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Greek Warfare beyond the Polis assesses the nature and broader 
significance of warfare in the mountains of classical Greece. 
Based on detailed reconstructions of four unconventional mili-
tary encounters, David A. Blome argues that the upland Greeks 
of the classical mainland developed defensive strategies to guard 
against external aggression. These strategies enabled wide-scale, 
sophisticated actions in response to invasions, but they did not 
require the direction of a central, federal government. Blome 
brings these strategies to the forefront by driving ancient Greek 
military history and ancient Greek scholarship “beyond the polis” 
into dialogue with each other. As he contends, beyond-the-polis 
scholarship has done much to expand and refine our under-
standing of the ancient Greek world, but it has overemphasized 
the importance of political institutions in emergent federal 
states and has yet to treat warfare involving upland Greeks sys-
tematically or in depth. In contrast, Greek Warfare beyond the 
Polis scrutinizes the socio-political roots of warfare from beyond 
the polis, which are often neglected in military histories of the 
Greek city-state. By focusing on the significance of warfare vis-
à-vis the socio-political development of upland polities, Blome 
shows that although the more powerful states of the classical 
Greek world were dismissive or ignorant of the military capabili-
ties of upland Greeks, the reverse was not the case. The Phocians, 
Aetolians, Acarnanians, and Arcadians ca.490–362 BCE were 
well aware of the arrogant attitudes of their aggressive neighbors, 
and as highly efficient political entities, they exploited these 
attitudes to great effect.

David A. Blome is a combat veteran of the US Marine Corps. 
He holds a PhD in Ancient History from Cornell University.

$39.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-4752-6
168 pages, 6 x 9, 5 maps

“This is an important work that fills a 
major lacuna in the field of ancient Greek 
military history. David A. Blome’s military 
experience distinguishes it from other 
books.”—Joseph Roisman, Colby College, 
author of The Classical Art of Command

“Greek Warfare Beyond the Polis tackles a 
topic given too little attention from schol-
ars, and does so in a series of captivating 
stories that take the reader directly into 
the midst of the thoughts and actions of 
Greek hoplites and soldiers fighting for 
to save their cities and themselves.”—Jim 
Lacey, Marine Corps War College, author 
of The First Clash and The Washington War

Greek Warfare beyond the Polis
Defense, Strategy, and the Making of Ancient 
Federal States

David A. Blome
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In his third and concluding volume, Lloyd P. Gerson presents 
an innovative account of Platonism, the central tradition in the 
history of philosophy, in conjunction with Naturalism, the “an-
ti-Platonism” in antiquity and contemporary philosophy. In this 
broad and sweeping argument, Gerson contends that Platonism 
identifies philosophy with a distinct subject matter, namely, the 
intelligible world and seeks to show that the Naturalist rejection 
of Platonism entails the elimination of a distinct subject matter 
for philosophy. Thus, the possibility of philosophy depends on 
the truth of Platonism. From Aristotle to Plotinus to Proclus, 
Gerson clearly links the construction of the Platonic system well 
beyond simply Plato’s dialogues, providing strong evidence of 
the vast impact of Platonism on philosophy throughout history. 
Platonism and Naturalism concludes that attempts to seek rap-
prochement between Platonism and Naturalism are unstable and 
likely indefensible.

Lloyd P. Gerson is Professor of Philosophy at the University of 
Toronto. He is the author or editor of numerous books, including, 
most recently, From Plato to Platonism.

$55.00 hardcover 978-1-5017-4725-0
318 pages, 6.125 x 9.25

“Gerson’s exceptionally detailed, rich 
and wide-ranging knowledge of Plato, 
Aristotle, Plotinus, and his distinctive 
reconstruction of their Platonism, com-
bined with his vigorous style, makes this a 
fascinating book.”—Vasilis Politis, Trinity 
College Dublin, author of The Structure 
of Enquiry in Plato’s Early Dialogues and 
co-editor of The Aporetic Tradition in 
Ancient Philosophy 

“Platonism and Naturalism is a work of 
magisterial scholarship. It is patently 
the product of a long engagement 
in philosophical thought, and offers 
an extended argument that provides 
profound insights into the connections 
between ancient Greek and contemporary 
philosophy.”—Nicholas D. Smith, Lewis 
and Clark College, author of Summoning 
Knowledge in Plato’s Republic

Platonism and Naturalism
The Possibility of Philosophy

Lloyd P. Gerson
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This original book has been consistently cited by scholars of 
international relations who explore the roots of realism in 
Thucydides’s history and the political philosophy of Thomas 
Hobbes. While acknowledging that neither thinker fits perfectly 
within the confines of international relations realism, Laurie M. 
Johnson proposes Hobbes’s philosophy is more closely aligned 
with it than Thucydides’s.

Laurie M. Johnson is Professor of Political Science at Kansas 
State University.

$24.95 paperback 978-1-5017-4780-9
276 pages, 6 x 9

“Johnson’s book has much to offer that is 
useful and instructive. She raises numer-
ous intelligent questions of interest to 
polticial theorists, students of international 
relations, and polticial scientists general-
ly.”—The Review of Politics

“Johnson’s book. . . sets out to break the 
link between Hobbes and Thucydides by 
orchestrating a debate between them on 
the topics of nature, justice and regimes.”—
The English Historical Review

Thucydides, Hobbes, and the 
Interpretation of Realism
Laurie M. Johnson

NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY PRESS
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Machiavelli’s ambiguous treatment of religion has fueled a con-
tentious and long-standing debate among scholars. Whereas 
some insist that Machiavelli is a Christian, others maintain he 
is a pagan. Sullivan mediates between these divergent views 
by arguing that he is neither but that he utilizes elements of 
both understandings arrayed in a wholly new way. In this illu-
minating study, Sullivan shows Machiavelli’s thought to be a 
highly original response to what he understood to be the crisis 
of his times.

Vickie B. Sullivan is the Cornelia M. Jackson Professor of 
Political Science at Tufts University.

$24.95 paperback 978-1-5017-4784-7
252 pages, 5.5 x 8.5

MACHIAVELLI’S
THREE ROMES

RELIGION, 
HUMAN LIBERTY, 

AND 
POLITICS REFORMED

V I C K I E  B .  S U L L I V A N
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“Vickie Sullivan’s book is an important and useful contribution to 

this literature. It combines meticulous scholarship with provocative 

and insightful analysis.”

—AMERICAN POLITICAL SCIENCE REVIEW 

“Sullivan advances the novel proposition that Machiavelli is the 

enemy of all religion. . . . an important new study, cogently argued 

and beautifully written.”

—THE ANNALS OF THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF  

POLITICAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCE

Machiavelli’s ambiguous treatment of religion has fueled a 

contentious and long-standing debate among scholars. Whereas 

some insist that Machiavelli is a Christian, others maintain he 

is a pagan. Sullivan mediates between these divergent views by 

arguing that he is neither but that he utilizes elements of both 

understandings arrayed in a wholly new way. In this illuminating 

study, Sullivan shows Machiavelli’s thought to be a highly original 

response to what he understood to be the crisis of his times. 

VICKIE B. SULLIVAN is the Cornelia M. Jackson Professor  

of Political Science at Tufts University.
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“Vickie Sullivan’s book is an important and 
useful contribution to this literature. It 
combines meticulous scholarship with 
provocative and insightful analysis. While 
issuing directly from this literature, and 
thus in a sense the intellectual heir of 
these debates, it attempts to overcome 
their dualistic character by presenting 
an alternative and original interpretation.  
In the process Sullivan provides a novel 
and intriguing perspective to both the 
Straussian and civic republican interpreta-
tions of Machiavelli.”—American Political 
Science Review

“She advances the novel proposition that 
Machiavelli is the enemy of all religion. . . . 
an important new study, cogently argued 
and beautifully written.”—The Annals of the 
American Academy of Political and Social 
Science

Machiavelli’s Three Romes
Religion, Human Liberty, and Politics 
Reformed

Vickie B. Sullivan

NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY PRESS
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$29.95 paperback 978-1-5017-1310-1
540 pages, 6 x 9

Mythologizing Performance
Richard P. Martin

Building on numerous original close readings of works by 
Homer, Hesiod, and other ancient Greek poets, Richard P. 
Martin articulates a broad and precise poetics of archaic Greek 
verse. The ancient Greek hexameter poetry of such works as 
the Iliad and the Odyssey differ from most modern verbal art 
because it was composed for live, face-to-face performance, often 
in a competitive setting, before an audience well versed in myth-
ological and ritual lore. The essays collected here span Martin’s 
acclaimed career and explore ways of reading this poetic heritage 
using principles and evidence from the comparative study of oral 
traditions, literary and speech-act theories, and the ethnographic 
record.

Among topics analyzed in depth are the narrative structures 
of Homer’s epics, the Hesiodic Works and Days, and the Ho-
meric Hymn to Apollo; the characterization of poetic and mu-
sical performers within the poems; the social context for verses 
ascribed to the legendary singer Orpheus; the significance of 
various rituals as stylized by poetic performances; and the in-
terrelations, at the level of diction and theme, among the major 
genres of epic and hymn, as well as “genres of speaking” such 
as lament, praise, advice, and proverbial wisdom.

Richard P. Martin is the Antony and Isabelle Raubitschek 
Professor of Classics at Stanford University. Among his many 
books are Classical Mythology Myths of the Ancient Greeks, and 
The Language of Heroes.”

MYTH AND POETICS II

“Martin’s book is a major collection from 
one of the most significant scholars 
of archaic poetry working in the past 
several decades. In this richly synoptic 
and synthetic meditation on the complex 
workings of archaic poetry, Martin 
builds on and brilliantly transfigures the 
implications of oral poetics for any study 
of archaic (and Hellenistic) poetry—and 
indeed for poetics as a whole.”—Laura 
Slatkin, Professor of Classics, New York 
University
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First-person poetry is a familiar genre in Latin literature. Prop-
ertius, Catullus, and Horace deployed the first-person speaker 
in a variety of ways that either bolster or undermine the link 
between this figure and the poet himself. In I, the Poet, Kathleen 
McCarthy offers a new approach to understanding the ubiqui-
tous use of a first-person voice in Augustan-age poetry, taking 
on several of the central debates in the field of Latin literary 
studies—including the inheritance of the Greek tradition, the 
shift from oral performance to written collections, and the status 
of the poetic “I-voice.”

