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Welcome to our new-look Sociology annual subject catalog. 

As part of our 2020 Experience we’re shifting the approach to this catalog 
so that you get more from it. All our forthcoming, new, and recent books 
published in sociology are here, of course, but there’s other content worth 
checking out, too.

Mixed in with the book descriptions are articles written by some of our au-
thors and question and answer sessions with some, too. The point of these 
pieces of content is to give you a little more sense of who our authors are and 
what makes their books fascinating. It’s all part of the experience of being 
part of CUP family.

Keep an eye out of these two symbols:
If you see them it means there is a podcast and/or video from that author. If 
you're viewing this catalog on ISSUU you can click the symbol to listen or 
watch. Otherwise, download the podcast from your preferred platform or 
watch the video on YouTube.

While you're browsing this catalog on ISSUU, search for this symbol:
If you can find it, click on it. You'll get a special reward for your
hunting abilities! 

Enjoy the new look!

Fran Benson
Editorial Director, ILR Press

fgb2@cornell.edu
@ILRPress

MEET OUR
ACQUIRING EDITORS

IN SOCIOLOGY

Jim Lance
Senior Editor

jml554@cornell.edu
@JimLance554
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Teen Spirit
How Adolescence Transformed the Adult 
World

Paul Howe

$29.95 hardcover | $14.99 ebook
262 pages, 6 x 9, 13 graphs

Teen Spirit offers a novel and provocative perspective on how we 
came to be living in an age of political immaturity and social 
turmoil. Award-winning author, Paul Howe, argues it’s because 
a teenage mentality has slowly gripped the adult world.

Howe contends that many features of how we live today—
some regrettable, others beneficial—can be traced to the 
emergence of a more defined adolescent stage of life in the 
early twentieth century, when young people started spending 
their formative, developmental years with peers, particularly 
in formal school settings. He shows how adolescent qualities 
have slowly seeped upwards, where they have gradually reshaped 
the norms and habits of adulthood. The effects over the long 
haul, Howe contends, have been profound, in both the private 
realm and in the public arena of political, economic, and social 
interaction. Our teenage traits remain part of us as we move 
into adulthood. We now need instruction manuals for adulting!

Teen Spirit challenges our assumptions about the boundar-
ies between adolescence and adulthood. Yet despite a cultural 
system that seems to be built on the ethos of Generation Me, it’s 
not all bad. In fact, there is an equally impressive rise in creativ-
ity, diversity, and tolerance within society: all traits stemming 
from core components of the adolescent character. Howe’s bold 
and suggestive approach to analyzing the teen in all of us helps 
make sense of the impulsivity driving society and to think anew 
about civic re-engagement.

Paul Howe is Professor of Political Science at the University 
of New Brunswick. He is author of the award-winning, Citizens 
Adrift.

“Teen Spirit is thoughtful, accessible, and 
provocative. Howe provides us with a 
timely and novel way to understand the 
importance that structural changes 
have had on the disruption of a cohort’s 
transition into adulthood.”—Krista Jenkins, 
Director of the Fairleigh Dickinson 
University Poll

“Howe’s book offers insight into the 
far-reaching effects of youth cultures on 
adult cultures and politics in the twen-
ty-first century.”—Kate Eichhorn, author of 
The End of Forgetting

“Howe has written a wake-up call for those 
who wonder where the “adults in the room” 
have gone. Delving into a variety of social 
science literatures, he shows how we can 
understand this cultural crisis and move 
forward with reasoned solutions.”—James 
E. Côté, author of Arrested Adulthood



3  C O R N E L L P R E S S . C O R N E L L . E D U

The Scholar as Human
Engaging the Humanities in Public

edited by Anna S. Bartel and Debra A. Castillo

$19.95 paperback | $0.00 ebook
280 pages, 6 x 9, 20 b&w halftones

Contributors: Ella Diaz, Cornell University; Carolina 
Osorio Gil, Cornell University; Christine Henseler, 
Union College; Caitlin Kane, Cornell University; Shawn 
McDaniel, Cornell University; A.T. Miller, Cornell 
University; Scott J. Peters, Cornell University; Bobby 
J. Smith II, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign; 
José Ragas, Universidad Católica de Chile; Riché 
Richardson, Cornell University; Gerald Torres, Cornell 
University; Matthew Velasco, Cornell University; Sara 
Warner, Cornell University

The Scholar as Human brings together participants of Mellon 
Foundation-funded diversity seminars at Cornell University to 
discuss how individualism, personal beliefs, and life experiences 
deepen and enliven scholarship in the humanities. 

The essays address the reification of social sciences that has 
privileged objectivity and neutrality, negatively affecting public 
humanities scholars. Furthermore, the contributors find critical 
university studies and service-learning inadequately intertwined 
within their constantly-evolving field. The Scholar as Human 
braids together these strands, carving out new space for public 
scholars and practitioners whose rigor and passion are equal 
forces in their work. Instead of simply talking about how hu-
manists might deepen their scholarship through more rigorous 
engagement with their own humanity, it models this dynamic 
as each chapter builds off of the others. The Scholar as Human 
shows how scholarly rigor is enhanced by the individual stories 
that lay its foundations.

Anna S. Bartel is Associate Director for Community-Engaged 
Curricula and Practice at Cornell University.

Debra A. Castillo is Emerson Hinchliff Professor of His-
panic Studies and Comparative Literature at Cornell University.

Thanks to generous funding from the Cornell University Office 
of Engagement Initiatives and the Mellon Foundation, the ebook 
editions of this book are available as Open Access volumes from 
Cornell Open (cornellopen.org) and other repositories.
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Collaborative Anthropology Today
A Collection of Exceptions

edited by Dominic Boyer and George E. Marcus

As multi-sited research has mainstreamed in anthropology, 
collaboration has gained new relevance and traction as a criti-
cal infrastructure of both fieldwork and theory, enabling more 
ambitious research designs, forms of communication, and 
analysis. Collaborative Anthropology Today is the outcome of a 
2017 workshop held at University of California–Irvine’s Center 
for Ethnography. This volume is the latest in the trilogy of com-
panion projects that also includes, Fieldwork Is Not What It Used 
to Be and Theory Can Be More Than It Used To Be. The essays 
here assemble several notable ventures in collaborative anthro-
pology and puts them in dialogue with one another as a way 
of exploring the recent surge of interest in creating new kinds 
of ethnographic and theoretical partnerships, especially in the 
domains of art, media, and information. Contributors highlight 
projects in which collaboration has generated new possibilities of 
expression and conceptualizations of anthropological research, 
as well as prototypes that may be of use to others contemplating 
their own experimental collaborative ventures. 

Dominic Boyer is Professor of Anthropology at Rice Universi-
ty, as well as a filmmaker, podcaster and author most recently of 
Energopolitics. Follow him on Twitter @DominicBoyer.

George E. Marcus is Chancellor’s Professor of Anthropology 
at University of California, Irvine. He is the author of many 
books including Designs for an Anthropology of the Contemporary 
and Ethnography Through Thick and Thin.

$26.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
238 pages, 6 x 9, 39 b&w halftones, 2 b&w line drawings

Contributors: Douglas R. Holmes, Keith M. Murphy, 
Christine Hegel-Cantarella, Luke Cantarella, Trudi Lynn 
Smith, Kate Hennessy, Fiona P. McDonald, Stephanie 
Takaragawa, Craig Campbell, Stephen Collier, Chris-
topher Kelty, Andrew Lakoff, Michael Fortun, Lindsay 
Poirier, Alli Morgan, Brian Callahan, Kim Fortun, Sylvia 
Yanagisako, Lisa Rofel, Alexei Yurchak, Cymene Howe, 
Sherine Hamdy, A. Coleman Nye, Rebecca Lemov
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

I find the story of Paul, who cared for his 
wife, to be moving. When I asked him 
how he felt the first time he realized what 
he would have to do, he stated, “I gotta do 
it . . . she’s the light of my life.” Without 
stopping, he described the hole in his 
wife’s chest, and how to pull out pack-
ing, cut fresh gauze, and push it into her 
chest with a swab. I think this example 
demonstrates the emotions, work, and 
sense of responsibility shared among 
the caregivers I interviewed.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

At first the literature and data felt like a 
mountain that I couldn’t scale. At times I 
would just walk around it.  I understood 
pieces of the story so well, but wasn’t 
sure how they fit together. I continually 
turned ideas over in my mind and dia-
grammed new thoughts. It took a long 
time to reach moments of real insight.

I could say that in the future I’ll be 
more efficient but that seems antitheti-
cal to the process. Perhaps accepting that 
there may have been no better way to do 
it will allow me to be more patient with 

myself. 

 How do you wish you could change the 
field?

I would love to see even more studies 
that explore the links between private 
lives and the economy—that start out 
with people rather than businesses and 
give context to labor. There is much to 
be learned when our unit of analysis is 
exactly what people do every day. Look 
at the coronavirus response. The labor 
of front-line medical workers is critical. 
But also important is the everyday labor 
of those who are changing behaviors 
and reestablishing routines to support 
the health of our communities and our 
economy. Understanding those links 
highlights the value and contribution of 
all labor.

 

“There is so 
much to learn 
when our unit 
of analysis id 
exactly what 
people do 
every day.”

Catching up with Sherry N. Mong
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Taking Care of Our Own
When Family Caregivers Do Medical Work

Sherry N. Mong

“This sensitive account of the lived experi-
ence of providing medical care to family 
members at home includes heart-breaking 
descriptions of the frustrations of dealing 
with an inefficient and inadequate health 
care bureaucracy.”—Nancy Folbre, 
University of Massachusetts Amherst

ILR PRESS
THE CULTURE AND POLITICS OF HEALTH CARE WORK

$21.95 paperback | $10.99 ebook
204 pages, 6 x 9

Mixing personal history, interviewee voices, and academic 
theory from the fields of care work, the sociology of work, med-
ical sociology, and nursing, Taking Care of Our Own introduces 
us to the hidden world of family caregivers. By taking a multidi-
mensional approach, Sherry N. Mong seeks to understand and 
analyze the types of skilled work that family caregivers do, the 
processes through which they learn and negotiate these new 
skills, and the meanings that both caregivers and nurses attach 
to their care work.

Taking Care of Our Own is based on sixty-two in-depth inter-
views with family caregivers, home and community health care 
nurses, and other expert observers to provide a lens through 
which these processes are analyzed while also exploring how 
caregivers learn the procedures. Mong also analyzes the emo-
tional labor of caregiving as well as the identities of caregivers 
and nurses as key players in the labor process, and gives atten-
tion to the ways in which the labor is transferred from medical 
professionals to family caregivers.

Sherry N. Mong is Associate Professor of Sociology and 
Criminology at Capital University in Columbus. 
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The Man in the Dog Park
Coming Up Close to Homelessness

Cathy A. Small

with Jason Kordosky & Ross Moore

$22.95 hardcover | $10.99 ebook
200 pages, 5.5 x 8.5, 1 b&w line drawing

The Man in the Dog Park offers the reader a rare window into 
homeless life. Spurred by a personal relationship with a home-
less man who became her co-author, Cathy A. Small takes a 
compelling look at what it means and what it takes to be home-
less. Interviews and encounters with dozens of homeless people 
lead us into a world that most have never seen. We travel as an 
intimate observer into the places that many homeless frequent, 
including a community shelter, a day labor agency, a panhan-
dling corner, a pawn shop, and a HUD housing office.  

Through these personal stories, we witness the obstacles that 
homeless people face, and the ingenuity it takes to negotiate life 
without a home. The Man in the Dog Park points to the ways that 
our own cultural assumptions and blind spots are complicit in 
US homelessness and contribute to the degree of suffering that 
homeless people face. At the same time, Small, Kordosky and 
Moore show us how our own sense of connection and compas-
sion can bring us into touch with the actions that will lessen 
homelessness and bring greater humanity to the experience of 
those who remain homeless.

The raw emotion of The Man in the Dog Park will forever 
change your appreciation for, and understanding of, a life so 
many deal with outside of the limelight of contemporary society.

Cathy A. Small is Professor Emerita of Anthropology at 
Northern Arizona University and a resident of Flagstaff, AZ, 
where she enjoys life with her spouse, Phyllis, of thirty years. 
She is the author of Voyages and My Freshman Year.

Jason Kordosky is a researcher for the Culinary Union. He 
works and lives in Las Vegas, Nevada, with his spouse, Magally, 
and his best cat friend, Tobie. He enjoys hiking, photography, 
and writing poetry in his free time.

Ross Moore is a disabled Vietnam vet-
eran and resident of northern Arizona. 
After surviving three decades of recur-
rent homelessness, he now lives with 
his wife, “Wendi,” in a HUD subsidized 
apartment. He is an avid collector of 
vinyl records.

"The Man in the Dog Park offers an 
accessible approach to destigmatize 
homelessness. Small's reflections are 
refreshing, humanizing and intimately 
understood. She seems to get it."—Pearl 
Wolfe, Homeless Advocate and Former 
Human Services Supervisor for Lane 
County, Oregon

"The authors offer a human perspective 
on the experience of homelessness, 
grounded in an exhaustive series of 
interviews and relevant literature. The 
Man in the Dog Park will serve scholars and 
practitioners of urban studies for years to 
come."—Ella Howard, author of Homeless



B E H I N D  T H E  B O O K

April 15. Today is the day that seven years of in-
terviews with homeless people would come to 
fruition in the release of our book, The Man in 

the Dog Park, co-authored with a homeless man. It is 
a book about compassion and about blind spots, too, 
that let us see, among other things, how homelessness 
is more a casualty of being poor than it is a product of 
mental illness or addiction.

The thin line I came to see between being poor and 
being homeless is the same thin line we are now see-
ing between being poor and being sick.  COVID-19 is 
revealing to us some disturbing truths in its clear, stark 
statistics.

If we are willing to open our eyes, we can see how poor 
people (disproportionately people of color) are dying at 
higher rates than others. We can see how the likelihood 
you have a pre-existing condition that enhances your 
virus danger is intimately tied to your economic strata; 
how poor families, cramped into tiny domestic spaces, 
have no saving option of separating onto different floors 
with different bathrooms if one person becomes ill; how 
the working poor have job categories—like nurse’s aide 
or elder care provider or factory line worker—where you 
cannot work at home to keep your job. There is no clear-
er time to see the tentacles of poverty than who and 
how many will die from this crisis.

The virus packs a double punch for those who are 
poor and homeless. Today, I would have thought I’d 
be going to work at the homeless shelter in my town, 
as I started doing regularly a couple of years ago as a 
volunteer. When the virus statistics began spiraling in 
mid-March, I wrote to the shelter manager that I would 
no longer be able to keep my commitment to come 
there. He was sympathetic and supportive; “Yes, I think 
it’s wise,” he wrote back. I am “old,” in the at-risk category, 
and everyone understands. I have a choice, regardless.

I worry about the many men and women in the shel-
ter, particularly my age and older. The shelter is set up 
with rows of bunk beds, closely positioned to house as 
many clients as possible who want a place to sleep and a 
warm meal. People stand in a crunched line to get their 
food, use the same couple of bathrooms for the 150 
people who are often there at one time. People cannot 
reasonably practice social distance.

I heard through our grapevine about the first cases, 
people in the shelter with symptoms. Everyone is scram-

bling, doing the best they can. They are putting sick 
people in a low-end motel, with a staff member to look 
in on them. No one has N-95 masks or gowns. The shel-
ter has put up makeshift boundaries (a wooden piece of 
rail, I think) around the reception desks so the staff have 
some measure of physical distance. It is all improvised, 
and the staff and residents all know that on some level 
it is a crap shoot.

Some homeless people may decide, perhaps rightly 
so, that their safest option is staying in the forest or on 
the streets. This can appear better than a shelter doing 
its best, but filled with coughing residents, kerchiefs for 
masks, and no guarantees. And so, I know the unshel-
tered will hang out during the day at an open drugstore, 
or library, or wander in a food store. How many people 
will be infected because “shelter in place” is not binding 
for those who have no safe space to shelter? Will our 
newspaper headlines be about the “dangerous homeless 
people infecting others” or will they sound the wake-up 
call about our interconnectedness, and the responsibility 
we have to look deeply at our own NIMBY efforts to 
keep affordable housing out of our neighborhood? 

The real testimony to our nation, and its future, is 
what lessons we will have learned when this COVID-19 
episode is over.

Being Poor and Sick: a Thin Line
Cathy A. Small
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Confronting Desire
Psychoanalysis and International Development

Ilan Kapoor

$26.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook 
324 pages, 6 x 9, 2 b&w halftones

“Ilan Kapoor offers a unique and valuable 
contribution to current research, pro-
viding a comprehensive overview of the 
application of psychoanalytic theory to 
understand international development and 
its vicissitudes. His analysis is clear, cogent, 
and compellingly argued.”—Robert 
Fletcher, Wageningen University, author 
of Romancing the Wild 

“Confronting Desire is excellent; well-writ-
ten and self-reflective, it engages and 
builds upon existing works, bringing them 
into direct dialogue with both historical 
and modern interpretations. Kapoor’s 
ideas are among the most important in 
development thinking today.”—Gavin 
Fridell, Saint Mary’s University, author of 
Coffee

By applying psychoanalytic perspectives to key themes, con-
cepts, and practices underlying the development enterprise, 
Confronting Desire offers a new way of analyzing the problems, 
challenges, and potentialities of international development. Ilan 
Kapoor makes a compelling case for examining development’s 
unconscious desires, and in the process inaugurates a new field 
of study: psychoanalytic development studies.

