. Scott-Smith concludes that humani-
tarian groups have developed an approach to the empty stomach 
that is dependent on compact, commercially produced devices 
and is often paternalistic and culturally insensitive. 

Tom Scott-Smith is Associate Professor of Refugee 
Studies and Forced Migration at the Department of 
International Development, University of Oxford. He 
previously worked as a professional in humanitarian and 
development organizations. Follow him on Twitter  
@tomscottsmith.
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Traversing
Embodied Lifeworlds in the Czech Republic

Susanna Trnka

$44.95 hardcover | $22.99 ebook
222 pages, 6 x 9, 15 b&w halftones

Traversing is about our ways of seeing, experiencing, and moving 
through the world and how they shape the kinds of people we 
become. Drawing from concepts developed by two phenomeno-
logical philosophers, Martin Heidegger and Jan Patocka, and 
putting them in conversation with ethnographic analysis of the 
lives of contemporary Czechs, Susanna Trnka examines how 
embodiment is crucial for understanding our being-in-the-world.

In particular, Traversing scrutinizes three kinds of move-
ments we make as embodied actors in the world: how we move 
through time and space, be it by walking along city streets, glid-
ing across the dance floor, or clicking our way through digital 
landscapes; how we move toward and away from one another, 
as erotic partners, family members, or fearful, ethnic "others"; 
and how we move toward ourselves and the earth we live on.

Above all, Traversing focuses on tracing the ways in which 
the body and motion are fundamental to our lived experience 
of the world, so we can develop a better understanding of the 
empirical details of Czech society and what they can reveal to 
us about the human condition.

Susanna Trnka is a social and medical anthropologist at the 
University of Auckland. Her previous books include One Blue 
Child and Competing Responsibilities.

"In this beautifully written book, Trn-
ka deftly weaves over thirty years' worth 
of ethnographic work in Czechoslovakia 
and the Czech Republic into an astute 
argument for the importance of bodily 
engagements with technologies, nature 
and the world." —Amy Speier, University 
of Texas, Arlington, author of Fertility 
Holidays

" A vital contribution to the field of 
phenomenological anthropology, Tra-
versing deftly traces the contours of life 
in the contemporary Czech Republic 
along its worldly, finite, embodied, and 
technological dimensions. Trnka brilliantly 
interweaves ethnographic and phe-
nomenological insights together as she 
uncovers the complex existential realities 
that condition our multiple emplacements 
in time with others."—C. Jason Throop, 
University of California, Los Angeles

" A lucid and theoretically compelling ac-
count of contemporary Czech life, written 
with warmth and a welcoming curiosity 
about human experience and attuned 
to the qualities of movement that infuse 
everyday ways of being."—Sarah Pinto, 
Tufts University, author of The Doctor and 
Mrs. A
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your research for 
this book?

It’s one that continues to trouble me - in the book I tell 
the story of an elderly Czech woman who lived alone, 
was recovering from a severe injury, and became agora-
phobic, never leaving her small apartment but relying 
on social services to provide her with care. When her TV 
broke, she acquired a new one and it happened to be a 
Smart TV. She learned how to use the Internet and start-
ed to intensively communicate with her family members 
not only in the Czech Republic but around the world. 
She was suddenly on top of the latest news, fashion 
trends, arts and culture. She then learned how to do 
Internet shopping and started to transform the former 
Communist state apartment that she had lived in for 40 
years. I was torn between applauding her creativity and 
my concerns over how global communications enable 
her to live a life connected with others while remaining 
radically disconnected from the world just outside of 
her front door.

What do you wish you had known when you started 
writing your book, that you know now?

I wish I could have envisioned the huge range of topics 
the book would cover. In examining the dynamics of 
embodiment and focusing on the variety of ways we 
traverse or move through the world, I ended up looking 
at everything from ballroom dancing to bee-keeping! It 
made for a fascinating writing process, shifting from 
one facet of embodiment to another, but there were 
moments when I wasn’t sure how the book’s narra-
tive would hang together. But in the end, the theme 
of bodies-in-movement explored in relation to various 
philosophical concepts drawn from Heidegger, Patocka, 

and Havel, provided a solid foundation for a broad 
range of ethnographic examinations of, for ex-
ample, the making moods via food practices, the 
ambulatory aspects of urban nationalism, dance 
and gender-based violence, and attitudes toward 
being in nature.

How do you wish you could change the field of 
Anthropology?

 I feel honoured to be part of the field of anthropol-
ogy, given its focus on listening attentively to, and 
learning from, the voices of people from all walks 
of life. Rather than changing anthropology, I would 
like to further promote its emphasis on open-ended 
research. Ethnographic research doesn’t really work 
if you come into it with a pre-prepared agenda—it 
requires us to be open to learning from our inter-
locutors and following them, or “the field” of study 
wherever it might take us. It is often a transforma-
tional process and in this day and age of increasing 
audit, planning, and oversight of all parts of the 
research process, where we almost need to an-
nounce our findings before we can get a grant to 
go do our research, it is crucial to preserve a space 
in which knowledge is generated through encoun-
ters, collaboratively formed, and re-formed, by our 
interrelationships. The results are often surprising, 
but that is the gift of ethnography. As I put in in 
the book - Simply put, ethnography reveals how the 
world gives us many more options and much more 
variety that we can possibly think up ourselves, 
confronting and overturning our assumptions 
about “what must be” through a presentation of 
the radical alterities of “what is.”

Catching Up with Susanna Trnka
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loCkdown: the CentrAlItY of 
MoveMent In our lIves

Susanna Trnka

Movement is central to our lives, as our recent 
experiences of COVID-19 lockdown so viv-
idly demonstrate. Be it marathons run on bal-

conies, ballet performances staged in dancers’ kitchens, 
the simple pleasures many of us have experienced by 
walking down our neighborhood streets, or even just 
wheeling the garbage bins up the driveway, if nothing 
else, the lockdown has been a testimony to the vital im-
portance of movement for our physical, emotional, and 
mental well-being.

As the Czech philosopher Jan Patočka noted, move-
ment is fundamental to our being-in-the-world, under-
pinning how we see and therefore comprehend, objects 
and spaces. And as I explore in my book, Traversing: 
Embodied Lifeworlds in the Czech Republic, move-
ment molds how we consciously and unconsciously 
come to know and identify ourselves and the world in 
which we live. It undergirds how we both communicate 
and collectively create emotions, as well as how we con-
ceive and enact small acts of freedom.

The ethnographic analyses of movement I under-
take in Traversing draws on Patočka’s work, as well as 
the writings of his precursor, teacher, and some time 
philosophical rival, Martin Heidegger. While Heidegger 
highlighted how our understanding of what it means to 
be human must consider our bodily being-in-the-world, 
Patočka insisted on the importance of our ability to 
move, both as independent agents and inter-relational 
beings. I use their insights to examine our ways of see-
ing, experiencing, and moving through the world and 
the kinds of persons we become through them, a pro-
cess I refer to as traversing.

Traversing encompasses the social, cultural, and po-
litical dimensions of a variety of kinds of movement: how 
we move through time and space, be it by walking along 
city streets, gliding across the dance floor, or clicking our 
way across digital landscapes; how we move towards 
and away from one another, as erotic partners, family 
members, or fearful, ethnic “others”; and how we move 
towards ourselves and the earth we live upon, through 
activities as mundane, and simultaneously potentially 
transcendent, as exploring a forest or hosting a garden 
party.

Grounded in an ethnographic examination of Czech 
lifeways, Traversing explores how movement is not only 
fundamental to our basic, daily activities (i.e. getting up 

to cross the room or tracking an image with our eyes), 
but is a core facet of how we constitute history, ethnic-
ity, politics, religious identity, gender and sexuality, and 
family life. For example, for many residents of Prague 
strolling down the street reverberates with recognition 
of oneself as part of an imagined nation of Czechs who 
have, since the Middle Ages, walked across the same 
cobblestones, admiring the same vistas. This kind of 
walking is an act of tethering, of getting to know the 
ground beneath one’s feet and in doing so, recognizing 
how it anchors one to a particular space and time, inter-
linking a moment in the life of a city with a moment in 
one’s lifespan.

COVID-19 and its associated lockdowns, social dis-
tancing, international border closures, and quarantine 
regulations are reshaping how we think about public 
and private spaces, proximity, and touch. Now, perhaps 
more than ever, there is a need to understand how we 
experience our bodily being-in-the-world, including the 
dynamism inherent in how we constitute our identities, 
interpersonal relations, and senses of belonging and dis-
connect.
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meet his soybean sowing quota, two farm cadres often came to help him 
with his work – something that deeply impressed Nie and his fellow rightists. 
On Farm 853, brigade leader li Fuchun worked together with 
the rightists that he supervised, treated them as friends, and helped them 
with food supplies. When Yin Yi was transferred from the Yunshan Branch to 
Branch 5 of Farm 850, he was surprised by the “nearly benevolently relaxed 
attitude of the branch director – no work target, no rebukes, fairly good food 
supplies during the famine, and so on.107 Political instructor Liu Wen at the 
Yunshan Branch of Farm 850 was sympathetic towards and considerate of 
the rightists (and was demoted as a result). under these compassionate 
oFFicers, the rightists felt respected, were deeply grateful, and were highly 
motivated to work, even though their workloads remained heavy and the cold 
wind chilled them to the bone. To some extent, these farm officers acted as a 
buffer between the demanding state and the disadvantaged political pariahs. 
Anne Applebaum’s observation on the Soviet Gulag – “Life in a camp headed 
by a relatively liberal boss was not the same as life in a camp led by a sadist” – 
seems to have been true of Beidahuang.108 At the Yunshan Branch of Farm 
850, the same group of rightists fared well or miserably, depending on their 
farm cadre. When the sympathetic officer Liu Wen was dismissed, their situ-
ation dramatically deteriorated under the newly appointed officers Zhu and 
Lu, who treated them harshly and reprimanded them Frequent-
ly. They prolonged the working hours, cancelled holidays, disallowed people 
from talking while working, and enforced extra workloads on those who were 
considered less than dedicated. They not only used xunhua to dress down 
rightists but also applied physical punishment, such as denying 
Food and rest to those who could not complete their work targets.109 These 
disastrous changes were related to the Rectification Movement in the land 
reclamation region, but it also had to do with the individual personalities of 
cadres. Rightists tried to determine why some cadres treated them so badly. 
In the case of cadre Lu, Yin Yi believes that, due to his “working-class” back-
ground (of which he often boasted) and long service in the People’s Libera-
tion Army, Lu’s class consciousness and military indoctrination 
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Marriage and Marriageability
The Practices of Matchmaking between Men 
from Japan and Women from Northeast China

Chigusa Yamaura

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 ebook
216 pages, 6 x 9, 4 b&w halftones

How do the Japanese men and Chinese women who participate 
in cross-border matchmaking—individuals whose only interac-
tion is often just one brief meeting—come to see one another as 
potential marriage partners? Motivated by this question, Chigu-
sa Yamaura traces the practices of Sino-Japanese matchmaking 
from transnational marriage agencies in Tokyo to branch offices 
and language schools in China, from initial meetings to mar-
riage, the visa application processes, and beyond to marital life 
in Japan.

Engaging issues of colonial history, local norms, and the 
very ability to conceive of another or oneself as marriageable, 
Marriage and Marriageability rethinks cross-border marriage 
not only as a form of gendered migration, but also as a set of 
practices that constructs marriageable partners and imaginable 
marriages. Yamaura shows that instead of desiring different 
others, these transnational marital relations are based on the 
tactical deployment of socially and historically created concep-
tions of proximity between Japan and northeast China. Far from 
seeking to escape local practices, participants in these marriages 
actively seek to avoid transgressing local norms. By doing so on 
a transnational scale, they paradoxically reaffirm and attempt to 
remain within the boundaries of local marital ideologies.

Chigusa Yamaura is a Departmental Lecturer and Junior 
Research Fellow at the Nissan Institute of Japanese Studies and 
the Contemporary China Studies in the Oxford School of Global 
and Area Studies, and also Junior Research fellow at Wolfson 
College in the University of Oxford.

"Marriage and Marriageability makes some 
significant contribution to the study 
of marriage, transnational flows and 
mobility. It is based on a serious research 
and it is unique in bringing in the two 

'sides' or voices of both the Chinese brides 
and the Japanese men, mainly owing to 
the author's ability to communicate in 
both languages."—Ofra Goldstein-Gidoni, 
Tel Aviv University, author of Housewives 
of Japan and Packaged Japaneseness

"Chigusa Yamaura has written a book 
that is carefully researched and makes an 
important addition to a growing literature 
on cross-border marriage."—Joshua 
Hotaka Roth, Mount Holyoke College, 
author of Brokered Homeland
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your research for 
this book?

A transnational marriage broker told me that bro-
kered Japanese-Chinese marriages should not 
be based simply on money but also on destiny. In 
Japanese, both these words are pronounced en, so 
his comment was meant as a pun. Yet, the very 
same broker told me that as these are marriages 
between two individuals who are almost complete 
strangers—and thus often do not have any initial 
basis in feelings of love—they needed some degree 
of financial stability to sustain their marriage. Thus, 
money was also an important factor for these couples. 
This anecdote—it is about money, but not only about 
money—nicely captures the contradictions, strug-
gles, and ambiguities that faced many of the Japanese 
men and Chinese women I met during my research. 
As a result, as many of them tried to make sense of 
their marriages--within which economic inequalities 
played an inescapable role--they frequently turned to 
other cultural and historical sources for meaning.

What do you wish you had known when you started 
writing your book, that you know now?

That the book would be published eventually, and 
that I would be satisfied with the book! There is a lot 
of uncertainty involved in trying to complete a proj-
ect like this. Also, by the time the book was written 
and the project was concluded, that I would miss my 

informants. My ethnographic fieldwork really provid-
ed me with rare opportunities to meet people whom 
I otherwise would never have encountered.

How do you wish you could change the field of 
Anthropology?

It is not so much about changing the field of anthro-
pology, but more about rethinking seemingly old 
concepts in an alternative ways. I wanted to show 
marriage still matters in the field of anthropology. 
This book showed that marriage migration was not 
only a form of migration but also significantly a form 
of marriage. In particular, theorising marriageabil-
ity—the ability to perceive others as appropriate 
marriage partners and oneself as worthy of mar-
riage—was key to understanding the phenomenon 
of brokered Sino-Japanese cross-border marriages. 

At the same time, marriage should not be taken 
for granted within studies of marriage migration. By 
looking at “the unmarried” or “unmarriageable,” we 
can see that cultural practices concerning marriage 
also pertain to those who are seemingly excluded 
from marital relations. Moreover, looking at match-
making practices that appeared to fall outside of 
standard expectations brought into sharp relief how 
our perceptions of so-called regular marriages are 
constructed.

Catching Up with Chigusa Yamaura
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How did two strangers at the time of transnational 
marriage come to see one another as marriage-
able?

“Is he/she the right person?” “Do I really know him/
her?” “Will my parents accept our marriage?” “Will this 
marriage make me happy?”… and so on. These are 
common frequently asked questions for people con-
sidering marriage. Indeed, marrying someone remains 
a big decision. And when the marriage in question is 
with someone you have only met briefly at a meeting 
arranged through an agency, someone with whom you 
have only spoken via translator, these questions become 
particularly serious.

In Marriage and Marriageability: The Practices of 
Matchmaking between Men from Japan and Women 
from Northeast China, I examine transnational match-
making practices between Japanese men and Chinese 
women. Between 2009-2013, I traced the experiences of 
participants from transnational matchmaking agencies 
in Tokyo to several-day matchmaking tours to north-
east China, from Japanese language lessons for new 
Chinese brides in China to marital life back in Japan. In 
the process, I came to learn how the Japanese men and 
Chinese women involved came to see marriage to one 
another as possible.