In light of her own experience as a twenty-first century 
reader, for whom Latin poetry is meaningful across a great 
gulf of linguistic, cultural, and historical distances, McCarthy 
positions these poets as the self-conscious readers of and heirs 
to a long tradition of Greek poetry, which prompted them to 
explore radical forms of communication through the poetic 
form. Informed in part by the “New Lyric Studies,” I, the Poet 
will appeal not only to scholars of Latin literature but to readers 
across a range of literary studies who seek to understand the 
Roman contexts which shaped canonical poetic genres.

Kathleen McCarthy is Professor of Classics at University of 
California, Berkeley. She is author of Slaves, Masters, and the Art 
of Authority in Plautine Comedy.

$52.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-3955-2
258 pages, 6 x 9

“I, The Poet is an elegant and exceptionally 
interesting book about an important topic 
in Latin literature, and I strongly recom-
mend it.”—Andrew Feldherr, Princeton 
University, author of Playing Gods

“Kathleen McCarthy’s book is a stimulating 
contribution to the application of narrative 
theory to the study of several major 
Latin poets.”—Hayden  Pelliccia, Cornell 
University, author of Mind, Body, and 
Speech in Homer and Pindar

“By posing a deceptively simple question—
is the “I” addressing a “you” in a given 
Latin poem also performing a poem, or 
just talking?—McCarthy’s elegant eye-
opener of a book productively disrupts 
stale categories and stands to reinvigorate 
the literary study of Latin poetry.”—David 
Wray, The University of Chicago

I, the Poet
First-Person Form in Horace, Catullus, and 
Propertius

Kathleen McCarthy
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This biography of Alcibiades, the charismatic Athenian states-
man and general (c. 450–404 BC) who achieved both renown 
and infamy during the Peloponnesian War, is both an extraor-
dinary adventure story and a cautionary tale that reveals the 
dangers that political opportunism and demagoguery pose to 
democracy. As Jacqueline de Romilly brilliantly documents, Al-
cibiades’s life is one of wanderings and vicissitudes, promises 
and disappointments, brilliant successes and ruinous defeats. 
Born into a wealthy and powerful family in Athens, Alcibia-
des was a student of Socrates and disciple of Pericles, and he 
seemed destined to dominate the political life of his city—and 
his tumultuous age.

Romilly shows, however, that he was too ambitious. Haunted 
by financial and sexual intrigues and political plots, Alcibia-
des was exiled from Athens, sentenced to death, recalled to his 
homeland, only to be exiled again. He defected from Athens to 
Sparta and from Sparta to Persia and then from Persia back to 
Athens, buffeted by scandal after scandal, most of them of his 
own making. A gifted demagogue and, according to his contem-
poraries, more handsome than the hero Achilles, Alcibiades is 
also a strikingly modern figure, whose seductive celebrity and 
dangerous ambition anticipated current crises of leadership.

Elizabeth Trapnell Rawlings is a freelance translator of texts 
in French, working since 1992. 

Jacqueline de Romilly (1913–2010) was a distinguished schol-
ar of Greek history and culture. In 1973, she became Chair of 
Greek at the College de France, the first woman nominated 
to this prestigious institution. In 1988, she was elected to the 
Académie Française as the second woman member, after Mar-
guerite Yourcenar. Romilly was an A.D. White Professor at large 
at Cornell from 1974 to 1980.

$29.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-1975-2
228 pages, 6 x 9, 2 maps

“Jacqueline de Romilly’s study of Alcib-
iades astonishingly succeeds in arousing 
in the reader the same feelings as those 
undoubtedly once experienced by the 
Athenian public before this extraordinary 
person. Her book inspires not only wonder 
at Alcibiades’s varied talents and admira-
tion at his ability to seduce those around 
him but also anxiety about his ambitions 
and fear for the risks he takes. With its 
sudden reversals—victories followed by 
terrible defeats, resounding successes as 
well as the most bitter failures—Romilly’s 
book possesses the color of an epic with 
accents of tragedy.”—Revue des Études 
Grecques (reviewing the French edition)

The Life of Alcibiades
Dangerous Ambition and the Betrayal of 
Athens

Jacqueline de Romilly

translated by Elizabeth Trapnell Rawlings

CORNELL STUDIES IN CLASSICAL PHILOSOPHY
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Following the dissolution of the Western Roman Empire, local 
Christian leaders were confronted with the problem of how to 
conceptualize and administer their regional churches. As Greg-
ory Halfond shows, the bishops of post-Roman Gaul oversaw a 
transformation in the relationship between church and state. He 
shows that by constituting themselves as a corporate body, the 
Gallic episcopate was able to wield significant political influence 
on local, regional, and kingdom-wide scales.

Gallo-Frankish bishops were conscious of their corporate 
membership in an exclusive order, the rights and responsibili-
ties of which were consistently being redefined and subsequently 
expressed through liturgy, dress, physical space, preaching, and 
association with cults of sanctity. But as Halfond demonstrates, 
individual bishops, motivated by the promise of royal patronage 
to provide various forms of service to the court, often strug-
gled, sometimes unsuccessfully, to balance their competing 
loyalties. However, even the resulting conflicts between indi-
vidual bishops did not, he shows, fundamentally undermine 
the Gallo-Frankish episcopate’s corporate identity or integrity. 
Ultimately, Halfond provides a far more subtle and sophisti-
cated understanding of church-state relations across the early 
medieval period.

Gregory I. Halfond is Associate Professor of History at Fram-
ingham State University. His prior publications include The 
Archaeology of Frankish Church Councils, AD 511–768 and The 
Medieval Way of War.

$49.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-3931-6
220 pages, 6 x 9,  1 map

“Bishops and the Politics of Patronage in 
Merovingian Gaul shines new light on an 
important but unevenly treated topic. It 
will be a valuable addition to reading lists 
on Late Antiquity and the early Middle 
Ages at all levels.”—James T. Palmer, 
University of St. Andrews, author of The 
Apocalypse in the Early Middle Ages

“Gregory I. Halfond provides an intriguing 
study on the history of the church in 
the Merovingian kingdom. He shows 
convincingly how the formation of the 
first Catholic kingdom in the post-Roman 
west engendered a new sense of solidarity 
among the members of the Merovingian 
episcopate as well as new ideas about the 
nature of the church and its relation to 
the state.”—Helmut Reimitz, Princeton 
University, author of History, Frankish 
Identity and the Framing of Western 
Ethnicity, 550-850

Bishops and the Politics of 
Patronage in Merovingian Gaul
Gregory I. Halfond
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New Directions in Cypriot Archaeology highlights current schol-
arship that employs a range of new techniques, methods, and 
theoretical approaches to questions related to the archaeology 
of the prehistoric and protohistoric periods on the island of 
Cyprus. From revolutions in radiocarbon dating, to the compo-
sitional analysis of ceramic remains, to the digital applications 
used to study landscape histories at broad scales, to rethinking 
human-environment/climate interrelationships, the last few 
decades of research on Cyprus invite inquiry into the implica-
tions of these novel archaeological methods for the field and its 
future directions. This edited volume gathers together a new 
generation of scholars who offer a revealing exploration of these 
insights as well as challenges to big questions in Cypriot archae-
ology, such as the rise of social complexity, urban settlement 
histories, and changes in culture and identity. These enduring 
topics provide the foundation for investigating the benefits and 
challenges of twenty-first-century methods and conceptual 
frameworks. Divided into three main sections related to critical 
chronological transitions, from earliest prehistory to the devel-
opment of autonomous kingdoms during the Iron Age, each 
contribution exposes and engages with a different advance in 
studies of material culture, absolute dating, paleoenvironmen-
tal analysis, and spatial studies using geographic information 
systems. From rethinking the chronological transitions of the 
Early Bronze Age, to exploring regional craft production regimes 
of the Middle and Late Bronze Ages, to locating Iron Age cem-
eteries through archival topographic maps, these exciting and 
pioneering authors provide innovative ways of thinking about 
Cypriot archaeology and its relationship to the wider discipline.

Catherine Kearns  is Assistant Professor of Classics at 
the University of Chicago. 

Sturt Manning is Goldwin Smith Professor of Classical 
Archaeology at Cornell University.

$55.00 hardcover 978-1-5017-3269-0
312 pages, 7 x 10, 22 b&w halftones, 34 maps, 31 charts

“New Directions in Cypriot Archaeology 
is an important volume that presents 
new information and interpretations and 
incorporates and advances theoretical 
discussion. It will be a valuable resource for 
both specialists and students.”—Jennifer 
Webb, La Trobe University, and author of 
Ambelikou Aletri. Metallurgy and Pottery 
Production in Middle Bronze Age Cyprus

Contributors: Georgia M. Andreou, Postdoc-
toral Fellow, Department of Classics, Cornell 
University; Stella Diakou, Postdoctoral Fellow, 
Archaeological Research Unit, University of 
Cyprus; Maria Dikomitou-Eliadou, Postdoc-
toral Fellow, Archaeological Research Unit, 
University of Cyprus; David Frankel, Professor 
Emeritus of Archaeology and History, La Trobe 
University; Artemis Georgiou, Marie Curie 
Research Fellow, Archaeological Research Unit, 
University of Cyprus; Catherine Kearns, Assis-
tant Professor of Classics, University of Chicago; 
Sturt W. Manning, Goldwin Smith Professor of 
Classical Archaeology, Cornell University; Eilis 
Monahan, PhD Candidate, Department of Near 
Eastern Studies, Cornell University; Charalam-
bos Paraskeva, Postdoctoral Researcher, Depart-
ment of History and Archaeology, University 
of Cyprus; Anna Satraki, Director of Larnaka 
District Museum, Department of Antiquities of 
Cyprus; Matthew Spigelman, ACME Heritage 
Consultants, Partner

New Directions in Cypriot 
Archaeology
edited by Catherine Kearns and Sturt W. 
Manning
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Was religious practice in ancient Rome cultic and hostile to in-
dividual expression? Or was there, rather, considerable latitude 
for individual initiative and creativity? Jörg Rüpke, one of the 
world’s leading authorities on Roman religion, demonstrates in 
his new book that it was a lived religion with individual appro-
priations evident at the heart of such rituals as praying, dedicat-
ing, making vows, and reading. On Roman Religion definitively 
dismantles previous approaches that depicted religious practice 
as uniform and static. Juxtaposing very different, strategic, and 
even subversive forms of individuality with traditions, their 
normative claims, and their institutional protections, Rüpke 
highlights the dynamic character of Rome’s religious institu-
tions and traditions. 