Drawing from the work of Jacques Lacan and Slavoj Zizek, as 
well as from psychoanalytic postcolonial and feminist scholar-
ship, Kapoor analyzes how development’s unconscious desires 

“speak out,” most often in excessive and unpredictable ways that 
contradict the outwardly rational declarations of its practitioners. 
He investigates development’s many irrationalities—from ob-
sessions about growth and poverty to the seductions of racism 
or over-consumption. By deploying key psychoanalytic con-
cepts—enjoyment, fantasy, antagonism, fetishism, envy, drive, 
perversion, and hysteria—Confronting Desire critically analyzes 
important issues in development—growth, poverty, inequality, 
participation, consumption, corruption, gender, “race,” LGBTQ 
politics, and revolution universalism. 

With an eye for international development from a psychoana-
lytic perspective, Confronting Desire offers prescriptions for how 
applying psychoanalysis to development theory and practice can 
provide fertile ground for radical politics and transformation of 
development theory and praxis.

Ilan Kapoor is Professor of Critical Development Studies at 
York University, Toronto, and is the author of The Postcolonial 
Politics and Celebrity Humanitarianism. Follow him on Twitter 
@ilankapoor. 
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When There Was No Aid
War and Peace in Somaliland

Sarah G. Phillips

$36.95 hardcover | $17.99 ebook
252 pages, 6 x 9, 1 map

For all of the doubts raised about the effectiveness of interna-
tional aid in advancing peace and development, there are few 
examples of developing countries that are even relatively un-
touched by it. Sarah G. Phillips’s When There Was No Aid offers 
us one such example. 

Using evidence from Somaliland’s experience of peace-build-
ing, When There Was No Aid challenges two of the most en-
grained presumptions about violence and poverty in the global 
South. First, that intervention by actors in the global North is 
self-evidently useful in ending them, and second that the qual-
ity of a country’s governance institutions (whether formal or 
informal) necessarily determines the level of peace and civil 
order that the country experiences. 

Phillips explores how popular discourses about war, peace, 
and international intervention structure the conditions of pos-
sibility to such a degree that even the inability of institutions 
to provide reliable security can stabilize a prolonged period 
of peace. She argues that Somaliland’s post-conf lict peace is 
grounded less in the constraining power of its institutions than 
in a powerful discourse about the country’s structural, temporal, 
and physical proximity to war. Through its sensitivity to the 
ease with which peace gives way to war, Phillips argues, this 
discourse has indirectly harnessed an apparent propensity to 
war as a source of order. 

Sarah G. Phillips is Associate Professor in the Department 
of Government and International Relations at the University of 
Sydney. Follow her on Twitter @DrSarahPhillips.

“When There Was No Aid presents 
persuasive and thought-provoking 
arguments. This book will be of great 
interest to policy-makers and practitioners 
and makes a significant contribution to 
researchers in the fields of Peace studies, 
Conflict studies, and African studies.”—
Jonathan Fisher, University of Birmingham, 
author of East Africa after Liberation

“In this important study, Sarah Phillips 
builds on her influential previous work 
on a fascinating natural experiment. 
Those insisting on ‘state-building’ in 
so-called fragile states need to learn from 
Somaliland that the very absence of an 
effective state was what brought about 
peace.”—Duncan Green, London School 
of Economics and Political Science, author 
of How Change Happens
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More Than Medicine
Nurse Practitioners and the Problems They 
Solve for Patients, Health Care Organizations, 
and the State

LaTonya J. Trotter

“LaTonya Trotter has written a beautiful 
book, one that is engaging, empirically 
rich, and theoretically sophisticated. More 
Than Medicine is cleverly argued, drawing 
on foundational concepts and theories 
in the sociology of professions, political 
sociology, and medical sociology.”—Clare 
Stacey, Kent State University, author of 
The Caring Self

“More Than Medicine is a must-read for 
anyone interested in how our changing 
health care system both maintains and 
challenges norms about gender, work, 
and the provision of care.”—Adia Harvey 
Wingfield, Washington University in St. 
Louis, author of Flatlining

"More than Medicine convincingly 
shows that nurse practitioners are not 
pseudo-physicians, but are professionals 
who approach care in ways that takes 
social context seriously. Through rich data 
and compelling stories, we see how nurse 
practitioners manage social problems by 
not just providing healthcare, but also 
social services and emotional support 
to patients in need."—Jennifer Reich, 
University of Colorado Denver, author of 
Calling the Shots

ILR PRESS
THE CULTURE AND POLITICS OF HEALTH CARE WORK

$19.95 paperback | $9.99 ebook
216 pages, 6 x 9

In More Than Medicine, LaTonya J. Trotter chronicles the ev-
eryday work of a group of nurse practitioners (NPs) working 
on the front lines of the American health care crisis as they 
cared for four hundred African-American older adults living 
with poor health and limited means. Trotter describes how these 
NPs practiced an inclusive form of care work that addressed 
medical, social, and organizational problems that often accom-
pany poverty. In solving this expanded terrain of problems from 
inside the clinic, these NPs were not only solving a broader set 
of concerns for their patients; they became a professional solu-
tion for managing “difficult people” for both their employer and 
the state. Through More Than Medicine, we discover that the 
problems found in the NP’s exam room are as much a product 
of our nation’s disinvestment in social problems as of physician 
scarcity or rising costs.

LaTonya J. Trotter is Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Sociology at Vanderbilt University. Follow her on Twitter @
latonyajtrotter.
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

My favorite anecdotes related to the ways 
workers resisted everyday despotism. 
These hidden strategies shifted power 
relations in the workplace despite being 
completely invisible to managers. For 
example, one worker sanctioned their 
manager by rotating all the store’s milk 
so those going off first were at the back 
of the refrigerator. This caused the loss 
of over £500 of milk and the manager 
got into trouble with his superiors but 
was completely at a loss as to who the 
culprit was. People are inherently inge-
nious and will always find creative ways 
to fight injustice.  

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

Originally I was interested in the rela-
tionship between job insecurity and 
control, it was only through talking to 
informants that they explained they 
weren’t worried about losing their job 
but feared their hours being arbitrarily 
cut or changed. If I’d known the impor-
tance of flexible working time for control 
from the outset I could have asked more 
questions about it. But the fact that what 

I found was different from what I was 
expecting gives me confidence that I’m 
not simply imposing my own views 
onto the data. The opportunity to gain 
experiential knowledge is real benefit of 
ethnography.

How do you wish you could change the 
field?

Exploitation, the degradation of work and 
class were once the bread and butter of 
sociology. Strangely these issues are now 
fairly marginal despite levels of inequal-
ity not seen for a hundred years, declin-
ing living standards, recurrent crisis 
(first the financial crash and Great Re-
cession, now the Coronavirus crash and 
likely second Great Depression, not to 
mention an impending ecological crash). 
The public, media, and policy makers are 
crying out for answers to questions such 
as how to transition to green sustainable 
jobs and what rapid changes in technol-
ogy mean for the future of work. I wish 
sociology was answering them.

“This caused 
the loss of 
£500 of milk.”

Catching up with Alex J. Wood
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Despotism on Demand
How Power Operates in the Flexible Workplace

Alex J. Wood

ILR PRESS

$26.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
204 pages, 6 x 9, 1 chart

Despotism on Demand draws attention to the impact of flexible 
scheduling on managerial power and workplace control. When 
we understand paid work as a power relationship, argues Alex 
J. Wood, we see how the spread of precarious scheduling con-
stitutes flexible despotism; a novel regime of control within the 
workplace. 

Wood believes that flexible despotism represents a new 
domain of inequality, in which the postindustrial working class 
increasingly suffer a scheduling nightmare. By investigating 
two of the largest retailers in the world he uncovers how con-
trol in the contemporary “flexible firm” is achieved through the 
insidious combination of “flexible discipline” and “schedule 
gifts.” Flexible discipline provides managers with an arbitrary 
means by which to punish workers, but flexible scheduling also 
requires workers to actively win favor with managers in order to 
receive “schedule gifts”: more or better hours. Wood concludes 
that the centrality of precarious scheduling to control means 
that for those at the bottom of the postindustrial labor market 
the future of work will increasingly be one of flexible despotism.

Alex J. Wood is Lecturer in the Sociology of Work at the Uni-
versity of Birmingham and a Research Associate at the Oxford 
Internet Institute, University of Oxford. Follow him on Twitter 
@tom_swing.

“Despotism on Demand is brimming with 
ambition and imagination. Based on 
outstanding fieldwork, it rises above many 
such ethnographies in its theoretical 
sophistication.”—Michael Burawoy, 
University of California, Berkeley

“This impressive book on working 
conditions in the on-demand economy 
deserves to be widely read. Wood 
provides a lucid and nuanced account of 
how precarious scheduling has become 
central to managerial control in this 
growing sector.”—Judy Wajcman, London 
School of Economics
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In an original and striking study of migration management 
in operation, Disrupting Deportability highlights obstacles 
confronting temporary migrant workers in Canada seeking to 
exercise their labor rights. Leah F. Vosko explores the effects of 
deportability on Mexican nationals participating in Canada’s 
Seasonal Agricultural Worker Program (SAWP).

Vosko follows the decade-long legal and political struggle 
of a group of Mexican SAWP migrants in British Columbia to 
establish and maintain meaningful collective representation. 
Her case study reveals how modalities of deportability—such as 
termination without cause, blacklisting, and attrition—destabi-
lize legally authorized temporary migrant agricultural workers. 
Through this detailed exposé, Disrupting Deportability concludes 
that despite the formal commitments to human, social, and civil 
rights to which migration management ostensibly aspires, the 
design and administration of this “model” temporary migrant 
work program produces conditions of deportability, making the 
threat possibility of removal ever-present.

Leah F. Vosko is Professor of Political Science and Canada 
Research Chair in the Political Economy of Gender and Work 
at York University in Toronto. She is author of Managing the 
Margins and Temporary Work.
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$26.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
200 pages, 6 x 9, 2 charts

“Disrupting Deportability is prescient and 
innovative. This high-quality work is full 
of outstanding qualitative research in 
the sociology of labor and will appeal to 
readers in and beyond the disciplines of 
sociology and labor studies.”—Immanuel 
Ness, City University of New York, author 
of Southern Insurgency

“Disrupting Deportability is a must read for 
anyone interested in migrant labor, politics, 
and the state.”—Shannon Gleeson, Cornell 
University, author of Precarious Claims

“How do temporary migrant worker 
programs utilize the threat of deportation 
to generate flexibility? To what extent can 
these programs be resisted and trans-
formed? In pursuing these vital questions, 
this impressive book will change the way 
we think about temporary migration and 
deportation.”—William Walters, Carleton 
University, author of The Production of 
Secrecy

Disrupting Deportability
Transnational Workers Organize

Leah F. Vosko
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Home Care Fault Lines
Understanding Tensions and Creating 
Alliances

Cynthia J. Cranford

ILR PRESS
THE CULTURE AND POLITICS OF HEALTH CARE WORK

$26.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
232 pages, 6 x 9, 2 b&w line drawings

“Home Care Fault Lines takes a well-
grounded research design, evaluates it in 
light of a wide interdisciplinary reading of 
care, labor, disability, immigration, race, 
social movements, and other related 
literatures, and comes up with a model for 
change that builds upon what already has 
happened to envision new possibilities.”—
Eileen Boris, University of California, 
Santa Barbara

In this revealing look at home care, Cynthia J. Cranford illus-
trates how elderly and disabled people and the immigrant women 
workers who assist them in daily activities develop meaningful 
relationships even when their different ages, abilities, races, na-
tionalities, and socio-economic backgrounds generate tension 
in the intimate encounter that is home help. As Cranford shows, 
workers experience devaluation within racialized and gendered 
class hierarchies, which shapes their pursuit of security. 

Home Care Fault Lines analyzes the tensions, alliances, and 
compromises between security for workers and flexibility for el-
derly and disabled people, and Cranford argues that workers and 
recipients negotiate flexibility and security within intersecting 
inequalities in varying ways depending on multiple interacting 
dynamics. 

What comes through from Cranford’s analysis is the need 
for a new unionism that builds deeply democratic alliances 
across multiple axes of inequality. She argues for an intimate 
community unionism that advocates for universal state funding, 
designs worker-recipient run, culturally sensitive labor market 
intermediaries to help people find workers and jobs, and ad-
dresses everyday tensions in the home-workplaces in order to 
support both flexible care and secure work.  

Cynthia Cranford is an Associate Professor of Sociology at 
the University of Toronto. She is the co-author of Self-employed 
Workers Organize. Follow her on Twitter @Cranford1971.
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The Ascent of Market Efficiency
Finance that Cannot be Proven

Simone Polillo

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 ebook
208 pages, 6 x 9, 7 b&w line drawings, 11 charts

The Ascent of Market Eff iciency weaves together historical 
narrative and quantitative bibliometric data to detail the path 
financial economists took in order to form one of the central 
theories of financial economics—the influential efficient-market 
hypothesis—which states that the behavior of financial markets 
is unpredictable.  

As the notorious quip goes, a blindfolded monkey would do 
better than a group of experts in selecting a portfolio of securi-
ties, simply by throwing darts at the financial pages of a news-
paper. How did such a hypothesis come to be so influential in 
the field of financial economics? How did financial economists 
turn a lack of evidence about systematic patterns in the behavior 
of financial markets into a foundational approach to the study 
of finance?

Each chapter in Simone Polillo’s fascinating meld of eco-
nomics, science, and sociology focuses on these questions, as 
well as on collaborative academic networks, and on the values 
and affects that kept the networks together as they struggled to 
define what the new field of financial economics should be about. 
In doing so, he introduces a new dimension—data analysis—to 
our understanding of the ways knowledge advances. 

There are patterns in the ways knowledge is produced, and 
The Ascent of Market Efficiency helps us make sense of these 
patterns by providing a general framework that can be applied 
equally to other social and human sciences. 

Simone Polillo is Associate Professor in the Department of 
Sociology at University of Virginia. He is author of Conservatives 
vs. Wildcats. Follow him on Twitter @simpol78. 

“The Ascent of Market Efficiency is a 
terrific book. It is well written, compelling, 
and informative”—Emily Erikson, Yale 
University, author of Between Monopoly 
and Free Trade

“Polillo crafts a sophisticated argument that 
rests on both a qualitative, interpretative 
analysis of histories of financial economics, 
and a competent quantitative study of 
bibliometric and authorship patterns in the 
field. This is an exceptional history of one 
of the most influential concepts of modern 
finance.”—Juan Pablo Pardo-Guerra, 
University of California, San Diego, author 
of Automating Finance
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Mobilizing for Development
The Modernization of Rural East Asia

Kristen E. Looney

$45.00 hardcover | $21.99 ebook
234 pages, 6 x 9, 2 b&w line drawings

Mobilizing for Development tackles the question of how coun-
tries achieve rural development and offers a new way of 
thinking about East Asia’s political economy that challenges 
the developmental state paradigm. Through a comparison of 
Taiwan (1950s–1970s), South Korea (1950s–1970s), and China 
(1980s–2000s), Kristen E. Looney shows that different types of 
development outcomes—improvements in agricultural produc-
tion, rural living standards, and the village environment—were 
realized to different degrees, at different times, and in different 
ways. She argues that rural modernization campaigns, defined 
as policies demanding high levels of mobilization to effect 
dramatic change, played a central role in the region and that 
divergent development outcomes can be attributed to the inter-
play between campaigns and institutions. The analysis departs 
from common portrayals of the developmental state as wholly 
technocratic and demonstrates that rural development was not 
just a byproduct of industrialization. 
Looney’s research is based on several years of fieldwork in Asia 
and makes a unique contribution by systematically comparing 
China’s development experience with other countries. Relevant 
to political science, economic history, rural sociology, and Asian 
Studies, the book enriches our understanding of state-led devel-
opment and agrarian change. 

Kristen Looney is Assistant Professor of Asian Studies and 
Government at Georgetown University. 

