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Fifty Years in the Karen Revolution
in Burma
The Soldier and the Teacher
R alph & Sheer a
edited by Stephanie Olinga-Shannon

Fifty Years in the Karen Revolution in Burma is about commitment to an ideal, individual survival and the universality of the
human experience. A memoir of two tenacious souls, it sheds
light on why Burma/Myanmar’s decades-long pursuit for a
peaceful and democratic future has been elusive. Simply put,
the aspirations of Burma’s ethnic nationalities for self-determination within a genuine federal union runs counter to the idea
of a unitary state orchestrated and run by the dominant majority
Burmans, or Bamar.
This seemingly intractable dilemma of opposing visions for
Burma is personified in the story of Saw Ralph and Naw Sheera,
two prominent ethnic Karen leaders who lived—and eventually
left—”the Longest War,” leaving the reader with insights on the
cultural, social, and political challenges facing other non-Burman ethnic nationalities.
Fifty Years in the Karen Revolution in Burma is also about
the ordinariness and universality of the challenges increasingly
faced by diaspora communities around the world today. Saw
Ralph and Naw Sheera’s day to day lives—how they fell in love,
married, had children—while trying to survive in a precarious war zone—and how they had to adapt to their new lives as
refugees and immigrants in Australia will resound with many.
Saw R alph retired as Brigadier General of the Karen National
Liberation Army (KNLA), the military branch of the Karen
National Union.
Naw Sheera is a school teacher and former leader in the Karen
Women’s Organization (KWO).

FEBRUARY

$23.95s paperback 978-1-5017-1575-4
162 pages, 6 x 9, 12 b&w halftones, 2 maps
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The Republic of Vietnam, 1955–1975
Vietnamese Perspectives on Nation Building
edited by Tuong Vu & Sean Fear

Through the voices of senior officials, teachers, soldiers, journalists, and artists, The Republic of Vietnam, 1955–1975, presents
us with an interpretation of “South Vietnam” as a passionately
imagined nation in the minds of ordinary Vietnamese, rather
than merely as an expeditious political construct of the United
States government.
The moving and honest memoirs collected, translated, and
edited here by Tuong Vu and Sean Fear describe the experiences
of war, politics, and everyday life for people from many walks
of life during the fraught years of Vietnam’s Second Republic,
leading up to and encompassing what Americans generally call
the “Vietnam War.” The voices gift the reader a sense of the
authors’ experiences in the Republic and their ideas about the
nation during that time. The light and careful editing hand of
Vu and Fear reveals that far from a Cold War proxy struggle, the
conflict in Vietnam featured a true ideological divide between
the communist North and the non-communist South.

“This valuable collection includes
perspectives that have been consistently
overlooked in the historiography of the
War. Readers are afforded not only South
Vietnamese perspectives, but also those
of civil servants, soldiers, police officers,
educators, writers, artists, and journalists.
This is also one of the few works in which
South Vietnamese women’s voices are
heard.”—Van Nguyen-Marshall, Trent
University

Tuong Vu is Director Asian Studies and Associate professor of
Political Science at the University of Oregon. He is a former
editor of Journal of Vietnamese Studies and the author of numerous books, including, Vietnam’s Communist Revolution and
Paths to Development in Asia
Sean Fear is a Lecturer in International History at the University
of Leeds.

JANUARY

$24.95s paperback 978-1-5017-4513-3
204 pages, 7 x 10
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Activists in Transition
Progressive Politics in Democratic Indonesia
Edited by Thushar a Dibley & Michele Ford

Activists in Transition examines the relationship between social
movements and democratization in Indonesia. Collectively,
progressive social movements have played a critical role over in
ensuring that different groups of citizens can engage directly
in—and benefit from—the political process in a way that was
not possible under authoritarianism. However, their individual roles have been different, with some playing a decisive
role in the destabilization of the regime and others serving as
bell-weathers of the advancement, or otherwise, of Indonesia’s
democracy in the decades since. Equally important, democratization has affected social movements differently depending on
the form taken by each movement during the New Order period.
The book assesses the contribution that nine progressive social
movements have made to the democratization of Indonesia since
the late 1980s, and how, in turn, each of those movements has
been influenced by democratization.
Thushara Dibley is Lecturer in Asian Studies and Deputy Director of Sydney Southeast Asia Centre. Follow her on Twitter
@thushdibley.
Michele Ford is Professor of Southeast Asian Studies and Director of Sydney Southeast Asia Centre. Follow her on Twitter
@MicheleSSEAC.

“Activists in Transition makes a strong
contribution to the literature on political
change in Indonesia—and Southeast
Asia more broadly—in providing
comprehensive and up-to-date
information on the nature and fate of
progressive politics in Indonesia.”—Jane
Hutchison, Asia Research Centre,
Murdoch University
“Each chapter is broadly historical, showing
the long sweep of change over the forty
years or so from the mid New Order to
the present day. Activists in Transition
is well documented, clearly structured,
pleasingly written, and authoritative.”—
Gerry van Klinken, KITLV and University
of Amsterdam

DECEMBER

$24.95s paperback 978-1-5017-4248-4
234 pages, 7 x 10
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Rebel Politics
A Political Sociology of Armed Struggle in
Myanmar’s Borderlands
David Brenner

Rebel Politics analyzes the changing dynamics of the civil war in
Myanmar, one of the most entrenched armed conflicts in the
world. Since 2011, a national peace process has gone hand-inhand with escalating ethnic conflict. The Karen National Union
(KNU), previously known for its uncompromising stance against
the central government of Myanmar, became a leader in the
peace process after it signed a ceasefire in 2012. Meanwhile,
the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) returned to the
trenches in 2011 after its own seventeen-year-long ceasefire
broke down. To understand these puzzling changes, Brenner
conducted ethnographic fieldwork among the KNU and KIO,
analyzing the relations between rebel leaders, their rank-andfile, and local communities in the context of wider political and
geopolitical transformations. Drawing on Political Sociology,
Rebel Politics explains how revolutionary elites capture and lose
legitimacy within their own movements and how these internal contestations drive the strategies of rebellion in unforeseen
ways. Brenner presents a novel perspective that contributes to
our understanding of contemporary politics in Southeast Asia,
and to the study of conflict, peace and security, by highlighting
the hidden social dynamics and everyday practices of political violence, ethnic conflict, rebel governance and borderland politics.
David  Brenner is Lecturer in International Relations at
Goldsmiths, University of London. Follow him on Twitter @
DavBrenner.

“Rebel Politics is underpinned by years
of extraordinary fieldwork, including
unprecedented access to the leaders of
some of Myanmar’s ethnic-minority rebel
groups. It is a pathbreaking book, essential
reading not only for Myanmar-watchers
but also anyone interested in insurgencies
and state formation.”—Lee Jones, Queen
Mary University of London, author of
Societies Under Siege
“David Brenner’s book ought to be
mandatory reading for any practitioner
or academic interested in the issues of
peacebuilding, conflict resolution, and
borderlands development in Myanmar
specifically, and in the country’s social
processes and politics more widely.”—
Karin Dean, Tallinn University

OCTOBER

$24.95s paperback 978-1-5017-4009-1
168 pages, 7 x 10, 8 b&w halftones, 2 maps
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Indonesia Journal
Volume 106
edited by Joshua Barker and Eric Tagliacozzo

Indonesia is a semi-annual journal devoted to the timely study of
Indonesia’s culture, history, government, economy, and society.
It features original scholarly articles, interviews, translations,
and book reviews. Published since April 1966, the journal
provides area scholars and interested readers with contemporary analyses of Indonesia and an extensive archive of research
pertaining to the nation and region. the journal is published
by Cornell University’s Southeast Asia Program and Cornell
University Press.