In Rüpke’s view, lived ancient religion is as much about vari-
ations or even outright deviance as it is about attempts and fail-
ures to establish or change rules and roles and to communicate 
them via priesthoods, practices related to images or classified 
as magic, and literary practices. Rüpke analyzes observations of 
religious experience by contemporary authors including Proper-
tius, Ovid, and the author of the “Shepherd of Hermas.” These 
authors, in very different ways, reflect on individual appropri-
ation of religion among their contemporaries, and they offer 
these reflections to their readership or audiences. Rüpke also 
concentrates on the ways in which literary texts and inscriptions 
informed the practice of rituals.

Jörg Rüpke is Permanent Fellow in Religious Studies at the 
Max Weber Center, University of Erfurt. He is the author of 
many books, including From Jupiter to Christ: On the History of 
Religion in the Roman Imperial Period, Religion: Antiquity and 
Modern Legacy, and Religion in Republican Rome: Rationalization 
and Ritual Change.

$49.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-0470-3
210 pages, 6 x 9, 10 b&w halftones

“Drawing on the contemporary 
methodology of ‘lived religion,’ Rüpke 
examines a variety of texts, practices, 
and religious artifacts to discover how 
Romans individualized their religion. He 
persuasively demonstrates that religious 
individuality can be seen in domestic cults, 
public sanctuaries, and personal visionary 
experiences. . . . This is a groundbreaking 
study by a leading historian of Roman 
religion. Summing Up: Essential. 
Upper-division undergraduates through 
faculty.”—Choice

“A lucid, thought-provoking, and highly 
persuasive attempt to access ‘lived ancient 
religion.’ . . . The book as a whole is 
enormously fertile, and really is essential 
reading for anyone interested in ‘Roman 
religion.’”—Reading Religion

“Provocative reading for anyone interested 
in Roman culture in the late Republic and 
early Empire.”—Religious Studies Review

On Roman Religion
Lived Religion and the Individual in Ancient 
Rome

Jörg Rüpke

CORNELL STUDIES IN CLASSICAL PHILOSOPHY



11  C O R N E L L P R E S S . C O R N E L L . E D U

$55.00 hardcover 978-94-6270-162-5
272 pages, 6 x 9, 99 color halftones

Beyond Provenance
New Approaches to Interpreting the Chemistry 
of Archaeological Copper Alloys

edited by Mark Pollard

For the last 180 years, scientists have been attempting to deter-
mine the ‘provenance’ (geological source) of the copper used in 
Bronze Age artefacts. However, despite advances in analytical 
technologies, the theoretical approach has remained virtually 
unchanged over this period, with the interpretative method-
ology only changing to accommodate the increasing capacity 
of computers. This book represents a concerted effort to think 
about the composition of Bronze Age metal as the product of 
human intentionality as well as of geology. It considers the trace 
element composition of the metal, the alloying elements, and 
the lead isotopic composition, showing how a combination of 
these aspects, along with archaeological context and typology, 
can reveal much more about the life history of such artefacts, 
expanding considerably upon the rather limited ambition of 
knowing where the ore was extracted.

Beyond Provenance serves as a ‘how-to handbook’ for those 
wishing to look for evidence of human intentionality in the 
chemical patterning observed in bronzes.

This publication is GPRC-labeled (Guaranteed Peer Review 
Content).

Mark Pollard is Edward Hall Professor of Archaeological 
Science at the Research Laboratory for Archaeology, School of 
Archaeology, University of Oxford, and PI on the ERC Advanced 
Grant ‘FLAME’.

LEUVEN UNIVERSITY PRESS
STUDIES IN ARCHEOLOGICAL SCIENCES
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$69.95 hardcover 978-0-8014-4210-0
666 pages, 6 x 9, 4 maps

“Walter Pohl has succeeded in stripping 
much of this veil of mystery from the 
Avars. . . . a heterogeneous group from 
central Asia who dominated the Byzantine 
Danube frontier in a complicated 
relationship that saw raids, wars, trade, 
and the payment of large annual sums of 
tribute. In tracing the history of the Avars 
and the peoples they dominated or fought 
and traded with, this is an illuminating 
history of southeast Europe in the early 
Middle Ages.”—Speculum

“This volume contain a wealth of informa-
tion and informed discussion; it will repay 
careful study by anyone involved in the 
late Roman and early medieval period, 
and will remain the standard guide into 
the foreseeable future.”—English Historical 
Review

The Avars
A Steppe Empire in Central Europe, 567–822

Walter Pohl

The Avars arrived in Europe from the Central Asian steppes in 
the mid-sixth century CE and dominated much of Central and 
Eastern Europe for almost 250 years. Fierce warriors and canny 
power brokers, the Avars were more influential and durable than 
Attila’s Huns, yet have remained hidden in history. Walter Pohl’s 
epic narrative, translated into English for the first time, restores 
them to their rightful place in the story of early medieval Europe.

The Avars offers a comprehensive overview of their history, 
tracing the Avars from the construction of their steppe empire 
in the center of Europe; their wars and alliances with the Byz-
antines, Slavs, Lombards, and others; their apex as the first so-
called barbarian power to besiege Constantinople (in 626); to 
their fall under the Frankish armies of Charlemagne and subse-
quent disappearance as a distinct cultural group. Pohl uncovers 
the secrets of their society, synthesizing the rich archaeological 
record recovered from more than 60,000 graves of the period, as 
well as accounts of the Avars by Byzantine and other chroniclers.

In recovering the story of the fascinating encounter between 
Eurasian nomads who established an empire in the heart of 
Europe and the post-Roman Christian cultures of Europe, this 
book provides a new perspective on the origins of medieval 
Europe itself.

Walter Pohl is Professor of Medieval History at the University 
of Vienna, and Director of the Institute of Medieval Research 
at the Austrian Academy of Sciences. He is the editor of Visions 
of Community and Strategies of Identitifcation, and author of nu-
merous works in German.
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“Incidental Archaeologists offers an 
in-depth, rigorous archival exploration 
that, while providing a clear history to 
archaeological policy under the French in 
Algeria, also uncovers its links to affective 
relationships to the past, the construction 
of the racialized and colonized other, 
and the many forms of violence that are 
attendant with colonial force and often 
glossed as ‘pacification.”—Antiquity

“Incidental Archaeologists will likely remain 
the main reference on the impact of 
the Roman imperial legacy in French 
Algeria for quite some time. Through 
an admirable engagement with the 
archives and the existing literature, Effros 
has provided invaluable depth to the 
well-known influence of the Roman model 
on French colonial officers.”—Modern & 
Contemporary France

Incidental Archaeologists
French Officers and the Rediscovery of Roman 
North Africa

Bonnie Effros

In Incidental Archaeologists, Bonnie Effros examines the archae-
ological contributions of nineteenth-century French military 
officers, who, raised on classical accounts of warfare and often 
trained as cartographers, developed an interest in the Roman 
remains they encountered when commissioned in the colony 
of Algeria. By linking the study of the Roman past to French 
triumphant narratives of the conquest and occupation of the 
Maghreb, Effros demonstrates how Roman archaeology in the 
forty years following the conquest of the Ottoman Regencies of 
Algiers and Constantine in the 1830s helped lay the groundwork 
for the creation of a new identity for French military and civilian 
settlers.

Effros uses France’s violent colonial war, its efforts to doc-
ument the ancient Roman past, and its brutal treatment of the 
region’s Arab and Berber inhabitants to underline the close 
entanglement of knowledge production with European impe-
rialism. Significantly, Incidental Archaeologists shows how the 
French experience in Algeria contributed to the professionaliza-
tion of archaeology in metropolitan France.

Effros demonstrates how the archaeological expeditions un-
dertaken by the French in Algeria and the documentation they 
collected of ancient Roman military accomplishments reflected 
French confidence that they would learn from Rome’s techno-
logical accomplishments and succeed, where the Romans had 
failed, in mastering the region.

Bonnie Effros is Professor of European History and holder of 
the Chaddock Chair of Economic and Social History at the Uni-
versity of Liverpool. She is author of, most recently, Uncovering 
the Germanic Past: Merovingian Archaeology in France, 1830-1914.
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“Magnificent. . . . The translators and 
commentators assembled by McBrayer 
approach Xenophon with a prudence and 
care that would have made the Athenian 
smile.”—The Weekly Standard

“Plaudits to Gregory McBrayer, who has 
edited a new collection of the shorter 
works of the ancient Greek philosopher 
Xenophon, complete with fresh literal 
translations and interpretative essays 
by distinguished scholars. The Shorter 
Writings features Xenophon’s reflections 
on subjects ranging from tyranny, political 
economy, hunting with dogs, and the ways 
of life of Athens and Sparta, the two most 
interesting Greek cities. By writing on 
topics that can at first glance sometimes 
appear quite mundane, Xenophon shows 
how the greatest philosophical puzzles can 
be seen through the practical problems of 
life out in the world.”—Mosaic Magazine

The Shorter Writings
Xenophon

edited by Gregory A. McBrayer

This book contains new, annotated, and literal yet accessible 
translations of Xenophon’s eight shorter writings, accompanied 
by interpretive essays that reveal these works to be masterful 
achievements by a serious thinker of the first rank who raises 
important moral, political, and philosophical questions. Five 
of these shorter writings are unmistakably devoted to political 
matters. The Agesilaos is a eulogy of a Spartan king, and the 
Hiero, or the Skilled Tyrant recounts a searching dialogue be-
tween a poet and a tyrant. The Regime of the Lacedaemonians 
presents itself as a laudatory examination of what turns out to 
be an oligarchic regime of a certain type, while The Regime of the 
Athenians offers an unflattering picture of a democratic regime. 
Ways and Means, or On Revenues offers suggestions on how to 
improve the political economy of Athens’ troubled democracy.

The other three works included here—The Skilled Cavalry 
Commander, On Horsemanship, and The One Skilled at Hunting 
with Dogs—treat skills deemed appropriate for soldiers and 
leaders, touching on matters of political importance, especially 
in regard to war. By bringing together Xenophon’s shorter writ-
ings, this volume aims to help those interested in Xenophon to 
better understand the core of his thought, political as well as 
philosophical.