Japan’s transnational matchmaking industry emerged 
in the late 1980s, originally catering to men in rural Ja-
pan. But by the time I began my research, it was not 
men from the countryside, but mainly middle-aged, 
white-collar businessmen living in urban areas who were 
engaging their services to find Chinese brides. The ma-
jority of bridal candidates were from northeast China. 
Not having professional skills or education, many of 
them believed that marriage offered them a path to a 
more secure life.

Economic inequalities are a necessary, but not suffi-
cient factor in explaining these Japanese-Chinese mar-
riages

Why did both sides choose to seek a partner through 
a transnational marriage agency? This is probably the 
first question that many of the readers will have. Certain-
ly, the economic inequalities existing between Japanese 
men and Chinese women are a crucial part of the story. 
Moreover, it was always Chinese women who moved to 
Japan, never the reverse. Correspondingly, it was Chi-
nese women who needed to learn a new language, new 

customs, and sometimes even take on a new Japanese 
name. Yet, as one marriage broker told me, “these mar-
riages should not only be about yen (Japanese money) 
but also about en/yuenfen (fate).” In other words, mon-
ey was essential but not everything. The participants 
needed to make sense of their own marriages on their 
own terms. They wanted to find meaning for their rela-
tionships, they wanted to be able to cast them as legiti-
mate and even natural.

What I wanted to show in Marriage and Marriage-
ability is that the Japanese-Chinese cross-border 
matchmaking practices I examined are not simply an-
other form of gendered migration rooted in global 
economic inequalities, they are also inextricably a form 
of marriage. It seems obvious, but by looking at these 
matchmaking practices through the lens of marriage, we 
can see how these men and women relied on, appro-
priated, and stretched local marital norms creatively in 
efforts to render their marriages acceptable and even 
ordinary.

The Japanese-Chinese marriages were brokered 
based on historically and socially created conceptions of 
similarity, familiarity, and proximity

Instead of desiring exotic or traditional partners, 
which scholars have observed in other types of trans-
national intimate relations, the participants I followed 
sought the similar and familiar. They used perceived 
physical, racial and cultural similarities strategically. They 
concealed undesired differences and inequalities. And 
sometimes they just reframed their differences as those 
ordinarily exist between men and women.

Interestingly, instead of treating the history of Japa-
nese colonialism as a cause for antagonism, participants 
framed it as a source of historical ties and feelings of 
familiarity between Japan and northeast China, with the 
flows of people between Japan and northeast China 
being a natural outcome.

Instead of seeing their marriages as exceptional or 
transgressive, they tried to frame their relations as “al-
most” like other domestic marriages. Japanese men 
would describe Chinese brides are “almost” like Japa-
nese women. Chinese women thought that they were 
marrying into a proximate community with a similar 
lifestyle, albeit located across a national border. Indeed, 
they did not want to transgress local norms concerning 
marriage and who counts as an appropriate marriage 

Chigusa Yamaura

trAnsnAtIonAl MArrIAge Between 
strAngers
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partner but rather sought to realize these as closely as 
possible on a transnational scale.

Did these marriages have a happy ending? The an-
swer is yes for some and no for others. Yet, do marriages 
generally have happy endings? Probably the answer is 
the same. Why is this question more frequently asked 
of transnational marriages? They are seen as based on 
multiple inequalities, which is true. However, inequali-
ties—particularly gendered ones—exist in many marital 
relations, and inequalities exist between the married and 
the unmarried as well. It may seem that for the Japa-
nese-Chinese marriages I studied these inequalities 
were particularly glaring, but by looking at how partici-
pants coped with these and sought to conform to social 
norms and expectations about marriage, it also sheds 
light on how much we take for granted about the pres-
sures and inequalities that also exist in so-called normal 
marriages.
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Far from the Caliph's Gaze
Being Ahmadi Muslim in the Holy City of 
Qadian

Nicholas H. A. Evans 

$27.95 paperback | $13.99 ebook
240 pages, 6 x9, 7 b&w halftones

"Far From the Caliph's Gaze is a remarkable 
introduction to contemporary Ahmadi 
life in India, a subject (and a Muslim 
subjectivity) which is ethnographically un-
derexplored and underrepresented. Evans 
wonderfully reworks the usual bromides 
about the relation of Islam to modernity."— 
Anand Vivek Taneja, Vanderbilt University, 
author of Jinnealogy

"Evans provides fascinating detail about 
the manner in which a close spiritual 
and organizational relationship with 
the Caliph is embedded in the life of 
residents of Qadian. This is a theoretically 
informed, empirically detailed study of the 
relationship between belief and doubt."—
Humeira Iqtidar, Kings College, author of 
Secularising Islamists

How do you prove that you're Muslim? 
This is not a question that most believers ever have to ask 

themselves, and yet for members of India's Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community, it poses an existential challenge. The Ahmadis 
are the minority of a minority—people for whom simply being 
Muslim is a challenge. They must constantly ask the question: 
What evidence could ever be sufficient to prove that I belong 
to the faith? 

In Far from the Caliph's Gaze Nicholas H. A. Evans explores 
how a need to respond to this question shapes the lives of Ah-
madis in Qadian in northern India. Qadian was the birthplace of 
the Ahmadiyya community's founder, and it remains a location 
of huge spiritual importance for members of the community 
around the world. Nonetheless, it has been physically separated 
from the Ahmadis' spiritual leader—the caliph—since partition, 
and the believers who live there now and act as its guardians 
must confront daily the reality of this separation even while 
attempting to make their Muslimness verifiable.

By exploring the centrality of this separation to the ethics of 
everyday life in Qadian, Far from the Caliph's Gaze presents a 
new model for the academic study of religious doubt, one that 
is not premised on a concept of belief but instead captures the 
richness with which people might experience problematic re-
lationships to truth.

Nicholas H. A. Evans is a Fellow in the Department of 
Anthropology at the London School of Economics and Political 
Science, and co-editor of Histories of Post-mortem Contagion.

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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froM IndIA to AMerICA And BACk 
AgAIn

Nicholas H. A. Evans

Exactly one hundred years ago this spring, Mufti 
Muhammad Sadiq arrived by boat in Philadelphia. 
Despite the fact that he stayed in America for only 

a few short years, he was to have a long-lasting impact 
on religious life in the States. Sadiq was the first mission-
ary of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community to reach the 
New World, and his teachings opened up novel spiritual 
possibilities for many, in particular African Americans 
seeking an alternative to Christianity. Decades later, his 
influence would reverberate among Jazz musicians as 
diverse as Art Blakey, Yusef Latif, Miles Davis, and even 
John Coltrane.

Sadiq was the first missionary of the Ahmadiyya Mus-
lim Community to reach the New World, and his teach-
ings opened up novel spiritual possibilities for many.

Mufti Sadiq’s story is particularly unusual because 
he and his fellow Ahmadi Muslims explicitly described 
themselves as “pioneers in the spiritual Colonization of 
the Western world.”* They were Indians—subjects at the 
time of the British Empire—and yet they understood 
that ideas didn’t have to travel only in a single direction 
from West to East. Moreover, they understood that 
when ideas did travel from colony to metropole, it wasn’t 
only white Europeans who had the right to be their car-
riers. After all, Sadiq felt himself to be the possessor of a 
world-conquering truth that his fellow missionaries had 
already introduced to London, and which he now had 
the duty of presenting to America. Remarkably, Sadiq’s 
mission was being directed and financed not from one 
of India’s major cities, but from a small rural town in Pun-
jab. In the first decades of the twentieth century, the 
town of Qadian was transformed into a bustling center 
of counter-Imperial flow, whence missionaries were dis-
patched to Europe, the USSR, West Africa, and other 
parts of Asia.

Mufti Sadiq’s story is particularly unusual because 
he and his fellow Ahmadi Muslims explicitly described 
themselves as “pioneers in the spiritual Colonization of 
the Western world.”*

Far From the Caliph’s Gaze tells the story of this 
town 100 years after Mufti Sadiq first landed in America. 
Nowadays, Qadian is infamous across South Asia as the 
origin point of what is often seen as modern Islam’s most 
persistent heresy. The noun ‘Qadiani’ is a derogatory 
phrase used to label Ahmadi Muslims everywhere. And 
yet the town has not been the center of the Ahmadiyya 

Movement since 1947 when the great caliph who sent 
Sadiq to America left for Pakistan. Far From the Caliph’s 
Gaze is the story of a town that once saw itself as the 
very center of the world, and now finds itself bereft of its 
beloved spiritual leader. It is a book about what it means 
to become the endangered minority of an endangered 
minority. It is about what the present-day inhabitants of 
Qadian feel that they owe to their founder and to their 
caliph. It is about what it means to be a witness to a uni-
versal truth when you find yourself at the margins of a 
global religious organization.
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Beyond Exception
New Interpretations of the Arabian Peninsula

Ahmed Kanna, Amélie Le Renard, and Neha Vora

$19.95 hardcover | $9.99 ebook
162 pages, 6 x 9, 1 b&w halftone

Over the nearly two decades that they have each been conducting 
fieldwork in the Arabian Peninsula, Ahmed Kanna, Amélie Le 
Renard, and Neha Vora have regularly encountered exoticizing 
and exceptionalist discourses about the region and its people, 
political systems, and prevalent cultural practices. These per-
sistent encounters became the springboard for this book, a re-
f lection on conducting fieldwork within a "field" that is marked 
by such representations. The three focus on deconstructing the 
exceptionalist representations that circulate about the Arabian 
Peninsula. They analyze what exceptionalism does, how it is 
used by various people, and how it helps shape power relations 
in the societies they study. They propose ways that this analysis 
of exceptionalism provides tools for rethinking the concepts that 
have become commonplace, structuring narratives and analyt-
ical frameworks within fieldwork in and on the Arabian Penin-
sula. They ask: What would not only Middle East studies, but 
studies of postcolonial societies and global capitalism in other 
parts of the world look like if the Arabian Peninsula was central 
rather than peripheral or exceptional to ongoing sociohistorical 
processes and representational practices? The authors explore 
how the exceptionalizing discourses that permeate Arabian Pen-
insula studies spring from colonialist discourses still operative 
in anthropology and sociology more generally, and suggest that 
de-exceptionalizing the region within their disciplines can offer 
opportunities for decolonized knowledge production.

Ahmed K anna is Associate Professor of Anthropology at 
University of the Pacific. He is author of Dubai, The City as 
Corporation, and has published articles in peer-reviewed journals 
including Cultural Anthropology, International Journal of Middle 
East Studies and Journal of Urban Affairs. Amélie Le Renard is 
Sociologist and Researcher at the Centre National de la Recher-
che Scientifique, and author of A Society of Young Women. Neha 
Vora is Associate Professor of Sociology and Anthropology at 
Lafayette College, and is author of Impossible Citizens and Teach 
for Arabia. Follow her on Twitter @nativeinformant.

"Upending stereotypes about and exoti-
cized representations of social life, politics, 
economics, and history in the Arabian 
Peninsula, this volume is a superb inter-
vention in the Anthropology of the Middle 
East. Taken from the prospective of their 
own uneasy experiences, realizations, and 
transformations, these ethnographers 
draw us into and beautifully convey the 
particular dynamics of these hardly 
unfamiliar worlds."—Mandana Limbert, 
Queens College and the Graduate Center, 
CUNY, author of In the Time of Oil
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Black Lives and Spatial Matters
Policing Blackness and Practicing Freedom in 
Suburban St. Louis

Jodi Rios

POLICE/WORLDS: STUDIES IN SECURITY, CRIME, AND GOVERNANCE

$27.95 paperback | $0.00 ebook
294 pages, 6 x 9, 20 b&w halftones, 5 maps

Black Lives and Spatial Matters is a call to reconsider the epistem-
ic violence that is committed when scholars, policymakers, and 
the general public continue to frame Black precarity as just an-
other racial, cultural, or ethnic conflict that can be solved solely 
through legal, political, or economic means. Jodi Rios argues 
that the historical and material production of blackness-as-risk 
is foundational to the historical and material construction of 
our society and certainly foundational to the construction and 
experience of metropolitan space. She also considers how an 
ethics of lived blackness—living fully and visibly in the face of 
forces intended to dehumanize and erase—can create a power-
ful counter point to blackness-as-risk.

Using a transdisciplinary methodology, Black Lives and Spa-
tial Matters studies cultural, institutional, and spatial politics of 
race in North St. Louis County, Missouri, as a set of practices 
that are intimately connected to each other and to global histo-
ries of race and race-making. As such, the book adds important 
insight into the racialization of metropolitan space and people 
in the United States. The arguments presented in this book 
draw from fifteen years of engaged research in North St. Louis 
County and rely on multiple disciplinary perspectives and local 
knowledge in order to study relationships between interconnect-
ed practices and phenomena.

Jodi Rios is a scholar, designer, and educator whose work is 
located at the intersection of physical, social, and political space.

"Black Lives and Spatial Matters is essential 
reading for scholars and students across 
disciplinary boundaries and research 
interests. Additionally, this monograph 
should be required for all elected officials 
and policy makers as this text is relevant 
to the lived experiences of residents of lo-
calized geographies whether these spaces 
are labeled urban, suburban, or terrain in 
between."—Aimee Meredith Cox, Yale 
University, author of Shapeshifters

"Jodi Rios presents an empirically rich 
and theoretically astute analysis of the 
causes and consequences of the Ferguson 
uprising. This astoundingly original 
and generative book establishes a new 
standard of excellence for the study of 
race, place, and power." —Frederick Moten

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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Intimacy Across the Fencelines examines intimacy in the form 
of sexual encounters, dating, marriage, and family that involve 
US service members and local residents. Rebecca Forgash an-
alyzes the stories of individual US service members and their 
Okinawan spouses and family members against the backdrop of 
Okinawan history, political and economic entanglements with 
Japan and the United States, and a longstanding anti-base move-
ment. The narratives highlight the simultaneously repressive 
and creative power of military "fencelines," sites of symbolic 
negotiation and struggle involving gender, race, and class that 
divide the social landscape in communities that host US bases.

Intimacy Across the Fencelines anchors the global US military 
complex and US-Japan security alliance in intimate everyday 
experiences and emotions, illuminating important aspects of 
the lived experiences of war and imperialism.

Rebecca Forgash is Professor of Anthropology at Metropol-
itan State University of Denver.

$54.95 hardcover | $26.99 ebook
282 pages, 6 x 9, 8 b&w halftones, 1 b&w line drawing, 2 maps

"In this carefully crafted book, Forgash's 
ethnographic inquiry into sex, affect, 
and the construction of new forms of 
sociality adds an important dimension to 
our understanding of the lived experience 
of war and imperialism."—Christopher 
Nelson, University of north Carolina, 
author of Dancing with the Dead

Intimacy across the Fencelines
Sex, Marriage, and the U.S. Military in 
Okinawa

Rebecca Forgash



36 C H A N G I N G  T H E  F I E L D  O F  A N T H R O P O L O G Y  O N E  B O O K  A T  A  T I M E

In International Intervention and the Problem of Legitimacy 
Andrew C. Gilbert argues for an ethnographic analysis of in-
ternational intervention as a series of encounters, focusing on 
the relations of difference and inequality, and the question of 
legitimacy that permeate such encounters. He discusses the 
transformations that happen in everyday engagements between 
intervention agents and their target populations, and also iden-
tifies key instabilities that emerge out of such engagements. 
Gilbert highlights the struggles, entanglements and inter-de-
pendencies between and among foreign agents, and the people 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina that channel and shape intervention and 
how it unfolds.

Drawing upon nearly two years of fieldwork studying in 
postwar Bosnia and Herzegovina, Gilbert's probing analysis 
identifies previously overlooked sites, processes, and effects of 
international intervention, and suggests new comparative op-
portunities for the study of transnational action that seeks to 
save and secure human lives and improve the human condition.

Above all, International Intervention and the Problem of Legiti-
macy foregrounds and analyzes the open-ended, innovative, and 
unpredictable nature of international intervention that is usually 
omitted from the ordered representations of the technocratic 
vision and the confident assertions of many critiques. 

Andrew C. Gilbert is Senior Researcher in the Ethnography 
Lab at the University of Toronto and Assistant Professor of An-
thropology at the University of Toronto, Mississauga.