$30.00x paperback 978-0-87727-905-1
8 x 11
OSEPH
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Scandal and Democracy
Media Politics in Indonesia
Mary E. McCoy

In popular uprisings that topple authoritarian leaders around
the globe, the moment of regime change has sparked hope for
more open, democratic societies. Yet successful transitions to
enduring democracies have proven both difficult and rare. In
Scandal and Democracy, Mary E. McCoy looks at what happens
once the dictator has fallen and discovers a more challenging
problem remains. How can the newly democratizing nation
avoid reversing course, she asks, reverting to authoritarian
solutions in response to the daunting problems brought by the
sudden change? The troubled transitions that have derailed democratization in growing numbers of nations worldwide make
this question a major concern for scholars and citizens alike.
This study of Indonesia’s transition from authoritarian rule
finds that democratization’s success or failure, consolidation or
reversal depends, to a surprising extent, on the role of the media.
Although press freedom is widely recognized as a defining element of modern democracies, the media’s part in democratic
consolidation remains only partly understood. Scandal and
Democracy examines how the media’s use of new freedoms,
particularly the publicizing of political scandal and intra-elite
conflict, can ward off a slide into pseudo-democracy or a return
to authoritarian rule. As Indonesia approaches the twentieth
anniversary of its dramatic student-led revolution of 1998, it
remains among the most resilient of the world’s new democracies and one of the few successful democratic transitions
in the Muslim world. McCoy explores the media’s role in this
transition and corroborates that analysis with comparative cases
from Mexico, Tunisia, and South Korea, and offers the reader a
counter-intuitive perspective to explain success and failure in
modern transitions to democracy.

“Scandal and Democracy is an excellent
book which explores in depth the media in
the crucial period of Indonesia’s transition
from authoritarian rule to democracy and
beyond.”
—Ross Tapsell, Lecturer in the Department
of Gender, Media and Culture, Australian
National University, and author of Media
Power in Indonesia
“Mary McCoy offers a fascinating and
experienced analysis of Indonesian politics
through the lens of the media. She puts
elite collusion at the heart of Indonesia’s
democratic woes and highlights the positive role that scandals can play in breaking
down corrupt political arrangements.”
—Dan Slater, University of Michigan,
author of Ordering Power

Mary E. McCoy is Outreach and Communications Coordinator
at the Southeast Asian Studies at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She holds a PhD in Communication Studies, and
teaches courses on rhetoric, politics, and freedom of speech at
University Wisconsin-Madison.

$23.95 paperback 978-1-5017-3104-4
228 pages, 7 x 10
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Hamka and Islam
Cosmopolitan Reform in the Malay World
Khairudin Aljunied

Since the early twentieth century, Muslim reformers have been
campaigning for a total transformation of the ways in which
Islam is imagined in the Malay world. One of the most influential is the author Haji Abdul Malik bin Abdul Karim Amrullah,
commonly known as Hamka.
In Hamka and Islam, Khairudin Aljunied employs the
term “cosmopolitan reform” to describe Hamka’s attempt to
harmonize the many streams of Islamic and Western thought
while posing solutions to the various challenges facing Muslims. Among the major themes Aljunied explores are reason
and revelation, moderation and extremism, social justice, the
state of women in society, and Sufism in the modern age, as
well as the importance of history in reforming the minds of
modern Muslims.Aljunied argues that Hamka demonstrated
intellectual openness and inclusiveness toward a whole range
of thoughts and philosophies to develop his own vocabulary
of reform, attesting to Hamka’s unique ability to function as a
conduit for competing Islamic and secular groups.
Hamka and Islam pushes the boundaries of the expanding
literature on Muslim reformism and reformist thinkers by
grounding its analysis within the Malay experience and by using
the concept of cosmopolitan reform in a new context.

Khairudin Aljunied is an Associate Professor in the Faculty
of Arts and Social Sciences, National University of Singapore.
He was Malaysia Chair of Islam in Southeast Asia (2017–2018)
and is Senior Fellow at the Prince Alwaleed bin Talal Center
for Muslim-Christian Understanding, Georgetown University.

“Hamka was among the greatest Muslim
public intellectuals in Southeast Asia.
This book’s unique and original take on
his cosmopolitan reform offers a fresh
perspective and contributes significantly
to our understanding of the dynamics of
Islamic reformism in the modern world.”
—Azyumardi Azra, Professor of Islamic
History and Culture, Syarif Hidayatullah
State Islamic University, Jakarta
“Hamka’s writings led Indonesian Muslims
and Southeast Asian Muslims in Malaysia,
Singapore, and beyond to understand Sufism, the role of women, social justice, and
God’s revelation in a new light, enabling
them to embrace their new lives while
remaining moored in faith. In this heartfelt
study, Khairudin Aljunied explicates this
convincingly and brilliantly.”
—James R. Rush, Professor of History,
Arizona State University

$23.95 paperback 978-1-5017-2457-2
162 pages, 7 x 10
C O R N E L L P R E S S .C O R N E L L . E D U

7

Traders in Motion
Identities and Contestations in the Vietnamese
Marketplace
edited by Kirsten W. Endres and Ann Marie
Leshkowich

With essays covering diverse topics from street vendors in Hanoi
to the waste-trading community in the Red River Delta, Traders in Motion covers the fields of anthropology, political science,
and development sociology in Southeast Asia. Focusing on
small-scale traders, editors Kirsten W. Endres and Ann Marie
Leshkowich demonstrate how the emerging capitalist market
in Vietnam is formed and transformed by everyday interactions
among traders, suppliers, customers, family members, neighbors, and officials.
The contributions shed light on the micropolitics of local-level economic agency in the paradoxical context of Vietnam’s
socialist orientation and its contemporary neoliberal economic
and social transformation. The essays examine how Vietnamese
traders experience, reflect on, and negotiate state policies and
regulations that affect the traders’ lives and work. The contributors show how trading experiences shape individuals’ notions
of self and personhood not just as economic actors but also in
terms of gender, region, and ethnicity. Traders in Motion affords
rich comparative insight into how markets form and transform
and what those changes mean.
Kirsten W. Endres heads the research group Traders, Markets, and the State in Vietnam at the Max Planck Institute for
Social Anthropology.
Ann Marie Leshkowich is Professor of Anthropology at the
College of the Holy Cross.

“Traders in Motion is well conceived, well
organized, and well written. The essays
provide an impressive empirical snapshot
of the social, political, and economic
changes taking place in Vietnam.”
—Sheri Lynn Gibbings, Wilfred Laurier
University
“The chapters in this volume reflect the
lively and bustling informal sector of
modern Vietnam through the eyes of
observers and the voices of insiders.
Traders in Motion demonstrates a profound
understanding and close observation of
socioeconomic changes in Vietnam. This
book is a substantial contribution to the
study of modern markets in Vietnam. It is
a comprehensive book.”
—Anh Tran, Indiana University

Contributors
Lisa Barthelmes, Christine Bonnin, Gracia Clark, Annuska Derks, Kirsten W.
Endres, Chris Gregory, Caroline Grillot, Erik Harms, Esther Horat, Gertrud
Hüwelmeier, Ann Marie Leshkowich, Hy Van Luong, Minh T. N. Nguyen,
Nguyen Thi Thanh Bình, Linda J. Seligmann, Allison Truitt, Sarah Turner

$23.95 978-1-5017-1983-7 paperback
230 pages, 7 x 10
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Svay
A Khmer Village in Cambodia
May Mayko Ebihar a
Edited by Andrew Mertha
With an introduction by Judy Ledgerwood

May Mayko Ebihara (1934–2005) was the first American anthropologist to conduct ethnographic research in Cambodia. Svay
provides a remarkably detailed picture of individual villagers and
of Khmer social structure and kinship, agriculture, politics, and
religion. The world Ebihara described would soon be shattered
by Pol Pot's Khmer Rouge. Seventy percent of the villagers perished in the reign of terror, including those who had been Ebihara's adoptive parents and grandparents during her fieldwork.
Never before published as a book, Ebihara’s dissertation served
as the foundation for much of our subsequent understanding
of Cambodian history, society, and politics.
The late May Mayko Ebihar a was Professor Emerita of
Anthropology at Lehman College.
Andre w Mert h a is Professor of Government at Cornell
University. He is the author of Brothers in Arms, also from
Cornell.
Judy Ledgerwood is Professor of Anthropology and Director
of the Center for Southeast Asian Studies at Northern Illinois
University. She is the editor of A Tale of Two Temples, a collection
of essays in honor of May Ebihara.