Interpretive essays by: Wayne Ambler, Robert C. Bartlett, 
Amy L. Bonnette, Susan D. Collins, Michael Ehrmantraut, David 
Levy, Gregory A. McBrayer, Abram N. Shulsky.

Gregory A. McBrayer is Assistant Professor of Political Sci-
ence and Director of the University Core Curriculum at Ashland 
University.

AGORA EDITIONS
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“An extremely thorough, erudite, and 
convincing exploration of Plutarch’s 
philosophical conceptions of oracular 
divination, which offers a detailed and 
sensitive analysis of Plutarch’s philosoph-
ical theories regarding the operation 
and efficacy of divination and makes 
an extremely important contribution to 
scholarship on ancient philosophy and its 
relationship with divination. As such, this 
work should be read by all scholars and 
postgraduate students of ancient philos-
ophy and Graeco-Roman religions. It will 
also be immensely useful for scholars and 
students in philosophy, classics, religious 
studies, theology, and anthropology.”

—Bryn Mawr Classical Review

Oracular divination was of special concern for Plutarch of 
Chaeronea (45–120 AD), Platonic philosopher as well as priest 
at the oracle of Apollo in Delphi. The peculiar nature of Del-
phic divination as an (im)perfect intermediary between the 
material and the immaterial world is fathomed in a thorough 
study of Plutarch’s Delphic dialogues. This in-depth philosoph-
ical-conceptual analysis will disclose an original interpretation 
of oracular divination in Plutarch as interconnected with his 
psychological and cosmological conceptions. A Perfect Medium? 
reveals the Delphic temple as a crucial element in Plutarch’s 
philosophy, as a microcosm reflecting the cosmic dynamics, and 
as a symbol embodying the relationship between human thirst 
for knowledge and divine absolute wisdom.

Elsa Giovanna Simonetti obtained her PhD in philosophy 
from Università di Padova and KU Leuven in 2016.

A Perfect Medium?
Oracular Divination in the Thought of 
Plutarch

Elsa Giovanna Simonetti

PLUTARCHEA HYPOMMEMATA

LEUVEN UNIVERSITY PRESS
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“..the book is an important achievement. 
It is full of precious observations and 
suggestions. Even if someone is not fully 
convinced by the application of such an 
historical set of criteria he will find the 
book a highly rewarding reading.”—Péter 
Lautner, The International Journal of the 
Platonic Tradition 2016

“Gerson’s book is a highly valuable, 
well-written contribution to Plato nism 
research. It persuasively makes a case for 
understanding Plato’s philosophy as a 
coherent system that has an intricate and 
meaningful relation to later Platonistic 
philosophical positions. From this point, 
Plato appears as a Platonist indeed.”

—Claas Lattman, CLASSICAL JOURNAL

From Plato to Platonism
Lloyd P. Gerson

Was Plato a Platonist? While ancient disciples of Plato would 
have answered this question in the affirmative, modern schol-
ars have generally denied that Plato’s own philosophy was in 
substantial agreement with that of the Platonists of succeeding 
centuries. In From Plato to Platonism, Lloyd P. Gerson argues 
that the ancients are correct in their assessment. He arrives at 
this conclusion in an especially ingenious manner, challenging 
fundamental assumptions about how Plato’s teachings have 
come to be understood. Through deft readings of the philosoph-
ical principles found in Plato’s dialogues and in the Platonic 
tradition beginning with Aristotle, he shows that Platonism, 
broadly conceived, is the polar opposite of naturalism and that 
the history of philosophy from Plato until the seventeenth cen-
tury was the history of various efforts to find the most consistent 
and complete version of “anti-naturalism.” 

Gerson contends that the philosophical position of Plato—
Plato’s own Platonism, so to speak—was produced out of a 
matrix he calls “Ur-Platonism.” According to Gerson, Ur-Pla-
tonism is the conjunction of five “antis” that in total arrive at 
anti-naturalism: anti-nominalism, anti-mechanism, anti-mate-
rialism, anti-relativism, and anti-skepticism. Plato’s Platonism 
is an attempt to construct the most consistent and defensible 
positive system uniting the five “antis.” It is also the system that 
all later Platonists throughout Antiquity attributed to Plato when 
countering attacks from critics including Peripatetics, Stoics, 
and Sceptics. In conclusion, Gerson shows that Late Antique 
philosophers such as Proclus were right in regarding Plotinus 
as “the great exegete of the Platonic revelation.”

Lloyd P. Gerson is Professor of Philosophy at the University 
of Toronto. He is the author of many books, including Aristotle 
and Other Platonists, also from Cornell, and Knowing Persons: A 
Study in Plato, and editor of The Cambridge History of Philosophy 
in Late Antiquity.
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“Rawlings has done a great favor to stu-
dents of Thucydides by making Romilly’s 
work available to an English-speaking 
audience. With this work Romilly 
revolutionized how scholars approached 
and studied Thucydides. Instead of 
analyzing the accuracy of his narrative on 
the Peloponnesian War, Romilly examines 
how Thucydides thought. She treats 
the history like a piece of intellectual art 
and Thucydides like an artist.”—Nikolaus 
Overtoom, Louisiana State University

“Students at every level, from under-
graduates to advanced scholars, will be 
grateful for this English translation of 
Histoire et raison chez Thucydide, the best 
of all Jacqueline de Romilly’s many and 
distinguished publications on Thucydides, 
and one of the best books on Thucydides 
of any period and in any language. It was 
way ahead of its time in its sophisticated 
examination of Thucydides’ narrative 
technique.”—Simon Hornblower, Univer-
sity of Oxford, author of Thucydides and 
Pindar: Historical Narrative and the World 
of Epinikian Poetry

The publication of Jacqueline de Romilly’s Histoire et raison 
chez Thucydide in 1956 virtually transformed scholarship on 
Thucydides. Rather than mining The Peloponnesian War to 
speculate on its layers of composition or second-guess its ac-
curacy, it treated it as a work of art deserving rhetorical and 
aesthetic analysis. Ahead of its time in its sophisticated focus 
upon the verbal texture of narrative, it proved that a literary 
approach offered the most productive and nuanced way to study 
Thucydides. Still in print in the original French, the book has 
influenced numerous Classicists and historians, and is now 
available in English for the first time in a careful translation 
by Elizabeth Trapnell Rawlings. The Cornell edition includes 
an introduction by Hunter R. Rawlings III and Jeffrey Rusten 
tracing the context of this book’s original publication and its 
continuing influence on the study of Thucydides.

Romilly shows that Thucydides constructs his account of the 
Peloponnesian War as a profoundly intellectual experience for 
readers who want to discern the patterns underlying historical 
events. Employing a commanding logic that exercises total con-
trol over the data of history, Thucydides uses rigorous principles 
of selection, suggestive juxtapositions, and artfully opposed 
speeches to reveal systematic relationships between plans and 
outcomes, impose meaning on the smallest events, and insist 
on the constant battle between intellect and chance. Thucydides’ 
mind found in unity and coherence its ideal of historical truth.

Jacqueline de Romilly  (1913–2010) was the author of more 
than thirty books on the literature and history of ancient Greece; 
among her many honors, she was the first woman Professor 
of the Collège de France, and in 1989 was the second woman 
elected to the Académie Française.

Elizabeth Trapnell Rawlings is an independent translator of 
books including The Care of the Dead in Late Antiquity by Éric 
Rebillard and The Mourning Voice by Nicole Loraux. 

The Mind of Thucydides
Jacqueline de Romilly

introduction by Hunter R. Rawlings III and 
Jeffrey Rusten

translated by Elizabeth Trapnell Rawlings

CORNELL STUDIES IN CLASSICAL PHILOLOGY
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“This is a remarkable, learned work that 
shows great sensitivity, born of very close 
reading, to the epic Mahabharata as an 
oral performative phonomenon. Kevin 
McGrath’s arguments for the nature 
of archaic kingship envisioned by the 
poets of the Mahabharata as one in 
which ‘sovereignty’ is of a cooperative 
rather than absolute nature are persuasive 
and eye-opening. His exposition and 
clarification of the ideals of kingship in 
the Mahabharata are masterful: a better 
summing up of the complexity of the 
picture for the modern reader could not 
be found. Anyone interested in Greek epic 
poetry from a comparative perspective 
and, more broadly, in Indo-European 
myth and poetics will profit immensely 
from this work.”—Roger Dillard Woodard, 
Andrew Van Vranken Raymond Chair of 
the Classics and Professor of Classics, 
Linguistics, and Anthropology, University 
of Buffalo, author of Myth, Ritual, and 
the Warrior in Roman and Indo-European 
Antiquity

Raja Yudhisthira
Kingship in Epic Mahabharata

Kevin McGrath

In Raja Yudhisthira, Kevin McGrath brings his comprehensive 
literary, ethnographic, and analytical knowledge of the epic Ma-
habharata to bear on the representation of kingship in the poem. 
He shows how the preliterate Great Bharata song depicts both 
archaic and classical models of kingly and premonetary polity 
and how the king becomes a ruler who is viewed as ritually 
divine. Based on his precise and empirical close reading of the 
text, McGrath then addresses the idea of heroic religion in both 
antiquity and today; for bronze-age heroes still receive great de-
votional worship in modern India and communities continue 
to clash at the sites that have been—for millennia—associated 
with these epic figures; in fact, the word hero is in fact more of a 
religious than a martial term.One of the most important contri-
butions of Raja Yudhisthira, and a subtext in McGrath’s analysis 
of Yudhisthira’s kingship, is the revelation that neither of the 
contesting moieties of the royal Hastinapura clan triumphs in 
the end, for it is the Yadava band of Krsna who achieve real 
victory. That is, it is the matriline and not the patriline that 
secures ultimate success: it is the kinship group of Krsna—the 
heroic figure who was to become the dominant Vaisnava icon of 
classical India—who benefits most from the terrible Bharata war.

Kevin McGrath is an Associate of the Department of South 
Asian Studies, Harvard University. He is the author of Arjuna 
Paava: The Double Hero in Epic Mahabharata; In The Kacch: 
A Memoir of Love and Place; Heroic Krsna: Friendship in Epic 
Mahabharata; Jaya: Performance in Epic Mahabharata; Stri: Fem-
inine Power in the Mahabharata; and The Sanskrit Hero: Karna 
in Epic Mahabharata.