$49.95 hardcover | $24.99 ebook
264 pages, 6 x 9, 7 b&w halftones

"This is an amazing and incredibly 
important book. By taking an ethno-
graphic approach to intervention and 
conceptualizing it as encounter, Gilbert is 
able to understand intervention in terms of 
its meanings for participants, both people 
living in Bosnia as well as for the inter-
veners."—Chip Gagnon, Ithaca College, 
author of The Myth of Ethnic War

"In this well written book, Gilbert not 
only shows that there are contradictions 
in the logic of the international en-
counter, but he shows in great detail 
how those contradictions are generated, 
managed, suppressed, or made visible."— 
Elizabeth Dunn, Indiana University, 
Bloomington, author of No Path Home

International Intervention and the 
Problem of Legitimacy
Encounters in Postwar Bosnia-Herzegovina

 
Andrew C. Gilbert
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

Field research always brings surprises.  
Once I was asked by a local official of 
the Organization for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe in the Bosnian town 
where I lived if I could act as a translator 
between him and a local woman active 
with returning refugees.  It seemed that 
she wanted to communicate with him 
without the presence of his local trans-
lator, but she did not know English and 
he did not know Bosnian.  I agreed and 
the meeting ended up producing some 
of the best insights of my research into 
the mediations and unexpected everyday 
encounters that shape how international 
interventions unfold.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

I wish I had known the difference be-
tween an excellent book and a perfect 
book—the latter does not exist and trying 
to achieve it will only bring frustration!

 

How do you wish you could change the 
field of Anthropology?

The field of Anthropology already finds 
itself in the grip of so many changes - 
many of them urgent.  The changes I 
would encourage and advance are devel-
oping under many signs—engaged, mil-
itant, public, applied, collaborative.  They 
all share the desire to rethink the bound-
aries we impose between ourselves and 
those we learn from and learn with, as 
well as the desire to push anthropologi-
cal practice beyond the academy.   This 
will mean discarding traditional forms of 
ethnographic authority, forging new re-
lations of accountability, and aiming for 
different audiences—and being willing 
to recognize and reward those who do so.

"They all share 

the desire to 

rethink the 

boundaries we 

impose between 

ourselves and 

those we learn 

from and learn 

with, as well as 

the desire to push 

anthropological 

practice beyond 

the academy. 

Catching Up with Andrew Gilbert
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Policing the Frontier
An Ethnography of Two Worlds in Niger

Mirco Göpfert

 

"Policing the Frontier is a great ethnography 
and an important contribution to the an-
thropology of the state in Africa, showing 
Nigerien gendarmes as frontiersmen, 
negotiating a vast space, a variegated 
society, and a state with limited capacity 
to enforce domain over it."—Olly Owen, 
Institute of Social and Cultural Anthropol-
ogy, University of Oxford

"With its focus on policing as work, this 
book offers an innovative approach to the 
study of bureaucracies in Africa—and be-
yond. Living with Nigerien gendarmes for 
over a year, the author observed closely 
how these public servants treaded their 
way between the life world of the rural 
population and the bureaucratic order. 
Written in an engaging prose, Policing the 
Frontier combines rich ethnographic detail 
with productive theoretical reflections on 
the relation between state and civil society, 
law and social justice, and the enormous 
challenges of police work."—Carola Lentz,  
Johannes Gutenberg University, Mainz

In Policing the Frontier, the second book in the Police/Worlds 
series Mirco Göpfert explores what it means to be a gendarme 
investigating cases, writing reports, and settling disputes in 
rural Niger. At the same time, he looks at the larger bureaucracy 
and the irresolvable tension between bureaucratic structures 
and procedures and peoples' lives. The world of facts and files 
exists on one side, and the chaotic and messy human world 
exists on the other.

Throughout Policing the Frontier, Göpfert contends that bu-
reaucracy and police work emerge in a sphere of constant and 
ambivalent connection and separation. Göpfert's frontier in 
Niger (and beyond) is seen through ideas of space, condition, and 
project, packed with constraints and possibilities, riddled with 
ambiguities, and brutally destructive yet profoundly empower-
ing. As he demonstrates, the tragedy of the frontier becomes as 
palpable as the true impossibility of police work and bureaucracy.

Mirco Göpfert is Professor of Anthropology in the Depart-
ment of Social and Cultural Anthropology at Goethe University, 
Frankfurt. He has published numerous articles and is co-editor 
of Police in Africa. Follow him on Twitter @mirco_goepfert.

POLICE/WORLDS: STUDIES IN SECURITY, CRIME, AND GOVERNANCE

$24.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
192 pages, 6 x 9, 1 maps GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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In The Frontier Effect, Teo Ballvé challenges the notion that 
in Urabá, Colombia, the cause of the region's violent history 
and unruly contemporary condition is the absence of the state. 
Although he takes this locally oft-repeated claim seriously, he 
demonstrates that Urabá is more than a case of Hobbesian po-
litical disorder.

Through his insightful exploration of war, paramilitary 
organizations, grassroots support and resistance, and drug-re-
lated violence, Ballvé argues that Urabá, rather than existing in 
statelessness, has actually been an intense and persistent site 
of state-building projects. Indeed, these projects have thrust to-
gether an unlikely gathering of guerilla groups, drug-trafficking 
paramilitaries, military strategists, technocratic planners, local 
politicians, and development experts each seeking to give con-
crete coherence to the inhbalvevverently unwieldy abstraction 
of "the state" in a space in which it supposedly does not exist. By 
untangling this odd mix, Ballvé reveals how Colombia's violent 
conflicts have produced surprisingly coherent and resilient, if 
not at all benevolent, regimes of rule.

Teo Ballvé is Assistant Professor in Peace and Conflict Studies 
and Geography at Colgate University. He is the former editor 
of the NACLA Report on the Americas, published by the North 
American Congress on Latin America.

CORNELL SERIES ON LAND: NEW PERSPECTIVES ON TERRITORY, DEVELOPMENT, 

AND ENVIRONMENT

$27.95 paperback | $13.99 ebook
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" The Frontier Effect is a fascinating 
book that explores the process of state 
making—in the 'absence of the state'—in 
Colombia's conflicted Urabá region."—
Lesley Gill, Vanderbilt University, author 
of The School of Americas

"Teo Ballvé's The Frontier Effect is an 
exceptionally well written book, an 
ethnographically rich and theoretically 
innovative contribution to multiple schol-
arly disciplines including Latin America 
Studies, Geography, Anthropology, and 
Political Science."—Winifred Tate, Colby 
College, author of Drugs, Thugs, and 
Diplomats

"This book helps us make sense of 
Colombia's never-ending war. Through a 
brilliant mix of history, ethnography, and 
political economy, Ballvé turns conven-
tional scholarly wisdom on its head: it's not 
the absence of the state that creates chaos 
in Colombia's frontier zones but struggles 
over its presence that help explain the 
violence."—Greg Grandin, Yale University, 
author of Fordlandia

The Frontier Effect
State Formation and Violence in Colombia

Teo Ballvé 
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

At one point, a leader of a right-wing, 
drug-trafficking paramilitary group—
some real bad guys—take him on a 
two-day tour through the Colombian 
countryside of all the state-building 
projects they did (built schools, bridges, 
organized community groups). They 
did these things while also conducting 
a scorched earth counterinsurgency 
campaign. These ultra-violent, drug-traf-
ficking militias even organized peasant 
cooperatives and NGOs.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

Within most accounts of Colombia's war, 
the right-wing paramilitaries are seen 
as anti-peasant death squads. And they 
were! They're definitely one of the "bad 
guys" of the story. But what's been over-
looked and what surprised him so much 
is that these militias also managed to 
build a pretty significant base of popular 
support among peasant communities.

 

How do you wish you could change the 
field of Anthropology?

Through close, ethnographic research on 
the micromechanics of the civil war and 
the intimate relations between civilian 
communities and combatant groups, the 
book challenges a lot of the conventional 
thinking about civil wars (particularly, 
simplistics views about the resource 
curse, greed vs grievance, New Wars). 

"The book 
challenges 
a lot of the 
conventional 
thinking about 
civil war."

Catching Up with Teo Ballvé
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To Be an Entrepreneur
Social Enterprise and Disruptive Development 
in Bangladesh

Julia Qermezi Huang

"To Be an Entrepreneur makes a significant 
contribution to a number of academic 
literatures in anthropology, develop-
ment studies and beyond. It adds an 
ethnographically rich and analytically so-
phisticated case to the growing literature 
on social enterprises in international 
development."—Anke Schwittay, Univer-
sity of Sussex, author of New Media and 
International Development

"A very well researched and written book. 
Huang forges an organic link between 
anthropological theories on the new 
entrepreneurship and her own empirical 
findings and weaves these together in 
a seamless narrative."—Naila Kabeer, 
London School of Economics, author 
of Social Protection as Development Policy

In To Be an Entrepreneur, Julia Qermezi Huang focuses on 
Bangladesh's iAgent social-enterprise model, the set of eco-
nomic processes that animate the delivery of this model, and 
the implications for women's empowerment. The book offers 
new ethnographic approaches that reincorporate relational 
economics into the study of social enterprise. It details the 
tactics, dilemmas, compromises, aspirations, and unexpected 
possibilities that digital social enterprise opens up for women 
entrepreneurs, and reveals the implications of policy models 
promoting women's empowerment: the failure of focusing on 
individual autonomy and independence.

While describing the historical and incomplete transition of 
Bangladesh's development models from their roots in a patron-
age-based moral economy to a market-based social-enterprise ar-
rangement, Huang concludes that market-driven interventions 
fail to grasp the sociopolitical and cultural contexts in which 
poverty and gender inequality are embedded and sustained.

Julia Qermezi Huang is a Lecturer in Anthropology of De-
velopment at the University of Edinburgh. She is the author 
of Tribeswomen of Iran. Follow her on Twitter @Juli_Q_Huang.

$28.95 paperback | $13.99 ebook
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BAnglAdesh’s woMen entrepreneurs 
rAllY AgAInst CovId-19

Julia Qermezi Huang

I recently joined a COVID-19-themed Zoom session 
with 25 women entrepreneurs living in rural parts 
of Bangladesh who are trained to provide informa-

tion-and technology-based services to village residents.
The session and the eSheBee program of which the 

women are a part are led by experienced social entre-
preneur Mosharrof Hossain, a native of Bangladesh. 
Over the past several weeks, these women have par-
ticipated in eLearning courses via their smartphones in 
order to become COVID-19 first responders. Their role 
will be to generate awareness about health practices and 
disseminate the government’s advice about mitigating 
the spread of the COVID-19 virus. They will counter 
social-media misinformation that advocates treatments 
such as shaving one’s head and rubbing saline in one’s 
nose to protect against COVID-19.

When the nation-wide lockdown of Bangladesh be-
gan on March 26, 2020, people were advised to remain 
off the streets. The concepts of sheltering in place and 
social distancing in Bangladesh, however, are tricky ones 
to put into practice.

The crisis they will respond to is not just—and not 
even primarily—a public health crisis, but a humanitarian 
one.

Rural families often consist of a dozen members liv-
ing together in a single dwelling and who span 3-4 gen-
erations. Families live each day on the income (or prod-
ucts) that their members have earned that day. Their 
loss of mobility means the loss of income, which means 
the inability to purchase food. According to recent re-
ports, fourteen percent of families now have no food at 
home, and over seventy percent have lost their source 
of livelihood. This situation is less a public-health crisis, 
Asif Saleh, Executive Director of BRAC tells us than “a 
humanitarian crisis with a public health dimension.”

Alongside relief efforts promised by the govern-
ment’s Disaster Management and Relief Ministry and 
coming from large-scale NGOs such as BRAC, Ban-
gladesh’s female entrepreneurs from programs such as 
eSheBee are also being mobilized.

These young women are trained to provide digi-
tal-technology-based services to marginalised villagers. 
Until the recent shutdown, most of their work covered 
a vast territory. In different villages during the course 
of a day, rural entrepreneurs measured blood pressure, 
checked blood-glucose levels, and provided pregnancy 

tests. They topped up mobile-phone airtime, arranged 
digital remittances, and helped migrant workers abroad 
to skype with their relatives in Bangladesh. They also 
helped people to access government poverty-allevi-
ation schemes. Now, in addition to key health-related 
information, these women will deliver medicine, essen-
tial goods, and vital information to vulnerable families so 
people can remain safely at home.

In 2013-14, I conducted ethnographic research 
among women entrepreneurs in rural areas in north-
western Bangladesh. My book, To Be an Entrepreneur, 
documents their trials and tribulations as they attempt-
ed to mobilize their social lives and social contacts in 
new and entrepreneurial ways, while also harnessing 
market opportunities to support their families and ex-
tended kinship groups. These brave women struggled 
against social expectations that women should stay at 
home, faced stigma as they rode bicycles from village 
to village, and experienced anxiety when they could not 
convince fellow villagers to pay for the services they 
provided.

But these women also built a strong community of 
fellow entrepreneurs who faced similar challenges, ex-
perienced the pride of earning their own incomes for 
the first time, and began to dream of futures where their 
families could rely on them as much as they relied on 
their families.

While I attended the COVID-19 eLearning session 
for eSheBee women entrepreneurs, I witnessed good 
practice in online education (a skill with which all edu-
cators across the world are also experimenting). I saw 
the women’s dedication to continuing to contribute to 
the health and wellness of their communities, even at a 
time when their livelihoods and opportunities for earn-
ing were temporarily closing down due to the mandates 
of the pandemic.

Crises such as these (and Bangladesh is certainly no 
stranger to them) often open windows for new kinds of 
actors to gain social recognition, and I hope that Bangla-
desh’s rural women entrepreneurs are recognized for the 
care, service, and valor they will be contributing in the 
coming weeks and months.
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"Remains of Socialism is a beautifully 
crafted, well-argued book that offers 
original insight into postsocialism and the 
politics of memory.  Through lyrical prose 
and careful analysis, Nadkarni makes clear 
that the stakes of remembering our past 
are tied not only to making sense of our 
present. The continued legacy of socialist 
remains also shape how we might chart 
collective futures."—Jessica Greenberg, 
University of Illinois, author of After the 
Revolution

"Remains of Socialism is an extremely 
well-written book, that interweaves film 
analysis with analysis of public events, 
spatial practices, public institutions, 
everyday objects, fictional and non-fic-
tional literature and words of people 
from a variety of social positions in order 
to distill an argument about something 
difficult to wrap our minds around—our 
confusing temporalities."—Marko Živković, 
University of Alberta, author of Serbian 
Dreambook

In Remains of Socialism, Maya Nadkarni investigates the chang-
ing fates of the socialist past in postsocialist Hungary. She in-
troduces the concept of "remains"—both physical objects and 
cultural remainders—to analyze all that Hungarians sought to 
leave behind after the end of state socialism.

Spanning more than two decades of postsocialist transforma-
tion, Remains of Socialism follows Hungary from the optimism of 
the early years of transition to its recent right-wing turn toward 
illiberal democracy. Nadkarni analyzes remains that range from 
exiled statues of Lenin to the socialist-era "Bambi" soda, and 
from discredited official histories to the scandalous secrets of 
the communist regime's informers. She deftly demonstrates 
that these remains were far more than simply the leftovers of an 
unwanted past. Ultimately, the struggles to define remains of so-
cialism and settle their fates would represent attempts to deter-
mine the future—and to mourn futures that never materialized.

Maya Nadkarni is Associate Professor of Anthropology in 
the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at Swarthmore 
College.

$28.95 hardcover | $13.99 ebook
252 pages, 6 x 9, 13 b&w halftones

Remains of Socialism
Memory and the Futures of the Past in 
Postsocialist Hungary

Maya Nadkarni
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pAndeMIC And the legACIes of stAte 
soCIAlIsM

Maya Nadkarni

Why did the first wave of the novel coronavirus 
pandemic hit much of Eastern Europe less 
harshly than Western Europe and North 

America? Over the past months in Hungary, commen-
tators have proposed a number of explanations: from 
the controversial decree giving quasi-dictatorial powers 
to Hungary’s prime minister, Viktor Orbán, to the pop-
ulation’s general mistrust of the public health infrastruc-
ture, to the simple fact of timing, given that the country 
went into lockdown before the virus had taken hold out-
side of nursing homes and health facilities.