“Scholars of Cambodia have long regarded
May Ebihara's beautiful, meticulously
researched thesis as a fundamental work
on the country. Making it available in book
form to a larger public is a great gift to
Cambodian studies.”
—John Marston, editor of Anthropology
and Community in Cambodia
“This book is a finally published foundation
of Cambodian ethnography. May Ebihara’s careful observation and clear writing
imbue the work with clarity and force.”
—Erik W. Davis, Macalester College,
author of Deathpower

A S I A E A S T BY S O U T H

$23.95 978-1-5017-1512-9 paperback
216 pages, 1 line figure, 6 x 9
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A Duterte Reader
Critical Essays on Rodrigo Duterte’s Early
Presidency
Edited by Nicole Cur ato

A critical analysis of one of the most media-savvy authoritarian
rulers of our time, this collection of essays offers an overview
of Rodrigo Duterte’s rise to power and actions of his early presidency. With contributions from leading experts on the society
and history of the Philippines, The Duterte Reader is necessary
reading for anyone needing to contextualize and understand
the history and social forces that have shaped contemporary
Philippine politics.
Nicole Cur ato holds the Australian Research Council’s Discovery Early Career Research Award Fellowship at the Centre for
Deliberative Democracy and Global Governance at the University of Canberra. She is the associate editor of Political Studies.

“With essays by leading experts in diverse
fields, A Duterte Reader offers a penetrating portrait of a volatile administration
poised between a troubled past and an
uncertain future. The research is thorough;
the writing eloquent; and the insights
myriad. This is critical reading for anyone
who wishes to understand this perplexing
moment in the ever-changing, everfascinating politics of the Philippines.”
—Alfred W. McCoy, author of In the
Shadows of the American Century
“This book offers timely, incisive, and
well-grounded analyses of the rise of
Rodrigo Duterte from child of a crisisprone postcolony to long-time mayor of
Davao and first Mindanaoan president of
the Philippines.”
—Caroline S. Hau, author of Elites and
Ilustrados in Philippine Culture
“The irony doesn’t escape us: A Duterte
Reader packs a lot of rigorous thinking into
its pages to give coherence to a man who
eschews rigor and downgrades facts.”
—Marites D. Vitug, author of Shadow of
Doubt

$23.95 978-1-5017-2473-2 paperback
348 pages, 6 x 9
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Sovereign Women in a Muslim
Kingdom
The Sultanahs of Aceh, 1641–1699
Sher Banu A. L . Khan

In Sovereign Women in a Muslim Kingdom, Sher Banu A. L. Khan
provides a fresh perspective on the women who ruled in succession in Aceh for half the seventeenth century. Khan draws
fresh evidence about the lives and reigns of the sultanahs from
contemporary indigenous texts and the archives of the Dutch
East India Company.
The long reign of the sultanahs of Aceh is striking in a society where women rulers are usually seen as unnatural calamities,
a violation of nature, or even forbidden in the name of religion.
Sovereign Women in a Muslim Kingdom demonstrates how the
sultanahs’ rule was legitimized by both Islam and adat (indigenous customary laws). Khan provides original insights on the
women’s style of leadership and their unique relations with the
male elite and foreign European envoys who visited their court.
This book calls into question received views on kingship in the
Malay world and shows how an indigenous polity responded to
European companies in the age of early East–West encounters
during Southeast Asia’s age of commerce.
Sher Banu A. L . Khan is Assistant Professor of Malay Studies at the National University of Singapore.

$23.95 978-1-5017-1385-9 paperback
312 pages, 6 x 9
C O R N E L L P R E S S .C O R N E L L . E D U
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Intertidal History in Island
Southeast Asia
Submerged Genealogy and the Legacy of
Coastal Capture
Jennifer L . Gaynor

Intertidal History in Island Southeast Asia shows the vital part
maritime Southeast Asians played in struggles against domination of the seventeenth-century spice trade by local and European rivals. Looking beyond the narrative of competing mercantile
empires, it draws on European and Southeast Asian sources to
illustrate Sama sea people’s alliances and intermarriage with the
sultanate of Makassar and the Bugis realm of Boné. Contrasting
with later portrayals of the Sama as stateless pirates and sea gypsies, this history of shifting political and interethnic ties among
the people of Sulawesi’s littorals and its land-based realms, along
with their shared interests on distant coasts, exemplifies how
regional maritime dynamics interacted with social and political
worlds above the high-water mark.
Jennifer L . Gaynor is Assistant Professor of History at the
University at Buffalo, State University of New York.

“Gaynor provides a useful reminder that
outsiders were not necessarily the leading
figures in the maritime life of this region.
The product of extensive research and
thought, this book is valuable for scholars
of Southeast Asia and its rich maritime life.
Summing Up: Recommended. Graduate
students, faculty, specialists.”
—J. C. Perry, Tufts University

$23.95 978-0-9910-4780-2 paperback
242 pages, 7 x 10
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The Palace Law of Ayutthaya and
the Thammasat
Law and Kingship in Siam
Tr ansl ated by Chris Baker and Pasuk
Phongpaichit

This book contains the first academic translations of key legal
texts from the Ayutthaya era (1351–1767), along with an essay
on the role of law in Thai history. The legal history of Southeast Asia has languished because few texts are accessible in
translation. The Three Seals Code is a collection of Thai legal
manuscripts surviving from the Ayutthaya era. The Palace Law,
probably dating to the late fifteenth century, was the principal
law on kingship and government. The Thammasat, a descendant of India’s dharmasastra, stood at the head of the Code
and gave it authority. Here these two key laws are presented in
English translation for the first time, along with detailed annotations and analyses of their content. The coverage of family
arrangements, court protocol, warfare, royal women, and ceremonial conduct in the Palace Law presents a detailed portrayal
of Siamese kingship, reaching beyond terms such as devaraja,
thammaraja, and cakravartin. Close analysis of the Thammasat
questions the assumption that this text has a long-standing and
fundamental role in Thai legal practice. Royal lawmaking had
a large and hitherto unappreciated role in the premodern Thai
state. This book is an important contribution to Thai history,
Southeast Asian history, and comparative legal studies.
Chris Baker formerly taught Asian history at Cambridge
University and has lived in Thailand for more than thirty years.
Pasuk Phongpaichit is Professor of Economics at Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok.

$23.95 978-0-8772-7769-9 paperback
166 pages, 7 x 10
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Cambodia’s Second Kingdom
Nation, Imagination, and Democracy
Astrid Nor én-Nilsson

Cambodia’s Second Kingdom is an exploration of the role of nationalist imaginings, discourses, and narratives in Cambodia
since the 1993 reintroduction of a multiparty democratic system.
Competing nationalistic imaginings are shown to be a more
prominent part of party political contestation in the Kingdom
of Cambodia than typically believed. For political parties, nationalistic imaginings became the basis for strategies to attract
popular support, electoral victories, and moral legitimacy. Astrid
Norén-Nilsson uses uncommon sources, such as interviews
with key contemporary political actors, to analyze Cambodia’s
postconflict reconstruction politics. This book exposes how
nationalist imaginings, typically understood to be associated
with political opposition, have been central to the reworking
of political identities and legitimacy bids across the political
spectrum. Norén-Nilsson examines the entanglement of notions
of democracy and national identity and traces out a tension
between domestic elite imaginings and the liberal democratic
framework in which they operate.
Astrid Norén-Nilsson is a political science consultant, contributing author, and political and security analyst for various
international concerns. She is Vice President of the Cambodian
Institute for Strategic Studies (CISS), Phnom Penh, Cambodia,
and former research fellow for KITLV, Leiden, The Netherlands.