“Mobilizing for Development challenges 
the dominant view of the East Asian 
state development model by focusing 
on different strands of political culture 
and modes of politics. The focus on how 
institutions and campaigns interacted 
to affect rural development in East Asia 
provides a new theoretical understanding 
of the developmental state and other 
bodies of literature on development.”—
Kate Xiao Zhou, University of Hawaii

“Kristen Looney’s path-breaking book 
forces us to rethink the state’s role in 
development strategies, the ways in 
which rural society organizes politically 
for economic gain, and how to compare 
East Asian newly-industrializing 
economies. Her explanatory mechanism 
is political campaigns, an audacious 
analytical approach that will change the 
way we understand urban bias, state-
society relations, and developmental 
imperatives.”—Andrew Mertha, Johns 
Hopkins University, author of Brothers in 
Arms
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Immigrant Japan
Mobility and Belonging in an Ethno-
nationalist Society

Gracia Liu-Farrer

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 ebook
280 pages, 6 x9, 3 charts

“Twenty years of case studies—combined 
with rigorous and theoretically informed 
argument—mean that this book more than 
lives up to its provocative title. It should hit 
on the head, once and for all, the simplistic 
assumption that Japan is a country that is 
incapable of incorporating immigrants.”—
Roger Goodman, University of Oxford

“Liu-Farrer’s interpretive analysis of 
the voices of migrants and immigrants 
provides a distinctive perspective on 
the relationship between migration and 
belonging in Japan. It reveals how these 
subjects engage Japanese society and 
policies to create a space for themselves 
as immigrants.”—Deborah Milly, Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University, 
author of New Policies for New Residents

“Immigrant Japan is a welcome addition 
to a growing body of scholarship on 
global migration. The personal narratives 
presented are vibrant and the analysis 
is nuanced and insightful.”—Ryoko 
Yamamoto, Sociology Department, SUNY 
Old Westbury

Immigrant Japan? Sounds like a contradiction, but as Gracia 
Liu-Farrer shows, millions of immigrants make their varied 
lives in Japan, dealing with the tensions between belonging and 
not belonging in this ethno-nationalist country. Why do people 
want to come to Japan? Where do immigrants with various re-
sources and demographic profiles fit in the economic landscape? 
How do immigrants narrate belonging in an environment where 
they are “other” at a time when mobility is increasingly easy and 
belonging increasingly complex? 

In Immigrant Japan, Gracia Liu-Farrer illuminates the lives 
of these immigrants by bringing in sociological, geographical, 
and psychological theories—guiding the reader through life tra-
jectories of migrants of various backgrounds, while also going 
so far as to suggest that Japan is already an immigrant country. 

Gracia Liu-Farrer is Professor of Sociology at the Graduate 
School of Asia-Pacific Studies, and Director of the Institute of 
Asian Migrations, Waseda University, Japan. She is the author of 
Labor Migration from China to Japan and coeditor of the Routledge 
Handbook of Asian Migrations. 
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

When I first started studying immi-
gration into Japan in the early 2000s, 
I mentioned this to an academic in the 
US. He looked at me and asked, “Is there 
immigration in Japan?”

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

I was not expecting that discussion over 
immigration into an ethno-nationalist 
society would become so relevant in the 
contemporary world. With Trumpism, 
Brexit and the likes, Japan is no longer a 
peculiar case, but a typical one. 

How do you wish you could change the 
field?

Sociology is still too America and Europe 
centered. Many sociologists, myself in-
cluded, have also been trained in the US 
and Europe. I am wondering how the 
field would have been different if it had 
emerged in other places instead. I hope 
Asian, African and other experiences 
will have more influences on sociological 
theories. 

 

“With Trump-
ism, Brexit, 
and the likes, 
Japan is no 
longer a pecu-
liar case, but a 
typical one.”

Catching up with Gracis Liu-Farrer
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Empire’s Labor
The Global Army That Supports U.S. Wars

Adam Moore

$19.95 paperback | $0.00 ebook
258 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w halftones, 6 maps, 3 charts

In a dramatic unveiling of the little-known world of contracted 
military logistics, Adam Moore examines the lives of the global 
army of laborers who support US overseas wars. Empire’s Labor 
brings us the experience of the hundreds of thousands of men 
and women who perform jobs such as truck drivers and admin-
istrative assistants at bases located in warzones in the Middle 
East and Africa. He highlights the changes the US military has 
undergone since the Vietnam War, when the ratio of contrac-
tors to uniformed personnel was roughly 1:6. In Afghanistan 
it has been as high as 4:1. This growth in logistics contracting 
represents a fundamental change in how the US fights wars, 
with the military now dependent on a huge pool of contractors 
recruited from around the world. It also, Moore demonstrates, 
has social, economic, and political implications that extend well 
beyond the battlefields.

Focusing on workers from the Philippines and Bosnia, two 
major sources of “third country national” (TCN) military labor, 
Moore explains the rise of large-scale logistics outsourcing since 
the end of the Cold War; describes the networks, infrastruc-
tures, and practices that span the spaces through which people, 
information, and goods circulate; and reveals the experiences 
of foreign workers, from the hidden dynamics of labor activism 
on bases, to the economic and social impacts these jobs have on 
their families and the communities they hail from. Through 
his extensive fieldwork and interviews, Moore gives voice to the 
agency and aspirations of the many thousands of foreigners who 
labor for the US military.

AdAm moore is Associate Professor in the Department of Geogra-
phy at the University of California, Los Angeles. He is author of 
Peacebuilding in Practice. Follow him on Twitter @ConflictGeo.

"Adam Moore has undertaken detailed 
research, including interviews with workers, 
to explore the labor force buttressing 
the US military. He traces patterns of 
recruitment, finds evidence of exploitative 
and discriminatory labor practices, and 
explores how the military's recruitment of 
legions of workers affects their countries 
of origin."—Foreign Affairs

“Empire’s Labor is a beautifully written, 
essential book exposing the labor and 
labor exploitation underpinning the 
military industrial complex, US empire, 
and the corporations fueling permanent 
war.”—David Vine, Professor of Anthro-
pology, American University, author 
of Base Nation

Thanks to generous funding from UCLA 
and its participation in TOME (Toward 
an Open Monograph Ecosystem), the 
ebook editions of this book are available 
as Open Access volumes from Cornell 
Open (cornellopen.org) and other 
repositories.

WINNER OF THE GLOBE BOOK AWARD FOR PUBLIC UNDER-
STANDING OF GEOGRAPHY
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In October 2017, a commemorative plaque “In Mem-
ory of the 200,000 Poles Murdered in Warsaw in the 
German Death Camp KL Warschau” was unveiled 

in Warsaw. This was a somber ceremony, with the local 
priest performing Catholic rites and a representative of 
the Polish army honoring the dead.

The only problem: almost none of this was true. 
While there indeed did exist a camp in Warsaw where 
a few thousand Polish citizens died during the German 
occupation, after the burning of the Warsaw Ghetto in 
1943, the site was turned into a concentration and exter-
mination camp and the 20,000 victims who died there 
were mostly Jews brought in from other parts of Europe 
and used as slave labor to clear the charred remains of 
the ghetto.

That the Polish civil society group that organized this 
commemoration focused on victims of their own ethnic 
group at the expense of others is an unremarkable and 
largely ubiquitous feature of commemorative politics 
everywhere. More remarkable, though, is that the real 
purpose of this commemoration was to present it as a 
direct competitor with the memory of the Holocaust, 
especially in Poland, the geographic heart of the geno-
cide.

This revisionist historical remembrance in Poland is 
not new and has already attracted much international 
attention. In 2018, the Polish government passed a law 
that criminalized the use of the phrase “Polish death 
camps” to designate German Nazi death camps in 
occupied Poland, such as Auschwitz, Treblinka and 
many others. Moreover, the law also criminalized any 
insinuation that individual Poles may have committed 
anti-Semitic crimes during the Holocaust (the law was 
amended in June 2018 to make the offense civil and not 
criminal).

But Poland is hardly alone. As I document in my 
book, Yellow Star, Red Star: Holocaust Remembrance 
after Communism, this new historical revisionism has 
flourished across post-communist Europe and is es-
pecially visible in historical museums, monuments and 
memorials, history textbooks and in rehabilitation and 
restitution laws.

For example, in 2014, the Historical Museum of Serbia 
in Belgrade put up a high-profile exhibition In the Name 
of the People – Political Repression in Serbia 1944-1953, 
about crimes carried out by communist Yugoslavia in the 

years shortly after the war. The most stunning visual ar-
tifact displayed, however, was a well-known photograph 
of emaciated prisoners (one of them Elie Wiesel) in the 
Nazi Buchenwald concentration camp. In the Belgrade 
exhibition, this iconic image —one of the most famous 
photographs of the Holocaust— was displayed in the 
section devoted to the Yugoslav communist era camp 
for political prisoners on the Adriatic island of Goli otok, 
with the caption, “the example of living conditions of 
Goli otok prisoners.” The visual message conveyed by 
this display was that communist oppression looked like 
the Holocaust.

To understand this phenomenon of Holocaust mem-
ory appropriation, over the course of four years, I sifted 
through hundreds of primary archival and secondary lit-
erature sources on the Holocaust and its remembrance 
in Eastern Europe, including newspaper coverage of 
commemorations, museum exhibitions and catalogs, 
oral testimonies, history textbooks, public speeches, 
theater, film, and literature sources. I conducted dozens 
of interviews, as well as museum and memorial site visits 
in six countries. What I found was a remarkably strong 
trend of using Holocaust memory, especially its nar-
rative and visual repertoire, to instead tell the story of 
communist oppression.

My book explains this process by analyzing how the 
Western European narrative of the Holocaust —which 
understands it as the foundational block of postwar Eu-
ropean identity— has created stress and resentment in 
post-communist states, which have been asked to ac-
cept and contribute to this primarily Western European 
account as members or candidate states of the Euro-
pean Union. The “cosmopolitan Holocaust memory” as 
developed in the West fundamentally does not fit with 
the very different memory of the 20th century in East-
ern Europe, memory that is focused on the crimes of 
Stalinism, Soviet occupation, or pre-communist ethnic 
conflict with other states. Understanding the continuing 
political salience of these competing narratives is key to 
understanding Holocaust revisionism and appropriation 
today.

hoLocauST rememBrance afTer 
communiSm

Jelena Subotic
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Yellow Star, Red Star
Holocaust Remembrance after Communism

Jelena Subotic

$29.95 hardcover | $14.99 ebook
264 pages, 6 x 9, 8 b&w halftones, 3 maps

Yellow Star, Red Star asks why Holocaust memory continues to 
be so deeply troubled—ignored, appropriated, and obfuscat-
ed—throughout Eastern Europe, even though it was in those 
lands that most of the extermination campaign occurred. As 
part of accession to the European Union, Jelena Subotic shows, 
East European states were required to adopt, participate in, 
and contribute to the established Western narrative of the Ho-
locaust. This requirement created anxiety and resentment in 
post-communist states: Holocaust memory replaced communist 
terror as the dominant narrative in Eastern Europe, focusing 
instead on predominantly Jewish suffering in World War II. 
Influencing the European Union’s own memory politics and 
legislation in the process, post-communist states have attempted 
to reconcile these two memories by pursuing new strategies of 
Holocaust remembrance. The memory, symbols, and imagery 
of the Holocaust have been appropriated to represent crimes of 
communism.

Yellow Star, Red Star presents in-depth accounts of Holocaust 
remembrance practices in Serbia, Croatia, and Lithuania, and 
extends the discussion to other East European states. The book 
demonstrates how countries of the region used Holocaust re-
membrance as a political strategy to resolve their contemporary 

“ontological insecurities”—insecurities about their identities, 
about their international status, and about their relationships 
with other international actors. As Subotic concludes, Holocaust 
memory in Eastern Europe has never been about the Holocaust 
or about the desire to remember the past, whether during com-
munism or in its aftermath. Rather, it has been about managing 
national identities in a precarious and uncertain world.

JelenA Subotic is Professor of Political Science at Georgia State 
University in Atlanta. She is the author of Hijacked Justice and 
numerous scholarly articles.

"Yellow Star, Red Star approaches 
Holocaust studies from a post-Communist 
perspective and is an important contribu-
tion to the historical canon."—Foreword

"Jelena Subotic, a professor at Georgia 
State University, has written a fine, 
compelling and angry book. In Yellow Star, 
Red Star, she argues that Holocaust history 
in post-Communist countries has been 
ignored, subverted, adapted, adopted and 
misused and, in the two Balkan countries, 
used as a prop for creating post-Yugoslav 
national identities."—Financial Times

“Yellow Star, Red Star is a passionate 
and engaging study of the politics of 
Holocaust memory in Eastern Europe 
after communism. Jelena Subotić has 
produced a first-rate piece of scholarship 
and one that’s refreshingly enjoyable 
to read.”—Jeffrey Kopstein, University 
of California, Irvine, author of Intimate 
Violence

“Jelena Subotić pulls no punches. This is an 
outstanding book.”—Jovan Byford, Open 
University, author of Denial and Repression 
of Antisemitism
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Labor in the Time of Trump critically analyzes the right-wing 
attack on workers and unions and offers strategies to build a 
working–class movement.

While President Trump’s election in 2016 may have been 
a wakeup call for labor and the Left, the underlying processes 
behind this shift to the right have been building for at least forty 
years.  The contributors show that only by analyzing the vul-
nerabilities in the right-wing strategy can the labor movement 
develop an effective response.

Essays in the volume examine the conservative upsurge, ex-
plore key challenges the labor movement faces today, and draw 
lessons from recent activist successes.

The editors of this book are faculty members of the Labor Center 
and Sociology Department at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst. Combined, they have dozens of books and articles that 
analyze the labor movement, work, and politics. They regularly 
work with unions and worker centers, and they teach graduate 
courses in labor studies, economics, history, organizing, and 
union campaigns.

ILR PRESS

$24.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook
264 pages, 6 x 9

“This volume offers a timely, needed, 
and original set of interpretations of the 
political moment in which we live. The em-
phasis here is not on theoretical debates 
but rather on practical political analysis 
and the construction of alternatives.”—Nik 
Theodore, University of Illinois at Chicago

"Labor in the Time of Trump is a 
fascinating collection of essays that 
make an important contribution to our 
understanding of the contemporary labor 
movement.  Timely and exciting, it is well 
suited for the undergraduate classroom 
as well as training for workers."—Carolina 
Bank-Munoz, Brooklyn College, author of 
Building Power From Below

"Labor in the Time of Trump is a must-read. 
It makes clear that labor's role is crucial in 
a time when workers and our institutions 
are under attack. Analyzing the current 
anti-worker, anti-union environment and 
how the Right brought us to this point, the 
book pivots to the opportunities we have 
for making a new, more progressive world. 
A better world is possible."—Sara Nelson, 
International President of the Association 
of Flight Attendants-CWA, AFL-CIO

Labor in the Time of Trump
 
edited by Jasmine Kerrissey, Eve S. Weinbaum, 
Clare Hammonds, Tom Juravich, and Dan Clawson
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What makes domestic work a bad job, even after efforts to 
formalize and improve working conditions? Erynn Masi de 
Casanova’s case study, based partly on collaborative research 
conducted with Ecuador’s pioneer domestic workers’ organiza-
tion, examines three reasons for persistent exploitation. First, 
the tasks of social reproduction are devalued. Second, informal 
work arrangements escape regulation. And third, unequal class 
relations are built into this type of employment. Accessible to 
advocates and policymakers as well as academics, this book 
provides both theoretical discussions about domestic work and 
concrete ideas for improving women’s lives.

Drawing on workers’ stories of lucha, trabajo, and sacrificio—
struggle, work, and sacrifice—Dust and Dignity offers a new take 
on an old occupation. From the intimate experience of being a 
body out of place in an employer’s home, to the common work 
histories of Ecuadorian women in different cities, to the possi-
bilities for radical collective action at the national level, Casanova 
shows how and why women do this stigmatized and precarious 
work and how they resist exploitation in the search for dignified 
employment. From these searing stories of workers’ lives, Dust 
and Dignity identifies patterns in domestic workers’ experiences 
that will be helpful in understanding the situation of workers 
elsewhere and offers possible solutions for promoting and en-
suring workers’ rights that have relevance far beyond Ecuador.

Erynn Masi de Casanova is Professor of Sociology at the 
University of Cincinnati. She is author of Making Up the Differ-
ence (available in Spanish as Vendiendo Belleza) and Buttoned 
Up. With Afshan Jafar, she co-edited the books Bodies without 
Borders and Global Beauty, Local Bodies.