Of course, it is too early to render definitive judg-
ment, particularly at a moment when the loosening of 
the border and social restrictions means that the number 
of infections is beginning to grow across the region. But 
during my time living in Budapest this spring as a fellow 
at the Institute for Advanced Study at Central Europe-
an University, I have been struck by how many of these 
explanations have reached back to the state-socialist 
past to explain and alleviate present-day uncertainty.

My book, Remains of Socialism: Memory and the Fu-
tures of the Past in Postsocialist Hungary, examines the 
shifting fates of socialism’s legacies—and their uses in 
making sense of the disappointments and frustrations 
of postsocialism. Based on long-term ethnographic 
and archival research, it spans more than twenty years 
of political and social transformation. It begins with the 
optimism of the early years of transition and ends with 
the political and economic crises that inspired Hungary’s 
recent turn towards right-wing authoritarianism and il-
liberal democracy.

The book introduces the concept of “remains”—both 
physical objects and cultural remainders—to symbolize 
all that Hungarians sought to cast aside after the end 
of the regime. These remains were far more than sim-
ply the easily banished leftovers of an unwanted past. 
Instead, they embodied the contradictions at the heart 
of the experience of late state socialism, which many 
Hungarians experienced as painful injustice and op-
pression and a relatively peaceful and materially secure 
existence: that is, both despised statues of Lenin and the 
modest luxuries of “refrigerator socialism.”

Today, such ambivalence is visible in a public culture 
in which opinion polls consistently demonstrate that the 
majority of Hungarians regard the late years of state so-
cialism more positively than the decades that followed, 

and yet the avowedly anti-communist Fidesz has won 
each election since 2010. It is similarly apparent in the 
mix of historical interpretations that greeted the Fidesz 
government’s top-down emergency measures in the 
first months of the pandemic. Some people I spoke with 
likened prime minister Orbán to Hungary’s Stalin (the 
1950s communist leader Mátyás Rákosi). Others noted 
that Orbán’s attempts to portray himself as a paternalis-
tic figure of care—often photographed touring hospitals 
and meeting airplanes carrying ventilators from China—
were similar to those of the avuncular János Kádár, who 
ruled Hungary during its decades of “goulash commu-
nism.”

Meanwhile, the experience of state socialism may 
have prepared Hungary’s citizenry, however unwillingly, 
for the current moment. As political scientist András 
Bozóki argues, living under the restrictions of Kádár’s 
Hungary was its own form of quarantine. Such isolation 
may have trained its subjects to be resigned, self-reliant, 
and to welcome strong leadership—even as they also re-
garded the government’s pronouncements with suspi-
cion. And news reports suggest that the BCG tubercu-
losis vaccine, still mandatory across much of the former 
Soviet bloc, may offer a degree of protection that those 
in more “advanced” nation-states no longer enjoy.

Ultimately, the most likely explanation is the timing 
of the Fidesz government’s interventions. While it ini-
tially had planned to pursue a more relaxed strategy in 
handling the virus, it quickly bowed to internal and op-
positional pressures and instituted strict border controls 
and social measures before the virus had broadly spread 
throughout the country. But, as sociologist József 
Böröcz notes, the temporal lag between the first cas-
es in Western Europe versus the East also sheds new 
light upon Hungary’s experience of being stigmatized 
as “backward” more generally, since both state social-
ism and the failures of transition have left Hungary less 
integrated into the international flows of people and 
capital that enabled the virus to move across the globe 
so swiftly. 

As plans for the future are thrown into question and 
the pre-pandemic past quickly recedes into nostalgia, 
Hungary’s remains of the socialist past have thus not 
only represented unpalatable historical legacies to dis-
card. They also, ironically, have become one of the ways 
to cope with and make sense of the present.
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Tales from Albarado revisits times of excitement and loss in 
early 1990s Albania, in which about a dozen pyramid firms 
collapsed and caused the country to fall into anarchy and a near 
civil war. To gain a better understanding of how people from all 
walks of life came to invest in these financial schemes and how 
these schemes became intertwined with everyday transactions, 
dreams, and aspirations, Smoki Musaraj looks at the materiality, 
sociality, and temporality of financial speculations at the mar-
gins of global capital. She argues that the speculative financial 
practices of the schemes were enabled by official financial 
infrastructures (such as the postsocialist free-market reforms), 
by unofficial economies (such as transnational remittances), 
as well as by historically specific forms of entrepreneurship, 
transnational social networks, and desires for a European mo-
dernity. Overall, these granular stories of participation in the 
Albanian schemes help understand neoliberal capitalism as a 
heterogeneous economic formation that intertwines capitalist 
and noncapitalist forms of accumulation and investment. 

Smoki Musaraj is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Ohio 
University, and co-author of Money at the Margins.

$25.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
216 pages, 6 x 9, 12 b&w halftones

"This is an excellent piece of work, on 
a crucial topic for intensive local 
ethnography of the temporal disjunctures 
and varied monetary, cultural and 
organizational/bureaucratic interfaces 
of the present world. And it offers 
conceptual, methodological and 
comparative-theoretical themes."—Jane I. 
Guyer, Johns Hopkins University

"Musaraj does an excellent job of 
conveying the processes whereby people 
were drawn into the spiraling intensity of 
pyramid schemes—based on reasonable 
expectations fueled by the media—and the 
speed with which they collapsed."—Martha 
Lampland, University of California, author 
of The Value of Labor

Tales from Albarado
Ponzi Logics of Accumulation in Postsocialist 
Albania

Smoki Musaraj

Naturally the suicide terrorist draws the most attention from the public and in 
research because of the spectacular drama and human mystery he embodies. 
However, the story of suicide terrorism goes beyond the figure and action of 
the terrorist himself. Suicide terroriSm iS a collective project, be-
hind which stands a complex political, religious, and operational system: the 
organization and, within it, the cell—a group of people each of whose mem-
bers is necessary but not sufficient, and there is division of labor and coordi-
nation among them. It is no coincidence that we know of no solo suicide ter-
rorist, acting as a lone wolf. The primary reason for this is practical. unlike 
terroriSm with gunS and kniveS, the suicide terrorist requires means, 
planning, and administration, which individual spontaneity cannot provide. 
There is another reason too: the suicide terrorist does not have the personal-
ity or social skills to become a terrorist on his own. He is not autonomous or 
creative, nor does he possess enough initiative. This is shown, among other 
things, by his patterns of behavior in the target area. Only rarely did a Pal-
estinian suicide terrorist stray from the Simple inStructionS laid out 
for him to overcome unexpected obstacles and facilitate the mission. The 
Palestinian human bomb participates in a dynamic system that contains the 
following elements: a demolition expert who constructs and camoufl ages 
the explosive charge; purchasers of various items, from the raw materials of 
explosive charges (chemical fertilizer, nails, cellular phones, containers, and 
so on. Such itemS were often purchaSed in iSrael since Palestinian 
shops where these things are available were under surveillance), to clothing 
for disguise as an Israeli; people to locate and lease hideout apartments and 
a team of lookouts to avoid discovery; scouts and informers to fi nd can-
didates for recruitment and provide information about them; recruiters for 
suicide terrorists, who persuade them to commit themselves; gatherers of in-
formation about targets in Israel; videographerS and photographerS 
reSponSible for preparing the teStament; car thieves and document 
forgers; money men who transfer cash to fi nance the apartments and the 
explosive laboratories, the acquisition of materiel, payment to the activists, 
and compensation to the families; clergymen who provide a sacred canopy 
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so on. Such itemS were often purchaSed in iSrael since Palestinian 
shops where these things are available were under surveillance), to clothing 
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explosive laboratories, the acquisition of materiel, payment to the activists, 
and compensation to the families; clergymen who provide a sacred canopy 



48 C H A N G I N G  T H E  F I E L D  O F  A N T H R O P O L O G Y  O N E  B O O K  A T  A  T I M E

Focusing on language and media in Asian Russia, particularly 
in Buryat territories, Mixed Messages engages debates about the 
role of minority media in society, alternative visions of moder-
nity, and the impact of media on everyday language use. Graber 
demonstrates that language and the production, circulation, and 
consumption of media are practices by which residents of the 
region perform and negotiate competing possible identities. 

What languages should be used in newspapers, magazines, 
or radio and television broadcasts? Who should produce them? 
What kinds of publics are and are not possible through media? 
How exactly do discourses move into, out of, and through 
the media to affect everyday social practices? Mixed Messages 
addresses these questions through a rich ethnography of the 
Russian Federation's Buryat territories, a multilingual and 
multiethnic region on the Mongolian border with a complex 
relationship to both Europe and Asia.

Mixed Messages shows that belonging in Asian Russia is a 
dynamic process that one cannot capture analytically by using 
straightforward categories of ethnolinguistic identity. 

Kathryn E. Graber is Assistant Professor of Anthropology 
and Central Eurasian Studies at Indiana University.

$29.95 paperbacl | $14.99 ebook
288 pages, 6 x 9, 18 b&w halftones, 3 maps

"Graber provides a multifaceted picture 
of Buryat language and identity as 
enacted and reinforced in a wide range of 
contexts, including through the sphere of 
Buryat-language media, making Mixed 
Messages a significant contribution to the 
study of language and identity among 
non-Russian peoples in Russia."—Jen-
nifer Dickinson, Associate Professor of 
Anthropology, University of Vermont

"Mixed Messages is beautifully written 
throughout, with clear, confident 
prose that brings to life some of the 
key concepts and insights of linguistic 
anthropology."—Douglas Rogers, Yale 
University, author of The Depths of Russia

Mixed Messages
Mediating Native Belonging in Asian Russia

Kathryn E. Graber
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Black Lives Matter has flowered well beyond the 
US to become a global movement, giving us an 
opportunity—and a moral obligation—to think 

more critically about how racism functions in diverse 
societies. In some national-political contexts, protesters 
have directed their outrage toward symbols of specifi-
cally Black oppression, toppling statues of slave traders. 
In other contexts with histories of colonialism, the move-
ment has become about oppression more generally, an 
impetus, from Manitoba to Australia, to reckon with the 
structural violence directed at colonized peoples.

In Russia, the Moment Is… Complicated
The Black Lives Matter movement has struck a nerve, 

but it has not prompted widespread empathetic pro-
tests or a real reckoning with Russia’s own race relations. 
Most Russian commentators have focused on isolated 
incidents of looting and unruliness among protesters. 
More crucially, they have treated BLM and the struc-
tural inequality that provoked it as essentially American 
problems, such that they don’t see any reason to turn 
criticism inward.

Is Russian Racism Definitionally Impossible?
This attitude has a long history. Soviet discourse 

during the Cold War held that racism was a problem of 
the capitalist West, particularly the United States. So-
viet nationalities policies focused on mixing rather than 
segregation, encouraging extensive internal migration 
between far-flung parts of the Soviet Union and its 
“brother republics.” Early Soviet biologists studied the 
physiological benefits of racial mixing in border repub-
lics like Buryatia, directly challenging Nazi “race science.” 
Linguists emphasized the mutual influence of languages 
on one another.

Some of this might sound like colonialism. But indig-
enous peoples were supposed to have been liberated 
from Russian colonialism by Soviet socialism, so it was 
definitionally impossible for Soviet minorities to be co-
lonial subjects. This narrative has had remarkable staying 
power, and racism within contemporary Russia remains, 
even in the era of BLM, largely undiscussed. So, is Rus-
sian racism impossible?
Short Answer: No

Most non-Slavic people understand themselves as 
racialized within Russia, without necessarily using the 

term. Racism especially impacts labor migrants from 
Central Asia and the Caucasus, as well as members of 
Russia’s many ethnolinguistic minorities.

My book, Mixed Messages: Mediating Native Belong-
ing in Asian Russia, examines the history and politics of 
one such native minority, the Buryats of southeastern 
Siberia. I focus on language, which has been the main 
criterion for ethnonational belonging in the Buryat ter-
ritories, and on the media that reify expectations about 
who speaks “good” Buryat and, thus, is a “good Buryat.”

Drawing on ethnographic research conducted since 
2005, I argue in the book that contemporary native Si-
berians like the Buryats negotiate impossible expecta-
tions, leveled by both themselves and others. They are 
racialized within Russia as exotic Asians, but they are 
also supposed to be somehow European and quintes-
sentially modern, a “bridge” for European Russians to 
a wilder East. The core tension examined in the book 
is that people expect local Buryat institutions such as 
newspapers to affirm indigenous language and cul-
ture—and, as illustrated throughout the book, they gen-
uinely do represent key means for negotiating Buryat 
belonging—but the forms they take are also assimilatory 
and hyperinstitutional.

Local Institutions Are Also Operating within a 
Broader Sociopolitical Context in Russia That Has 
Become Increasingly Racist

In Moscow, St. Petersburg, and other cities far from 
Buryatia, people routinely mistake Buryats for Chinese 
immigrants, based on racialized assumptions about Rus-
sia’s citizenry and who inhabits its cities. Xenophobia, 
graffiti proclaiming “Russia for the (ethnic) Russians!,” 
and periodic hate crimes against Buryats in western 
Russian cities remind Buryats of their precarious status 
in Russia’s racial hierarchy. Young people sometimes 
identify as “Black” based on this racialized inequality 
and what they see as a shared urban or working-class 
lifestyle.

Whether this perceived likeness grows into political 
action for racial justice remains to be seen. At present, it 
seems unlikely that BLM will be the catalyst for reckon-
ing with racism in Russia, for reasons unpacked further in 
the book. But that doesn’t make the problem go away.

rACIAl polItICs In putIn’s russIA
Kathryn E. Graber
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From the 1880s to 1940, French colonial officials, business-
men and soldiers, returning from overseas postings, brought 
home wooden masks and figures from Africa. This imperial 
and cultural power-play is the jumping-off point for a story that 
travels from sub-Saharan Africa to Parisian art galleries; from 
the pages of fashion magazines, through the doors of the Louvre, 
to world fairs and international auction rooms; into the apart-
ments of avant-garde critics and poets; to the streets of Harlem, 
and then full-circle back to colonial museums and schools in 
Dakar, Bamako, and Abidjan. 

John Warne Monroe guides us on this journey, one that goes 
far beyond the world of Picasso, Matisse, and Braque, to show 
how the Modernist avant-garde and the European colonial proj-
ect inf luenced each other in profound and unexpected ways. 
Metropolitan Fetish reveals the complex trajectory of African 
material culture in the West and provides a map of that passage, 
tracing the interaction of cultural and imperial power. A broad 
and far-reaching history of the French reception of African art, it 
brings to life an era in which the aesthetic category of "primitive 
art" was invented. 

John Warne Monroe is Associate Professor of History at 
Iowa State University. He is the author of Laboratories of Faith.

$45.00 hardcover | $21.99 ebook
368 pages, 6 x 9, 117 b&w halftones, 1 map, 10 color plates

"This well-written study will be valuable 
for art scholars at all levels."—M. Miller, 
Louisiana State University

"While traditional African art continues to 
capture new audiences, John Monroe tells 
the fascinating story of how it all began. 
We meet the avant-garde visionaries 
who looked beyond the ethnographic, 
re-classifying African material culture as 

'Art.' A book full of historical pioneers you 
will want to get to know. Highly recom-
mended!"—Bruno Claessens, European 
Director of African Art, Christie's

"This is a profoundly important book. Ele-
gantly written and lavishly illustrated, Met-
ropolitan Fetish will establish itself as a 
landmark in the history of the reception of 
African art in the West."—Christopher B. 
Steiner, author of African Art in Transit

Metropolitan Fetish
African Sculpture and the Imperial French 
Invention of Primitive Art

John Warne Monroe
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Africa requires a new agricultural transformation that is appro-
priate for Africa, that recognizes the continent's diverse envi-
ronments and climates, and that takes into account its histories 
and cultures while benefiting rural smallholder farmers and 
their families.