“Using a multidisciplinary approach and
diverse sources, including elite interviews,
Cambodia’s Second Kingdom provides a
novel analysis of nationalist imaginings of
Cambodia by different political parties in
the context of post–international democratic intervention electoral competition.”
— Kheang Un, Northern Illinois University
“Cambodia’s Second Kingdom provides
unique insight into the dynamics of
Cambodian elites’ representations of
their respective visions for the nation in
multiparty politics after the United Nations-sponsored general election in 1993.
. . [t]his book offers an excellent example
of discourse analysis and will be a good
reference on Cambodia’s domestic politics
for years to come.”
— BRILL

$23.95 978-0-8772-7768-2 paperback
244 pages, 7 x 10
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Voices from the Second Republic of
South Vietnam (1967–1975)
Edited by K. W. Taylor

The Republic of South Vietnam is commonly viewed as a
unified entity throughout the two decades (1955–75) during
which the United States was its main ally. However, domestic
politics during that time followed a dynamic trajectory from
authoritarianism to chaos to a relatively stable experiment in
parliamentary democracy. The stereotype of South Vietnam that
appears in most writings, both academic and popular, focuses
on the first two periods to portray a caricature of a corrupt, unstable dictatorship and ignores what was achieved during the
last eight years.
The essays in Voices from the Second Republic of South Vietnam (1967–1975) come from those who strove to build a constitutional structure of representative government during a war for
survival with a totalitarian state. Those committed to realizing
a noncommunist Vietnamese future placed their hopes in the
Second Republic, fought for it, and worked for its success. This
book is a step in making their stories known.

“This volume is a welcome addition to a
growing scholarly literature about South
Vietnam. Its personal testimonies provide
key details not only about the political
and military history of that country but
also about the complex backgrounds and
worldviews of the men who governed it. It
is a record of the hopes and hardships of a
group of South Vietnamese who sought to
build a stable, prosperous society in a time
of decolonization and civil war.”
—Charles Keith, Michigan State University

Keith W. Taylor is Professor of Vietnamese Studies at Cornell
University. He is the author of A History of the Vietnamese.

$23.95 978-0-8772-7765-1 paperback
180 pages, 7 x 10
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15

The Land of Gold
Post-Conflict Recovery and Cultural Revival in
Independent Timor-Leste
Judith M. Bovensiepen

In the village of Funar, located in the central highlands of
Timor-Leste, the disturbing events of the twenty-four-year-long
Indonesian occupation are rarely articulated in narratives of
suffering. Instead, the highlanders emphasize the significance
of their return to the sacred land of the ancestors, a place where
“gold” is abundant and life is thought to originate. On one hand,
this collective amnesia is due to villagers’ exclusion from contemporary nation-building processes, which bestow recognition
only on those who actively participated in the resistance struggle
against Indonesia. On the other hand, the cultural revival and
the privileging of the ancestral landscape and traditions over
narratives of suffering derive from a particular understanding of
how human subjects are constituted. Before life and after death,
humans and the land are composed of the same substance;
only during life are they separated. To recover from the forced
dislocation the highlanders experienced under the Indonesian
occupation, they thus seek to reestablish a mythical, primordial
unity with the land by reinvigorating ancestral practices.
Never leaving out of sight the intense political and emotional
dilemmas imposed by the past on people’s daily lives, The Land
of Gold seeks to go beyond prevailing theories of postconflict
reconstruction that prioritize human relationships. Instead, it
explores the significance of people’s affective and ritual engagement with the environment and with their ancestors as survivors
come to terms with the disruptive events of the past.

Judith Bovensiepen Senior Lecturer in Social Anthropology
at the University of Kent.

“The Land of Gold is an ethnography of
postconflict life in East Timor that is at
once lyrical and devastating. By tracing
how diverse relationships to the land—loss,
reclamation, and reimagination—shape
and are shaped by survivors, Judith
Bovensiepen offers a new understanding
of the long years of war that captures both
the personal and the political.”
—Tyrell Haberkorm, ANU College of Asia
and the Pacific
“Judith Bovensiepen brings a much needed
ethnographic perspective to the study
of social life in rural, postoccupation
Timor-Leste. She argues persuasively that
ritual performances brought the traumatic
past into the present. As an analysis of
how historical experience of political violence both shapes and is shaped by local
cultural forms, the book has relevance beyond the region and beyond anthropology.”
—Elizabeth G. Traube, Wesleyan University

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-767-5
216 pages, 7 x 10
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A Sarong for Clio
Essays on the Intellectual and Cultural History
of Thailand—Inspired by Craig J. Reynolds
Edited by Maurizio Peleggi

A Sarong for Clio testifies to an ongoing intellectual dialogue
between its ten contributors and Craig J. Reynolds, who inspired
these essays. Conceived as a tribute to an innovative scholar,
dedicated teacher, and generous colleague, it is this volume’s
ambition to make a concerted intervention on Thai historiography—and Thai studies more generally—by pursuing in new
directions ideas that figure prominently in Reynolds’s scholarship. The writings gathered here revolve around two prominent
themes in Reynolds’s scholarship: the nexus of historiography
and power, and Thai political and business cultures—often so
intertwined as to be difficult to separate. The chapters examine
different types of historical texts, Thai political discourse and
political culture, and the media production of consumer culture.
Contributors: Chris Baker; Patrick Jory, University of Queensland, Brisbane;
Tamara Loos, Cornell University; Yoshinori Nishizaki, National University of
Singapore; James Ockey, University of Canterbury; Maurizio Peleggi, National
University of Singapore; Pasuk Phongpaichit, Chulalongkorn University,
Bangkok; Kasian Tejapir, Thammasat University, Bangkok; Villa Vilaithong,
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok; Thongchai Winichakul, University of
Wisconsin–Madison

“A Sarong for Clio offers bold explorations into several critical areas of Thai
studies. Its essays will certainly reshape our
understanding of Thailand in the modern
era. Audacious and uncompromising—and
splendidly engrossing—it is a worthy tribute to Craig Reynolds, the scholar whose
work it honors.”
—Richard A. Ruth, U.S. Naval Academy

Maurizio Peleggi is Associate Professor of History at the National University of Singapore and editor of the Journal of Southeast Asia Studies. He is the author most recently of Thailand.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-766-8
240 pages, 7 x 10
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Slow Anthropology
Negotiating Difference with the Iu Mien
Hjorleifur Jonsson

Slow Anthropology considers the history of the Iu Mien, an
upland Laotian minority caught in the disruptions of the Vietnam-American war. This study challenges the prevailing academic theory that groups living in the hinterlands of Southeast
Asia have traditionally fled to the hills, seeking isolated independence and safety. As part of his challenge, Jonsson highlights
the legacies of negotiating difference that have guided the Iu
Mien in interactions with their neighbors. Jonsson engages with
southern China and Southeast Asia in premodern times, relays
individual reports from the war in Laos, describes contemporary
village festivals in Thailand, and explores community and identity among Southeast Asian immigrants in the United States.
His study questions Western academic narratives that oversimplify Asia’s minorities in order to define and stabilize Western
identities.Responding to James C. Scott’s characterization of the
Southeast Asian highlands as a zone of refuge sought by minorities fearing oppression from lowland states, Slow Anthropology
argues that evidence of a highland “disconnect” was, in fact,
symptomatic of recent social collapse. Voluntary segregation
has not been a historically typical condition in Asia. The author
demonstrates that negotiation among different groups has been
vital to the region, as play and intersubjectivity have been for
human evolution. Slow Anthropology advocates for studies that
acknowledge the ways in which Southeast Asian minorities have
adapted to change, appropriated ideas from their neighbors, and
built their own complex identities.