ILR PRESS

$24.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook
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“Erynn Masi de Casanova’s astute analysis 
of private household workers in Guayaquil, 
Ecuador is a terrific study, and will find a 
ready audience among scholars of domes-
tic labor, Latin America, labor studies, and 
sociology.”—Eileen Boris, University of 
California, Santa Barbara, coauthor of the 
prize-winning Caring for America

"This well-researched and well-written 
book makes an important contribution to 
the understanding of the work, struggles 
and sacrifice of working poor women, not 
just paid domestic workers and not just 
in Ecuador. In presenting and analyzing 
the findings of her grounded research in 
this compelling book, Casanova provides 
insightful answers to the two questions 
she sought to answer: why domestic work 
is particularly bad work and what can be 
done to improve the working conditions of 
domestic workers or create pathways out 
of domestic work."—Marty Chen, WIEGO

Dust and Dignity
Domestic Employment in Contemporary 
Ecuador

Erynn Masi de Casanova 
foreword by Maximina Salazar
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

The most memorable part of the research 
was the training for my partners in Ecua-
dor. To design the study and collect the 
data, I worked together with members 
from Ecuador’s pioneer domestic worker 
organization. We decided to begin with 
a crash course in social science research 
methods, including discussions of data 
collection techniques and ethics. The 
women, nearly all of whom were current 
or former domestic workers, connected 
immediately to the ethical demands of 
research. They understood in a deep 
way the power that a researcher holds 
in interactions with research partici-
pants, and the responsibilities that they 
assumed when collecting data from 
socially marginalized people. Whereas I 
sometimes have to explain this unequal 
power dynamic to my students in the 
US, these activist-researchers just got it 
right away.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

I wish I had had the chance to read an 
amazing book by two brilliant Argentin-
ian sociologists on domestic work in that 

country. The book was published after 
my book was already finished. It’s called 
¿Cada Una en Su Lugar? Trabajo, género, 
y clase en el servicio doméstico [Each one 
in her place? Work, Gender, and Class in 
Domestic Service], by Débora Gorban and 
Ania Tizziani. Their findings overlap 
with mine in many ways, despite the vast 
social, political, and economic differenc-
es between Argentina and Ecuador. But 
it’s all good, because I see my book as 
the beginning of a conversation about 
domestic work in Latin America, not 
the last word . . .  and I look forward to 
having that conversation with these and 
other scholars going forward.

How do you wish you could change the 
field?

I wish that there were more translations 
of academic publications by Latin Amer-
ican scholars available in English. If we 
are serious about decolonizing the acad-
emy, people either need to learn more 
languages (I’m looking at you, US-based 
scholars), or we as an academic commu-
nity need to get busy translating more 
works into English.

 

“I wish I had 
had the chance 
to read an 
amazing book 
by two brilliant 
Argeninian 
sociologists on 
domestic work 
in Argentina.”

Catching up with Erynn Masi de Casanova
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Student criticism about University statues, monu-
ments, and named buildings that pay reverence to 
those who gained power through colonialism and 

slavery is not new. What is new is students’ urgency for 
action. Students from historically marginalized groups 
and their allies are now openly stating what they have 
been mumbling for generations; that they don’t buy the 
argument that the statues are apolitical remembrances 
of times gone by with no bearing on the present. No 
statue, monument, or named building is simply a “record 
of its time,” each is part of the ever-changing conversa-
tion about present day values.   

As Tyler Stiem noted, monuments “normalise the 
past, for better or worse. They make injustices easier to 
defend and, more insidiously, harder to see. For another, 
it’s the people most likely to defend those injustices who 
ultimately decide what is or isn’t threatening, not the 
people who have been most affected.”

My book, Campus Counterspaces: Black and Latinx 
Students’ Search for Community at Historically White 
Universities illustrates how students’ sense of campus 
belonging and ability to claim full membership in the 
institution is negatively affected by explicit and implicit 
devaluing of their identity. These statues, monuments, 
and named buildings are present-day incarnations of 
our present-day willingness to value only voices of pow-
er.

For generations, Black and Latinx students have been 
sold a false promise by historically White colleges and 
universities. As described in my book, colleges have 
been falsely promising historically marginalized students 
that if they come they will experience a cosmopolitan 
community: “a calm environment of equivalent, sym-
metrical relationships”. For generations, less than half of 
Black and Latinx students who enrolled have obtained 
their degree. For generations, Black and Latinx students 
have been assuming full personal blame for this out-
come. But increasingly, they are holding their institutions 
accountable for reaping the benefits of their enrollment 
while also doing little to change the culture of hostile 
campus climates that undermine their likelihood of suc-
cess.

Current generations of students from historically 
marginalized groups are less willing to ignore the every-
day ways that their institutions remind them that these 
schools were not built with them in mind. The statues, 

monuments, and named buildings that they are press-
ing their institutions to tear down, relocate, or rename 
are simply a focal irritant of being forced to inhabit an 
educational context in which they rarely see themselves, 
their history, and the intellectual contributions of schol-
ars from their communities represented in the institu-
tion’s cannon.

Administrators’ resistance to tear down, relocate, 
or rename these objects is consistent with an under-
standing of diversity as tolerance for difference on the 
margins, which says to students from historically margin-
alized communities: you may pay to attend our institu-
tions and use our resources, but leave our institutions 
largely unchanged by your presence.

Given higher education’s claim to fostering critical 
thinking, another option is to remake some of these in-
defensible statues and monuments into critical objects. 
Statues and monuments that were once objects of un-
questioned reverence are made critical by putting them 
in direct conversation with new objects that pay homage 
to previously silenced voices.

how hiSToricaLLy marginaLized STudenTS’ 
deSire for radicaL growTh confLicTS wiTh 

diverSiTy iniTiaTiveS BuiLT around ToLerance
Micere Keels
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Campus Counterspaces
Black and Latinx Students’ Search for 
Community at Historically White Universities

Micere Keels

“This is an excellent book that offers a 
significant contribution to the existing 
literature. A sense of the trajectory of 
Latinx and Black students’ transitions 
is a new contribution that is needed in 
the field.”—Rachelle Winkle-Wagner, 
Associate Professor in the Department 
of Educational Leadership and Policy 
Analysis at the University of Wisconsin–
Madison, author of The Unchosen Me

“The authors bring an important, specific 
focus to a number of populations that 
are often left less considered. The book 
is well written and engaging, drawing 
on  data that were clearly gathered with 
great care—the interviews are moving, 
intimate, and reflect a crucial rapport and 
trust.”—Elizabeth Lee, Assistant Professor 
in the Sociology Department at Ohio 
University, author of Class and Campus 
Life

Frustrated with the flood of news articles and opinion pieces 
that were skeptical of minority students’ “imagined” campus 
microaggressions, Micere Keels, a professor of comparative 
human development, set out to provide a detailed account of 
how racial-ethnic identity structures Black and Latinx students’ 
college transition experiences. 

Tracking a cohort of more than five hundred Black and Latinx 
students since they enrolled at five historically white colleges and 
universities in the fall of 2013 Campus Counterspaces finds that 
these students were not asking to be protected from new ideas. 
Instead, they relished exposure to new ideas, wanted to be intel-
lectually challenged, and wanted to grow. However, Keels argues, 
they were asking for access to counterspaces—safe spaces that 
enable radical growth. They wanted counterspaces where they 
could go beyond basic conversations about whether racism and 
discrimination still exist. They wanted time in counterspaces 
with likeminded others where they could simultaneously vali-
date and challenge stereotypical representations of their mar-
ginalized identities and develop new counter narratives of those 
identities. 

In this critique of how universities have responded to the 
challenges these students face, Keels offers a way forward that 
goes beyond making diversity statements to taking diversity 
actions. 

Micere Keels is Associate Professor in Comparative Human 
Development at the University of Chicago. She is also the found-
ing director of the Trauma Responsive Educational Practices 
project.

$19.95 paperback | $9.99 ebook
240 pages, 6 x 9, 1 chart
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The current US-China trade war has caused many 
industries a lot of distress; and automakers have 
been some of the worst hit.  As the US has in-

creased taxes, China has retaliated, and automakers, 
from the Chinese suppliers of parts to the Japanese, 
German and American manufacturers at the top, 
have all been caught in the crossfire. What is intriguing 
though, is that many emerging urban middle class indi-
viduals are used to this feeling of being caught in the 
middle, a position they use to characterize many aspects 
of their lives in contemporary China. That perception is 
what I seek to unveil in my book Driving towards Moder-
nity: The Car and the Lives of the Middle Class in Con-
temporary China.

The intersection between cars and the middle class 
that I write about in the book did not originate as some-
thing by design; instead, it stemmed from research that 
almost took on a life of its own once it got started.

In the summer of 2003, before moving to the United 
States to start graduate school, I signed up for driving 
lessons in China—I had been told that not knowing how 
to drive would make life difficult in America. The mo-
ment I first set foot into that blue pickup truck, strug-
gling to coordinate eyes and limbs, was a far cry from 
the number of years I had spent researching lives around 
cars.

In a trip to Germany in 2004, I became very intrigued 
not only by cars, but also by autobahns, the way peo-
ple drove, and how cars interacted with pedestrians. At 
the same time in China, car sales started to shoot up, 
and the major purchasing force started to shift from 
government, state-owned enterprises, and other gov-
ernment-affiliated organizations, to individuals and their 
families.

In the decade that followed, private car ownership 
gradually became tangible for many ordinary Chinese 
citizens. What we were witnessing was the massive rise 
of a first generation of non-professional drivers. Unlike 
their counterparts in the United States and Europe, 
these car owners did not have a car in the family grow-
ing up, nor had they learned how to drive from their 
parents. What does a car mean to them now, and what 
did it mean to them before? Where did their knowl-
edge about cars come from? How do they associate 
cars and driving with prestige and propriety? How do 
they use cars in their everyday life? And how do they 

handle car-related issues, such as parking and securing 
a license?

When members of my dissertation committee asked 
me whether I would focus on the middle class, I an-
swered with a firm “No.” I claimed that I wanted to study 
how cars shaped the lives of various people, such as car 
owners and mechanics, but deep down, what had made 
me apprehensive was the term “middle class.”

Nowadays, “the Chinese middle class” has almost 
become a cliché in any discussion on China’s consumer 
spending, but back then, in the early to mid-2000s, the 
term had yet to catch on.

China’s history has resulted in the language of class 
and class struggle being inextricably tied to traumatic 
experiences for many people. In addition to the reluc-
tance to use class language, many of those whom we 
label “middle class” remain uncertain about the role they 
play in society, particularly in the face of increasing social 
stratification. “Caught in the middle of a traffic jam” is 
one of the metaphorical ways through which they try to 
make sense of who, and where they are.

I ground such sense of uncertainty and anxiety in the 
material and social interactions with and through cars, 
and the practices that come with cars—buying and sell-
ing cars, driving, getting a license, and finding a parking 
spot. Mechanics continue to be featured in my analysis 
as well. They, together with families, friends, property 
management companies, the police, and other govern-
ment agencies, constitute the social world that revolves 
around the regime of cars.

The intertwining stories of the car regime and the 
middle class are not intended to either promote Chi-
na’s economic achievement, nor to censure the middle 
class for their consumptive desires, especially in face 
of climate change. Instead, they are meant to provide 
an interesting entry point, and an insight into the social 
transformation that has taken place this past two de-
cades in China.

Life is often filled with twists; I received my driver’s 
license in 2003, and I have finished a book on cars, but 
driving has never been a part of my everyday routine. I 
walk, I cycle, and I take public transportation. And yet 
nevertheless, sharing car rides with friends, colleagues 
and research interlocutors have taught me a great deal 
about life, society and politics.

Owning a Car, BeCOming middle 
Class
Jun Zhang
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Driving toward Modernity
Cars and the Lives of the Middle Class in 
Contemporary China

Jun Zhang

"Jun Zhang has written an excellent, lively 
ethnography of car consumption, driving, 
and parking in contemporary China 
that offers a significant contribution for 
understanding the booming car market 
and conflicts over urban space."—Beth 
Notar, Trinity College, and author of 
Displacing Desire

"Driving toward Modernity is a timely 
and fascinating ethnography that is 
well-crafted and highly accessible. Rich in 
detail, it makes a welcome contribution to 
China Studies by shedding new light on 
an important domain—cars."—Li Zhang, 
University of California, Davis, and author 
of Strangers in the City and In Search of 
Paradise

"In this rich ethnography of the emergence 
of the automotive regime in contemporary 
China, Jun Zhang traces masterfully the 
contested evolution of the competing 
interests of state control, consumption 
regimes and freedom. Entangled with 
the destinies of a middle class craving to 
own and use cars, it reveals how the auto 
industry has long been at the centre of 
the state's developmental agenda."—Luigi 
Tomba, The University of Synedy, author 
of The Government Next Door

In Driving toward Modernity, Jun Zhang ethnographically ex-
plores the entanglement between the rise of the automotive 
regime and emergence of the middle class in South China. Fo-
cusing on the Pearl River Delta, one of the nation's wealthiest 
regions, Zhang shows how private cars have shaped everyday 
middle-class sociality, solidarity, and subjectivity, and how the 
automotive regime has helped make the new middle classes of 
the PRC. By carefully analyzing how physical and social mo-
bility intertwines, Driving toward Modernity paints a nuanced 
picture of modern Chinese life, comprising the continuity and 
rupture as well as the structure and agency of China's great 
transformation.

Jun Zhang is Assistant Professor of Asian and International 
Studies at City University of Hong Kong.

$19.95 paperback | $9.99 ebook
240 pages, 6 x 9, 1 chart
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In a comprehensive and theoretically novel analysis, Take Back 
Our Future unveils the causes, processes, and implications of 
the 2014 seventy-nine-day occupation movement in Hong Kong 
known as the Umbrella Movement. The essays presented here 
by a team of experts with deep local knowledge ask: how and 
why had a world financial center known for its free-wheeling 
capitalism transformed into a hotbed of mass defiance and civic 
disobedience?

Take Back Our Future argues that the Umbrella Movement 
was a response to China’s internal colonization strategies—po-
litical disenfranchisement, economic subsumption, and identity 
reengineering—in post-handover Hong Kong. The contributors 
outline how this historic and transformative movement formu-
lated new cultural categories and narratives, fueled the forma-
tion and expansion of civil society organizations and networks 
both for and against the regime, and spurred the regime’s turn 
to repression and structural closure of dissent. Although the 
Umbrella Movement was fraught with internal tensions, Take 
Back Our Future demonstrates that the movement politicized 
a whole generation of people who had no prior experience in 
politics, fashioned new subjects and identities, and awakened 
popular consciousness.

Ching Kwan Lee is Professor of Sociology at the University 
of California-Los Angeles. She is author of The Specter of Global 
China.

Ming Sing is Associate Professor at the Hong Kong University 
of Science and Technology. He is author of Hong Kong’s Tortuous 
Democratization.

ILR PRESS

$26.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
272 pages, 6 x 9, 1 map, 32 color photos, 4 charts

“Take Back Our Future is an exceptionally 
strong and convincing edited volume 
that does an excellent job of situating the 
struggle in the literature on social move-
ments and contributes to the development 
of the theory.”—Jeffrey Wasserstrom, 
University of California, Irvine, coauthor 
of China in the 21st Century

“Take Back Our Future is a wonderful 
collection of essays focused on 2014’s 
Umbrella Movement in Hong Kong. This 
collection will likely become a definitive 
statement on one of the 21st century’s 
most spectacular moments of social 
unrest.”—Eli Friedman, Cornell University, 
author of Insurgency Trap

Take Back Our Future
An Eventful Sociology of the Hong Kong 
Umbrella Movement

edited by Ching Kwan Lee and Ming Sing
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What commenced in Hong Kong as a series of 
rallies against a proposal to permit extradi-
tions to mainland China has developed into 

a most robust challenge to Beijing’s grip on the city. The 
demonstrations have become the Chinese territory’s 
worst political nightmare in years, ensnaring Beijing, 
Washington, local and foreign businesses.

After a summer of unrest in Hong Kong, thousands 
of protesters are still taking to the streets every week. 
It all began in June when millions came out to oppose 
a controversial bill that would have allowed extradition 
from Hong Kong to China. Though Hong Kong’s leader 
has formally shelved the bill after three months of in-
creasingly violent protests, the protests have morphed 
into a campaign for full democracy and an inquiry into 
the alleged police brutality.

History did not happen in a vacuum. Based on a 
number of onsite surveys with interviews of over 3300 
persons of the anti-government protests conducted 
between June 12 and July 14, 59 percent of protesters 
joined the Umbrella Movement in 2014, and that 22 per-
cent of their “first experience in social movement” was 
the Umbrella Movement.

Of no less importance, those who have joined the 
Umbrella Movement, when compared with those who 
have not, have expressed stronger readiness to partic-
ipate in activities promoting universal suffrage, in com-
munity initiatives and encourage others to take action 
about political issues. In the light of the above findings, 
understanding the causes, dynamics and outcomes of 
the Umbrella Movement bears an obvious contempo-
raneous significance.

The POliTiCal imPliCaTiOns Of The 2019 
UmBrella mOvemenT 

Ming Sing
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"Mila Dragojević's book significantly 
contributes to our understanding of local-
level violence, civil war and insurgencies, 
and the wars in Croatia and Bosnia."—V.P. 
Gagnon Jr., Ithaca College, author of the 
prize-winning book The Myth of Ethnic 
War

"Amoral Communities is methodologically 
innovative as it takes the respondents' 
understanding of violence seriously—not 
as a 'test' of preexisting deductive theory, 
but as an actual explanation. It is a 
wonderful contribution to the comparative 
study of ethnic violence."—Jelena Subotić, 
Georgia State University, author of Yellow 
Star, Red Star

In Amoral Communities, Mila Dragojevic examines how condi-
tions conducive to atrocities against civilians are created during 
wartime in some communities. She identifies the exclusion of 
moderates and the production of borders as the main processes. 
In these places, political and ethnic identities become linked and 
targeted violence against civilians becomes both tolerated and 
justified by the respective authorities as a necessary sacrifice for 
a greater political goal.