MYTH AND POETICS II
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“In Christians and their Many Identities 
in Late Antiquity, Éric Rebillard goes 
much further in problematizing group 
formation in late Roman Africa. [Rebillard] 
stridently critiques the widespread 
scholarly tendency to assume that 
‘Christians’ (and, for that matter, ‘pagans’) 
represented an identifiable group in late 
Roman society. [He] stresses that religious 
affiliation was only one facet of these 
individuals’ identities and did not translate 
automatically into participation within the 
‘internally homogeneous and externally 
bounded groups’ (2) generally presumed 
by historical analysis.”—Robin Whelan, 
Journal of Roman Studies 2014

“It is certainly refreshing to have to consider 
‘the intermittency.. of Christianness’ (p. 
93) in the everyday lived experience of 
individual Christians during the vastly 
changing religious and social conditions 
prevailing in North Africa over these 
nearly three centuries. Rebillard acutely 
raises the pertinent questions of what 
exactly it meant to be a Christian over 
these years and what were the parameters 
of Christian identity. For this, Rebillard 
has done us a stimulating and innovative 
service.”—Graeme Clarke, The Catholic 
Historical Review October 2013

For too long, the study of religious life in Late Antiquity has 
relied on the premise that Jews, pagans, and Christians were 
largely discrete groups divided by clear markers of belief, ritual, 
and social practice. More recently, however, a growing body of 
scholarship is revealing the degree to which identities in the 
late Roman world were fluid, blurred by ethnic, social, and 
gender differences. Christianness, for example, was only one 
of a plurality of identities available to Christians in this period. 

In Christians and Their Many Identities in Late Antiquity, 
North Africa, 200–450 CE, Éric Rebillard explores how Chris-
tians in North Africa between the age of Tertullian and the age 
of Augustine were selective in identifying as Christian, giving 
salience to their religious identity only intermittently. By shift-
ing the focus from groups to individuals, Rebillard more broadly 
questions the existence of bounded, stable, and homogeneous 
groups based on Christianness. In emphasizing that the in-
termittency of Christianness is structurally consistent in the 
everyday life of Christians from the end of the second to the 
middle of the fifth century, this book opens a whole range of 
new questions for the understanding of a crucial period in the 
history of Christianity.

Éric Rebillard is Professor of Classics and History at Cornell 
University. He is the author of The Care of the Dead in Late 
Antiquity, also from Cornell.

Christians and Their Many 
Identities in Late Antiquity, North 
Africa, 200-450 CE
Éric Rebillard 
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“Newton’s translation is an exemplary 
accomplishment, scrupulously bringing 
Cicero’s great work to life in English for 
perhaps the first time. It merits the trans-
lator’s equivalent of summa cum laude: 
to an unprecedented degree, Newton’s 
On Duties is Cicero’s On Duties.”— Eli 
Friedland, Interpretation Fall 2017

“This book is a gem in the renaissance of 
Cicero studies now occurring. A literal 
translation at times throws new light on 
long troublesome passages in Cicero. This 
is just what happens in reading Benjamin 
Patrick Newton’s literal, lucid, and often 
elegant translation of Cicero’s most 
influential work. This book is enriched 
both with informational notes that make 
the text accessible to a first-time reader 
of Cicero and with an interpretative 
essay informed by recent scholarship and 
marked by the author’s notable insights.”

— Walter Nicgorski, University of Notre 
Dame

On Duties
Marcus Tullius Cicero

translated by Benjamin Patrick Newton

Benjamin Patrick Newton’s translation of Cicero’s On Duties is 
the most complete edition of a text that has been considered a 
source of moral authority throughout classical, medieval, and 
modern times. Marcus Tullius Cicero was a preeminent Roman 
statesman, orator, and philosopher who introduced philosophy 
into Rome, and through Rome, into Christendom and the 
modern world. On Duties was championed by important think-
ers including Thomas Aquinas, Montesquieu, and Voltaire, and 
it was one of the earliest books printed on the Gutenberg press. 

The true significance of On Duties lies in its examination 
of several fundamental problems of political philosophy, the 
most important being the possible conflict between the hon-
orable and the useful. The honorable encompasses the virtues 
of human beings, which include justice and concern for the 
common good. The useful refers to the needs of living beings, 
which includes certain necessities and concern for private good. 
Only by understanding the possible conflict between these two 
sides of human nature, Cicero declares, may we understand our 
duties to our community and to ourselves. This new edition of 
On Duties aims to provide readers who cannot read Latin but 
wish to study the book with a literal yet elegant translation. It 
features an introduction, outline, footnotes, interpretative essay, 
glossary, and indexes, making Cicero’s thought accessible to a 
general audience.

Benjamin Patrick Newton is Assistant Professor of Political 
Science and Coordinator of the Legal Studies Program at Tar-
leton State University.

AGORA EDITIONS
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katherine m. d. dunbabin

theater and spectacle 

in the art 

of the roman empire

E

$45.00 paperback 978-0-8014-5688-6
344 pages, 8 x 10, 193 color photographs

“Not since the classic work of T. B. L. 
Webster has there been so important a 
presentation and analysis of visual material 
dealing with imperial performance. . . . In 
both its range of material and opening of 
major new sources, this is a landmark book 
in the field and will doubtless be regarded 
as a central text in this area for many years 
to come.”—Theatre Journal 2017

“Theater and Spectacle in the Art of the 
Roman Empire is a superb book by a 
superior scholar whose vast erudition, 
lightly worn, is evident on every page. 
It is very well written, very clear, and 
extraordinarily well informed on a wide 
range of topics. There is no one else today 
who commands the range of material 
Katherine M. D. Dunbabin controls in 
this book on the artistic side, and her 
command of the latest literature on the 
documentary side is exceptional. This is a 
book that no one who is interested in sport 
and spectacle, especially in the history of 
drama, can possibly ignore.”—David Potter, 
Francis W. Kelsey Collegiate Professor of 
Greek and Roman History and Arthur F. 
Thurnau Professor in the Department of 
Classical Studies, University of Michigan, 
author of Constantine the Emperor

Theater, spectacle, and performance played significant roles in 
the political and social structure of the Roman Empire, which 
was diverse in population and language. A wide and varied 
range of entertainment was available to a Roman audience: the 
traditional festivals with their athletic contests and dramatic 
performances, pantomime and mime, the chariot races of the 
circus, and the gladiatorial shows and wild beast hunts of the 
arena. In Theater and Spectacle in the Art of the Roman Empire, 
which is richly illustrated in color throughout, Katherine M. 
D. Dunbabin emphasizes the visual evidence for these events.
Images of spectacle appear in a wide range of artistic media, 
from the mosaics and paintings that decorated wealthy private 
houses to the sculpture of tomb monuments, and from luxury 
objects such as silver tableware to more humble ceramic lamps 
and pottery vessels. Dunbabin places the information derived 
from this visual material into the wider context provided by the 
written sources, both literary and epigraphic. This allows us to 
understand the functions that these images served in the social 
rituals of public and domestic life. By explicating both the social 
and cultural role of the spectacles themselves and the nature of 
their representation in art, Dunbabin provides a comprehensive 
portrait of the popular culture of the period.

Katherine M. D. Dunbabin is Professor Emerita of Classics 
at McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario. She is the author 
of The Roman Banquet, and The Mosaics of Roman North Africa.

Theater and Spectacle in the Art of 
the Roman Empire
Katherine M. D. Dunbabin 
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288 pages, 9.5 x 10.6, more than 250 color illustrations, 15 maps 
and line figures

Sicily
Culture and Conquest

Dirk Booms and Peter Higgs

The largest island in the Mediterranean, Sicily has been continu-
ously inhabited for millennia. Its strategic position and fertile soil, 
enriched by the fires of Mount Etna, made it alluring to successive 
waves of settlers and conquerors. Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans, 
Byzantines, Arabs, and Normans vied to stake their claim on the 
island. Periods of decline, exploitation, and neglect alternated 
with those of enlightenment and prosperity, during which the 
arts flourished. 

This book, accompanying a major 2016 exhibition at the 
British Museum, offers a broad survey of the island’s geography 
and its rich mythological and historical past, while focusing on 
Sicily’s two most artistically innovative periods. Greeks began 
settling on the island in the late eighth century BCE, encounter-
ing Phoenicians and other peoples. The artistic achievements of 
this Classical golden age include some of the most awe-inspiring 
temples seen anywhere in the Greek Mediterranean. A second 
extraordinary period of enlightenment took place under Norman 
rule in the twelfth century AD, when Sicily became a power 
broker in the Mediterranean world and one of the wealthiest and 
most culturally prosperous places in Europe. 

Richly illustrated with full-color images of more than two 
hundred remarkable objects drawn from the collection in the 
British Museum and from museums across Sicily and around 
the world, this book highlights the skills of artists and artisans, 
architects and builders—and the vision of their patrons across 
the centuries—who together produced some of the most unique 
and significant works of art in the history of the Mediterranean.

Dirk Booms is curator of Roman Mediterranean archaeology 
at the British Museum, specializing in architecture, sculpture, 
and inscriptions, and Norman Sicily. He is the author of Latin 
Inscriptions and coauthor and cocurator of Roman Empire.

Peter Higgs is a curator of ancient Greek sculpture and archi-
tecture at the British Museum. He has contributed to numerous 
publications and journals and is the coeditor of Cleopatra of Egypt.
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“The goal of discussing the ancient 
societies o the Central Andes or South 
America through theoretical debates is 
fulfilled . . . by Malpass. . . . Offers ample 
opportunities for students to navigate 
various interpretive possibilitiesafforded 
by the archaeological record, and it can 
be a very useful educationaltool in that 
sense.”—Latin American antiquity

“Ancient People of the Andes is a tour 
de force of synthesis and impressive 
scholarship on central Andean 
archaeology, from the earliest colonists 
to the Inka Empire. This book will appeal 
to all those interested in the magnificent 
civilizations that arose from sea level to the 
Andean peaks over the millennia.”

—James B. Richardson III, University of 
Pittsburgh and Carnegie Museum of 
Natural History, author of People of the 
Andes

In Ancient People of the Andes, Michael A. Malpass describes the 
prehistory of western South America from initial colonization 
to the Spanish Conquest. All the major cultures of this region, 
from the Moche to the Inkas, receive thoughtful treatment, 
from their emergence to their demise or evolution. No South 
American culture that lived prior to the arrival of Europeans 
developed a writing system, making archaeology the only way 
we know about most of the prehispanic societies of the Andes. 
The earliest Spaniards on the continent provided first-person ac-
counts of the latest of those societies, and, as descendants of the 
Inkas became literate, they too became a source of information. 
Both ethnohistory and archaeology have limitations in what they 
can tell us, but when we are able to use them together they are 
complementary ways to access knowledge of these fascinating 
cultures.