“A brilliant and engaging exploration of the
ways in which Asian highland people have
been represented in the popular academic
imagination. This book will raise important
questions about the ethics of representation and the need for negotiations across
social difference. The author believes
passionately in his subject and calls for a
newly reflective and situated anthropology. There is a serious and major ethical
sensibility at work here.”
—Nicholas Tapp, Australian National
University, author of The Hmong of China

$23.95 paperback 978-10-87727-764-4
172 pages, 7 x 10
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Exploration and Irony in Studies of
Siam over Forty Years
Benedict R. O’G. Anderson
Introduction by Tamar a Loos

Benedict R. O’G. Anderson is internationally recognized for his
groundbreaking work on the politics and cultures of Indonesia,
Thailand, and the Philippines. His early studies of Indonesia
led to the publication of Imagined Communities: Reflections on
the Origin and Spread of Nationalism, a book that profoundly
changed the way people understand modern states. Banned
from returning to Indonesia after his interpretation of the 1965
coup was published, Anderson shifted his attention to Thailand.
This collection of essays gathers in one book Anderson’s iconoclastic analyses of Siam (Thailand), its political institutions
and bloody upheavals, its literature, authors, and contemporary
cinema. The volume begins with the challenging essay “Studies of the Thai State: The State of Thai Studies,” followed by
chapters that map shifts of power between the Left and Right
in Thailand, the role of the monarchy, and the significance of
the military. The final essays track Anderson’s own evolution as
a student of Siam and his growing, more playful interest in billboards, ephemera, and film. Together, these works demonstrate
an extraordinary scholar’s commitment to exploring Thailand.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-763-7
180 pages, 7 x 10

“Combining bold ideas, unflinching critique,
and irresistible narratives that weave
together statistics, qualitative examples,
and suggestive anecdotes, each of these
essays demonstrates in quintessential
Andersonian fashion the full power of the
essay form for serious scholarly writing.
Though originally published between
the late 1970s and the early 1990s, they
continue to resonate and, more importantly, remind one of the increasingly rare thrill
that can be had reading academic writing.
. . . Putting the Kingdom’s cultural heritage
under critical spotlight, as he does in [the]
later pieces, Anderson hits where it hurts,
perhaps moreso than with any political
critique.”—Samoson Lim, Asian Studies
Review
“Anderson often sees a Thailand that
others do not. He makes observations
and asks questions that are unexpected,
unsettling, and disturbing to those of us
who study Thailand. His writings in this
book not only are about Thai politics and
society since the 1960s to the present day,
they also exemplify the art of questioning
and of introducing puzzlements that
often get into my head and refuse to
leave, causing me headaches for years.”—
Thongchai Winichakul, University of
Wisconsin–Madison
C O R N E L L P R E S S .C O R N E L L . E D U
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Ties that Bind
Cultural Identity, Class, and Law in Vietnam’s
Labor Resistance
Tr an Ngoc Angie

Ties that Bind explores Vietnamese labor history from the French
colonial period to the contemporary era, tracing a vibrant tradition of workers’ resistance to oppressive conditions. Through
interviews with employees, organizers, journalists, and officials,
as well as evidence from government reports and underground
protest materials, this book analyzes a broad range of workers’
experiences on the factory floor and in their dormitories. Evidence demonstrates that, at critical times, shared cultural ties
have propelled Vietnamese workers toward “class moments” inspiring them to fight collectively for their rights. Tran’s detailed
investigation shows that labor activism is a hallmark of modern
Vietnam. This work addresses key questions about global commerce and the factory workers who sustain it.
Tr an Ngoc Angie is Professor of Political Economy at California State University, Monterey Bay. Her research interests
and publications are on Vietnamese labor-management-state
relations, labor resistance, global labor migration and export
labor, and corporate social responsibility.

“Tran Ngoc Angie makes a substantial
contribution to scholarship on Vietnam
specifically and Southeast Asia generally
by entwining the growth of workers’ class
consciousness with their ethnic, religious,
and other identities. That she does this
for several time periods in Vietnam is
especially enlightening.”
—Benedict J. Tria Kerkvliet, Australian
National University, author of The Power
of Everyday Politics

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-762-0
340 pages, 7 x 10
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A Mountain of Difference
The Lumad in Early Colonial Mindanao
Oona Paredes

A Mountain of Difference recasts the early colonial encounter
between the indigenous Lumad and Christian missionaries
in the southern Philippines. This groundbreaking study of the
Lumad—the non-Muslim native peoples of Mindanao—draws
on Spanish archival sources and indigenous oral traditions to
reconceptualize the political and cultural history of the island’s
“upland” minorities.While Lumad peoples are widely believed
to have successfully resisted the traumatic transformations of
Spanish colonization, Oona Paredes makes a case for the deep
cultural impact of Catholic missions in Mindanao, arguing that
key elements of “traditional” Lumad life today may have evolved
from earlier cross-cultural encounters with Iberian Catholic
missionaries. Vignettes of Lumad life prior to the nineteenth
century show different communities actively engaging colonial
power and mediating its exercise according to local priorities,
with unexpected results.This book complicates our understanding of Mindanao’s history and ethnography, and outlines
the beginning of an autonomous history for the marginalized
Lumad peoples. The interactions explored in this book illuminate the surprisingly complex cultural and power dynamics at
the peripheries of European colonialism.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-761-3
208 pages, 7 x 10
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The “Kim Van Kieu” of Nguyen Du
(1765–1820)
Nguyen Du
Tr ansl ated by Vl adisl av Zhukov
Introduction by K. W. Taylor

The “Kim Van Kieu” of Nguyen Du, written in the early nineteenth century and commonly considered to be a defining masterpiece of Vietnamese literature, is the story of an educated and
beautiful young woman who suffers misfortune and degradation before obtaining justice and peace. It is a long poem in a
complex metric and rhyme scheme that is distinctively Vietnamese. Vladislav Zhukov here provides the first English-language
translation, perfectly conveying the poetic form of the original
work and thereby producing a literary creation in English that
is equivalent to Nguyen Du’s genius in Vietnamese—one that
can be appreciated as poetry in English.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-760-6
128 pages, 7 x 10
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The Politics of Timor-Leste
Democratic Consolidation after Intervention
Edited by Michael Leah and Damien Kingsbury

The Politics of Timor-Leste explores the critical issues facing
the Asia-Pacific’s youngest nation as it seeks to consolidate a
democracy following years of international intervention. The
authors study the challenges that have burdened the state
since it broke from Indonesia amid the violence of 1999 and
formally achieved full independence in 2002. They assess the
notable accomplishments of Timor-Leste’s leaders and citizens,
and consider the country’s future prospects as international
organizations prepare to depart. A close study of Timor-Leste
sheds light on ambitious state-building projects that have been
initiated, with varying success, across the globe.
Contributors to this volume map the nation’s recent political
evolution through studies of its constitutional debates, political
parties, and foreign policy responses to powerful neighbors.
They address the social and economic conditions that complicate
Timor-Leste’s political development, such as gender discrimination, poverty, corruption, and security-sector volatility. The
contemporary history of Timor-Leste reflects the experiences of
many postcolonial and developing countries that have sought
to establish a viable state following conflict and a declaration of
independence. This small nation has been the subject of five
consecutive UN missions with varying mandates. The Politics
of Timor-Leste ought to serve as a key source for comparative
postcolonial studies and a guide to future trends in international

“The Politics of Timor-Leste is an essential
reference point for anyone concerned with
the most important political issues to be
addressed by the country in the coming
years. Its authors provide a comprehensive
overview of political parties, and the electoral and judicial systems, and describe the
main aspects of development strategies
implemented since independence. Insightful analyses are presented of key areas,
such as the politics of gender, informal security groups and social movements, and
strategies for decentralization. Bringing
these topics together in one volume provides a highly useful guide for assessing
the possibilities for the continuation and
development of democratic processes
within Timor-Leste.”
—John G. Taylor, London South Bank
University

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-759-0
292 pages, 7 x 10
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The Spirit of Things
Materiality and Religious Diversity in
Southeast Asia
Edited by Julius Bautista