In this boldly optimistic book, Sir Gordon Conway, Ousmane 
Badiane, and Katrin Glatzel describe the key challenges faced 
by Africa's smallholder farmers and present the concepts and 
practices of Sustainable Intensification (SI) as opportunities to 
sustainably transform Africa's agriculture sector and the liveli-
hoods of millions of smallholders. The way forward, they write, 
will be an agriculture sector deeply rooted within SI: producing 
more with less, using fertilizers and pesticides more prudently, 
adapting to climate change, improving natural capital, adopting 
new technologies, and building resilience at every stage of the 
agriculture value chain.

Food for All in Africa envisions a virtuous circle generated 
through agricultural development rooted in SI that results in 
greater yields, healthier diets, improved livelihoods for farmers, 
and sustainable economic opportunities for the rural poor that 
in turn generate further investment. It describes the benefits 
of digital technologies for farmers and the challenges of trans-
forming African agricultural policies and creating effective and 
inspiring leadership.

Food for All in Africa demonstrates why we should take on 
the challenge and provides ideas and methods through which 
it can be met. 

Sir Gordon Conway is Professor of International Devel-
opment at Imperial College London. He was previously Chief 
Scientific Advisor to the UK Department for International 
Development, President of the Rockefeller Foundation, and 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Sussex. He is author of 
The Doubly Green Revolution and One Billion Hungry.

COMSTOCK PUBLISHING A SSOCIATES

$24.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook
342 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w halftones, 1 b&w line drawing, 10 maps, 
38 charts

"Food for All in Africa is truly gripping and 
provides an easy-to-follow pictoral expo-
sition that will facilitate access by policy 
makers. This work, synthesizing core 
findings from the decades of experience of 
the preeminent expert authors in the areas 
of sustainable agriculture, is both welcome 
and important."—Steven Haggblade, 
Michigan State

"Food for All in Africa is very impressive. 
Elegant and readable, it is a significant 
contribution to the discussion of food 
security in Africa."—Sir Charles Godfray, 
University of Oxford

 

Food for All in Africa
Sustainable Intensification for African 
Farmers 

Gordon Conway, Ousmane Badiane, and Katrin 
Glatzel

Ousmane Badiane  is recipient of 
the Africa Food Prize (2015), a Distin-
guished Fellow of the African Associ-
ation of Agricultural Economists, and 
Director for Africa at the International 
Food Policy Research Institute. Katrin 
Glatzel is Program Head of the Malabo 
Montpellier Panel program at the Inter-
national Food Policy Research Institute's 
Africa Regional Office in Dakar, Senegal, 
and a Visiting Researcher at Imperial 
College London.
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In this ground-breaking account of the political economy and 
cultural meaning of blood in contemporary India, Jacob Cope-
man and Dwaipayan Banerjee examine how the giving and 
receiving of blood has shaped social and political life. Hema-
tologies traces how the substance congeals political ideologies, 
biomedical rationalities, and activist practices.

Using examples from anti-colonial appeals to blood sacrifice 
as a political philosophy to contemporary portraits of political 
leaders drawn with blood, from the use of the substance by Bho-
pali children as a material of activism to biomedical anxieties 
and aporias about the excess and lack of donation, Hematologies 
broaches how political life in India has been shaped through the 
use of blood and through contestations about blood. As such, 
the authors offer new entryways into thinking about politics 
and economy through a "bloodscape of difference": different 
sovereignties; different proportionalities; and different tempo-
ralities. These entryways allow the authors to explore the relation 
between blood's utopic flows and political clottings as it moves 
through time and space, conjuring new kinds of social collec-
tivities while reanimating older forms, and always in a reflexive 
relation to norms that guide its proper flow. 

Jacob Copeman is Senior Lecturer in Social Anthropology at 
the University of Edinburgh. He is author of Veins of Devotion.

Dwaipayan Banerjee is Assistant Professor in the program on 
Science, Technology, and Society at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. Follow him on Twitter @dwai_banerjee.

$42.95 hardcover | $20.99 ebook
288 pages, 6 x 9, 9 b&w halftones

" A splendid achievement. This book is 
unparalleled in its ability to show how the 
political absorbs the techno-scientific 
over various scales and temporalities in 
contemporary India."—Veena Das, Johns 
Hopkins University

"This book is an extraordinary exploration 
of the multitudes of meanings and uses of 
blood in northern India. A surprising and 
compelling account of interest to anyone 
who has ever bled, menstruated, or claims 
to be related to others by 'blood.'"—Emily 
Martin, New York University

"This revelatory book brings us a thorough-
ly political hematology, not only tracking 
economies of sacrifice, extraction, and 
spillage, but also thinking through blood 
as a medium for writing, for protest, and 
for the telling of historical time."—Stefan 
Helmreich, MIT

"Hematologies is an astute, learned, and 
ground-breaking account of the political 
economy and cultural meaning of blood 
in contemporary India, the product of a 
powerful, cogent collaboration between 
two prominent and exciting thinkers."—Ra-
chel Berger, Concordia University, author 
of Ayurveda Made Modern

Hematologies
The Political Life of Blood in India

Jacob Copeman and Dwaipayan Banerjee
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In a dramatic unveiling of the little-known world of contracted 
military logistics, Adam Moore examines the lives of the global 
army of laborers who support US overseas wars. Empire's Labor 
brings us the experience of the hundreds of thousands of men 
and women who perform jobs such as truck drivers and admin-
istrative assistants at bases located in warzones in the Middle 
East and Africa. He highlights the changes the US military has 
undergone since the Vietnam War, when the ratio of contrac-
tors to uniformed personnel was roughly 1:6. In Afghanistan 
it has been as high as 4:1. This growth in logistics contracting 
represents a fundamental change in how the US fights wars, 
with the military now dependent on a huge pool of contractors 
recruited from around the world. It also, Moore demonstrates, 
has social, economic, and political implications that extend well 
beyond the battlefields.

Focusing on workers from the Philippines and Bosnia, two 
major sources of "third country national" (TCN) military labor, 
Moore explains the rise of large-scale logistics outsourcing since 
the end of the Cold War; describes the networks, infrastruc-
tures, and practices that span the spaces through which people, 
information, and goods circulate; and reveals the experiences 
of foreign workers, from the hidden dynamics of labor activism 
on bases, to the economic and social impacts these jobs have on 
their families and the communities they hail from. Through 
his extensive fieldwork and interviews, Moore gives voice to the 
agency and aspirations of the many thousands of foreigners who 
labor for the US military.

Thanks to generous funding from UCLA and its participa-
tion in TOME (Toward an Open Monograph Ecosystem), the 
ebook editions of this book are available as Open Access volumes 
from Cornell Open (cornellopen.org) and other repositories. 

Adam Moore is Associate Professor in the Department of 
Geography at the University of California, Los Angeles. He 
is author of Peacebuilding in Practice. Follow him on Twitter  
@ConflictGeo.

$19.95 paperback | $0.00 ebook
264 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w halftones, 6 maps, 3 charts

"Empire's Labor is a beautifully written, 
essential book exposing the labor and 
labor exploitation underpinning the 
military industrial complex, US empire, 
and the corporations fueling permanent 
war."—David Vine, Professor of Anthro-
pology, American University, author 
of Base Nation

"Based in intensive on-the-ground research, 
this rich and remarkable book gives us a 
new way to understand the current every-
where war through the lens of the contract 
labor and migrations from poor countries 
that makes it possible. Acutely analyzed, 
Moore's book will be a foundational text 
for understanding contemporary war and 
providing insight into labor's pushback."— 
Catherine Lutz, Brown University, author 
of The Bases of Empire

"I can't think of any book about America's 
current global military conflicts that I've 
learned more from than Empire's Labor. 
Moore combines geography, history, 
ethnography, and political science in a 
sophisticated and readable analysis about 
the role of everyday people from all over 
the world who support American military 
logistics."—Jennifer Mittelstadt, Professor 
of History, Rutgers University

Empire's Labor
The Global Army That Supports U.S. Wars

Adam Moore

GLOBE BOOK AWARD FOR PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING OF 
GEOGRAPHY
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Italy's current crisis of Mediterranean migration and detention 
has its roots in early twentieth century imperial ambitions. Em-
pire's Mobius Strip investigates how mobile populations were 
perceived to be major threats to Italian colonization, and how 
the state's historical mechanisms of control have resurfaced, 
with greater force, in today's refugee crisis.

What is at stake in Empire's Mobius Strip is a deeper under-
standing of the forces driving those who move by choice and 
those who are moved. Stephanie Mvvalia Hom focuses on 
Libya, considered Italy's most valuable colony, both political-
ly and economically. Often perceived as the least of the great 
powers, Italian imperialism has been framed as something of 

"colonialism lite." But Italian colonizers carried out genocide 
between 1929–33, targeting nomadic Bedouin and marching 
almost 100,000 of them across the desert, incarcerating them 
in camps where more than half who entered died, simply be-
cause the Italians considered their way of life suspect. There are 
uncanny echoes with the situation of the Roma and migrants 
today. Hom explores three sites, in novella-like essays, where 
Italy's colonial past touches down in the present: the island, the 
camp, and the village.

Empire's Mobius Strip brings into relief Italy's shifting con-
stellations of mobility and empire, giving them space to surface, 
submerge, stretch out across time, and fold back on themselves 
like a Mobius strip. It deftly shows that mobility forges last-
ing connections between colonial imperialism and neoliberal 
empire, establishing Italy as a key site for the study of imperial 
formations in Europe and the Mediterranean.

Stephanie Malia Hom is Executive Director of the Acus 
Foundation. She is author of The Beautiful Country and tweets 
@empirestrip.

$24.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook 
270 pages, 6 x 9, 20 b&w halftones, 4 maps

"A lyrical and important work that moves 
between the realms of reportage, histor-
ical analysis, and political reflection to 
illuminate the ongoing crisis of migration 
in Italy. In both form and content, the 
text is a hybrid: elegant in its simplicity 
and brilliant in its execution."—Pamela 
Ballinger, University of Michigan, author 
of History in Exile

"Exploring the historical and contemporary 
treatment of undesirables by Italian 
authorities, Stephanie Malia Hom un-
earths the imperial formations buried 
beneath the rhetoric of the modern nation 
state. Her study of forced migration 
in the contemporary Mediterranean is 
perfectly timed and destined to become 
a classic of the transnational turn in Italian 
Studies."—Claudio Fogu, University of 
California Santa Barbara, author of The 
Historic Imaginary

Empire’s Mobius Strip
Historical Echoes in Italy's Crisis of Migration 
and Detention

Stephanie Malia Hom

WINNER OF THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR ITALIAN STUDIES 
BOOK PRIZE
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

My book is composed of novella-like 
essays that give space to the ways in 
which imperial formations surface, 
submerge, entangle, disappear, resur-
face, and loop back on themselves like 
a Mobius strip. For a long time, I didn’t 
know what to call this form of writing 
until I had a chance encounter with 
legendary talk show host, Dick Cavett. 
We spoke of his long-form interviews 
with celebrities and how time opened 
up unexpected insights. This was my 
“a-ha!” moment. My long-form academic 
writing provided the necessary breath-
ing room for insights to surface in ways 
that otherwise would have remained 
unexamined. 

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

It took me ten years to write this book, 
and halfway into the process, I started to 
read American authors voraciously, espe-
cially fiction and essays. I couldn’t help 
but become inf luenced by the prose of 
Cormac McCarthy, the inventive struc-
tures of George Saunders, and the pan-
oply of feelings that Joan Didion could 

invoke with a mere phrase. Their inf lu-
ence focused me on the craft of writing. 
Had I accepted the power of reading so 
far afield at the beginning of my writing, 
I would have done so much earlier. 

How do you wish you could change the 
field of anthropology?

People often ask me how to categorize 
my scholarship. It is anthropology, his-
tory, critical theory, literary studies, jour-
nalism, political commentary, or what 
exactly? With Empire’s Mobius Strip, I 
hope to show that a work of scholarship 
can be both creative and rigorous, and 
it can become more than the sum of 
its disciplinary parts. I believe the field 
of anthropology can be deepened by 
embracing approaches from other dis-
ciplines. By telling the story of culture 
from many angles, anthropology will 
resonate in many directions, expanding 
the study of culture, and ourselves, to 
audiences anew.

"By telling 
the story of 
culture from 
many angles, 
anthropology 
will resonate 
in many direc-
tions, expand-
ing the study 
of culture, 
and ourselves, 
to audiences 
anew.

Catching Up with Stephanie Hom
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Student criticism about University statues, monu-
ments, and named buildings that pay reverence to 
those who gained power through colonialism and 

slavery is not new. What is new is students’ urgency for 
action. Students from historically marginalized groups 
and their allies are now openly stating what they have 
been mumbling for generations; that they don’t buy the 
argument that the statues are apolitical remembrances 
of times gone by with no bearing on the present. No 
statue, monument, or named building is simply a “record 
of its time,” each is part of the ever-changing conversa-
tion about present day values.   

As Tyler Stiem noted, monuments “normalise the 
past, for better or worse. They make injustices easier to 
defend and, more insidiously, harder to see. For another, 
it’s the people most likely to defend those injustices who 
ultimately decide what is or isn’t threatening, not the 
people who have been most affected.”

My book, Campus Counterspaces: Black and Latinx 
Students’ Search for Community at Historically White 
Universities illustrates how students’ sense of campus 
belonging and ability to claim full membership in the 
institution is negatively affected by explicit and implicit 
devaluing of their identity. These statues, monuments, 
and named buildings are present-day incarnations of 
our present-day willingness to value only voices of pow-
er.

For generations, Black and Latinx students have been 
sold a false promise by historically White colleges and 
universities. As described in my book, colleges have 
been falsely promising historically marginalized students 
that if they come they will experience a cosmopolitan 
community: “a calm environment of equivalent, sym-
metrical relationships”. For generations, less than half of 
Black and Latinx students who enrolled have obtained 
their degree. For generations, Black and Latinx students 
have been assuming full personal blame for this out-
come. But increasingly, they are holding their institutions 
accountable for reaping the benefits of their enrollment 
while also doing little to change the culture of hostile 
campus climates that undermine their likelihood of suc-
cess.

Current generations of students from historically 
marginalized groups are less willing to ignore the every-
day ways that their institutions remind them that these 
schools were not built with them in mind. The statues, 
monuments, and named buildings that they are press-
ing their institutions to tear down, relocate, or rename 
are simply a focal irritant of being forced to inhabit an 
educational context in which they rarely see themselves, 
their history, and the intellectual contributions of schol-
ars from their communities represented in the institu-
tion’s cannon.

Administrators’ resistance to tear down, relocate, 
or rename these objects is consistent with an under-
standing of diversity as tolerance for difference on the 
margins, which says to students from historically margin-
alized communities: you may pay to attend our institu-
tions and use our resources, but leave our institutions 
largely unchanged by your presence.

Given higher education’s claim to fostering critical 
thinking, another option is to remake some of these in-
defensible statues and monuments into critical objects. 
Statues and monuments that were once objects of un-
questioned reverence are made critical by putting them 
in direct conversation with new objects that pay homage 
to previously silenced voices.

how hIstorICAllY MArgInAlIzed 
students’ desIre for rAdICAl 

growth ConflICts wIth dIversItY 
InItIAtIves BuIlt Around tolerAnCe

Micere Keels
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Frustrated with the f lood of news articles and opinion pieces 
that were skeptical of minority students' "imagined" campus 
microaggressions, Micere Keels, a professor of comparative 
human development, set out to provide a detailed account of 
how racial-ethnic identity structures Black and Latinx students' 
college transition experiences.