Malpass focuses on large anthropological themes: why 
people settled down into agricultural communities, the origins 
of social inequalities, and the evolution of sociopolitical com-
plexity. Ample illustrations, including eight color plates, visually 
document sites, societies, and cultural features. Introductory 
chapters cover archaeological concepts, dating issues, and the re-
gion’s climate. The subsequent chapters, divided by time period, 
allow the reader to track changes in specific cultures over time.

Michael A. Malpass is Charles A. Dana Professor in the Social 
Sciences and Professor of Anthropology at Ithaca College. He 
is the author of Daily Life in the Inca Empire, editor of Provincial 
Inca: Archaeological and Ethnohistorical Assessment of the Impact 
of the Inca State, and coeditor of Distant Provinces in the Inka 
Empire: Toward a Deeper Understanding of Inka Provincialism.

Ancient People of the Andes
Michael A. Malpass 
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$29.95 paperback 978-1-5017-0442-0
248 pages, 6 x 9

“This important book takes Plato at his 
word. Delicately attuned to nuances 
and alterations in Plato’s language, 
Roslyn Weiss painstakingly—but never 
uninterestingly—accumulates convincing 
textual evidence in support of three main 
thesis: (1) The Republic contains two 
distinct and irreconcilable portrayals of the 
philosopher: the philosophers by nature 
of books five and six and the philosophers 
by design of book seven (chapters one 
through three); (2) Socrates is superior to 
both of these philosophical types because 
he displays the virtue, deliberately sup-
pressed in the Republic, of piety (chapter 
four); (3) Socrates intentionally blurs the 
difference between the other-regarding 
virtue of justice and the self-regarding 
virtue of moderation (chapter five). These 
theses are internally connected by Weiss’s 
guiding intuition that the example of 
Socrates, who puts himself in harm’s way 
in the course of caring for the souls of 
others, furnishes the proper measure of 
philosophy and justice in the Republic.”

—The Review of Metaphysics

Philosophers in the “Republic”
Plato’s Two Paradigms

Roslyn Weiss

In Plato’s Republic Socrates contends that philosophers make 
the best rulers because only they behold with their mind’s eye 
the eternal and purely intelligible Forms of the Just, the Noble, 
and the Good. When, in addition, these men and women are 
endowed with a vast array of moral, intellectual, and personal 
virtues and are appropriately educated, surely no one could 
doubt the wisdom of entrusting to them the governance of cities. 
Although it is widely—and reasonably—assumed that all the 
Republic’s philosophers are the same, Roslyn Weiss argues in 
this boldly original book that the Republic actually contains two 
distinct and irreconcilable portrayals of the philosopher.

According to Weiss, Plato’s two paradigms of the philosopher 
are the “philosopher by nature” and the “philosopher by design.” 
Philosophers by design, as the allegory of the Cave vividly shows, 
must be forcibly dragged from the material world of pleasure to 
the sublime realm of the intellect, and from there back down 
again to the “Cave” to rule the beautiful city envisioned by Soc-
rates and his interlocutors. Yet philosophers by nature, described 
earlier in the Republic, are distinguished by their natural yearn-
ing to encounter the transcendent realm of pure Forms, as well 
as by a willingness to serve others—at least under appropriate 
circumstances. In contrast to both sets of philosophers stands 
Socrates, who represents a third paradigm, one, however, that 
is no more than hinted at in the Republic. As a man who not 
only loves “what is” but is also utterly devoted to the justice of 
others—even at great personal cost—Socrates surpasses both 
the philosophers by design and the philosophers by nature. By 
shedding light on an aspect of the Republic that has escaped 
notice, Weiss’s new interpretation will challenge Plato scholars 
to revisit their assumptions about Plato’s moral and political 
philosophy.

Roslyn Weiss is Clara H. Stewardson Professor of Philosophy at 
Lehigh University. She is the author of The Socratic Paradox and 
Its Enemies, Virtue in the Cave: Moral Inquiry in Plato’s ‘Meno,’ 
and Socrates Dissatisfied: An Analysis of Plato’s ‘Crito.’
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“Like the revolutionary and resolutely 
demystifying Euripides he puts before the 
reader, Pietro Pucci has been a pioneer in 
bringing intertextual and deconstructive 
readings to the major Greek poets. And 
the Euripides depicted here, like his 
learned and humane critic, brings to 
bear an acute sensitivity to the artifice of 
language to produce a poetry that not 
only dispels illusions but also fortifies the 
reader.”—Andrew Ford, Ewing Professor of 
Greek Language and Literature, Princeton 
University

“Reading these texts through Pietro Pucci’s 
exacting and precise critical lens is an 
exhilarating experience that transforms our 
understanding of the nature of Euripides’s 
tragic theater.”—Phillip Mitsis, A. S. 
Onassis Professor, New York University

In this provocative book, Pietro Pucci explores what he sees as 
Euripides’s revolutionary literary art. While scholars have long 
pointed to subversive elements in Euripides’s plays, Pucci goes a 
step further in identifying a Euripidean program of enlightened 
thought enacted through carefully wrought textual strategies. 
The driving force behind this program is Euripides’s desire 
to subvert the traditional anthropomorphic view of the Greek 
gods—a belief system that in his view strips human beings of 
their independence and ability to act wisely and justly. Instead 
of fatuous religious beliefs, Athenians need the wisdom and 
the strength to navigate the challenges and difficulties of life. 

Throughout his lifetime, Euripides found himself the target 
of intense criticism and ridicule. He was accused of promoting 
new ideas that were considered destructive. Like his contem-
porary, Socrates, he was considered a corrupting influence. No 
wonder, then, that Euripides had to carry out his revolution 

“under cover.” Pucci lays out the various ways the playwright 
skillfully inserted his philosophical principles into the text 
through innovative strategies of plot development, language 
and composition, and production techniques that subverted 
the traditionally staged anthropomorphic gods.

Pietro Pucci is Goldwin Smith Professor of Classics Emeritus 
at Cornell University. He is the author of several books, includ-
ing Odysseus Polutropos: Intertexual Readings in the “Odyssey” 
and the “Iliad”, The Violence of Pity in Euripides’ “Medea”, and 
Oedipus and the Fabrication of the Father: “Oedipus Tyrannus” in 
Modern Criticism and Philosophy.

Euripides’ Revolution under Cover
An Essay

Pietro Pucci 

CORNELL STUDIES IN CLASSICAL PHILOLOGY
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$59.50 paperback 978-94-6270-054-3
432 pages, 6.3 x 9.4

“This is an excellent book aimed at students 
and intended to develop student interest 
and giving them considerable knowledge 
to understand Roman law. It provides a 
coherent point of view, and stresses the 
different contexts of Roman law, in a 
healthy and fruitful way. An up-to-date 
book, which takes into account the most 
recent learning and publications in the 
field.”—John W. Cairns, University of 
Edinburgh

Amne Adverso
Roman Legal Heritage in European Culture

Laurent Waelkens

Throughout its history, Europe has been influenced by Roman 
culture, which had a strong sense of society and was highly 
legal-minded. Hence, Roman law is of major importance 
in European thinking. It was the first subject to be taught at 
European universities and it remains tightly interwoven with 
all layers of European civilization. In Amne Adverso, Laurent 
Waelkens provides an introduction to the history of Roman law 
and its institutions, as they developed from antiquity until the 
nineteenth century. Concepts such as fundamental rights and 
freedoms, lawsuits, family law, rights in rem, and obligations 
have their origins in classical antiquity and were developed 
further throughout European history. Waelkens treats Roman 
legal heritage from the perspective of comparative legal history.

LEUVEN UNIVERSITY PRESS
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“At last, a wider English-speaking audience 
will gain access to the riches contained 
in Alfarabi’s political philosophy. . . . As 
always, Butterworth walks the fine line 
between literalness and readability with 
extraordinary grace, making this volume 
of equal value to scholar and student alike. 
He also offers introductions to each work 
that exemplify this same balance. For 
the scholar, he describes the manuscripts 
consulted and justifies our conviction 
that at last we have a trustworthy 
translation based on a critical Arabic text. 
For the student, as well as the scholar, 
and, above all, the teacher, he offers 
concise, insightful introduction to these 
challenging works. These introductions 
are a great boon in the classroom; each 
introduction leads the reader to raise the 
relevant questions to begin to unlock 
the secrets within. In the footnotes, 
Butterworth strikes the same balance, 
drawing the scholar’s attention to alternate 
manuscript readings and translations while 
offering crucial pieces of information and 
insight, especially valuable to the novice.”—
Journal of the American Oriental Society

Alfarabi was among the first to explore the tensions between the 
philosophy of classical Greece and that of Islam, as well as of 
religion generally. His writings, extraordinary in their breadth 
and deep learning, have had a profound impact on Islamic and 
Jewish philosophy. This volume presents four of Alfarabi’s most 
important texts, making his political thought available to classi-
cists, medievalists, and scholars of religion and Byzantine and 
Middle Eastern studies.

In a clear prose translation by Charles E. Butterworth, these 
treatises provide a valuable introduction to the teachings of Al-
farabi and to the development of Islamic political philosophy. 
All of these texts are based on new Arabic editions. Two—The 
Book of Religion and Harmonization of the Two Opinions of the 
Two Sages, Plato the Divine and Aristotle—appear in English 
for the first time. The translations of the other two works—Se-
lected Aphorisms and chapter five of the Enumeration of the 
Sciences—differ markedly from those previously known to 
English-language readers.

Butterworth situates each essay in its historical, literary, and 
philosophical context. His notes help the reader follow Alfarabi’s 
text and identify persons, places, and events. English-Arabic 
and Arabic-English glossaries of terms further assist the reader.

The author of many books, Charles E. Butterworth is 
Emeritus Professor of Government and Politics at the University 
of Maryland.