What role do objects play in crafting the religions of Southeast
Asia and shaping the experiences of believers? The Spirit of
Things explores religious materiality in a region marked by shifting boundaries, multiple beliefs, and trends toward religious
exclusivism. While most studies of religion in Southeast Asia
focus on doctrines or governmental policy, contributors to this
volume recognize that religious “things”—statues, talismans,
garments, even sacred automobiles—are crucial to worship, and
that they have a broad impact on social cohesion. By engaging
with religion in its tangible forms, faith communities reiterate
their essential narratives, allegiances, and boundaries, and negotiate their coexistence with competing belief systems. These
ethnographic and historical studies of Southeast Asia furnish
us with intriguing perspectives on wider debates concerning
the challenges of secularization, pluralism, and interfaith interactions around the world.
In this volume, contributors offer rich ethnographic analyses of religious practices in the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia,
Vietnam, Indonesia, and Burma that examine the roles materiality plays in the religious lives of Southeast Asians. These
essays demonstrate that religious materials are embedded in a
host of practices that enable the faithful to negotiate the often
tumultuous experience of living amid other believers. What
we see is that the call for plurality, often initiated by government, increases the importance of religious objects, as they are
the means by which the distinctiveness of a particular faith
is “fenced” in a field of competing religious discourses. This
project is called “the spirit of things” to evoke both the “aura” of
religious objects and the power of material things to manifest
“that which is fundamental” about faith and belief.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-758-3
220 pages, 7 x 10
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“By focusing on the material dimensions of
religious life, this stimulating volume sheds
new light on some important sources of
both creativity and conflict in Southeast
Asia. Through a fascinating range of cases,
the authors demonstrate the power of
things to provoke, facilitate, and constrain
people’s religious projects. This book is
the fruitful outcome of strong local knowledge brought to bear on questions of wide
interest across this complex region.”
—Webb Keane, University of Michigan
Contributors:
Julius
Bautista,
National
University of Singapore; Sandra Cate, San Jose
State University, California; Margaret Chan,
Singapore Management University; Liana
Chua, Brunel University, London; Cecilia S. de
la Paz, University of the Philippines (Diliman);
Alexandra de Mersan, Centre Asie du Sud-Est
(Paris) and Institut National des Langues et
Civilisations Orientales; Johan Fischer, Roskilde
University, Denmark; Janet Hoskins, University
of Southern California; Klemens Karlsson, KTH
Royal Institute of Technology, tockholm; Laurel
Kendall, American Museum of Natural History
and Columbia University, New York City; H.
Leedom Lefferts, Drew University and Asian
Civilisations Museum, Singapore; Nguyên Thi
Thu Huong, Academic Council of the National
Museum of History, Hanoi, and Vietnam
Museum of Ethnology; Anthony Reid, Australian
National University, University of California–Los
Angeles, and National University of Singapore;
Richard A. Ruth, United States Naval Academy;
Kenneth Sillander, University of Helsinki; Vu Thi
Thanh Tâm, Vietnam Museum of Ethnology; and
Yeoh Seng Guan, Monash University, Malaysia
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Demographic Change in Southeast
Asia
Recent Histories and Future Directions
Edited by Lindy Williams and Michael Philip
Guest

During the last half century, Southeast Asia has undergone tremendous social, political, and economic change. This volume
chronicles the extensive demographic transformations that have
accompanied those changes, documenting how public health
and other policy interventions contributed to rapid population
growth and how new patterns of settlement and migration
ensued. More recently, changing opportunities for young adults
have revolutionized marriage and fertility choices and raised
concerns about population aging.
The authors consider the recent demographic histories of
the region alongside government policies intended to manage
population growth rates; improve access to education, employment, and health services; influence levels of internal and international migration; and address environmental concerns. This
groundbreaking study of postcolonial Southeast Asia addresses
many of the contemporary demographic challenges facing the
citizens and governments of the increasingly mobile and globalized region of Southeast Asia.
Contributors: Sabrina Bonaparte, University of Washington-Seattle; Sara Curran, University of Washington-Seattle;
Noah Derman, deputy director at Development in Gardening
(Atlanta, GA ); Hongyun Fu, Population Services International (China); Bina Gubhaju, National University of Singapore;
Charles Hirschman, University of Washington-Seattle; Graeme
Hugo, University of Adelaide; Terence Hull, Australian National University; Gavin Jones, Australian National University and
National University of Singapore; Ghazy Mujahid, York Centre
for Asian Research (Canada) and former UN population policy
advisor; and Mark J. Vanlandingham, Tulane University

“The strength of this book is that it contains
a vast amount of useful information
regarding the long-term demographic
developments in the 11 Southeast Asian
countries. . . . This book is interesting and
full of valuable information. . . . a highly
recommended reading.”
—Institute of Developing Economies
“Southeast Asia is a region on the rise:
eleven countries of varied scales and
endowments acting increasingly in unison
on the international stage. This book adds
enormously to our understanding of the
populations involved and how they are
changing. To borrow from the motto of
Southeast Asia’s largest country, there is
here a ‘unity in diversity’ that accounts for
much of the region’s expanding vitality
and charm. To anyone who wants to
understand current demographic trends
in Southeast Asia and how they are likely
to affect the region’s future prosperity and
geopolitical role, I highly recommend this
book..”
—Adrian Hayes, Australian National
University

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-757-6
228 pages, 7 x 10
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Modern and Contemporary
Southeast Asian Art
An Anthology
Edited by Nor a A. Taylor and Boreth Ly

This anthology explores artistic practices and works from a
diverse and vibrant region. Scholars, critics, and curators offer
their perspectives on Southeast Asian art and artists, aiming not
to define the field but to Illuminate its changing nature and Its
Interactions with creative endeavors and histories originating
elsewhere. These essays examine a range of new and modern
work, from sculptures that Invoke post-conflict trauma In Cambodia to Thai art Installations that Invite audience participation
and thereby challenge traditional definitions of the “art obJect.”
In this way, the authors not only provide a lively stUdy of regional
art, but challenge and expand broad debates about international
and transnational art.

“In its scope and range of intellectual
interests, this volume is nothing short of
pathbreaklng in its approach to contemporary art in Southeast Asia, one of the most
exdtlng fields of inquiry today. Of special
interest is the broad methodological relevance of this volume to readers concerned
with anthropology, art history, visual
culture, religious studies, and political
sclence. I have no doubt that this volume
will be a seminal touchstone upon which
future studies of contemporary art in
Southeast Asia will be based. Provocative
in the best sense of the word, this collection of essays does much to complicate our
ever-evolvlng sense of what ‘contemporary
art’ means.”
—Joan Kee, University of Michigan at Ann
Arbor
“The anthology edited by Nora Taylor and
Boreth Ly emerges at a time when Southeast Asian contemporary art is gaining
increasing visibility on the global art stage.
. . . This volume serves as a reflective and
critical body of essays that illuminates
ways in which these developments may be
questioned and understood.”
—Journal of Asian Studies

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-756-9
280 pages, 7 x 10
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Glimpses of Freedom
Independent Cinema in Southeast Asia
Edited by May Adadol Ingawanij and Benjamin
McK ay

Since the late 1990s, a vivid new sphere of cinematic practice in
Southeast Asia has emerged and been identified as independent.
What exactly does this term mean in relation to the way films
and videos are made, and the way they look? How do issues of
festival circulation, piracy, technology, state and institutional
power, and spectatorship apply to practices of independent
cinema throughout the diverse region? The authors who speak
in this volume—contemporary filmmakers, critics, curators,
festival organizers—answer these questions. They describe and
analyze the emerging field of Southeast Asian cinema, which
they know firsthand and have helped create and foster.
Glimpses of Freedom is the outcome of a project collaboratively
conceived by a new generation of scholars of cinema in Southeast Asia, inspired by the growing domestic and international
visibility of notable films and videos from the region. Contributors include internationally esteemed independent filmmakers,
critics, and curators based in Southeast Asia, such as Hassan
Abd Muthalib, Alexis A. Tioseco, Chris Chong Chan Fui, and
John Torres. International scholars such as Benedict Anderson,
Benjamin McKay, May Adadol Ingawanij, and Gaik Cheng Khoo
contextualize and theorize Southeast Asia’s “independent film
cultures.” The interaction between practitioners and critics in
this volume illuminates a contemporary artistic field, clarifying its particular character and its vital contributions to cinema
worldwide.
Contributors: Benedict Anderson, Tilman Baumgärtel, R; Angie
Bexley, Chris Chong, Hassan Abd Muthalib, Eloisa May P. Hernandez, May Adadol Ingawanij, Gaik Cheng Khoo, Mariam Lam,
Benjamin McKay (1964–2010), Vinita Ramani Mohan, Alexis
A. Tioseco (1981–2009), John Torres, Chalida Uabumrungjit,
Jan Uhde, Yvonne Ng Uhde