Tracking a cohort of more than five hundred Black and 
Latinx students since they enrolled at five historically white col-
leges and universities in the fall of 2013 Campus Counterspaces 
finds that these students were not asking to be protected from 
new ideas. Instead, they relished exposure to new ideas, wanted 
to be intellectually challenged, and wanted to grow. However, 
Keels argues, they were asking for access to counterspaces—safe 
spaces that enable radical growth. They wanted counterspaces 
where they could go beyond basic conversations about wheth-
er racism and discrimination still exist. They wanted time in 
counterspaces with likeminded others where they could simul-
taneously validate and challenge stereotypical representations of 
their marginalized identities and develop new counter narratives 
of those identities.

In this critique of how universities have responded to the 
challenges these students face, Keels offers a way forward that 
goes beyond making diversity statements to taking diversity 
actions. 

Micere Keels is Associate Professor in Comparative Human 
Development at the University of Chicago. She is also the found-
ing director of the Trauma Responsive Educational Practices 
project.

$19.95 paperback | $9.99 ebook
240 pages, 6 x 9, 1 chart

"This is an excellent book that offers a 
significant contribution to the existing 
literature. A sense of the trajectory of 
Latinx and Black students' transitions 
is a new contribution that is needed in 
the field."—Rachelle Winkle-Wagner, 
Associate Professor in the Department 
of Educational Leadership and Policy 
Analysis at the University of Wisconsin–
Madison, author of The Unchosen Me

"The authors bring an important, specific 
focus to a number of populations that are 
often left less considered. Well-written 
and engaging, using fantastic data that 
was painstakingly gathered, the book 
contains interviews that are moving and 
intimate and that reflect a crucial rapport 
and trust." —Elizabeth M. Lee, Assistant 
Professor in the Sociology Department 
at Ohio University, author of Class and 
Campus Life

Campus Counterspaces
Black and Latinx Students' Search for 
Community at Historically White Universities

Micere Keels
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Bli Agem died unexpectedly. As a successful real estate agent, and something
of a loan shark, he was relatively affluent and widely respected for his gen-
erosity in supporting community initiatives. But he also had a reputation for 
abruptness of character and impatience for what he took to be the back-
wardness and irrationality of his fellow villagers. One day Agem had gone to 
a neighboring ward to act as spokesman for his nephew in bride ne-
gotiations. But, just as he was about to begin speaking, his body slumped 
to the side, and shortly thereafter he was pronounced dead.9 Several expla-
nations were given for Agem’s untimely demise. Although he was energetic 
and comparatively youthful for a man in his late forties, he was also known 
to suffer from a heart condition. Many assumed this to be the proximate 
cause of his death. But, as is often the case, there were other factors to con-
sider. in addition to accusations of sorcery, it was said that recent 
renovations to his houseyard may have played a role in his illness. Although 
the compound itself was relatively small by local standards, Agem’s financial 
success had allowed him to improve several of the buildings, adding a mod-
ern kitchen and a number of nicely tiled individual bedrooms. The 
symmetry and precision of the new structures gave the houseyard a modern 
and tidy feel; and, for convenience, Agem had joined the roofs of the main 
northern and western pavilions, so one might pass between the two buildings 
without getting wet during the rainy season. A priestly adviser to the family 
had warned him not to make a permanent link between the two structures, 
as this would potentially become a point of congestion (B. embet)—block-
ing the free flow of wind and water but also of the intangible forces that are 
thought to pass regularly through the causeways and passages of ba-
linese houseyards. There was apparently a similar problem with the po-
sitioning of the doors to the new bedrooms. And it was pointed out that the 
eastern pavilion would also need to be expanded, so the relative dimensions 
of the compound’s various structures would be kept in proportion. Agem 
was warned not to let his desire for utility and style cloud his judgment. But, 
according to the neighbors, he carried forward with his plans, discounting the 
advice he had been given as little more than village superstition. 
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In Driving toward Modernity, Jun Zhang ethnographically ex-
plores the entanglement between the rise of the automotive 
regime and emergence of the middle class in South China. Fo-
cusing on the Pearl River Delta, one of the nation's wealthiest 
regions, Zhang shows how private cars have shaped everyday 
middle-class sociality, solidarity, and subjectivity, and how the 
automotive regime has helped make the new middle classes of 
the PRC. By carefully analyzing how physical and social mo-
bility intertwines, Driving toward Modernity paints a nuanced 
picture of modern Chinese life, comprising the continuity and 
rupture as well as the structure and agency of China's great 
transformation. 

Jun Zhang is Assistant Professor of Asian and International 
Studies at City University of Hong Kong.

$23.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook
240 pages, 6 x 9, 5 b&w halftones, 2 b&w line drawings, 3 charts

"Jun Zhang has written an excellent, lively 
ethnography of car consumption, driving, 
and parking in contemporary China 
that offers a significant contribution for 
understanding the booming car market 
and conflicts over urban space."—Beth 
Notar, Trinity College, and author of 
Displacing Desire

"Driving toward Modernity is a timely 
and fascinating ethnography that is 
well-crafted and highly accessible. Rich in 
detail, it makes a welcome contribution to 
China Studies by shedding new light on 
an important domain—cars."—Li Zhang, 
University of California, Davis, and author 
of Strangers in the City and In Search of 
Paradise

Driving toward Modernity
Cars and the Lives of the Middle Class in 
Contemporary China

Jun Zhang

Bli Agem died unexpectedly. As a successful real estate agent, and something
of a loan shark, he was relatively affluent and widely respected for his gen-
erosity in supporting community initiatives. But he also had a reputation for 
abruptness of character and impatience for what he took to be the back-
wardness and irrationality of his fellow villagers. One day Agem had gone to 
a neighboring ward to act as spokesman for his nephew in bride ne-
gotiations. But, just as he was about to begin speaking, his body slumped 
to the side, and shortly thereafter he was pronounced dead.9 Several expla-
nations were given for Agem’s untimely demise. Although he was energetic 
and comparatively youthful for a man in his late forties, he was also known 
to suffer from a heart condition. Many assumed this to be the proximate 
cause of his death. But, as is often the case, there were other factors to con-
sider. in addition to accusations of sorcery, it was said that recent 
renovations to his houseyard may have played a role in his illness. Although 
the compound itself was relatively small by local standards, Agem’s financial 
success had allowed him to improve several of the buildings, adding a mod-
ern kitchen and a number of nicely tiled individual bedrooms. The 
symmetry and precision of the new structures gave the houseyard a modern 
and tidy feel; and, for convenience, Agem had joined the roofs of the main 
northern and western pavilions, so one might pass between the two buildings 
without getting wet during the rainy season. A priestly adviser to the family 
had warned him not to make a permanent link between the two structures, 
as this would potentially become a point of congestion (B. embet)—block-
ing the free flow of wind and water but also of the intangible forces that are 
thought to pass regularly through the causeways and passages of ba-
linese houseyards. There was apparently a similar problem with the po-
sitioning of the doors to the new bedrooms. And it was pointed out that the 
eastern pavilion would also need to be expanded, so the relative dimensions 
of the compound’s various structures would be kept in proportion. Agem 
was warned not to let his desire for utility and style cloud his judgment. But, 
according to the neighbors, he carried forward with his plans, discounting the 
advice he had been given as little more than village superstition. 
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

My favorite anecdote is the one  I used 
to open chapter 4 of my book. A sales-
person started the car without realizing 
the hand brake was not up and the gear 
was not in the neural position. Before 
he could react, the car ran into a glass 
partition. The car, which was severely 
damaged, was scheduled to be picked 
up by a client in the afternoon of that 
day. The unfolding of the story reveals 
the politics as well as solidarity and per-
sonalities that I had been so eager to get 
hold onto.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

Not really. This is not because I think 
I know all the tricks about writing a 
book. Rather, exploring the unknown, 
stumbling, and learning from mistakes 
is what writing a book, or to be more pre-
cise, what academic analysis and how to 
articulate it, is about. 

How do you wish you could change the 
field of Anthropology?

I have been teaching students who are 
non-native Englisher speakers and live 
outside the English-speaking countries 
for a while. Many contemporary writ-
ings in anthropology are inaccessible to 
them, sometimes because they don't see 
the relevance of the topics or analysis, 
and sometimes because of the ways how 
the articles are written.  By providing a 
grounded ethnography that is relatively 
easy to read and addresses some issues 
that speak to interests in other disci-
plines, I hope to extend the inf luence 
of the field beyond the limited circle of 
anthropologists and attract attention and 
interests from students like mine.

"I hope to 
extend the in-
fluence of the 
field beyond 
the limited 
circle of an-
thropologists 
and attract 
attention and 
interests from 
students like 
mine.

Catching Up with Jun Zhang
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ownIng A CAr, BeCoMIng MIddle 
ClAss

Jun Zhang

The current US-China trade war has caused many 
industries a lot of distress; and automakers have 
been some of the worst hit.  As the US has in-

creased taxes, China has retaliated, and automakers, 
from the Chinese suppliers of parts to the Japanese, 
German and American manufacturers at the top, 
have all been caught in the crossfire. What is intriguing 
though, is that many emerging urban middle class indi-
viduals are used to this feeling of being caught in the 
middle, a position they use to characterize many aspects 
of their lives in contemporary China. That perception is 
what I seek to unveil in my book Driving towards Moder-
nity: The Car and the Lives of the Middle Class in Con-
temporary China.

The intersection between cars and the middle class 
that I write about in the book did not originate as some-
thing by design; instead, it stemmed from research that 
almost took on a life of its own once it got started.

In the summer of 2003, before moving to the United 
States to start graduate school, I signed up for driving 
lessons in China — I had been told that not knowing 
how to drive would make life difficult in America. The 
moment I first set foot into that blue pickup truck, strug-
gling to coordinate eyes and limbs, was a far cry from 
the number of years I had spent researching lives around 
cars.

In a trip to Germany in 2004, I became very intrigued 
not only by cars, but also by autobahns, the way peo-
ple drove, and how cars interacted with pedestrians. At 
the same time in China, car sales started to shoot up, 
and the major purchasing force started to shift from 
government, state-owned enterprises, and other gov-
ernment-affiliated organizations, to individuals and their 
families.

In the decade that followed, private car ownership 
gradually became tangible for many ordinary Chinese 
citizens. What we were witnessing was the massive rise 
of a first generation of non-professional drivers. Unlike 
their counterparts in the United States and Europe, 
these car owners did not have a car in the family grow-
ing up, nor had they learned how to drive from their 
parents. What does a car mean to them now, and what 
did it mean to them before? Where did their knowl-
edge about cars come from? How do they associate 
cars and driving with prestige and propriety? How do 
they use cars in their everyday life? And how do they 

handle car-related issues, such as parking and securing 
a license?

.When members of my dissertation committee asked 
me whether I would focus on the middle class, I an-
swered with a firm “No.” I claimed that I wanted to study 
how cars shaped the lives of various people, such as car 
owners and mechanics, but deep down, what had made 
me apprehensive was the term “middle class.”

Nowadays, “the Chinese middle class” has almost 
become a cliché in any discussion on China’s consumer 
spending, but back then, in the early to mid-2000s, the 
term had yet to catch on.

China’s history has resulted in the language of class 
and class struggle being inextricably tied to traumatic 
experiences for many people. In addition to the reluc-
tance to use class language, many of those whom we 
label “middle class” remain uncertain about the role they 
play in society, particularly in the face of increasing social 
stratification. “Caught in the middle of a traffic jam” is 
one of the metaphorical ways through which they try to 
make sense of who, and where they are.

I ground such sense of uncertainty and anxiety in the 
material and social interactions with and through cars, 
and the practices that come with cars—buying and sell-
ing cars, driving, getting a license, and finding a parking 
spot. Mechanics continue to be featured in my analysis 
as well. They, together with families, friends, property 
management companies, the police, and other govern-
ment agencies, constitute the social world that revolves 
around the regime of cars.

The intertwining stories of the car regime and the 
middle class are not intended to either promote Chi-
na’s economic achievement, nor to censure the middle 
class for their consumptive desires, especially in face 
of climate change. Instead, they are meant to provide 
an interesting entry point, and an insight into the social 
transformation that has taken place this past two de-
cades in China.

Life is often filled with twists; I received my driver’s 
license in 2003, and I have finished a book on cars, but 
driving has never been a part of my everyday routine. I 
walk, I cycle, and I take public transportation. And yet 
nevertheless, sharing car rides with friends, colleagues 
and research interlocutors have taught me a great deal 
about life, society and politics.
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End-of-life issues are increasingly central to discussions within 
medical anthropology, the anthropology of political action, and 
the study of Buddhist philosophy and practice. Felicity Aulino's 
Rituals of Care speaks directly to these important anthropological 
and existential conversations. Against the backdrop of global 
population aging and increased attention to care for the elderly, 
both personal and professional, Aulino challenges common 
presumptions about the universal nature of "caring." The way 
she examines particular sets of emotional and practical ways of 
being with people, and their specific historical lineages, allows 
Aulino to show an inseparable link between forms of social 
organization and forms of care.

Unlike most accounts of the quotidian concerns of providing 
care in a rapidly aging society, Rituals of Care brings attention to 
corporeal processes. Moving from vivid descriptions of the em-
bodied routines at the heart of home caregiving to depictions of 
care practices in more general ways—care for one's group, care 
of the polity—it develops the argument that religious, social, and 
political structures are embodied, through habituated action, in 
practices of providing for others. Under the watchful treatment 
of Aulino, care becomes a powerful foil for understanding recent 
political turmoil and structural change in Thailand, proving em-
bodied practice to be a vital vantage point for phenomenological 
and political analyses alike. 

Felicity Aulino is a Five-College Assistant Professor of An-
thropology at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.

$22.95 paperback | $10.99 ebook
210 pages, 6 x 9

"Felicity Aulino's Rituals of Care is 
evocative and engaging. It provides 
in-depth ethnographic descriptions and 
develops a theory of care, morality, and 
subjectivity that is clear and excellently 
discussed."—Joanna Cook, University 
College London, author of Meditation in 
Modern Buddhism

"Rituals of Care disturbs in all the right 
ways. It disturbs our sense of what a self 
is and what it means to care for someone 
in the last stretches of life. It disturbs 
us sensorially by placing bodily caring 
practices front and center, so we can no 
longer pretend such practices have no 
relevance for cultural history or theory."—
Lisa Stevenson, McGill University, author 
of Life Beside Itself

"This is a beautifully written and carefully 
argued account of care in the context 
of karma. It shows us that the western 
understanding of what it means to care is 
not universal. This book is a powerful and 
provocative text." —Tanya Marie Luhr-
mann, Howard H. and Jessie T. Watkins 
University Professor of Anthropology 
and Professor of Psychology, Stanford 
University

Rituals of Care
Karmic Politics in an Aging Thailand

Felicity Aulino

GREAT FOR CL ASSROOM USE
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whAt Counts As CAre?
Felicity Aulino

Lulu Wang’s critically acclaimed film The Farewell 
is “based on an actual lie.” Debuting this year at 
Sundance, the film tells the story of a Chinese 

family shielding their matriarch from her terminal cancer 
diagnosis, and how her granddaughter, raised in the US, 
comes to terms with this form of care.

“If you tell her, you’ll ruin her good mood.” The film 
takes on what is in many parts of Asia a common occur-
rence: not telling someone they are dying. Understand-
ing how such norms function as “care” – how they are felt 
as well as how they are practiced – is a core focus of my 
book, Rituals of Care: Karmic Politics in Aging Thailand.

With population aging trumpeted from nearly every 
corner, and projected burdens of care a pressing con-
cern for families and nations alike, Rituals of Care offers 
a chance to step back and challenge common presump-
tions about the universal nature of “caring.”  I begin at 
the bedside, describing two middle-aged sisters bend-
ing and twisting, bathing and feeding, powdering and 
massaging their bedridden elderly mother. Their story 
is a familiar one in Northern Thailand, as elsewhere, and 
speaks to the everyday realities of providing care in a 
rapidly aging society. Their habits, I argue, can produc-
tively be understood as ritual: repetitive acts that achieve 
effects through their correct performance, rather than 
from any particular internal orientation to the tasks.