Dragojevic augments the literature on genocide and civil 
wars by demonstrating how violence can be used as a political 
strategy, and how communities, as well as individuals, remem-
ber episodes of violence against civilians. The communities on 
which she focuses are Croatia in the 1990s and Uganda and 
Guatemala in the 1980s. In each case Dragojevic considers how 
people who have lived peacefully as neighbors for many years 
are suddenly transformed into enemies, yet intracommunal 
violence is not ubiquitous throughout the conflict zone; rather, 
it is specific to particular regions or villages within those zones. 
Reporting on the varying wartime experiences of individuals, 
she adds depth, emotion, and objectivity to the historical and 
socioeconomic conditions that shaped each conflict.

Furthermore, as Amoral Communities describes, the exclu-
sion of moderates and the production of borders limit individu-
als' freedom to express their views, work to prevent the possible 
defection of members of an in-group, and facilitate identification 
of individuals who are purportedly a threat. Even before mass 
killings begin, Dragojevic finds, these and similar changes will 
have transformed particular villages or regions into amoral 
communities, places where the definition of crime changes and 
violence is justified as a form of self-defense by perpetrators.

Mila Dragojevic is Associate Professor of Politics at the Uni-
versity of the South. She is author of The Politics of Social Ties.

$45.00 hardcover | $21.99 ebook
224 pages, 6 x 9

Amoral Communities
Collective Crimes in Time of War

Mila Dragojevic
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On November 13, 2015, three gunmen opened fire in the Bat-
aclan concert hall at 50 Boulevard Voltaire in Paris and subse-
quently held the venue under a three-hour siege. This was the 
largest in a series of coordinated terrorist attacks that eventually 
killed 130 people and injured 500. During the aftermath of these 
attacks, expressions of mourning and trauma marked and in-
variably transformed the urban landscape. Sarah Gensburger, a 
sociologist working on social memory and its localisation, lives 
with her family on the Boulevard Voltaire and has been studying 
the city of Paris as her primary field site for several years. This 
time, memorialisation was taking place on her doorstep. Both 
a diary and an academic work, this book is a chronicle of this 
grassroots memorialisation process and an in-depth analysis of 
the way it has been embedded in the everyday lives of the author, 
neighbours, other Parisians and tourists.

This publication is GPRC-labeled (Guaranteed Peer Review 
Content).

Sarah Gensburger is a senior researcher in social sciences at 
the French National Center for Scientific Research-CNRS and a 
member of the executive committee of the international Memory 
Studies Association.

LEU VEN UNIVERSIT Y PRESS

$39.50 paperback
252 pages, 6 x 9, 157 color photos

"Awkwardly brilliant. This book offers an 
important intervention into what it means 
to create histories of the contemporary."—
French Voices Committee

Memory on My Doorstep
Chronicles of the Bataclan Neighborhood, 
Paris, 2015–2016

Sarah Gensburger
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What can we learn from looking at married partners who live 
apart? In Commuter Spouses, Danielle Lindemann explores 
how couples cope when they live apart to meet the demands of 
their dual professional careers. Based on the personal stories of 
almost one-hundred commuter spouses, Lindemann shows how 
these atypical relationships embody (and sometimes disrupt!) 
gendered constructions of marriage in the United States. These 
narratives of couples who physically separate to maintain their 
professional lives reveal the ways in which traditional dynamics 
within a marriage are highlighted even as they are turned on 
their heads. Commuter Spouses follows the journeys of these 
couples as they adapt to change and shed light on the durability 
of some cultural ideals, all while working to maintain intimacy 
in a non-normative relationship.

Lindemann suggests that everything we know about mar-
riage, and relationships in general, promotes the idea that 
couples are focusing more and more on their individual and 
personal betterment and less on their marriage. Commuter 
spouses, she argues, might be expected to exemplify in an ex-
treme manner that kind of self-prioritization. Yet, as this book 
details, commuter spouses actually maintain a strong commit-
ment to their marriage. These partners illustrate the stickiness 
of traditional marriage ideals while simultaneously subverting 
expectations.

Danielle Lindemann is an Assistant Professor of Sociology 
at Lehigh University. She has a husband and a feisty preschooler. 
Currently, they all live together.

ILR PRESS

$19.95 paperback | $9.99 ebook
198 pages, 6 x 9

“Lindemann skillfully uses commuter mar-
riages as a lens to examine larger social 
forces. Her findings highlight the ways 
that independence and interdependence 
can coexist and reinforce one another, a 
salutary lesson for couples everywhere.”—
Anne-Marie Slaughter, President & CEO, 
New America

“Danielle Lindemann’s Commuter Spouses 
flows beautifully. Lindemann skillfully 
weaves research on commuter marriages 
into compelling stories and shows how 
these unique relationships can help us 
learn about the contours of gender, work, 
and family life.”—Melissa Milkie, University 
of Toronto, coauthor of the award-winning 
Changing Rhythms of American Family Life

“Commuter Spouses is an engaging 
read and gives us the comprehensive 
examination of commuter marriages that 
has been needed for decades.”—Laura 
Stafford, Bowling Green University, author 
of Maintaining Long-Distance and Cross 
Residential Relationships

Commuter Spouses
New Families in a Changing World

Danielle J. Lindemann
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Over the years many transnational labor alliances have succeed-
ed in improving conditions for workers, but many more have 
not. In The New Politics of Transnational Labor, Marissa Brookes 
explains why this dichotomy has occurred. Using the coordina-
tion and context-appropriate (CCAP) theory, she assesses this 
divergence, arguing that the success of transnational alliances 
hinges not only on effective coordination across borders and 
within workers’ local organizations but also on their ability to 
exploit vulnerabilities in global value chains, invoke national 
and international institutions, and mobilize networks of stake-
holders in ways that threaten employers’ core, material interests.

Brookes uses six comparative case studies spanning four in-
dustries, five countries, and fifteen years. From dockside labor 
disputes in Britain and Australia to service sector campaigns in 
the supermarket and private security industries to campaigns 
aimed at luxury hotels in Southeast Asia, Brookes creates her 
new theoretical framework and speaks to debates in internation-
al and comparative political economy on the politics of economic 
globalization, the viability of private governance, and the impact 
of organized labor on economic inequality. From this assess-
ment, Brookes provides a vital update to the international rela-
tions literature on non-state actors and transnational activism 
and shows how we can understand the unique capacities labor 
has as a transnational actor.

Marissa Brookes is Assistant Professor of Political Science 
at the University of California, Riverside.

ILR PRESS

$26.95 paperback | $12.99 ebook
216 pages, 6 x 9

"Insightful and thoroughly researched, 
The New Politics of Transnational Labor 
is a significant step forward for scholars 
trying to understand the challenges of new 
transnational labor alli- ances. It provides 
essential warnings for practitioners as well, 
both in practical elements of the theory as 
well as in the nuanced case studies."—ILR 
Review

“Marissa Brookes’ masterful book sheds 
new light on why some transnational labor 
alliances succeed and others fail. This 
book is riveting and an excellent example 
of how comparative case study research 
can yield new theoretical insights.”—Teri 
L. Caraway, University of Minnesota, and 
coeditor of Working through the Past

“The New Politics of Transnational Labor is 
a clear, elegant, well-designed study that 
tackles important questions of theoretical 
and practical significance in a creative 
manner. It will make a strong impression 
on scholarly and non-specialist audiences 
alike.”—Rudra Sil, University of Pennsyl-
vania, coeditor of The Politics of Labor in a 
Global Age

The New Politics of Transnational 
Labor
Why Some Alliances Succeed

Marissa Brookes
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Radicalisation is a topical and a much-discussed concept in 
current European societies. Its use in policy and societal dis-
courses, such as media coverage and educational contexts, is very 
sensitive. This thought-provoking collection of essays critically 
addresses the topic of radicalisation from different angles, com-
bining discipline-specific insights from the fields of sociology, 
philosophy, history, religious studies, and media studies, with 
new empirical data.

The authors step away from readily available explanations 
and rethink the notion of 'the radical'. Rather than merely focus-
ing on individuals or ideologies, they advocate for a contextual 
perspective that allows to consider the complex interaction be-
tween individuals, groups, and institutions, both at a national 
and international level. Radicalisation: A Marginal Phenome-
non, or a Mirror to Society? provides the reader not only with 
much-needed knowledge of the complex nature of the concept of 
radicalisation, but also offers insights into the various ways rad-
icalisation processes can be triggered, prevented, or addressed.

This publication is GPRC-labeled (Guaranteed Peer Review 
Content).

LEU VEN UNIVERSIT Y PRESS
CEMIS MIGRATION AND INTERCULTURAL STUDIES

$65.00 paperback
250 pages, 6 x 9, 7 graphs

Contributors: Rik Coolsaet (Ghent Universi-
ty), Stiene Ravn (University of Antwerp), Tom 
Sauer (University of Antwerp), Jessika Soors 
(KU Leuven), François Levrau (University 
of Antwerp), Janiv Stamberger (University 
of Antwerp), Ward Nouwen (University of 
Antwerp), Rut Van Caudenberg (University 
of Antwerp), Noel Clycq (University of Ant-
werp), Thomas Frissen (KU Leuven), Kevin 
Smets (Vrije Universiteit Brussel / University 
of Antwerp), Leen d'Haenens (KU Leuven), 
Kristof Verfaillie (Vrije Universiteit Brussel), 
Sofie De Kimpe (Vrije Universiteit Brussel), 
Marc Cools (Vrije Universiteit Brussel), Karel 
Van Nieuwenhuyse (KU Leuven)

Radicalisation
A Marginal Phenomenon or a Mirror to 
Society?

edited by Noel Clycq, Christiane Timmerman, 
Dirk Vanheule, and Rut Van Caudenberg
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The topic of migration has become particularly contentious in 
national and international debates. Media have a discernable 
impact on overall societal attitudes towards this phenomenon. 
Polls show time and again that immigration is one of the most 
important issues occupying people's minds. This book exam-
ines the dynamic interplay between media representations of 
migrants and refugees on the one hand and the governmental 
and societal (re)actions to these on the other. Largely focusing 
on Belgium and Sweden, this collection of interdisciplinary re-
search essays attempts to unravel the determinants of people's 
preferences regarding migration policy, expectations towards 
newcomers, and economic, humanitarian and cultural con-
cerns about immigration's effect on the majority population's 
life. Whilst migrants and refugees remain voiceless and highly 
underrepresented in the legacy media, this volume allows their 
voices to be heard.

Ebook available in Open Access. 

This publication is GPRC-labeled (Guaranteed Peer Reviewed 
Content).

Leen d'Haenens is professor in Communication Science at 
the Institute for Media Studies at the KU Leuven. Her research 
interests include digital media and youth, media, and ethnic 
minorities. Willem Joris is postdoctoral researcher at the Insti-
tute for Media Studies at the KU Leuven, and guest professor 
in Communication Sciences at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel 
(VUB). François Heinderyckx is professor at Université libre de 
Bruxelles (ULB) and Dean of the Faculty of Literature, Trans-
lation and Communication. His research experience is deeply 
rooted in news media across cultures.
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$24.00 paperback 
222 pages, 6 x 9, 2 charts

Contributors: Leen d'Haenens (KU Leuven), 
Willem Joris (KU Leuven), Paul Puschmann 
(KU Leuven/Radboud University Nijmegen), 
Ebba Sundin (Halmstad University), David 
De Coninck (KU Leuven), Rozane De Cock 
(KU Leuven), Valériane Mistiaen (Univer-
sité libre de Bruxelles), Lutgard Lams (KU 
Leuven), Stefan Mertens (KU Leuven), Olivier 
Standaert (UC Louvain), Hanne Vandenber-
ghe (KU Leuven), Koen Matthijs (KU Leuven), 
Kevin Smets (Vrije Universiteit Brussel), Ja-
cinthe Mazzocchetti (UC Louvain), Lorraine 
Gerstmans (UC Louvain), Lien Mostmans 
(Vrije Universiteit Brussel), and François 
Heinderyckx (Université libre de Bruxelles)

Images of Immigrants and 
Refugees
Media Representations, Public Opinion and 
Refugees' Experiences

edited by Leen d'Haenens, Willem Joris, and 
François Heinderyckx
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In Rethinking Diabetes, Emily Mendenhall investigates how 
global and local factors transform how diabetes is perceived, 
experienced, and embodied from place to place. Mendenhall 
argues that the link between sugar and diabetes overshadows 
the ways in which underlying biological processes linking 
hunger, oppression, trauma, unbridled stress, and chronic 
mental distress produce diabetes. The life history narratives 
in the book show how deeply embedded these factors are in 
the ways diabetes is experienced and (re)produced among poor 
communities around the world.

Rethinking Diabetes focuses on the stories of women living 
with diabetes near or below the poverty line in urban settings in 
the United States, India, South Africa, and Kenya. Mendenhall 
shows how women's experiences of living with diabetes cannot 
be dissociated from their social responsibilities of caregiving, 
demanding family roles, expectations, and gendered experiences 
of violence that often displace their ability to care for themselves 
first. These case studies reveal the ways in which a global story of 
diabetes overlooks the unique social, political, and cultural fac-
tors that produce syndemic diabetes differently across contexts.

From the case studies, Rethinking Diabetes clearly provides 
some important parallels for scholars to consider: significant 
social and economic inequalities, health systems that are a mix 
of public and private (with substandard provisions for low-in-
come patients), and rising diabetes incidence and prevalence. 
At the same time, Mendenhall asks us to unpack how social, 
cultural, and epidemiological factors shape people's experiences 
and why we need to take these differences seriously when we 
think about what drives diabetes and how it affects the lives of 
the poor.

Emily Mendenhall is Provost's Distinguished Associate 
Professor of Global Health at the Edmund A. Walsh School of 
Foreign Service at Georgetown University.

$28.95 paperback | $13.99 ebook
240 pages, 6 x 9, 4 b&w halftones, 5 charts

"Emily Mendenhall's rich case studies—in-
troducing each chapter in Rethinking 
Diabetes—offer forceful illustrations of the 
interplay of social and biological worlds."—
Lenore Manderson, The University of 
the Witwatersrand, and author of Surface 
Tensions

"Emily Mendenhall critically explores 
how global health is confronting the 
rising prevalence of diabetes in the face 
of poverty, crippled health care systems, 
and HIV/AIDS. Her approach transcends 
epidemiological associations and paves 
the way for consideration of similar 
entanglements of disease, poverty, and 
local experience."—Janet McGrath, Case 
Western Reserve University

"Emily Mendenhall's insightful and 
innovative analysis of the growing global 
pandemic of diabetes using syndemic 
theory is an important contribution to 
medical anthropology and global health. 
The comparative cross-cultural case 
studies are persuasive and powerful."—
Peter J. Brown, Emory University, and 
author of Foundations of Global Health

Rethinking Diabetes
Entanglements with Trauma, Poverty, and HIV

Emily Mendenhall

foreword by Mark Nichter
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Adelle Blackett tells the story behind the International Labour 
Organization’s (ILO) Decent Work for Domestic Workers Con-
vention No. 189, and its accompanying Recommendation No. 
201 which in 2011 created the first comprehensive international 
standards to extend fundamental protections and rights to the 
millions of domestic workers laboring in other peoples’ homes 
throughout the world. As the principal legal architect, Blackett is 
able to take us behind the scenes to show us how Convention No. 
189 transgresses the everyday law of the household workplace 
to embrace domestic workers’ human rights claim to be both 
workers like any other, and workers like no other. In doing so, 
she discusses the importance of understanding historical forms 
of invisibility, recognizes the influence of the domestic workers 
themselves, and weaves in poignant experiences, infusing the 
discussion of laws and standards with intimate examples and 
sophisticated analyses. Looking to the future, she ponders how 
international institutions such as the ILO will address labor 
market informality alongside national and regional law reform. 
Regardless of what comes next, Everyday Transgressions establish-
es that domestic workers’ victory is a victory for the ILO and for 
all those who struggle for an inclusive, transnational vision of 
labor law, rooted in social justice.

Adelle Blackett is Professor of Law and Canada Research 
Chair in Transnational Labour Law and Development at McGill 
University.

ILR PRESS

$23.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook
306 pages, 6 x 9

"The book's breadth and grounding in 
labor law make it most accessible and 
useful to a professional audience, but 
even nonspecialists and lay readers will 
appreciate Blackett's insights about 
law and domestic work and provocative 
issues such as social stratification and 
immigration."—Choice

“Everyday Transgressions is sophisticated 
and multi-faceted. The topic is profoundly 
felt as well as carefully argued.”—Eileen 
Boris, University of California, Santa 
Barbara, coauthor of award-winning 
Caring for America

“Adelle Blackett weaves an inspiring 
account of the International Domestic 
Workers Federation and their struggle 
to transform domestic service and fight 
for social justice. This is a must read for 
students of international labor movements, 
activists organizing precarious workers, 
and readers committed to social 
justice.”—Mary Romero, author of the 
award-winning The Maid’s Daughter

Everyday Transgressions
Domestic Workers’ Transnational Challenge to 
International Labor Law

Adelle Blackett
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In June 2019, I attended the annual International La-
bour Conference (ILC) convened by the Internation-
al Labour Organization (ILO) in Geneva, Switzerland. 