The Political Writings, Volume 1
“Selected Aphorisms” and Other Texts

Alfarabi

translated and annotated by Charles E. 
Butterworth

AGORA EDITIONS
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$39.95 hardcover 978-0-8014-5380-9
222 pages, 6 x 9

“Accurate and very readable. . . . [Butter-
worth] was a student of Muhsin Mahdi, 
the leading scholar of Alfarabi of our time 
(and perhaps of all time), whose many edi-
tions, translations, and studies of Alfarabi’s 
writings have enriched our understanding 
of this most influential philosopher. 
Butterworth is Mahdi’s intellectual heir. . 

. . We are much indebted to Butterworth, 
who has undertaken this mission with 
admirable responsibility.”—Speculum

“Butterworth brilliantly combines in 
one volume the theoretical agenda of 
the Political Regime and the practical 
concerns of the Summary. This volume 
is an excellent contribution to Alfarabi 
scholarship and should be most welcome 
to anyone interested in Islamic philoso-
phy.”—The Review of Politics

“Butterworth richly deserves to be congrat-
ulated for providing advanced students 
and scholars with authoritative, reliable, 
and readable translations of Alfarabi’s 
important political writings.”—Choice

The Political Writings, Volume 2
“Political Regime” and “Summary of Plato’s 
Laws”

Alfarabi

translated, annotated, and with an 
introduction by Charles E. Butterworth

Alfarabi (ca. 870–950) founded the great tradition of Aristote-
lian/Platonic political philosophy in medieval Islamic and Arabic 
culture. In this second volume of political writings, Charles E. 
Butterworth presents translations of Alfarabi’s Political Regime 
and Summary of Plato’s “Laws,” accompanied by introductions 
that discuss the background for each work and explore its 
teaching. In addition, the texts are carefully annotated to aid 
the reader in following Alfarabi’s argument. An Arabic-English/
English-Arabic glossary allows interested readers to verify the 
way particular words are translated. Throughout, Butterworth’s 
method is to translate consistently the same Arabic word by the 
same English word, rendering Alfarabi’s style in an unusually 
faithful and yet approachable manner.

Charles E. Butterworth is Emeritus professor of Government 
and Politics at the University of Maryland, College Park.

AGORA EDITIONS
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“Mary Nichols has reinvigorated the 
Straussian tradition of Thucydidean 
exegesis and the detailed exploration of 
the relationship between the city and man, 
mapping contemporary concerns about 
the freedom of individuals to a narrative 
about two cities, their conflict and 
conflicting values.”—POLIS, The Journal 
for Ancient Greek Political Thought

“The obvious audience for this book is for 
those who read Tyucydides in the tradition 
so dependent on Strauss, who can see 
how the current discussion of Thucydides 
sees limits to the depiction of Thucydides 
as an ideologically pure realist. However, 
it is also important for other students of 
Thucydides to be aware of the concepts 
and values that the political science 
community applies in their reading of this 
endlessly challenging author.”—Classical 
Journal

In Thucydides and the Pursuit of Freedom, Mary P. Nichols argues 
for the centrality of the idea of freedom in Thucydides’ thought. 
Through her close reading of his History of the Peloponnesian 
War, she explores the manifestations of this theme. Cities 
and individuals in Thucydides’ history take freedom as their 
goal, whether they claim to possess it and want to maintain 
it or whether they desire to attain it for themselves or others. 
Freedom is the goal of both antagonists in the Peloponnesian 
War, Sparta and Athens, although in different ways. One of the 
fullest expressions of freedom can be seen in the rhetoric of 
Thucydides’ Pericles, especially in his famous funeral oration. 

More than simply documenting the struggle for freedom, 
however, Thucydides himself is taking freedom as his cause. 
On the one hand, he demonstrates that freedom makes possible 
human excellence, including courage, self-restraint, delibera-
tion, and judgment, which support freedom in turn. On the 
other hand, the pursuit of freedom, in one’s own regime and in 
the world at large, clashes with interests and material necessity, 
and indeed the very passions required for its support. Thucy-
dides’ work, which he himself considered a possession for all 
time, therefore speaks very much to our time, encouraging the 
defense of freedom while warning of the limits and dangers 
in doing so. The powerful must defend freedom, Thucydides 
teaches, but beware that the cost not become freedom itself.

Mary P. Nichols is Professor of Political Science at Baylor 
University. She is the author of Socrates on Friendship and Com-
munity: Ref lections on Plato’s Symposium, Phaedrus and Lysis; 
and Citizens and Statesmen: A Study of Aristotle’s Politics and 
cotranslator of Plato’s Euthydemus.

Thucydides and the Pursuit of 
Freedom
Mary P. Nichols
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Andrew Ford here addresses, in a manner both engaging and 
richly informed, the perennial questions of what poetry is, how 
it came to be, and what it is for. Focusing on the critical moment 
in Western literature when the heroic tales of the Greek oral 
tradition began to be preserved in writing, he examines these 
questions in the light of Homeric poetry. Through fresh read-
ings of the Iliad and the Odyssey, and referring to other early 
epics as well, Ford deepens our understanding of what poetry 
was at a time before written texts, before a developed sense of au-
thorship, and before the existence of institutionalized criticism.

Placing what is known about Homer’s art in the wider 
context of Homer’s world, Ford traces the effects of the oral 
tradition upon the development of the epic and addresses such 
issues as the sources of the poet’s inspiration and the generic 
constraints upon epic composition. After exploring Homer’s 
poetic vocabulary and his fictional and mythical representations 
of the art of singing, Ford reconstructs an idea of poetry much 
different from that put forth by previous interpreters. Arguing 
that Homer grounds his project in religious rather than literary 
or historical terms, he concludes that archaic poetry claims to 
give a uniquely transparent and immediate rendering of the past.

Homer: The Poetry of the Past will be stimulating and enjoy-
able reading for anyone interested in the traditions of poetry, as 
well as for students and scholars in the fields of classics, literary 
theory and literary history, and intellectual history.

Andrew Ford is Ewing Professor of Greek Language and Liter-
ature and Professor of Classics at Princeton University.

$9.95 paperback 978-1-5017-4065-7
240 pages, 5.5 x 8.5

Homer
The Poetry of the Past

Andrew Ford
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Ancient and medieval labyrinths embody paradox, according 
to Penelope Reed Doob. Their structure allows a double per-
spective—the baffling, fragmented prospect confronting the 
maze-treader within, and the comprehensive vision available 
to those without. Mazes simultaneously assert order and chaos, 
artistry and confusion, articulated clarity and bewildering 
complexity, perfected pattern and hesitant process. In this 
handsomely illustrated book, Doob reconstructs from a variety 
of literary and visual sources the idea of the labyrinth from the 
classical period through the Middle Ages.

Doob first examines several complementary traditions of the 
maze topos, showing how ancient historical and geographical 
writings generate metaphors in which the labyrinth signifies 
admirable complexity, while poetic texts tend to suggest that 
the labyrinth is a sign of moral duplicity. She then describes 
two common models of the labyrinth and explores their formal 
implications: the unicursal model, with no false turnings, found 
almost universally in the visual arts; and the multicursal model, 
with blind alleys and dead ends, characteristic of literary texts. 
This paradigmatic clash between the labyrinths of art and of 
literature becomes a key to the metaphorical potential of the 
maze, as Doob’s examination of a vast array of materials from 
the classical period through the Middle Ages suggests. She 
concludes with linked readings of four “labyrinths of words”: 
Virgil’s Aeneid, Boethius’ Consolation of Philosophy, Dante’s 
Divine Comedy, and Chaucer’s House of Fame, each of which 
plays with and transforms received ideas of the labyrinth as 
well as reflecting and responding to aspects of the texts that 
influenced it.

Doob not only provides fresh theoretical and historical per-
spectives on the labyrinth tradition, but also portrays a complex 
medieval aesthetic that helps us to approach structurally elab-
orate early works. Readers in such fields as Classical literature, 
Medieval Studies, Renaissance Studies, comparative literature, 
literary theory, art history, and intellectual history will welcome 
this wide-ranging and illuminating book.

$49.95 hardcover 978-0-8014-2393-2
378 pages, 6 x 9, 26 halftones

“An admirably argued, massively informed, 
and often brilliant book. It will be a widely 
useful source, and will lead to important 
new approaches to a whole range of texts 
and artworks. Doob includes superb new 
readings of Virgil, Boethius, Dante, and 
Chaucer.”—Christopher Baswell, Barnard 
College

The Idea of the Labyrinth from 
Classical Antiquity through the 
Middle Ages
Penelope Reed Doob

The late Penelope Reed Doob was Pro-
fessor of English and Multidisciplinary 
Studies at York University, Toronto.
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$15.95 paperback 978-0-8014-9362-1
390 pages, 6 x 9

Interpreting Greek Tragedy
Myth, Poetry, Text

Charles Segal

This generous selection of published essays by the distinguished 
classicist Charles Segal represents over twenty years of critical 
inquiry into the questions of what Greek tragedy is and what 
it means for modern-day readers. Taken together, the essays 
reflect profound changes in the study of Greek tragedy in the 
United States during this period-in particular, the increasing 
emphasis on myth, psychoanalytic interpretation, structuralism, 
and semiotics.

Charles Segal (1936–2002) taught classics at the University 
of Pennsylvania, Brown University, Princeton University, and 
Harvard University, where he was Walter C. Klein Professor of 
the Classics. Among his many books are, as author, Interpreting 
Greek Tragedy: Myth, Poetry, Text and Singers, Heroes, and Gods 
in the “Odyssey”, both published by Cornell University Press.
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Aristotle offers a conception of the private and its relationship 
to the public that suggests a remedy to the limitations of liber-
alism today, according to Judith A. Swanson. In this fresh and 
lucid interpretation of Aristotle’s political philosophy, Swanson 
challenges the dominant view that he regards the private as a 
mere precondition to the public. She argues, rather, that for 
Aristotle private activity develops virtue and is thus essential 
both to individual freedom and happiness and to the well-being 
of the political order.

Swanson presents an innovative reading of The Politics which 
revises our understanding of Aristotle’s political economy and 
his views on women and the family, slavery, and the relation 
between friendship and civic solidarity. She examines the 
private activities Aristotle considers necessary to a complete 
human life—maintaining a household, transacting business, 
sustaining friendships, and philosophizing. Focusing on ways 
Aristotle’s public invests in the private through law, rule, and 
education, she shows how the public can foster a morally and 
intellectually virtuous citizenry. In contrast to classical liberal 
theory, which presents privacy as a shield of rights protecting 
individuals from one another and from the state, for Aristotle 
a regime can attain self-sufficiency only by bringing about a 
dynamic equilibrium between the public and the private.