With population aging trumpeted from nearly every 
corner, and projected burdens of care a pressing con-
cern for families and nations alike, Rituals of Care offers 
a chance to step back and challenge common presump-
tions about the universal nature of “caring.”

This matters so much because it interrupts the com-
mon emphasis on authenticity and individual autonomy 
that dominates so much work on care – from the aca-
demic to the clinical. Further, it invites us to keep what is 
actually done, the very gestures, day in and day out, at 
the center of analysis.

By tracing what people pay attention to, and how the 
social world trains their attention and their responses in 
particular ways, I develop the argument that religious, 
social, and political structures are embodied, through 
habituated action, in practices of providing for others. 
Providing for others does not just occur between indi-
viduals. Close attention can be paid to care practiced 
in more general ways – care for one’ group, care for the 
polity. And doing so, examining particular sets of emo-

tional and practical ways of being with people – and the 
historical and philosophical lineages undergirding such 
practices – shows an inseparable links between forms of 
social organization and forms of care.

The Chinese American granddaughter in The Fare-
well does indeed end up following the directives of her 
family. Keeping her grandmother’s prognosis a secret is 
of course more than simply not saying: her every move 
and mood are shown to have communicative effect. 
We can begin to see that, further still, what it means to 
be a person and the proper way to be in the world are 
wrapped up in the smallest gestures of care. Unearthing 
the ways people are habituated to provide for others 
may thus not only lead to greater understanding of the 
strictures that bind, but the tiny changes that can trans-
form.
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Our ebooks are available
from wherever you like to
get your ebooks, including 
direct from our website. 

They're also just 50% of 
the lowest print price. 

So, read on!
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" Violence as Usual greatly expands our 
understanding of colonial relations on the 
frontier—a well-crafted work of history."—
Matthew P. Fitzpatrick, Flinders University, 
author of Liberal Imperialism in Germany

"Marie Muschalek ingeniously exposes the 
rough grain of colonial everyday life with a 
spare, concentrated empiricism energized 
by innovative theoretical reflection. Look-
ing at the diffused power of routine police 
violence in the post-genocide colony, she 
recasts thinking on big questions about 
the colonial state and colonial violence 
in Namibia and beyond. The compelling 
method, ambitious archive and strong in-
terpretive sensibility make this a significant 
contribution."—J.P. Short, author of Magic 
Lantern Empire

Violence as Usual
Policing and the Colonial State in German 
Southwest Africa

Marie Muschalek

Slaps in the face, kicks, beatings, and other forms of run-of-the-
mill violence were a quotidian part of life in German Southwest 
Africa at the beginning of the twentieth century. Unearthing 
this culture of normalized violence in a settler colony, Violence 
as Usual uncovers the workings of a powerful state that was 
built in an improvised fashion by low-level state representatives.

Marie A. Muschalek's fascinating portrayal of the daily deeds 
of African and German men enrolled in the colonial police force 
called the Landespolizei is a historical anthropology of police 
practice and the normalization of imperial power. Replete with 
anecdotes of everyday experiences both of the policemen and 
of colonized people and settlers, Violence as Usual re-examines 
fundamental questions about the relationship between power 
and violence. Muschalek gives us a new perspective on violence 
beyond the solely destructive and the instrumental. She over-
comes, too, the notion that modern states operate exclusively 
according to modes of rationalized functionality. Violence as 
Usual offers an unusual assessment of the history of rule in 
settler colonialism and an alternative to dominant narratives of 
an ostensibly weak colonial state. 

Marie A. Muschalek is Lecturer and Researcher in History 
at the University of Freiburg. She is co-founder of a public his-
tory project on German's colonial past, which can be viewed 
online at kolonialismusimkasten.de



What is truly at stake as a subtext in Anti-Oedipus then is the question of 
the State: its origin, the way it functions, and its inducedeffects. The anal-
ysis of despotism as an apparatus that replaces  the territorial machine and 
integrates prior territorialities reveals the recuperative capacities of 
the state. Once the dynamics of the incorporation of the primitive ma-
chine’s coded flows were made visible, Deleuze and Guattari could gener-
alize the idea: “Overcoding is the operation that constitutes the essence of 
the State” (2000, 199). Here, something decisive happens: the case of the 
“Asiatic mode of production” showed that despotism could in no way be con-
ceivable in evolutionist terms. private property and social classes 
had countered despotism only to find feudalism in its wake. Later, the 
rule of commodities, forms of State capitalism and socialism, had also done 
away with such a strange configuration, relegating it to the museum of the 
barbaric. marxism did not know what to do with it either, as it 
was utterly unfit for its five-stages theory. Amid their renewed attention to 
the genealogy of the State, Deleuze and Guattari could not be clearer: “The 
primordial despotic state is not a historical break like any other” (218); and 
then added: “It is not one formation among others, nor is it the transition from 
one formation to another” (219). The “primal State,” as Deleuze and Guattari 
labeled it (2000, 220), puts an end to the primitive machine’s primacy. Yet, 
no absolute break separates the two moments: “In the end one no longer 
really knows what comes first, and whether the territorial machine does not 
in fact presuppose a despotic machine from which it extracts the bricks or 
that it segments in its turn” (219). The writing sways: while a “new destiny” is 
evoked with the instauration of the despotic machine and the barbaric socius, 
“the savage primitive formation that it supplants by imposing its own rule 
of law . . . continues to haunt it” (194). while deleuze and Guattari 
resort without hesitation to expressions like “birth of an empire” and 
“decadence” (193) the presence of the paranoiac figure (the conqueror, the 
despot) can still be found within the primitive machine—such as the Guayaki 
hunter, “the great paranoiac of the bush or the forest” (148). What makes for 
a strange read in Anti-Oedipus is not so much the introduction of new con-
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"Street Sovereigns contains depth and 
complexity of analysis of the subject 
matter, as well as lyrical and at times poetic 
narrative."—Robert Maguire, Former 
Director of GWU's Latin America and 
Hemispheric Studies Program

Street Sovereigns
Young Men and the Makeshift State in Urban 
Haiti

Chelsey L . Kivland

How do people improvise political communities in the face of 
state collapse—and at what cost? Street Sovereigns explores the 
risks and rewards taken by young men on the margins of urban 
Haiti who broker relations with politicians, state agents, and 
NGO workers in order secure representation, resources, and 
jobs for themselves and neighbors. Moving beyond mainstream 
analyses that understand these groups—known as baz (base)—
as apolitical, criminal gangs, Chelsey Kivland argues that they 
more accurately express a novel mode of street politics that has 
resulted from the nexus of liberalizing orders of governance and 
development with longstanding practices of militant organizing 
in Haiti.

Kivland demonstrates how the baz exemplifies an innova-
tive and effective platform for intervening in the contemporary 
political order, while at the same time reproducing gendered 
and generational hierarchies and precipitating contests of lead-
ership that exacerbate neighborhood insecurity. Still, through 
the continual effort to reconstitute a state that responds to the 
needs of the urban poor, this story offers a poignant lesson for 
political thought: one that counters prevailing conceptualiza-
tions of the state as that which should be flouted, escaped, or 
dismantled. The baz project reminds us that in the stead of a 
vitiated government and public sector the state resurfaces as the 
aspirational bedrock of the good society. "We make the state," 
as baz leaders say. 

Chelsey L . Kivl and  is Assistant Provfessor of An-
thropology at Dartmouth College. Follow her on Twitter @
ChelseyKivland.
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POLICE/WORLDS: STUDIES IN SECURITY, CRIME, AND GOVERNANCE

$24.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook
186 pages, 6 x 9

"Jeff Martin's book is a very welcome 
volume in Cornell's ground-breaking 
Police/ Worlds series on security, crime 
and governance, and this book offers the 
kind of sustained intellectual analysis of 
police that I wish I had been able to read 
as a neophyte comparative criminological 
researcher prior to visiting Taiwan nearly 
twenty years ago. Sentiment, Reason and 
Law does precisely that, and invites us 
to consider what concepts, contexts and 
forms are most pertinent for building a 
reflective relation to the present."—Bill 
Hebenton

"Jeffrey T. Martin's book is a masterful 
addition to the ethnographic literature 
both on the anthropology of the state 
and for the anthropology of police and 
policing. The strength of the book lies in 
the in-depth fieldwork that, combined with 
a refusal of presentism, enables Martin to 
distance himself from culturalism and pres-
ent Taiwanese police and its work as part 
of a historical process. Thus, this book can 
be highly recommended as a contribution 
to the anthropology of policing and of 
the state."—Maria de Fátima Amante, 
Universidade de Lisboa

Sentiment, Reason, and Law
Policing in the Republic of China on Taiwan

Jeffrey T. Martin

What if the job of police was to cultivate the political will of a 
community to live with itself (rather than enforce law, keep order, 
or fight crime)? In Sentiment, Reason, and Law, Jeffrey T. Martin 
describes a world where that is the case.

The Republic of China on Taiwan spent nearly four decades 
as a single-party state under dictatorial rule (1949–1987) before 
transitioning to liberal democracy. Here, Martin describes the 
social life of a neighborhood police station during the first rota-
tion in executive power following the democratic transition. He 
shows an apparent paradox of how a strong democratic order was 
built on a foundation of weak police powers, and demonstrates 
how that was made possible by the continuity of an illiberal idea 
of policing. His conclusion from this paradox is that the purpose 
of the police was to cultivate the political will of the community 
rather than enforce laws and keep order.

As Sentiment, Reason, and Law shows, the police force in 
Taiwan exists as an "anthropological fact," bringing an order of 
reality that is always, simultaneously and inseparably, meaning-
ful and material. Martin unveils the power of this fact, demon-
strating how the politics of sentiment that took shape under 
autocratic rule continued to operate in everyday policing in the 
early phase of the democratic transformation, even as a more 
democratic mode of public reason and the ultimate power of 
legal right were becoming more significant. 

Jeffrey T. Martin is Assistant Professor of Anthropology and 
of East Asian Languages and Cultures at the University of Illi-
nois at Urbana-Champaign. Follow him on Twitter @jematica.
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

My comparison of Taiwan's Sunf lower 
Movement with Hong Kong's Umbrella 
movement, showing how the different 
ways they were resolved illuminates a 
fundamental tension between the rule 
of law and the value of democracy.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

I wish I had known it was going to take 
me 20 years to write this book.

How do you wish you could change the 
field of Anthropology? 

I wish I could keep anthropology from 
destroying itself.

"I wish I could 
keep anthro-
pology from 
destroying 
itself."

Catching Up with Jeffrey Martin
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Spacious Minds argues that resilience is not a mere absence 
of suffering. Sara E. Lewis's research reveals how those who 
cope most gracefully may indeed experience deep pain and loss. 
Looking at the Tibetan diaspora, she challenges perspectives 
that liken resilience to the hardiness of physical materials, 
suggesting people should "bounce back" from adversity. More 
broadly, this ethnography calls into question the tendency to 
use trauma as an organizing principle for all studies of conflict 
where suffering is understood as an individual problem rooted 
in psychiatric illness.

Beyond simply articulating the ways that Tibetan categories 
of distress are different from biomedical ones, Spacious Minds 
shows how Tibetan Buddhism frames new possibilities for un-
derstanding resilience. Here, the social and religious landscape 
encourages those exposed to violence to see past events as im-
permanent and illusory, where debriefing, working-through, or 
processing past events only solidifies suffering and may even 
cause illness. Resilience in Dharamsala is understood as sems 
pa chen po, a vast and spacious mind that does not fixate on 
individual problems, but rather uses suffering as an opportunity 
to generate compassion for others in the endless cycle of samsara. 
A big mind view helps to see suffering in life as ordinary. And 
yet, an intriguing paradox occurs. As Lewis deftly demonstrates, 
Tibetans in exile have learned that human rights campaigns 
are predicated on the creation and circulation of the trauma 
narrative; in this way, Tibetan activists utilize foreign trauma 
discourse, not for psychological healing, but as a political device 
and act of agency. 

Sara E. Lewis is Associate Professor of Contemplative Psycho-
therapy and Buddhist Psychology at Naropa University. Follow 
her on Twitter @DeathRebirthLab.

$24.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook
252 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w halftones, 1 map

"The book makes a significant contribution 
in broadening our understanding of 
resilience from a cross-cultural perspective, 
and also in deepening our understanding 
of a significant facet of Tibetan Buddhist 
culture in a nuanced, respectful and 
non-tokenistic way."—Gerald Roche, 
University of Melbourne

"This beautifully written and important 
work poses a timely and thought-provok-
ing question: If cultures can produce moral 
injury, can they also produce resilience? 
Lewis shows brilliantly that the Tibetan 
exile community, characterized both by 
adversity and cultural resources for trans-
forming adversity, holds important lessons 
for our reflection. Highly recommend-
ed."—Tanya Luhrman, Howard H. and 
Jessie T. Watkins University Professor of 
Anthropology and Professor, by courtesy, 
of Psychology, Stanford University

Spacious Minds
Trauma and Resilience in Tibetan Buddhism

Sara E. Lewis
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$24.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook
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"Rebel Politics is underpinned by years 
of extraordinary fieldwork, including 
unprecedented access to the leaders of 
some of Myanmar's ethnic-minority rebel 
groups. It is a pathbreaking book, essential 
reading not only for Myanmar-watchers 
but also anyone interested in insurgencies 
and state formation."—Lee Jones, Queen 
Mary University of London, author of 
Societies Under Siege

"David Brenner's book ought to be 
mandatory reading for any practitioner 
or academic interested in the issues of 
peacebuilding, conflict resolution, and 
borderlands development in Myanmar 
specifically, and in the country's social 
processes and politics more widely."—Kar-
in Dean, Tallinn University

"David Brenner's Rebel Politics fills a void in 
contemporary Myanmar studies, setting a 
new standard in field research on the vital 
issues of ethnic conflict, peace-building 
and state transition. During a time of 
critical change, understanding of the 
political sociology of armed struggle is 
essential if the country is to achieve a 
lasting peace."—Martin Smith, author of 
Burma

Rebel Politics
A Political Sociology of Armed Struggle in 
Myanmar's Borderlands

David Brennerv

Rebel Politics analyzes the changing dynamics of the civil war in 
Myanmar, one of the most entrenched armed conf licts in the 
world. Since 2011, a national peace process has gone hand-in-
hand with escalating ethnic conflict. The Karen National Union 
(KNU), previously known for its uncompromising stance against 
the central government of Myanmar, became a leader in the 
peace process after it signed a ceasefire in 2012. Meanwhile, 
the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) returned to the 
trenches in 2011 after its own seventeen-year-long ceasefire 
broke down. To understand these puzzling changes, Brenner 
conducted ethnographic fieldwork among the KNU and KIO, 
analyzing the relations between rebel leaders, their rank-and-
file, and local communities in the context of wider political and 
geopolitical transformations. Drawing on Political Sociology, 
Rebel Politics explains how revolutionary elites capture and lose 
legitimacy within their own movements and how these inter-
nal contestations drive the strategies of rebellion in unforeseen 
ways. Brenner presents a novel perspective that contributes to 
our understanding of contemporary politics in Southeast Asia, 
and to the study of conflict, peace and security, by highlighting 
the hidden social dynamics and everyday practices of political vi-
olence, ethnic conflict, rebel governance and borderland politics. 

David Brenner is Lecturer in International Relations at 
Goldsmiths, University of London. Follow him on Twitter @
DavBrenner.
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"Some of the topics are incredibly 
original and demonstrate the vitality of 
this emerging field. This edited volume is 
a very important contribution to studies 
of China's science and technology."—Mei 
Zhan, University of California, Irvine

"It not only will fill in the gap in the litera-
ture but also is a very unique scholarship 
that examines the science question—the 
role of science in the rejuvenation of the 
Chinese nation or the fulfillment of China 
dream—at the center of the study of 
contemporary Chinese society."—Cong 
Cao, University of Nottingham Ningbo 
China

Can Science and Technology Save 
China?

edited by Susan Greenhalgh and Li Zhang

Can Science and Technology Save China? assesses the intimate 
connections between science and society in China, offering an 
in-depth look at how an array of sciences and technologies are 
being made, how they are interfacing with society, and with 
what effects.