“Glimpses of Freedom draws on a plurality of perspectives and hence styles of
writing and analysis in order to create what
feels like a dialogue between the various
authors . . . . Some of the authors’ frank
explanations regarding their implications
in their topics of study. . . lend their essays
the intimate perspective of primary
witnesses. In addition, the relatively short
length of the essays, resonating with the
title of the volume, give the reader provocative glimpses of independent Southeast
Asian filmmaking.”
—Journal of Asian Studies
“For the past decade, I have been trying
to understand the region’s cinema and
decide whether it has unique traits or if it’s
in a perpetual identity crisis. Was there
really a new movement around here?
‘Independence’ seems like a utopian word
amid the economic and political struggles
in Southeast Asia, but many of us practice
independence, partly out of necessity.
This book is a significant contribution in
both answering my questions about the
cinema around me and revealing to me a
glimpse of the future.”
—Apichatpong Weerasethakul, winner of
2010 Palme d’Or

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-755-2
260 pages, 7 x 10
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Student Activism in Malaysia
Crucible, Mirror, Sideshow
Meredith L . Weiss

This work traces the early rise and subsequent decline of politically effective student activism in Malaysia. During the 1970s,
the state embarked on a project of “intellectual containment”
that both suppressed ongoing mobilization of university students and delegitimized further activism. That project has been
notably successful in curbing student protest, erasing a legacy of
past engagement, and stemming the production of potentially
subversive new ideas. Innovative student proposals for reform
that were once sanctioned and even welcomed (within bounds)
are now illicit and discouraged, reflecting not only changes in
Malaysia’s political regime, but changes in the political culture
overall. This incisive study sheds new light on the dynamics of
mobilization and on the key role of students and universities in
postcolonial political development.
This analysis is based on extensive research, including interviews with dozens of past and present student activists and a
close study of archives, government reports, firsthand accounts,
and student publications extending over decades. Student Activism in Malaysia traces how higher education and student
activism have developed and interacted, beginning with the
start of tertiary education in early twentieth-century Singapore
and extending to present-day Malaysia. In the process, Weiss
calls into question the conventional wisdom that Malaysian
students—and Malaysians overall—have become “apathetic.”
The author demonstrates that this apparent state of apathy is
not inevitable, cultural, or natural, but is the outcome of a sustained project of pacification and depoliticization carried out by
an ambitiously developmental state.

“Because cohorts of university students
come and go, their experiences and memories are readily lost to history. This loss
is especially acute when the state seeks
to constrain student political life, as it has
in Malaysia. Meredith Weiss’s book works
against such generational amnesia and
intellectual containment by analyzing the
issues and struggles that have concerned
Malaysia’s student activists over the last
fifty years. She examines the myriad forces
that have made Malaysian campuses places of both political ferment and apathy.
This work not only reclaims the history of
student activism in Malaysia, it illuminates
how university students perform a peculiar
and vital social function internationally.”
—Thomas Williamson, St. Olaf College

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-754-5
308 pages, 7 x 10
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Political Authority and Provincial
Identity in Thailand
The Making of Banharn-buri
Yoshinori Nishizaki

Relying on extensive interviews, the author shows how Banharm’s constituents have developed a strong provincial identity based on their pride in his advancement of their province,
Suphanburi, which many now call “Banharm-buri,” the place of
Banharm. Yoshinori Nishizaki’s analysis challenges simplistic
perceptions of rural Thai voters and raises vital questions about
contemporary democracy in Thailand.
Yoshinori Nishizaki’s close and thorough examination of
the numerous public construction projects sponsored and even
personally funded by Banharn clearly illustrates this politician’s
canny abilities and tireless, meticulous oversight of his domain.
Banharn’s constituents are aware that Suphanburi was long
considered a “backward” province by other Thais—notably the
Bangkok elite. Suphanburians hold the neglectful central government responsible for their province’s former sorry condition
and humiliating reputation. Banharn has successfully identified
himself as the antithesis to the inefficient central state by promoting rapid “development” and advertising his own role in
that development through well-publicized donations, public ceremonies, and visits to the sites of new buildings and highways.
Much standard literature on rural politics and society in
Thailand and other democratizing countries in Southeast Asia
would categorize this politician as a typical “strongman,” the
boss of a semiviolent patronage network that squeezes votes
out of the people. That standard analysis would utterly fail to
recognize and understand the grassroots realities of Suphanburi
that Nishizaki has captured in his study. This compassionate,
well-grounded analysis challenges simplistic perceptions of
rural Thai voters and raises vital questions about contemporary
democracy in Thailand.

“Here is the story of Banharm Silpa-archa,
the former PM and arch-electocrat of
Thai politics, told by a scholar whose extensive field research and critical sympathy
have enabled him to capture the complexity of Banharn’s talents and enduring reign.
As Nishizaki demonstrates, Banharn’s
success in the province of Suphanburi
(a.k.a. Banharn-buri) was not built on a
sleazy mix of guns, goons, and gold, but
constructed through careful cultivation
of a proud provincial identity and the targeted reallocation of state resources. This
study by a political anthropologist attuned
to the voices of Banharn’s rural constituents challenges all facile put-downs of
Thai provincial voters as duped country
bumpkins and charts a new direction for
Thai political analysis.”
—Kasian Tejapira, Thammasat University

Yoshinor Nishizaki is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the National University of Singapore.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727753-8
280 pages, 7 x 10
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Vietnam and the West
Edited by Wynn Wilcox

This sound interpretation of Vietnamese cultural attitudes
contends that a major reason for American difficulties in Viet-Nam has been the failure to appreciate how wide the gulf is
between Viet-Nam and the West. Professor Smith first describes
Vietnamese political and social traditions and shows how they
were challenged by the West after 1858. He examines Viet-Nam’s
search for independence and modernization in the first half of
this century, contrasts the two governments of the partitioned
country during the years 1954-1963, and stresses the critical
need to reassess attitudes toward Viet-Nam. His sophisticated,
ambitious survey of Viet-Nam history will have a lasting value
that sets it apart from the scores of ephemeral books on this
country.
R alph Smith is Lecturer in the History of South East Asia
in the School of Oriental and African Studies at the University
of London.

“Vietnam and the West is a smart, ambitious . . . collection . . . . [that] manages to
unearth nuanced historical nuggets complicating the internal/external binaries and
domestic/foreign relationship perceptions
of nearly all previous Vietnamese historical
scholarship.”
—South East Asian Research
“The rich interdisciplinary essays that make
up this important volume fundamentally
rethink the place of ‘the West’ as an
imagined and real presence in the Vietnamese past and present. Their expansive
chronological and topical range—from
sixteenth-century Vietnamese Catholic
literati to contemporary victims of Agent
Orange—reveals the complex processes
through which myriad translocal
vernaculars have emerged in Vietnam over
the last five hundred years. A splendid
achievement.”
—Mark Philip Bradley, University of
Chicago

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-752-1
224 pages, 7 x 10
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Cultures at War
The Cold War and Cultural Expression in
Southeast Asia
Edited by Tony Day and Maya H. T. Liem

The Cold War in Southeast Asia was a many-faceted conflict,
driven by regional historical imperatives as much as by the
contest between global superpowers. The essays in this book
offer the most detailed and probing examination to date of the
cultural dimension of the Cold War in Southeast Asia. Southeast Asian culture from the late 1940s to the late 1970s was
primarily shaped by a long-standing search for national identity
and independence, which took place in the context of intense
rivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union, with
the Peoples’ Republic of China emerging in 1949 as another
major international competitor for influence in Southeast Asia.
Based on fieldwork in Burma, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam, the essays in
this collection analyze the ways in which art, literature, film,
theater, spectacle, physical culture, and the popular press
represented Southeast Asian responses to the Cold War and
commemorated that era’s violent conflicts long after tensions
had subsided. Southeast Asian cultural reactions to the Cold
War involved various solutions to the dilemmas of the newly
independent nation-states of the region. What is common to all
of the perspectives and works examined in this book is that they
expressed social and aesthetic concerns that both antedated and
outlasted the Cold War, ones that never became simply aligned
with the ideologies of either bloc.
Contributors: Francisco B. Benitez, University of Washington;
Bo Bo, Burmese writer (SOAS, University of London); Michael
Bodden, University of Victoria; Simon Creak, Australian National University; Gaik Cheng Khoo, Australian National University;
Rachel Harrison, SOAS, University of London; Barbara Hatley,
University of Tasmania; Boitran Huynh-Beattie, Asiarta Foundation; Jennifer Lindsay, Australian National University