This year was particularly special, as it marked the 100th 
anniversary of the ILO. Through the establishment 
of international labor standards, the ILO has played a 
key—and often overlooked—role around the world to 
advance social justice and decent work for all.

From 2008–2011, I had the privilege of working for 
the ILO as an expert on international standard setting 
on decent work for domestic workers. Accordingly, I at-
tended this year’s conference with a sense of pride as 
I looked back at the ILO’s accomplishments in its first 
century. I have also followed with a sense of urgency in 
this troubled global moment, knowing the intensity of 
the challenges that face those who consider the link af-
firmed in 1919 between social justice and world peace as 
critical for the ILO’s next century.

In April 2019, Cornell University Press released 
my book Everyday Transgressions: Domestic Workers’ 
Transnational Challenge to International Labor Law. In it, 
I recount the story behind the ILO’s Decent Work for 
Domestic Workers’ Convention No. 189, and its accom-
panying Recommendation No. 201, which created the 
first comprehensive international standards to extend 
protections and rights to domestic workers laboring in 
homes around the world. This is of course a major ac-
complishment, worthy of celebration, particularly during 
the ILO’s centenary. However, my book makes clear that 
this accomplishment is rooted in something much larger 
than the ILO. Emanating long before the creation of the 
ILO, my book tells the story of the agency and resis-
tance of domestic workers throughout the world. These 
workers continue to dismantle a global legacy of sub-
ordination and servitude that operates in racialized and 
gendered ways on women’s bodies.

At the centenary ILC, I share and celebrate the 
numerous triumphs of domestic workers highlighted 
in my book, from resistance to live in work to active 
involvement at the ILO to make Convention No. 189 
and Recommendation No. 201 a reality. Many are in 
Geneva again, militating for new international labour 
standards on violence at work.  I celebrate the agency of 
domestic workers who have transgressed and reshaped 
the often invisible and deeply unjust law of the house-
hold workplace, intent on implementing more equitable 

conditions. Despite being one of the most marginalized 
groups, domestic workers have engaged in widespread 
transnational social movements to transform their world 
of work and implement the labour standards they rightly 
deserve. This merits celebration.

Despite these numerous achievements, there remains 
much to be done as we embark into the ILO’s next cen-
tury. At the ILC I echo the calls to action highlighted 
in my book. Everyday Transgressions calls on actors to 
think transnationally about regulating decent work for 
domestic workers. This requires rethinking temporary 
migration programs, dismantling structural inequities 
that lead historically marginalized groups to predom-
inate in domestic work, and reinvigorating the ILO to 
enable concerned actors to address these themes.

Regulating domestic work also has critical insights for 
the field of labor law more generally.  I recently conclud-
ed a live, webcast course on the Transnational Futures 
of International Labour Law with the following words: 
“We are in a moment where we have to unsettle, pro-
foundly unsettle, some of the starting understandings 
of our field, and some of the starting asymmetries that 
may have given us a sense of solidarity in the past but 
so deeply exclude the working people of the world. We 
need to unsettle, some would say decolonize, before we 
can begin to imagine how a second centenary for social 
justice toward peace can be a reality.”

While the ILO’s second century will not be easy, do-
mestic workers’ social movements offer important les-
sons on how to build transnational solidarities and mar-
shal international labor law to rebuild and extend social 
justice to all workers

a Time of ceLeBraTion and renewed 
engagemenT

Adelle Blackett
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What if the job of police was to cultivate the political will of a 
community to live with itself (rather than enforce law, keep order, 
or fight crime)? In Sentiment, Reason, and Law, Jeffrey T. Martin 
describes a world where that is the case.

The Republic of China on Taiwan spent nearly four decades 
as a single-party state under dictatorial rule (1949–1987) before 
transitioning to liberal democracy. Here, Martin describes the 
social life of a neighborhood police station during the first rota-
tion in executive power following the democratic transition. He 
shows an apparent paradox of how a strong democratic order was 
built on a foundation of weak police powers, and demonstrates 
how that was made possible by the continuity of an illiberal idea 
of policing. His conclusion from this paradox is that the purpose 
of the police was to cultivate the political will of the community 
rather than enforce laws and keep order.

As Sentiment, Reason, and Law shows, the police force in 
Taiwan exists as an "anthropological fact," bringing an order of 
reality that is always, simultaneously and inseparably, meaning-
ful and material. Martin unveils the power of this fact, demon-
strating how the politics of sentiment that took shape under 
autocratic rule continued to operate in everyday policing in the 
early phase of the democratic transformation, even as a more 
democratic mode of public reason and the ultimate power of 
legal right were becoming more significant.

Jeffrey T. Martin is Assistant Professor of Anthropology and 
of East Asian Languages and Cultures at the University of Illi-
nois at Urbana-Champaign. Follow him on Twitter @jematica.

$24.95 paperback | $11.99 ebook
186 pages, 6 x 9

"Through an ethnography of policing in a 
recently democratized state, Sentiment, 
Reason, and Law offers a deep, nuanced, 
and exhaustively researched analysis of 
policing as a fraught but integral aspect 
of any democracy. This book is intricate, 
grounded, and engaging."—Anya 
Bernstein, University at Buffalo School 
of Law

"Against the classical idea that the 
police are an apolitical law enforcement 
institution entitled to the legitimate use of 
force, Jeffrey Martin shows, through his 
lively ethnography of a Taiwanese precinct, 
that, deeply rooted in their illiberal 
national past, the police resort to affective 
solidarities and mediated compromises 
much more than to legal instruments and 
violent actions. His book thus provides 
a fascinating addition to contemporary 
theories of policing."—Didier Fassin, 
Institute for Advanced Study, author of 
Enforcing Order

Sentiment, Reason, and Law
Policing in the Republic of China on Taiwan

Jeffrey T. Martin



47  C O R N E L L P R E S S . C O R N E L L . E D U

Our ebooks are available
from wherever you like to

get your ebooks,
including direct from our website. 

They're also just 50% of the lowest 
print price. 

So, read on!



48 C H A N G I N G  T H E  F I E L D  O F  S O C I O L O G Y  O N E  B O O K  A T  A  T I M E

$27.95 hardcover | $13.99 ebook
248 pages, 6 x 9, 5 b&w halftones, 3 charts, 13 plates

"Drawing on a wide body of case 
studies, the authors examine the many 
ways child soldiers are drawn into their 
roles—which, in the end, usually turn out 
to be as cannon fodder. . . . Of interest to 
military planners as well as workers in the 
humanitarian aid/NGO sphere."—Kirkus 
Reviews

"The lack of universally generalizable pol-
icy recommendations may be off-putting 
for those looking for easy solutions, but 
if describing the phenomenon is the first 
step to understanding it, then this work is 
essential reading."—Choice

"Small Arms is an important, timely, and 
interdisciplinary work that offers new 
insight into the issue of children in 
conflict."—H-Net H-War

Small Arms
Children and Terrorism

Mia Bloom

with John Horgan

Why do terrorist organizations use children to support their 
cause and carry out their activities? Small Arms uncovers the 
brutal truth behind the mobilization of children by terrorist 
groups. 

Mia Bloom and John Horgan show us the grim underbelly 
of society that allows and even encourages the use of children 
to conduct terrorist activities. They provide readers with the 
who, what, when, why, and how of this increasingly concerning 
situation, illuminating a phenomenon that to most of us seems 
abhorrent. And yet, they argue, for terrorist groups the use of 
children carries many benefits. Children possess skills that 
adults lack. They often bring innovation and creativity. Children 
are, in fact, a superb demographic from which to recruit if you 
are a terrorist.

Small Arms answers questions about recruitment strategies 
and tactics, determines what makes a child terrorist and what 
makes him or her different from an adult one, and charts the 
ways in which organizations use them. The unconventional 
focus on child and youth militants allows the authors to, in 
essence, give us a biography of the child terrorist and the orga-
nizations that use them. We are taken inside the mind of the 
adult and the child to witness that which perhaps most scares us.

Mia Bloom is Professor of Communication at Georgia State 
University. She is author of several books, including, most re-
cently, Bombshell. 

John G. Horgan is Distinguished University Professor in the 
Global Studies Institute at Georgia State University. He is author 
of numerous books, including, most recently, The Psychology 
of Terrorism.
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$29.95 paperback | $14.99 ebook
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"The Racial Politics of Division makes an 
important contribution to social identity 
research related to race, ethnicity, and 
immigration."—Choice

"Monika Gosin is ahead of the curve in 
delving into one of the most critical and 
popular fields in humanities—the ethnic 
and racial relations between non-white 
groups. This book looks to the future 
as much as it sociologically analyzes 
the past."—Ibram Kendi, National Book 
Award-winning author of Stamped from 
the Beginning

"The Racial Politics of Division is a 
crucial addition to the growing body of 
scholarship on Miami. Gosin's analysis 
of interethnic relations moves beyond 
the black/white binary to provide an 
insightful and multi-layered account of the 
city's complex racial landscape."—Albert 
Sergio Laguna, Yale University, author 
of Diversión

The Racial Politics of Division
Interethnic Struggles for Legitimacy in 
Multicultural Miami

Monika Gosin

The Racial Politics of Division deconstructs antagonistic dis-
courses that circulated in local Miami media between African 
Americans, "white" Cubans, and "black" Cubans during the 
1980 Mariel Boatlift and the 1994 Balsero Crisis. Monika Gosin 
challenges exclusionary arguments pitting these groups against 
one another and depicts instead the nuanced ways in which iden-
tities have been constructed, negotiated, rejected, and reclaimed 
in the context of Miami's historical multiethnic tensions. 

Focusing on ideas of "legitimacy," Gosin argues that 
dominant race-making ideologies of the white establishment 
regarding "worthy citizenship" and national belonging shape 
inter-minority conflict as groups negotiate their precarious posi-
tioning within the nation. Rejecting oversimplified and divisive 
racial politics, The Racial Politics of Division portrays the lived 
experiences of African Americans, white Cubans, and Afro-Cu-
bans as disrupters in the binary frames of worth-citizenship 
narratives. 

Foregrounding the oft-neglected voices of Afro-Cubans, 
Gosin posits new narratives regarding racial positioning and no-
tions of solidarity in Miami. By looking back to interethnic con-
flict that foreshadowed current demographic and social trends, 
she provides us with lessons for current debates surrounding 
immigration, interethnic relations, and national belonging. 
Gosin also shows us that despite these new demographic reali-
ties, white racial power continues to reproduce itself by requiring 
complicity of racialized groups in exchange for a tenuous claim 
on US citizenship.

Monika Gosin is Assistant Professor of Sociology at the Col-
lege of William and Mary.
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Mercenaries and Missionaries examines the relationship between 
rapidly diffusing forms of capitalism and Christianity in the 
Global South. Using more than two hundred interviews in 
Bangalore and Dubai, Brandon Vaidyanathan explains how 
and why global corporate professionals straddle conflicting 
moral orientations in the realms of work and religion. Seeking 
to place the spotlight on the role of religion in debates about the 
cultural consequences of capitalism, Vaidyanathan finds that 
an "apprehensive individualism" generated in global corporate 
workplaces is supported and sustained by a "therapeutic indi-
vidualism" cultivated in evangelical-charismatic Catholicism.

Mercenaries and Missionaries uncovers a symbiotic relation-
ship between these individualisms and shows how this rela-
tionship unfolds in two global cities—Dubai, in non-democratic 
UAE, which holds what is considered the world's largest Catholic 
parish, and Bangalore, in democratic India, where the Catholic 
Church, though afflicted by ethnic and religious violence, runs 
many of the city's elite educational institutions. Vaidyanathan 
concludes that global corporations and religious communities 
create distinctive cultures, with normative models that power-
fully orient people to those cultures—the Mercenary in cutthroat 
workplaces, and the Missionary in churches. As a result, global 
corporate professionals in rapidly developing cities negotiate 
starkly opposing moral commitments in the realms of work 
and religion, which in turn shapes their civic commitment to 
these cities.

Brandon Vaidyanathan is Associate Professor and Depart-
ment Chair of Sociology at the Catholic University of America.

$29.95 paperback | $14.99 ebook
294 pages, 6 x 9, 8 b&w halftones

"Vaidyanathan's brilliant ethnography 
breaks ground in the study of capitalism in 
the Global South."—Choice

"A fascinating portrait of a certain section 
of the transnational professional class. 
It provides an important and sensitive 
analysis of how such professionals, 
especially those from developing countries, 
struggle to integrate their Christian faith 
with their career ambitions."—Journal of 
the American Academy of Religion

"Mercenaries and Missionaries gives 
an empathetic hearing to the way 
professionals understand their religious 
and professional lives, and balances deep 
knowledge of specific cases with themes 
of bigger import. This book deserves 
our attention."—Allison Youatt Schnable, 
Assistant Professor, School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs, Indiana University, 
Bloomington

Mercenaries and Missionaries
Capitalism and Catholicism in the Global 
South

Brandon Vaidyanathan



B E H I N D  T H E  B O O K

Each era has its own representative characters. These 
characters are recognizable symbolic images, tied to 
specific social contexts and roles. They orient our lives in 

those contexts, shaping our aspirations, behaviors, and concep-
tions of worth and success.

Two new characters have appeared on the global scene.
The Mercenary—The for-profit corporation, in the 1950s, 

was the habitat of the “organization man,” bereft of individu-
ality and loyal to the company. By the 1980s this character was 
replaced by “the manager,” devoid of autonomy, dedicated 
to bureaucratic rationalization and maximizing shareholder 
wealth.

Today’s global corporation is dominated by a new character 
bereft of loyalty altogether: the Mercenary. Not the sort who 
fights and kills for money. This is a new breed of economic mer-
cenary in unabashed pursuit of money and mobility.

“In corporate industries, we’re all mercenaries,” as Ashwin 
(not his real name), a professional I interviewed in India, put it. 
“We work for the money. Honest—honest truth! I don’t work for 
loyalty, right? I’m not loyal to the company. I work for the cash!”

Ashwin’s quote exemplifies the logic of the Mercenary—ap-
prehensive individualism. The company’s not going to be loyal 
to you, so you shouldn’t be loyal to the company. You cannot—
and should not—trust anyone at work, since everyone is out to 
maximize their own mobility. No matter what perks or flexibility 
your company offers you, you still know you’re expendable. 
The Mercenary’s moral imperative is to maximize individual 
career mobility.

The Missionary—The Charismatic/Pentecostal movement 
is the fastest growing form of Christianity around the world, 
particularly in the Global South. It has also taken root within 
established churches like Roman Catholicism. This form of 
religion generates a different representative character: the 
Missionary.

Charismatic Christianity emphasizes not only a personal 
relationship with Jesus but also the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Miraculous healings, speaking in tongues, and prophesies char-
acterize Charismatic groups. While the image of Christ as heal-
er is pervasive in Christianity, what is unique to the Charismatic 
form is the priority given to individual healing. The logic of the 
Missionary is one of therapeutic individualism.

Executives like Ashwin, I was surprised to find, are leaders 
in such prayer groups. By day, they suffered (and sometimes 
perpetuated) gossip, sycophancy, sabotage in their cutthroat 
corporate workplaces. But their evenings and weekends were 
dedicated to their faith communities.

gLoBaL caPiTaLiSm and gLoBaL 
reLigion: a new SymBioSiS

Brandon Vaidyanathan

Here they saw themselves as a new kind of missionary, ded-
icated to preaching the healing power of Jesus—not by prose-
lytizing, but rather by re-evangelizing their fellow believers who 
had not experienced this power in their lives. Indeed, they often 
claimed that their corporate jobs were just a means for them to 
sustain this primary mission. But the healing they most often 
sought was from the wounds inflicted on them in the Merce-
nary workplace.

The key paradox of the book is that the Mercenary and 
the Missionary are the same person. I try to explain why these 
elite professionals sustain starkly opposing commitments in the 
realms of work and religion. The answer, I find, is that the two 
characters are ultimately symbiotic.

While some argue that economic development fosters 
greater existential security and thus religious decline, I find that 
certain forms of capitalism create new existential insecurities 
that strengthen the appeal of religion. There is an elective af-
finity between the apprehensive individualism of the Merce-
nary and the therapeutic individualism of the Missionary.

Mercenaries and Missionaries: Capitalism and Catholicism 
in the Global South is based on twelve months of participant 
observation and more than 200 interviews I conducted in Ban-
galore, India, and Dubai, UAE, and reveals the effects of global 
as well as local forces.