Focusing on critical domains of daily life, the chapters 
explore how scientists, technicians, surgeons, therapists, and 
other experts create practical knowledges and innovations, as 
well as how ordinary people take them up as they pursue the 
good life. Editors Greenhalgh and Zhang offer a rare, up-close 
view of the politics of Chinese science-making, showing how 
everyday logics, practices, and ethics of science, medicine, and 
technology are profoundly reshaping contemporary China. By 
foregrounding the notion of "governing through science," and 
the contested role of science and technology as instruments 
of change, this timely book addresses important questions 
regarding what counts as science in China, what science and 
technology can do to transform China, as well as their limits 
and unintended consequences. 

Susan Greenhalgh is the John King and Wilma Cannon Fair-
bank Research Professor of Chinese Society in the department 
of Anthropology at Harvard University.

Li Zhang is Professor of Anthropology at the University of 
California-Davis.
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"Take Back Our Future is an exceptionally 
strong and convincing edited volume 
that does an excellent job of situating 
the struggle in the literature on social 
movements and contributes to the devel-
opment of theory." —Jeffrey Wasserstrom, 
University of California, Irvine, co-author 
of China in the 21st Century

"Take Back Our Future is a wonderful 
collection of essays focused on 2014's 
Umbrella Movement in Hong Kong. This 
collection will likely become a definitive 
statement on one of the 21st century's 
most spectacular moments of social 
unrest."—Eli Friedman, Cornell University, 
author of Insurgency Trap

Take Back Our Future
An Eventful Sociology of the Hong Kong 
Umbrella Movement

Edited by Ching Kwan Lee and Ming Sing

In a comprehensive and theoretically novel analysis, Take Back 
Our Future unveils the causes, processes, and implications of 
the 2014 seventy-nine-day occupation movement in Hong Kong 
known as the Umbrella Movement. The essays presented here 
by a team of experts with deep local knowledge ask: how and 
why had a world financial center known for its free-wheeling 
capitalism transformed into a hotbed of mass defiance and civic 
disobedience?

Take Back Our Future argues that the Umbrella Movement 
was a response to China's internal colonization strategies—po-
litical disenfranchisement, economic subsumption, and identity 
reengineering—in post-handover Hong Kong. The contributors 
outline how this historic and transformative movement formu-
lated new cultural categories and narratives, fueled the forma-
tion and expansion of civil society organizations and networks 
both for and against the regime, and spurred the regime's turn 
to repression and structural closure of dissent. Although the 
Umbrella Movement was fraught with internal tensions, Take 
Back Our Future demonstrates that the movement politicized 
a whole generation of people who had no prior experience in 
politics, fashioned new subjects and identities, and awakened 
popular consciousness. 

Ching Kwan Lee is Professor of Sociology at the University 
of California-Los Angeles. She is author of The Specter of Global 
China.

Ming Sing is Associate Professor at the Hong Kong University 
of Science and Technology. He is author of Hong Kong's Tortuous 
Democratization.
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For years I had heard everywhere from academic studies to conversations 
over tea that South AfricA hAd An entrepreneurShip problem—the 
country had too few entrepreneurs, and too few of them were black South 
Africans.12 But as I discussed in chapter 1, the very perception that black 
South Africans were lazy could shape both the likelihood of their starting 
businesses and other people’s capacity to see and recognize businesses that 
did exist. Were Teeza and Sma unique in seeing their small business start-up 
as A meAnS of Achieving the good life? Informal businesses are, by the 
very definition generally used, not registered, so there are no government 
registries or easy survey methods to find them.13 Many come and go season-
ally according to monthly payday cycles and household cash flows. Often, 
registering a business means little more than paying a fee, but those who pay 
the fee are not necessarily much different from those who don’t. For most 
black-run small businesses, registering had little benefit and significant costs 
and risks. Several Howick business owners complained that it cost about ten 
dollars a month to sell near the taxi rank, but people found ways to avoid  pay-
ing. Government bureaucracy had a reputation for being slow and confusing. 
For people who have not historically been treated favorably by authorities, it 
makes sense to stay out of the government’s way. going unregiStered 
might not be legAl, but to most people it did not seem exactly illegal 
either. To the extent that the white-dominated legal system has often turned 
a blind eye to activities that do not directly affect whites, the black townships 
turn a blind eye to whitedominated legal systems. I did a brief in-person survey 
of the businesses in a six-block radius near the Howick taxi rank where most 
of the informal businesses in Howick operated. Every morning, venders ar-
rived with shopping carts, duffel bags, and pickup trucks to spread their wares 
on the sidewalks or in stalls built by the city. Others walked along the streets 
showing off their goods. The sidewalks lined rows of adjacent one-room cin-
der-block shops, offering a more permanent vending space for Slightly 
more lucrAtive buSineSSeS like hArdwAre StoreS, tailor shops, hair 
salons, and appliance stores. There were a few chain retailers in the area—two 
grocery stores and a couple of discount clothing stores—but most businesses 
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"Enlightenment and the Gasping City is the 
best book I have read on the revival of 
Buddhism—or even more broadly—of reli-
gion in contemporary Mongolia."—Johan 
Elverskog, Southern Methodist University, 
and author of Buddhism and Islam on the 
Silk Road

"Saskia Abrahms-Kavunenko successfully 
captures core aspects of religious life 
in Mongolia at a key stage in its 
post-communist transition." —Martin 
Mills, University of Aberdeen, and author 
of Identity, Ritual and State in Tibetan 
Buddhism

Enlightenment and the Gasping 
City
Mongolian Buddhism at a Time of 
Environmental Disarray

Saskia Abrahms-Kavunenko

With air pollution now intimately affecting every resident of 
Ulaanbaatar, the capital of Mongolia, Saskia Abrahms-Kavunen-
ko seeks to understand how, as a physical constant throughout 
the winter months, the murky and obscuring nature of air pollu-
tion has become an active part of Mongolian religious and ritual 
life. Enlightenment and the Gasping City identifies air pollution as 
a boundary between the physical and the immaterial, showing 
how air pollution impresses itself on the urban environment as 
stagnation and blur. She explores how air pollution and related 
phenomena exist in dynamic tension with Buddhist ideas and 
practices concerning purification, revitalisation and enlighten-
ment. By focusing on light, its intersections and its oppositions, 
she illuminates Buddhist practices and beliefs as they interact 
with the pressing urban issues of air pollution, post-socialist 
economic vacillations, urban development, nationalism, and 
climate change. 

Saskia Abrahms-Kavunenko is a Teaching Fellow at New 
York University, Shanghai, and an Associate at the Max Planck 
Institute for Social Anthropology.
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"Narkomania is an innovative book that 
asks us to rethink everything we know 
about addiction and statebuilding. It is 
a poignant, occasionally furious look at 
how drug policies meant to help people 
who use drugs in fact do great violence 
to them."—Elizabeth Dunn, Indiana 
University, Bloomington, and author of No 
Path Home

" Narkomania makes a fascinating contribu-
tion to anthropologies of global and public 
health. By following 'addiction imaginaries' 
across broad contexts, Jennifer Carroll 
moves addiction studies from the clinic 
into local, regional, and national politics, 
and personal meanings. This is crucial 
reading for anyone interested in the 
embeddedness of addiction in politics and 
everyday life."—Tomas Matza, University 
of Pittsburgh, and author of Shock Therapy

"Narkomania is accessible, honest, 
eye-opening, and relevant. It revisits with 
new insight and great passion the complex 
and entwined worlds of drug addiction 
and treatment."—Merrill Singer, University 
of Connecticut, and co-author of The 
Social Value of Drug Addicts

Against the backdrop of a post-Soviet state set af lame by geo-
political conflict and violent revolution, Narkomania considers 
whether substance use disorders are everywhere the same and 
whether our responses to drug use presuppose what kind of 
people those who use drugs really are. Jennifer J. Carroll's eth-
nography is a story about public health and international efforts 
to quell the spread of HIV. Carroll focuses on Ukraine where 
the prevalence of HIV among people who use drugs is higher 
than in parts of sub-Saharan Africa and unpacks the arguments 
and myths surrounding medication-assisted treatment (MAT) in 
Ukraine. What she presents in Narkomania forces us to question 
drug policy, its uses, and its effects on "normal" citizens.

Carroll uses her findings to explore what people who use 
drugs can teach us about the contemporary societies emerg-
ing in post-Soviet space. With examples of how MAT has been 
politicized, how drug use has been tied to ideas of "good" cit-
izenship, and how vigilantism towards people who use drugs 
has occurred, Narkomania details the cultural and historical 
backstory of the situation in Ukraine. Carroll reveals how global 
efforts supporting MAT in Ukraine allow the ideas surrounding 
MAT, drug use, and HIV to resonate more broadly into interna-
tional politics and echo into the heart of the Ukrainian public. 

Jennifer J. Carroll is Assistant Professor of Anthropology 
at Elon University and Adjunct Assistant Professor of Medicine 
at Brown University.

Narkomania
Drugs, HIV, and Citizenship in Ukraine

Jennifer J. Carroll
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"The Democracy Development Machine is 
a fantastic book. It’s exactly what political 
ethnography should be—insightful, 
analytically rigorous, ethnographically 
rich, and provocative."—Jennifer Burrell, 
Professor, College of Arts and Sciences, 
SUNY-Albany, and author of Maya After 
War

"Nicholas Copeland has written a 
powerful critique of grassroots democracy. 
Copeland captures the complicated 
ways local allegiances work in practice, 
shattering romantic notions of community 
cooperation. This reveals much about 
Guatemala's troubled politics and enriches 
our understanding of the multifaceted, 
often unintended, effects of social 
action."—Edward  Fischer, Vanderbilt 
University

The Democracy Development 
Machine
Neoliberalism, Radical Pessimism, and 
Authoritarian Populism in Mayan Guatemala

Nicholas Copeland

Nicholas Copeland sheds new light on rural politics in Guate-
mala and across neoliberal and post-conf lict settings in The 
Democracy Development Machine. This historical ethnography 
examines how governmentalized spaces of democracy and de-
velopment fell short, enabling and disfiguring an ethnic Mayan 
resurgence.

In a passionate and politically engaged book, Copeland 
argues that the transition to democracy in Guatemalan Mayan 
communities has led to a troubling paradox. He finds that while 
liberal democracy is celebrated in most of the world as the ideal, 
it can subvert political desires and channel them into illiberal 
spaces. As a result, Copeland explores alternative ways of imag-
ining liberal democracy and economic and social amelioration 
in a traumatized and highly unequal society as it strives to tran-
sition from war and authoritarian rule to open elections and 
free-market democracy. The Democracy Development Machine 
follows Guatemala's transition, reflects on Mayan involvement 
in politics during and after the conflict, and provides novel ways 
to link democratic development with economic and political 
development.

Thanks to generous funding from Virginia Tech and its partici-
pation in TOME (Toward an Open Monograph Ecosystem), the 
ebook editions of this book are available as Open Access (OA) 
volumes from Cornell Open (cornellopen.org) and other Open 
Access repositories. 

Nicholas Copeland is Assistant Professor of American 
Indian Studies at Virginia Tech. He is an H. F. Guggenheim 
Fellow and co-author of The World of Wal-Mart.
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"In this masterwork of storytelling, political 
analysis, philosophical reflection, and 
street smarts, the tensions of living poor 
are rendered with all of their complexities 
and inventiveness. Like its two main 
Ethiopian protagonists and makers of 
history, the book keeps moving across 
various repertoires of urban practices 
to grapple with the incommensurability 
of lives simultaneously self-fashioned 
and subjugated. Rarely have the details 
about making a good life no matter the 
systematic constraints been depicted 
with such unflinching understanding and 
compassion."—Abdou Maliq Simone, 
University of Sheffield, and author of For 
the City Yet to Come

"The Act of Living is an ethnographically 
rich book, clearly informed by years of 
careful, meticulous fieldwork and strong 
links of sociality and trust between the 
author and his informants." —Jon Schubert, 
Brunel University London, and author of 
Working the System

The Act of Living explores the relation between development and 
marginality in Ethiopia, one of the fastest growing economies in 
Africa. Replete with richly depicted characters and multi-layered 
narratives on history, everyday life and visions of the future, 
Marco Di Nunzio's ethnography of hustling and street life is an 
investigation of what is to live, hope and act in the face of the 
failing promises of development and change.

Di Nunzio follows the life trajectories of two men, "Haile" 
and "Ibrahim," as they grow up in the Ethiopian capital Addis 
Ababa, enter street life to get by, and turn to the city's expanding 
economies of work and entrepreneurship to search for a better 
life. Apparently favourable circumstances of development have 
not helped them achieve social improvement. As their condition 
of marginality endures, the two men embark in restless attempts 
to transform living into a site for hope and possibility.

By narrating Haile and Ibrahim's lives, The Act of Living ex-
plores how and why development continues to fail the poor, how 
marginality is understood and acted upon in a time of promise, 
and why poor people's claims for open-endedness can lead to 
better and more just alternative futures. Tying together anthro-
pology, African studies, political science, and urban studies, Di 
Nunzio takes readers on a bold exploration of the meaning of 
existence, hope, marginality, and street life.

Marco Di Nunzio is Lecturer in the Anthropology of Africa 
at the University of Birmingham.

The Act of Living
Street Life, Marginality, and Development in 
Urban Ethiopia

Marco Di Nunzio 
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"Katherine Lemons has written a powerful 
and compelling book that reshapes our 
understanding of secularism, Muslim law, 
and divorce in contemporary India."—Ra-
chel Sturman, Bowdoin College, and 
author of The Government of Social Life in 
Colonial India

"Divorcing Traditions is groundbreaking. 
It is a unique contribution to the 
understanding of the relation between 
religion and secularism in India—a splendid 
achievement."—Veena Das, Johns Hopkins 
University

"This ethnographically rich and analytically 
astute book examines how secularism, 
rather than separating law from religion, 
unsettles any hard distinction between 
those two domains. With brilliant 
insight, Katherine Lemons underscores 
the entanglement of political economy 
in kinship, religion, and law. Divorcing 
Traditions is an original intervention into 
the study of secularism, religion, and 
gender."—Mayanthi Fernando, University 
of California, Santa Cruz

Divorcing Traditions is an ethnography of Islamic legal expertise 
and practices in India, a secular state in which Muslims are 
a significant minority and where Islamic judgments are not 
legally binding. Katherine Lemons argues that an analysis of 
divorce in accordance with Islamic strictures is critical to the 
understanding of Indian secularism. 

Lemons analyzes four marital dispute adjudication forums 
run by Muslim jurists or lay Muslims to show that religious law 
does not muddle the categories of religion and law but generates 
them. Drawing on ethnographic and archival research conduct-
ed in these four institutions—NGO-run women's arbitration 
centers (mahila panchayats); sharia courts (dar ul-qazas); a 
Muslim jurist's authoritative legal opinions (fatwas); and the 
practice of what a Muslim legal expert (mufti) calls "spiritual 
healing"—Divorcing Traditions shows how secularism is an on-
going project that seeks to establish and maintain an appropriate 
relationship between religion and politics. A secular state is 
always secularizing. And yet, as Lemons demonstrates, the state 
is not the only arbiter of the relationship between religion and 
law: religious legal forums help to constitute the categories of 
private and public, religious and secular upon which secularism 
relies. In the end, because Muslim legal expertise and prac-
tice are central to the Indian legal system and because Muslim 
divorce's contested legal status marks a crisis of the secular 
distinction between religion and law, Muslim divorce, argues 
Lemons, is a key site for understanding Indian secularism. 

Katherine Lemons is Assistant Professor of Anthropology 
at McGill University.

Divorcing Traditions
Islamic Marriage Law and the Making of 
Indian Secularism

Katherine Lemons
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