The Public and the Private in Aristotle’s Political Philosophy 
will be essential reading for scholars and students of political 
philosophy, political theory, classics, intellectual history, and 
the history of women.

Judith A. Swanson is Associate Professor of Political Science 
at Boston University. She is the author of The Public and the 
Private in Aristotle’s Political Philosophy and coauthor of Aristotle’s 
Politics: A Reader’s Guide.

$39.95 hardcover 978-0-8014-2319-2
264 pages, 6 x 9

The Public and the Private in 
Aristotle’s Political Philosophy
Judith A. Swanson
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$48.50 hardcover 978-0-8014-1692-7
234 pages, 6 x 9, 15 charts

“The author’s treatment of four Euripidean 
tragedies produces both a new argument 
for the unity of these plays and an original 
and compelling way of reading Euripidean 
irony.”—Marylin B. Arthur, Department of 
Classics, Wesleyan University

Ritual Irony
Poetry and Sacrifice in Euripides

Helene P. Foley

Ritual Irony is a critical study of four problematic later plays of 
Euripides: the Iphigenia in Aulis, the Phoenissae, the Heracles, 
and the Bacchae.

Examining Euripides’ representation of sacrificial ritual 
against the background of late fifth-century Athens, Helene 
P. Foley shows that each of these plays confronts directly the 
difficulty of making an archaic poetic tradition relevant to a 
democratic society. She explores the important mediating role 
played by choral poetry and ritual in the plays, asserting that 
Euripides’ sacrificial metaphors and ritual performances link an 
anachronistic mythic ideal with a world dominated by “chance” 
or an incomprehensible divinity.

Foley utilizes the ideas and methodology of contemporary 
literary theory and symbolic anthropology, addressing issues 
central to the emerging dialogue between the two fields. Her 
conclusions have important implications for the study of Greek 
tragedy as a whole and for our understanding of Euripides’ tragic 
irony, his conception of religion, and the role of his choral odes.

Assuming no specialized knowledge, Ritual Irony is aimed at 
all readers of Euripidean tragedy. It will prove particularly valu-
able to students and scholars of classics, comparative literature, 
and symbolic anthropology.

Helene P. Foley is Professor of Classical Studies at Barnard 
College, Columbia University.
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In this ambitious and venturesome book, Peter W. Rose applies 
the insights of Marxist theory to a number of central Greek 
literary and philosophical texts. He explores major points in the 
trajectory from Homer to Plato where the ideology of inherited 
excellence—beliefs about descent from gods or heroes—is elab-
orated and challenged. Rose offers subtle and penetrating new 
readings of Homer’s Iliad and Odyssey, Pindar’s Tenth Pythian 
Ode, Aeschylus’s Oresteia, Sophokles’ Philoktetes, and Plato’s 
Republic.

Rose rejects the view of art as a mere reflection of social and 
political reality—a view that is characteristic not only of most 
Marxist but of most historically oriented treatments of classical 
literature. He applies instead a Marxian hermeneutic derived 
from the work of the Frankfurt School and Fredric Jameson. 
His readings focus on illuminating a politics of form within 
the text, while responding to historically specific social, politi-
cal, and economic realities. Each work, he asserts, both reflects 
contemporary conflicts over wealth, power, and gender roles and 
constitutes an attempt to transcend the status quo by project-
ing an ideal community. Following Marx, Rose maintains that 
critical engagement with the limitations of the utopian dreams 
of the past is the only means to the realization of freedom in 
the present.

Classicists and their students, literary theorists, philosophers, 
comparatists, and Marxist critics will find Sons of the Gods, Chil-
dren of Earth challenging reading.

Peter W. Rose is Emeritus Professor of Classics at Miami Uni-
versity, Ohio.

$26.95 paperback 978-0-8014-9983-8
432 pages, 6 x 9

Sons of the Gods, Children of Earth
Ideology and Literary Form in Ancient Greece

Peter W. Rose
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$9.95 paperback 978-1-5017-2276-9
256 pages, 6 x 9

“Bakker insists that oral poetry be under-
stood not in contrast to written poetry, but 
as one manifestation of oral speech-ac-
tivity among many; the Illiad and Poetry in 
Speech were composed by a poet trained 
in oral performance. Bakker calls attention 
to an impressive array of parallels between 
Homeric and ordinary spoken language. 
Parts 2 and 3 of this book have taught me 
a great deal, even after half a century of 
familiarity with Homeric verse, and are 
certain to sharpen appreciation of Homer’s 
style for most other readers, whether 
oralist or scripsist, adept or tyro.”—Merritt 
Sale, Classical Philology

Poetry in Speech
Orality and Homeric Discourse

Egbert J. Bakker

Applying linguistic theory to the study of Homeric style, Egbert 
J. Bakker offers a highly innovative approach to oral poetry, 
particularly the poetry of Homer. By situating formulas and 
other features of oral style within the wider contexts of spoken 
language and communication, he moves the study of oral poetry 
beyond the landmark work of Milman Parry and Albert Lord.

One of the book’s central features, related to the research of 
the linguist Wallace Chafe, is Bakker’s conception of spoken dis-
course as a sequence of short speech units reflecting the flow of 
speech through the consciousness of the speaker. Bakker shows 
that such short speech units are present in Homeric poetry, with 
significant consequences for Homeric metrics and poetics. Con-
sidering Homeric discourse as a speech process rather than as 
the finished product associated with written discourse, Bakker’s 
book offers a new perspective on Homer as well as on other 
archaic Greek texts. Here Homeric discourse appears as speech 
in its own right, and is freed, Bakker suggests, from the bias of 
modern writing style which too easily views Homeric discourse 
as archaic, implicitly taking the style of classical period texts 
as the norm. 

Bakker’s perspective reaches beyond syntax and stylistics 
into the very heart of Homeric—and, ultimately, oral—poetics, 
altering the status of key features such as meter and formula, re-
thinking their relevance to the performance of Homeric poetry, 
and leading to surprising insights into the relation between 

“speech” and “text” in the encounter of the Homeric tradition 
with writing.

Egbert J. Bakker is Professor of Classics at Yale University. He 
is the author of many books, including Pointing at the Past: From 
Formula to Performance in Homeric Poetics and The Meaning of 
Meat and the Structure of the Odyssey.

MYTH AND POETICS
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DEATH AND SALVATION IN ANCIENT EGYPT
Abridged and updated by the author
Jan Assmann

$34.95 paperback 978-0-8014-7973-1

THE SPACE THAT REMAINS
Reading Latin Poetry in Late Antiquity
Aaron Pelttari

cornell studies in classical philology

$49.95 hardcover 978-0-8014-5276-5

MEMORABILIA
Xenophon, translated by Amy L. Bonnette

agora editions

$19.95 paperback 978-0-8014-8171-0

THE THEBAN PLAYS
“Oedipus the Tyrant”; “Oedipus at Colonus”; “Antigone”
Sophocles, translated with introductions by Peter J. 

Ahrensdorf and Thomas L. Pangle

agora editions

$12.95 paperback 978-0-8014-7871-0

“ON THE REPUBLIC” AND “ON THE LAWS”
Marcus Tullius. Cicero, translated by David Fott

agora editions

$19.95 paperback 978-0-8014-7891-8

LIBANIUS THE SOPHIST 
Rhetoric, Reality, and Religion in the Fourth Century
Raffaella Cribiore

cornell studies in classical philology

$49.95 hardcover 978-0-8014-5207-9

ANCIENT EGYPT IN 101 QUESTIONS AND AN-
SWERS
Thomas Schneider

$26.00 hardcover 978-0-8014-5254-3

JOHN PAGUS ON ARISTOTLE’S “CATEGORIES”
A Study and Edition of the “Rationes super Praedicamenta 
Aristotelis”
LEUVEN UNIVERSITY PRESS

ancient and medieval philosophy - series 1
edited by Heine Hansen

$89.50 hardcover 978-90-5867-913-0
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A THREAT TO PUBLIC PIETY
Christians, Platonists, and the Great Persecution
Elizabeth DePalma Digeser

$46.95 hardcover 978-0-8014-4181-3

THE ORIGIN OF SIN
An English Translation of the “Hamartigenia”
Prudentius, translated by Martha A. Malamud

cornell studies in classical philology

$25.95 paperback 978-0-8014-8872-6

GILGAMESH AMONG US
Modern Encounters with the Ancient Epic
Theodore Ziolkowski

$35.00 hardcover 978-0-8014-5035-8

ON GREEK RELIGION
Robert Parker

cornell studies in classical philology

$29.95 paperback 978-0-8014-7735-5

THE CARE OF THE DEAD IN LATE ANTIQUITY
Éric Rebillard, translated by Elizabeth Trapnell Rawl-

ings and Jeanine Routier-Pucci

cornell studies in classical philology

$26.95 paperback 978-0-8014-7795-9

MOURNING HAPPINESS 
Narrative and the Politics of Modernity
Vivasvan Soni

$55.00 hardcover 978-0-8014-4817-1

A PLATO PRIMER
J. D. G. Evans

$19.95 paperback 978-0-8014-7683-9

PLUTARCH’S “LIFE OF ALCIBIADES”
Story, Text and Moralism
Simon Verdegem

LEUVEN UNIVERSITY PRESS

$85.00 hardcover 978-90-5867-760-0
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THE SUNGOD’S JOURNEY THROUGH THE NETH-
ERWORLD
Reading the Ancient Egyptian Amduat
Andreas Schweizer, translated by David Lorton

$39.95 hardcover 978-0-8014-4875-1

ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE EMERGENCE OF 
GREECE
Anthony Snodgrass

$48.50 paperback 978-0-8014-7354-8

ARISTOTLE AND OTHER PLATONISTS
Lloyd P. Gerson

$26.95 paperback 978-0-8014-7337-1

THE ANABASIS OF CYRUS
Xenophon, translated by Wayne Ambler

agora editions

$18.95 paperback 978-0-8014-8999-0

THE EDUCATION OF CYRUS 
Xenophon, translated by Wayne Ambler

agora editions

$21.95 paperback 978-0-8014-8750-7

HEROM
Journal on Hellenistic and Roman Material Culture
edited by Jeroen Poblome, Daniele Malfitana, and 

John Lund 

$39.00 paperback 978-94-6270-019-2
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