On the one hand, the characters of the Mercenary and the 
Missionary emerge in settings that largely look similar in the 
West—global corporate workplaces and charismatic prayer 
groups. These professionals work in companies like IBM, HP, 
Dell, and so on; they even follow American Charismatic tel-
evangelists like Joel Osteen and Joyce Meyer.

On the other hand, they are embedded in and shaped by 
their local contexts.

Dubai, for instance, houses what is considered the world’s 
largest Catholic parish by membership. Nevertheless, all its 
members are expats, and there are considerable legal restric-
tions on Christianity as a foreign religion. Meanwhile, in Banga-
lore, even though the Church runs numerous elite educational 
and medical institutions and is composed of Indian citizens, it is 
still beset by numerous internal and external political tensions, 
which sometimes turn violent.

The book details how such local factors also contribute to 
the strange symbiosis between the Mercenary and the Mis-
sionary.
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LEU VEN UNIVERSIT Y PRESS
CEMIS MIGRATION AND INTERCULTURAL STUDIES

$79.00 paperback
300 pages, 6 x 9, 20 b&w halftones

Contributors: Marianna Bacci Tamburlini (Universidade 
de Lisboa), Milena Belloni (University of Antwerp), 
Kitti Baracsi (University of Pécs), Kamila Fialkowska 
(University of Warsaw), Hilde Greefs (University of 
Antwerp), Kenneth Hemmerechts (Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel), Alexandra Parrs (University of Antwerp), 
Ferruccio Pastore (Forum Internazionale ed Europeo 
di Ricerche sull'Immigrazione FIERI Torino), Alina 
Poghosyan (Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography 
of the National Academy of Sciences of Armenia), Ilse 
Ruyssen (Ghent University), Sara Salomone (Ghent 
University and UNU-CRIS), Romina Seminario Luna 
(Lausanne University), Christiane Timmerman (Univer-
sity of Antwerp), Lore Van Praag (University of Antwerp), 
Thomas Verbruggen (University of Antwerp), Zeynep 
Zmer Batur (University of Antwerp).

Gender and Migration
A Gender-Sensitive Approach to Migration 
Dynamics

edited by Christiane Timmerman, Maria Lucinda 
Fonseca, Lore Van Praag, and Sónia Pereira

Considering the dynamic and reciprocal relationship between 
gender relations and migration, the contributions in this book 
approach migration dynamics from a gender-sensitive perspec-
tive. Bringing together insights from various fields of study, it is 
demonstrated how processes of social change occur differently 
in distinct life domains, over time, and across countries and/
or regions, influencing the relationship between gender and 
migration. Detailed analysis by regions, countries, and types 
of migration reveals a strong variation regarding levels and fea-
tures of female and male migration. This approach enables us to 
grasp the distinct ways in which gender roles, perceptions, and 
relations, each embedded in a particular cultural, geographical, 
and socioeconomic context, affect migration dynamics. Hence, 
this volume demonstrates that gender matters at each stage of 
the migration process. In its entirety, Gender and Migration 
gives evidence of the unequivocal impact of gender and gendered 
structures, both at a micro and macro level, upon migrant's lives 
and of migration on gender dynamics.

This publication is GPRC-labeled (Guaranteed Peer Review 
Content).
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"The Experts’ War on Poverty is a fascinat-
ing book. Romain Huret offers a refreshing 
perspective on a time when the U.S. and 
its economists cared a lot about poverty 
and inequality. This is a great combination 
of political, economic, and intellectual 
history."—Thomas Piketty, author of 
Capital in the Twenty-First Century

"The Experts' War on Poverty details the be-
hind-the-scenes federal bureaucrats who, 
before poverty was “rediscovered,” were 
committed to making social policy a tool 
for equitable income distribution. Romain 
Huret offers a compelling take on the 
politics of drawing attention to inequality 
in the proverbial age of affluence."—Alice 
O'Connor, University of California, Santa 
Barbara, and author of Social Science for 
What?

"This unique book looks at experts who 
used empirical methods to measure the 
extent of poverty in America during the 
fifties and early sixties. This carefully 
researched book adds a great deal to our 
understanding of the war on poverty and 
should command the attention of policy 
historians on both sides of the Atlantic."—
Edward Berkowitz, George Washington 
University, and coauthor of The Other 
Welfare

The Experts' War on Poverty
Social Research and the Welfare Agenda in 
Postwar America

Romain D. Huret

translated by John Angell

In the critically acclaimed La Fin de la Pauverté?, Romain D. 
Huret identifies a network of experts who were dedicated to the 
post-World War II battle against poverty in the United States. 
John Angell's translation of Huret's work brings to light for 
an English-speaking audience this critical set of intellectuals 
working in federal government, academic institutions, and think 
tanks. Their efforts to create a policy bureaucracy to support 
federal socio-economic action spanned from the last days of 
the New Deal to the late 1960s when President Richard M. 
Nixon implemented the Family Assistance Plan. Often toiling 
in obscurity, this cadre of experts waged their own war not only 
on poverty but on the American political establishment. Their 
policy recommendations, as Huret clearly shows, often militated 
against the unscientific prejudices and electoral calculations that 
ruled Washington D.C. politics.

The Experts' War on Poverty highlights the metrics, research, 
and economic and social facts these social scientists employed in 
their work, and thereby reveals the unstable institutional foun-
dation of successive executive efforts to grapple with gross social 
and economic disparities in the United States. Huret argues 
that this internal war, coming at a time of great disruption due 
to the Cold War, undermined and fractured the institutional 
system officially directed at ending poverty. The official War 
on Poverty, which arguably reached its peak under President 
Lyndon B. Johnson, was thus fomented and maintained by a 
group of experts determined to fight poverty in radical ways 
that outstripped both the operational capacity of the federal 
government and the political will of a succession of presidents.

Romain D. Huret is Professor at the School of Advanced Stud-
ies in the Social Sciences (France) and director of the Center 
for North American Studies. He is the author, most recently, 
of American Tax Resisters. 
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"Waste is an original, brilliantly conceived 
analysis of the protean forms and 
formations of waste in Japan—from the 
aftermath of WWII to today. Ranging 
across a multiplicity of genres, Eiko 
Maruko Siniawer insightfully demon-
strates how waste’s many meanings 
constituted a potent signifier for the 
society’s ambivalence about scarcity and 
prosperity, frugality and affluence, wealth 
and well-being."—William W. Kelly, Yale 
University, and author of The Sportsworld 
of the Hanshin Tigers

"Siniawer’s Waste explores the cultural and 
social meanings of waste in post-WWII 
Japanese society. This is a ground-break-
ing social history of the essential but 
often overlooked aspects of modern 
middle-class living."—Yoshikuni Igarashi, 
Vanderbilt University, and author of 
Homecomings

Waste
Consuming Postwar Japan

Eiko Maruko Siniawer

In Waste, Eiko Maruko Siniawer innovatively explores the many 
ways in which the Japanese have thought about waste—in terms 
of time, stuff, money, possessions, and resources—from the 
immediate aftermath of World War II to the present. She shows 
how questions about waste were deeply embedded in the deci-
sions of everyday life, reflecting the priorities and aspirations 
of the historical moment, and revealing people’s ever-changing 
concerns and hopes.

Over the course of the long postwar, Japanese society under-
stood waste variously as backward and retrogressive, an imped-
iment to progress, a pervasive outgrowth of mass consumption, 
incontrovertible proof of societal excess, the embodiment of 
resources squandered, and a hazard to the environment. Sini-
awer also shows how an encouragement of waste consciousness 
served as a civilizing and modernizing imperative, a moral good, 
an instrument for advancement, a path to self-satisfaction, an 
environmental commitment, an expression of identity, and more. 
From the late 1950s onward, a defining element of Japan’s post-
war experience emerged: the tension between the desire for the 
privileges of middle-class lifestyles made possible by affluence 
and dissatisfaction with the logics, costs, and consequences of 
that very prosperity. This tension complicated the persistent 
search for what might be called well-being, a good life, or a life 
well lived. Waste is an elegant history of how people lived—how 
they made sense of, gave meaning to, and found value in the 
acts of the everyday.

Eiko Maruko Siniawer is Professor of History at Williams 
College. She is the author of Ruffians, Yakuza, Nationalists.
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"Ornston shows how we can recognize this 
mechanism by a wider pattern of logical 
entailments, negative as well as positive. 
The book is carefully designed to reveal 
that pattern and painstakingly researched 
to bring it to life."—Governance

"Darius Ornston has built on years of 
comparative political economic studies to 
provide an ambitious if demanding critical 
study of the region. . . [he] has made 
an important empirical and theoretical 
contribution."—EuropeNow

"In this well-written and ambitious book, 
Darius Ornston situates the experience of 
economic governance in the Nordic coun-
tries, and argues persuasively that these 
small states have, on several occasions, 
engaged in radical restructuring of their 
economies. Ornston’s corrections of the 
conventional wisdom are important."—Jo-
nas Pontusson, University of Geneva

Good Governance Gone Bad
How Nordic Adaptability Leads to Excess

Darius Ornston

If we believe that the small, open economies of Nordic Europe 
are paragons of good governance, why are they so prone to eco-
nomic crisis? In Good Governance Gone Bad, Darius Ornston 
provides evidence that adapting flexibly to rapid, technological 
change and shifting patterns of economic competition may be 
a great virtue, but it does not prevent countries from making 
strikingly poor policy choices and suffering devastating results. 
Home to three of the “big five” financial crises in the twentieth 
century, Nordic Europe in the new millennium has witnessed 
a housing bubble in Denmark, the collapse of the Finnish ICT 
industry, and the Icelandic financial crisis.

Ornston argues that the reason for these two seemingly con-
tradictory phenomena is one and the same. The dense, cohesive 
relationships that enable these countries to respond to crisis 
with radical reform render them vulnerable to policy overshoot-
ing and overinvestment. Good Governance Gone Bad tests this 
argument by examining the rise and decline of heavy industry in 
postwar Sweden, the emergence and disruption of the Finnish 
ICT industry, and Iceland’s impressive but short-lived reign as 
a financial powerhouse as well as ten similar and contrasting 
cases across Europe and North America. Ornston demonstrates 
how small and large states alike can learn from the Nordic ex-
perience, providing a valuable corrective to uncritical praise for 
the “Nordic model.”

Darius Ornston is Assistant Professor in the Munk School of 
Global Affairs at the University of Toronto, where he special-
izes in comparative political economy and innovation policy. 
He is the author of When Small States Make Big Leaps, and his 
work has also been published by Comparative Political Studies, 
Comparative Politics, Governance, Review of Policy Research, So-
cio-Economic Review, West European Politics, the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development, the OECD, and the World 
Bank.
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"This volume details the ways in which 
migrants from El Salvador, Honduras and 
Guatemala both plan their journeys and 
improvise as they make their way to the 
United States via Mexico. Their activities 
have served to alter the 'social landscape' 
of Mexico, says Brigden, and even call into 
question the viability of the nation-state."—
Survival: Global politics and strategy

"The Migrant Passage is an excellent 
ethnographic work, sure to be a major con-
tribution to the literature on international 
migration. Noelle Brigden vividly details 
the lived experiences of migrants with 
nuanced, non-sensationalist accounts."—
David Spener, Professor of Sociology 
& Anthropology, Trinity University, and 
author of Clandestine Crossings

"Noelle Brigden has produced the sort 
of book I have long thought should be 
written—an insightful account of the ways 
migrants navigate their identities as they 
travel to the United States. Brigden fills 
in unknown spaces, spaces of uncertainty, 
oases of previously untapped informa-
tion."—Susan Bibler Coutin, Professor of 
Anthropology, University of California, 
Irvine, and author of Nations of Emigrants

At the crossroads between international relations and an-
thropology, The Migrant Passage analyzes how people from 
El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala navigate the danger-
ous and uncertain clandestine journey across Mexico to the 
United States. However much advance planning they do, they 
survive the journey through improvisation. Central American 
migrants improvise upon social roles and physical objects, le-
veraging them for new purposes along the way. Over time, the 
accumulation of individual journeys has cut a path across the 
socioeconomic and political landscape of Mexico, generating a 
social and material infrastructure that guides future passages 
and complicates borders.

Tracing the survival strategies of migrants during the jour-
ney to the North, The Migrant Passage shows how their mobility 
reshapes the social landscape of Mexico, and the book explores 
the implications for the future of sovereignty and the na-
tion-state. To trace the continuous renewal of the transit corridor, 
Noelle Brigden draws upon over two years of in-depth, multi-sit-
ed ethnographic fieldwork along human smuggling routes from 
Central America across Mexico and into the United States. In so 
doing, she shows the value of disciplinary and methodological 
border crossing between international relations and anthropol-
ogy, to understand the relationships between human security, 
international borders, and clandestine transnationalism.

Noelle Brigden is an Assistant Professor of Political Science 
at Marquette University.

The Migrant Passage
Clandestine Journeys from Central America

Noelle Kateri Brigden 

WINNER OF THE YALE H. FERGUSON BOOK AWARD 
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"Roeder confronts the myth of military 
victory for national-secessionist 
movements."—Choice

"National Secession is a unique book. It 
provides a novel theoretical approach 
for understanding nationalist campaigns. 
Rooted in the work of Vladimir Lenin, 
it provides a theoretically informed 
action plan with clear suggestions for the 
coordination of a sustained nationalist 
campaign. Anyone interested in national-
ism, conflict, or the political processes that 
leads to these phenomena will enjoy this 
book."—H-Net

"In National Secession, Philip G. Roeder has 
produced a novel argument, backed with 
a comprehensive set of evidence. Roeder’s 
central argument serves as an important 
corrective to the general tendency 
to over-focus on structural factors in 
analyzing popular mobilization, and his 
theoretical contribution greatly advances 
our understanding of how campaigns for 
independence develop and are sustained. 
As a result, National Secession will appeal 
to scholars in all branches of the social 
sciences."—Dmitry Gorenburg, Senior 
Research Scientist and author of National-
ism for the Masses

National Secession
Persuasion and Violence in Independence 
Campaigns

Philip G. Roeder

How do some national-secessionist campaigns get on the 
global agenda whereas others do not? Which projects for new 
nation-states, Philip Roeder asks, give rise to mayhem in the 
politics of existing states? National secession has been explained 
by reference to identities, grievances, greed, and opportunities. 
With the strategic constraints most national-secession cam-
paigns face, the author argues, the essential element is the 
campaign's ability to coordinate expectations within a popu-
lation on a common goal—so that independence looks like the 
only viable option.

Roeder shows how in most well-known national-secession 
campaigns, this strategy of programmatic coordination has led 
breakaway leaders to assume the critical task of propagating 
an authentic and realistic nation-state project. Such campaigns 
are most likely to draw attention in the capitals of the great 
powers that control admission to the international community, 
to bring the campaigns' disputes with their central governments 
to deadlock, and to engage in protracted, intense struggles to 
convince the international community that independence is the 
only viable option.

In National Secession, Roeder focuses on the goals of na-
tional-secession campaigns as a key determinant of strategy, 
operational objectives, and tactics. He shifts the focus in the 
study of secessionist civil wars from tactics (such as violence) 
to the larger substantive disputes within which these tactics 
are chosen, and he analyzes the consequences of programmatic 
coordination for getting on the global agenda. All of which, he 
argues, can give rise to intractable disputes and violent conflicts.

Philip Roeder is Professor of Political Science at the Uni-
versity of California, San Diego. Roeder has published books 
on Kremlin politics and the failure of the Soviet state, the in-
complete post-Soviet transitions to democracy, and national-se-
cession disputes and conflicts around the world. His articles 
have appeared in such journals as the American Political Science 
Review, World Politics, and International Studies Quarterly.
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"The intertwined fields of climate change 
and education are both expertly addressed 
in this timely, well-organized book. This 
resource offers rich insights to both formal 
and informal environmental educators and 
to students studying climate change in the 
advanced secondary and higher education 
contexts."—Choice

"Communicating Climate Change provides 
a coherent explanation of effective 
climate change communication for 
practitioners. The vignettes offer excellent 
examples of environmental educators 
using these strategies to develop more 
helpful programs, share information about 
climate science, and empower people to 
adopt strategies to mitigate and adapt to 
change."—Martha Monroe, Professor and 
Extension Specialist, University of Florida

"Communicating Climate Change explores 
the critical role education plays in ad-
dressing threats posed by climate change 
and the importance of understanding 
audience values, needs,  knowledge, and 
identities. Educators will find a wealth of 
ideas, including two essential insights: 
information is not enough to catalyze 
action and people need hope!"—Judy 
Braus, Editor of NatureScope

Environmental educators face a formidable challenge when they 
approach climate change due to the complexity of the science 
and of the political and cultural contexts in which people live. 
There is a clear consensus among climate scientists that climate 
change is already occurring as a result of human activities, but 
high levels of climate change awareness and growing levels of 
concern have not translated into meaningful action. Communi-
cating Climate Change provides environmental educators with 
an understanding of how their audiences engage with climate 
change information as well as with concrete, empirically tested 
communication tools they can use to enhance their climate 
change program.

Armstrong, Krasny, and Schuldt synthesize research from 
environmental psychology and climate change communication, 
weaving in examples of environmental education applications 
throughout this practical book. Each chapter covers a separate 
topic, from how environmental psychology explains the complex 
ways in which people interact with climate change information 
to communication strategies with a focus on framing, meta-
phors, and messengers. This broad set of topics will aid educa-
tors in formulating program language for their classrooms at 
all levels. Armstrong et al, ably demonstrate that environmental 
education is an important player in fostering positive climate 
change dialogue and subsequent climate change action.

Thanks to generous funding from Cornell University, the ebook 
editions of this book are available as Open Access from Cornell 
Open (cornellopen.org) and other Open Access repositories.

Anne K. Armstrong is a PhD Student in the Department of 
Natural Resources at Cornell University. Marianne E. Krasny 
is Professor in the Department of Natural Resources at Cornell 
University. Jonathon P. Schuldt is Associate Professor in 
the Department of Communication at Cornell University.

Communicating Climate Change
A Guide for Educators

Anne K. Armstrong, Marianne E. Krasny, and 
Jonathon P. Schuldt 
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"Wyrtzen ambitiously attempts to bring 
together several topics of interest that 
are often addressed separately, such 
as the legacy of colonialism on Berber 
communities, conflict in the Rif Mountains, 
struggles in defining an Arab-Islamic 
identity and what that means for 
Moroccan Jews, and the role of women 
and monarchy in post-protectorate 
statehood."—H-Net Reviews

"Wyrtzen has written a book that examines 
colonialism through a slightly modified 
prism, but one that will appeal widely to 
scholars of colonialism and former colonial 
states."—Journal of Modern History

"Making Morocco injects a needed 
sociological precision into the comparative 
study of empires and nationalism."—Amer-
ican Journal of Sociology

"An erudite and eloquent contribution to 
both the historiography of colonial Moroc-
co and to scholarship that examines and 
theorizes, from a relational perspective, 
processes of statemaking and collective 
identification."—Studies in Ethnicity and 
Nationalism

Making Morocco
Colonial Intervention and the Politics of 
Identity

Jonathan Wyrtzen

Jonathan Wyrtzen's Making Morocco is an extraordinary work 
of social science history. The historical coverage is remarkably 
thorough and sweeping; the author exhibits incredible scope in 
his research and mastery of an immensely rich set of materials 
from poetry to diplomatic messages in a variety of languages 
across a century of history. The monograph engages with the 
most important theorists of nationalism, colonialism, and 
state formation, and uses Pierre Bourdieu’s field theory as a 
framework to orient and organize the socio-historical problems 
of the case and to make sense of the different types of problems 
various actors faced as they moved forward. His analysis makes 
constant reference to core categories of political sociology state, 
nation, political field, religious and political authority, identity 
and social boundaries, classification struggles, etc., and he does 
so in exceptionally clear and engaging prose. Rather than side-
lining what might appear to be more tangential themes in the 
politics of identity formation in Morocco, Wyrtzen examines 
deeply not only French colonialism but also the Spanish zone, 
and he makes central to his analysis the Jewish question and the 
role of gender. These areas of analysis allow Wyrtzen to examine 
his outcome of interest—which is really a historical process of 
interest—from every conceivable analytical and empirical angle. 
The end-product is an absolutely exemplary study of colonialism, 
identity formation, and the classification struggles that accom-
pany them. This is not a work of high-brow social theory, but 
a classic work of history, deeply influenced but not excessively 
burdened by social-theoretical baggage.

Jonathan Wyrtzen is Assistant Professor of Sociology and 
History at Yale University.

 WINNER OF THE PRESIDENT'S BOOK AWARD, SOCIAL SCIENCE HISTORY 
ASSOCIATION
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Contributors: Didier Boost (University of Antwerp), 
Noel Clycq (University of Antwerp), David De Coninck 
(KU Leuven), Godfried Engbersen (Erasmus University 
Rotterdam), Steven Groenez (KU Leuven), Kenneth 
Hemmerechts (Vrije Universiteit Brussel), Dries Lens 
(University of Antwerp), François Levrau (University 
of Antwerp), Ive Marx (University of Antwerp), Joris 
Michielsen (University of Antwerp), Ward Nouwen 
(University of Antwerp), Edith Piqueray (University 
of Antwerp), Christiane Timmerman (University of 
Antwerp), Falke Tibax (University of Antwerp), Rut 
Van Caudenberg (University of Antwerp/Universitat 
Autònoma de Barcelona), Anneloes Vandenbroucke 
(KU Leuven), Sanne Van de Pol (University of Antwerp), 
Dirk Vanheule (University of Antwerp), Gert Verschrae-
gen (University of Antwerp), Sunčica Vujić (University 
of Antwerp)

Across the world, and due to ongoing globalization, migration 
is increasingly becoming a part of daily life. But more than ever, 
migration can no longer be viewed as a simple linear trajectory 
from A to B. The emergence of transnational communities and 
intense interactions between regions of origin and of destina-
tion have led to new forms of social–cultural praxis and (sub)
cultures which exert an important influence on the integration 
of immigrants. The case of Flanders, the northern part of Bel-
gium and at the centre of EU policymaking, is presented as a 
case study in this book. Migration and Integration in Flanders is 
structured in three thematic parts, opening with chapters on the 
imaginaries and perceptions of people in changing migration 
contexts. The book then proceeds with chapters which present 
theoretical and empiric data on changing integration dynamics 
in multicultural societies. The final chapter concludes with a 
discussion of social networks’ mediating role.

The growing complexity of migration leads the contributing 
authors to look beyond borders, both of national frontiers—as 
migration by definition implies cross-border research—and 
of disciplines and research methods. In doing so, the present 
volume offers thought-provoking essays on topical issues that 
stir public and political debates across Europe, and contributes 
to fundamental discussions on changing societies.

Christiane Timmerman is professor and head of the Centre 
for Migration and Intercultural Studies (CeMIS) at the Universi-
ty of Antwerp. Noel Clycq holds the chair in European Values: 
Discourses and Prospects at the Faculty of Arts and is a member 
of the Centre for Migration and Intercultural Studies (CeMIS). 
François Levrau is currently a postdoctoral assistant at the 
Centre Pieter Gillis, University of Antwerp. Lore Van Praag 
is a postdoctoral researcher in the Centre for Migration and 
Intercultural Studies (CeMIS) at the University of Antwerp.         

Migration and Integration in 
Flanders
Multidisciplinary Perspectives

edited by Christiane Timmerman, Noel Clycq, 
François Levrau, Lore Van Praag, and Dirk 
Vanheule 

Dirk Vanheule is professor of law, 
dean of the Faculty of Law, and chair-
person of the Centre for Migration and 
Intercultural Studies (CeMIS) at the 
University of Antwerp.
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"In this landmark account, Nur Amali 
Ibrahim paints a nuanced, detailed portrait 
of students seeking to reconcile some of 
the major social forces that inflect every-
day life across the Muslim world—Islam, 
liberalism, radicalism, and secularism—as 
they strive to both find and define their 
place in a fast-changing, democratizing 
nation. Ibrahim demonstrates the critical 
importance of scholarly attention in both 
anthropology and religious studies to 
this vibrant country—the world’s largest 
Muslim nation."—Daromir Rudnyckyj, As-
sociate Professory, University of Victoria, 
and author of the award-winning Spiritual 
Economies

"Nur Amali Ibrahim presents an elegant 
and unexpected comparison of student 
groups: liberals at the National Islamic 
University, and Islamists at the secular 
University of Indonesia. Stressing the 
complexities of background, personal 
motivation, and accident that lead 
students to join such groups, Improvisa-
tional Islam shows how local incorporations 
of western technique act both as coping 
mechanisms for, and means of furthering 
the violence of neoliberal capitalism’s 
incursion into local environments."—Greg-
ory Starrett, Professor of Anthropology, 
University of North Carolina Charlotte, 
and author of Putting Islam to Work

Improvisational Islam
Indonesian Youth in a Time of Possibility

Nur Amali Ibrahim

Improvisational Islam is about novel and unexpected ways 
of being Muslim, where religious dispositions are achieved 
through techniques that have little or no precedent in classical 
Islamic texts or concepts. Nur Amali Ibrahim foregrounds two 
distinct autodidactic university student organizations, each 
trying to envision alternative ways of being Muslim independent 
from established religious and political authorities. One group 
draws from methods originating from the business world, like 
accounting, auditing, and self-help, to promote a puritanical un-
derstanding of the religion and spearhead Indonesia’s spiritual 
rebirth. A second group reads Islamic scriptures alongside the 
western human sciences. Both groups, he argues, show a great 
degree of improvisation and creativity in their interpretations 
of Islam.

These experimental forms of religious improvisations and 
practices have developed in a specific Indonesian political con-
text that has evolved after the deposal of President Suharto’s 
authoritarian New Order regime in 1998. At the same time, 
Improvisational Islam suggests that the Indonesian case study 
brings into sharper relief processes that are happening in or-
dinary Muslim life everywhere. To be a practitioner of their 
religion, Muslims draw on and are inspired by not only their 
holy scriptures, but also the non-traditional ideas and practices 
that circulate in their society, which importantly include those 
originating in the West. In the contemporary political discourse 
where Muslims are often portrayed as uncompromising and 
adversarial to the West and where bans and walls are deemed 
necessary to keep them out, this story about flexible and creative 
Muslims is an important one to tell.

Nur Amali Ibrahim is Assistant Professor at the Department 
of Religious Studies and the Department of International Stud-
ies at Indiana University.
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"Those who are looking at the identity 
construction and citizenship practices 
of Muslim-American women will find 
this book useful for understanding the 
intersection of religion and politics in the 
lives of American Muslim women. This 
book also illuminates several research 
areas such as American Islam, Islam and 
politics, and Muslim women in a minority 
context."—Choice

"Featuring interviews as well as quantitative 
data, this book is an excellent assessment 
of the experience of Muslim-American 
women who wear the hijab. . . . This is an 
important read for those interested in 
understanding the unique experiences of 
Muslim women in America today."—Wom-
en's Alliance for Theology, Ethics, and 
Ritual

"Offers notable results to interpret the 
role of religion in the current political 
environment in the United States."—Read-
ing Religion

"This book provides an immense amount 
of data and is essential reading for anyone 
interested in the politics of the veil."—Eth-
nic and Racial Studies

The Politics of the Headscarf in the United States investigates the 
social and political effects of the practice of Muslim-American 
women wearing the headscarf (hijab) in a non-Muslim state. 
The authors find the act of head covering is not politically moti-
vated in the U.S. setting, but rather it accentuates and engages 
Muslim identity in uniquely American ways.

Transcending contemporary political debates on the issue of 
Islamic head covering, The Politics of the Headscarf in the United 
States addresses concerns beyond the simple, particular phe-
nomenon of wearing the headscarf itself, with the authors con-
fronting broader issues of lasting import. These issues include 
the questions of safeguarding individual and collective identity 
in a diverse democracy, exploring the ways in which identities 
inform and shape political practices, and sourcing the meaning 
of citizenship and belonging in the United States through the 
voices of Muslim-American women themselves.

The Politics of the Headscarf in the United States superbly 
melds quantitative data with qualitative assessment, and the 
authors smoothly integrate the results of nearly two thousand 
survey responses from Muslim-American women across for-
ty-nine states. Seventy-two in-depth interviews with Muslim 
women living in the United States bolster the arguments put 
forward by the authors to provide an incredibly well-rounded 
approach to this fascinating topic.

Ultimately, the authors argue, women’s experiences with 
identity and boundary construction through their head-cover-
ing practices carry important political consequences that may 
well shed light on the future of the United States as a model of 
democratic pluralism.

Bozena C. Welborne is an Assistant Professor in the Depart-
ment of Government at Smith College. Aubrey L . Westfall 
is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political Science 
at Wheaton College. Özge Çelik Russell is an Assistant Pro-
fessor in the Department of Political Science and Public Ad-
ministration at Gazi University. Sarah A. Tobin is a Senior 
Researcher at the Chr. Michelsen Institute in Bergen, Norway.

The Politics of the Headscarf in the 
United States

Bozena C. Welborne, Aubrey L . Westfall, Özge 
Çelik Russell, and Sarah A. Tobin 
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SCHOOL OF EUROPEANNESS 
Tolerance and Other Lessons in Political Liberalism in Latvia
Dace Dzenovska

$29.95 PaPerBaCk | $14.99 eBOOk

GRASSROOTS TO GLOBAL
Broader Impacts of Civic Ecology
edited by Marianne E. Krasny

foreword by Keith G. Tidball

$28.95 PaPerBaCk | $13.99 eBOOk

FROM MIRACLE TO MIRAGE
The Making and Unmaking of the Korean Middle Class, 1960-2015
Myungji Yang

$45.00 hardCOver | $21.99 eBOOk

LABOR IN ISRAEL
Beyond Nationalism and Neoliberalism
Jonathan Preminger

ILR PRESS

$60.00 hardCOver | $29.99 eBOOk

NO PATH HOME
Humanitarian Camps and the Grief of Displacement
Elizabeth Cullen Dunn

$26.95 PaPerBaCk | $12.99 eBOOk

I AM NOT A TRACTOR!
I Am Not a Tractor! 
Susan L. Marquis

ILR PRESS

$34.95 hardCOver | $16.99 eBOOk 

SEX, LOVE, AND MIGRATION
Postsocialism, Modernity, and Intimacy from Istanbul to the Arctic
Alexia Bloch

$28.95 PaPerBaCk | $13.99 eBOOk

HIGH TECH AND HIGH TOUCH
Headhunting, Technology, and Economic Transformation
James E. Coverdill and William Finlay

ILR PRESS

$21.95 PaPerBaCk | $10.99 eBOOk
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INDIA AND THE PATENT WARS
Pharmaceuticals in the New Intellectual Property Regime
Murphy Halliburton

ILR PRESS

THE CULTURE AND POLITICS OF HEALTH CARE WORK

$24.95 PaPerBaCk | $11.99 eBOOk

THINKING BEYOND THE STATE
Marc Abeles

translated by Phillip Rousseau and Marie-Claude 

Haince

$19.95 PaPerBaCk | $9.99 eBOOk

RURAL RADICALS
Righteous Rage in the American Grain
with a New Preface by the Author
Catherine McNicol Stock

$19.95 PaPerBaCk | $9.99 eBOOk

SINGLEWIDE
Chasing the American Dream in a Rural Trailer Park
Sonya Salamon and Katherine MacTavish

$29.95 PaPerBaCk | $14.99 eBOOk

PROTEST POLITICS IN THE MARKETPLACE
Consumer Activism in the Corporate Age
Caroline Heldman

$27.95 PaPerBaCk | $13.99 eBOOk

BUILDING POWER FROM BELOW
Chilean Workers Take On Walmart
Carolina Bank Muñoz

ILR PRESS

$22.95 PaPerBaCk | $10.99 eBOOk

ACHIEVING ACCESS
Professional Movements and the Politics of Health Universalism
Joseph Harris

ILR PRESS

THE CULTURE AND POLITICS OF HEALTH CARE WORK

$29.95 PaPerBaCk | $14.99 eBOOk

THE DEVELOPMENT DANCE
How Donors and Recipients Negotiate the Delivery of Foreign Aid
Haley J. Swedlund

$23.95 PaPerBaCk | $11.99 eBOOk 
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SACRIFICE
My Life in a Fascist Militia
Alessandro Orsini

translated by Sarah J. Nodes

$26.95 hardCOver | $12.99 eBOOk

CITIES FOR PROFIT
The Real Estate Turn in Asia’s Urban Politics
Gavin Shatkin

WINNER OF THE BEST BOOK IN URBAN AFFAIRS AWARD, URBAN 

AFFAIRS ASSOCIATION

$27.95 PaPerBaCk | $13.99 eBOOk

FAT-TALK NATION
The Human Costs of America’s War on Fat
Susan Greenhalgh

$19.95 PaPerBaCk | $9.99 eBOOk

THE NGO GAME
Post-Conflict Peacebuilding in the Balkans and Beyond
Patrice C. McMahon

$24.95 PaPerBaCk | $11.99 eBOOk

THE CITY IS THE FACTORY
New Solidarities and Spatial Strategies in an Urban Age
edited by Miriam Greenberg and Penny Lewis

ILR PRESS

$29.95 hardCOver | $14.99 eBOOk

INFORMAL WORKERS AND COLLECTIVE ACTION
A Global Perspective
Andy Lazris

edited by Adrienne E. Eaton, Susan J. Schurman, and 

Martha A. Chen 

ILR PRESS

$29.95 PaPerBaCk | $14.99 eBOOk

INSIDER THREATS
edited by Matthew Bunn and Scott D. Sagan

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$22.95 PaPerBaCk | $10.99 eBOOk

SELLING HOPE AND COLLEGE
Merit, Markets, and Recruitment in an Unranked School 
Alex Posecznick 

ILR PRESS

$19.95 PaPerBaCk | $9.99 eBOOk
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