“Cultures at War balances the study of
popular and high culture with the larger
historical contexts with thoroughness and
clarity. The contributors examine the interplay of Cold War ideological conflicts with
aspirations for non-alignment, structural
bipolarity with individual pluralism, and
post-colonial legacies with nationalist
aspirations as manifested in various forms
of art, literature, theatre, film and other
forms of culture in Southeast Asia. . . .
The volume will be a touchstone work for
future research on the cultural dimensions
of the Cold War in Southeast Asia. It is an
important and stimulating contribution to
the scholarship on Cold War histories and
Southeast Asian Studies.”
—Pacific Affairs
“Cultures at War signals the beginning of
a new cold war historiography. This is a
seminal work, which pulls together the
contributions of area studies’ regional perspectives and cultural studies’ ideological
critique.”
—Wacana

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-751-4
304 pages , 7 x 10
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State of Authority
State in Society in Indonesia
Edited by Gerry Van Klinken

A major realignment is taking place in the way we understand
the state in Indonesia. New studies on local politics, ethnicity,
the democratic transition, corruption, Islam, popular culture,
and other areas hint at novel concepts of the state, though often
without fully articulating them. This book captures several
dimensions of this shift. One reason for the new thinking is a
fresh wind that has altered state studies generally. People are
posing new kinds of questions about the state and developing
new methodologies to answer them. Another reason for this
shift is that Indonesia itself has changed, probably more than
most people recognize. It looks more democratic, but also
more chaotic and corrupt, than it did during the militaristic
New Order of 1966–1998. State of Authority offers a range of
detailed case studies based on fieldwork in many different settings around the archipelago. The studies bring to life figures
of authority who have sought to carve out positions of power
for themselves using legal and illegal means. These figures
include village heads, informal slum leaders, district heads,
parliamentarians, and others. These individuals negotiate in
settings where the state is evident and where it is discussed:
coffee houses, hotel lounges, fishing waters, and street-side
stalls. These case studies, and the broader trend in scholarship
of which they are a part, allow for a new theorization of the state
in Indonesia that more adequately addresses the complexity of
political life in this vast archipelago nation. State of Authority
demonstrates that the state of Indonesia is not monolithic, but
is constituted from the ground up by a host of local negotiations
and symbolic practices.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-750-7
232 pages, 7 x 10
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Phan Chau Trinh and His Political
Writings
Phan Chau Trinh
Edited by Vinh Sinh

Phan Chau Trinh (1872-1926) was the earliest proponent of democracy and popular rights in Vietnam. Throughout his life, he
favored a moderate approach to political change and advised the
country’s leaders to seek gradual progress for Vietnam within
the French colonial system. Unlike many of his contemporaries, he did not favor anti-French military alliances or insurgent
military resistance, arguing that “to depend on foreign help is
foolish and to resort to violence is self-destructive.” As a result of
his exposure to Chinese reformist literature, Phan Chau Trinh
assigned top priority to promoting democracy and human rights
and to improving Vietnamese people’s lives. He believed that
true independence could only be achieved by changing the
Vietnamese political culture, and he articulated penetrating
criticism of the corruption and superficiality of Vietnam’s
officials. His emphasis on changing the fundamental values
governing the ruling class’s behavior, as well as his skepticism
regarding anticolonial resistance, set Phan Chau Trinh apart
from his contemporaries and mark him as a true revolutionary.
Vinh Sinh’s masterly introduction to Phan Chau Trinh’s essays
illuminate both this turbulent era and the courageous intelligence of the author.

$20.95 paperback 978-0-87727-749-1
152 pages, 7 x 10
C O R N E L L P R E S S .C O R N E L L . E D U
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Dependent Communities
Aid and Politics in Cambodia and East Timor
Caroline Hughes

Dependent Communities investigates the political situations
in contemporary Cambodia and East Timor, where powerful
international donors intervened following deadly civil conflicts.
This comparative analysis critiques international policies that
focus on rebuilding state institutions to accommodate the global
market. In addition, it explores the dilemmas of politicians in
Cambodia and East Timor who struggle to satisfy both wealthy
foreign benefactors and constituents at home-groups whose
interests frequently conflict. Hughes argues that the policies
of Western aid organizations tend to stif le active political
engagement by the citizens of countries that have been torn
apart by war. The neoliberal ideology promulgated by United
Nations administrations and other international NGOs advocates state sovereignty, but in fact “sovereignty” is too flimsy
a foundation for effective modern democratic politics. The
result is an oppressive peace that tends to rob survivors and
former resistance fighters of their agency and aspirations for
genuine postwar independence. In her study of these two cases,
Hughes demonstrates that the clientelist strategies of Hun Sen,
Cambodia’s postwar leader, have created a shadow network of
elites and their followers that has been comparatively effective in
serving the country’s villages, even though so often coercive and
corrupt. East Timor’s postwar leaders, on the other hand, have
alienated voters by attempting to follow the guidelines of the
donors closely and ignoring the immediate needs and voices of
the people. Dependent Communities offers a searing analysis of
contemporary international aid strategies based on the author’s
years of fieldwork in Cambodia and East Timor.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-748-4
275 pages, 7 x 10
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A Man Like Him
Portrait of the Burmese Journalist, Journal
Kyaw U Chit Maung
Kyaw Ma Ma L ay
Tr ansl ated by Ma Thanegi

The story of eight years in the brief life of Journal Kyaw U Chit
Maung, a courageous Burmese journalist and editor. His political analyses helped guide the nation during a turbulent era
marked by internal struggles to establish a democracy independent of Britain in the late 1930s and the Japanese Occupation of
the 1940s. The memoir is written by U Chit Maung’s wife, Journal Kyaw Ma Ma Lay, a resilient woman whose deep admiration
and love for her uncompromising husband are captured here.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-747-7
205 pages, 7 x 10
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At the Edge of the Forest
Essays on Cambodia, History, and Narrative in
Honor of David Chandler
Edited by Anne Ruth Hansen

Inspired by David Chandler’s groundbreaking work on Cambodian attempts to find order in the aftermath of turmoil, these
essays explore Cambodian history using a rich variety of sources that cast light on Khmer perceptions of violence, wildness,
and order, examining the “forest” and cultured space, and the
fraught “edge” where they meet.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-746-0
251 pages, 7 x 10
36

C H A N G I N G T H E F I E L D O F S O U T H E A S T A S I A N S T U D I E S O N E B O O K AT A T I M E

Early Southeast Asia
Selected Essays
O. W. Walters
Edited by Cr aig J. Reynolds

A collection of the classic essays of O. W. Wolters, reflecting his
radiant and meticulous lifelong study of premodern Southeast
Asia, its literature, trade, government, and vanished cities. Included is an intellectual biography by the editor, which covers
Wolters’s professional lives as a member of the Malayan Civil
Service and, later, as a scholar. This volume displays the extraordinary range of Oliver Wolters’s work in early Indonesian,
Vietnamese, Cambodian, and Thai history.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-743-9
236 pages, 7 x 10
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Thailand
The Politics of Despotic Paternalism
Thak Chaloemtiar ana

In 1958, Marshal Sarit Thanarat became prime minister of
Thailand following a bloodless coup. This book offers a comprehensive study of Sarit’s paternalistic, militaristic regime,
which laid the foundations for Thailand’s support of the US
military campaign in Southeast Asia. The analysis documents
the ways in which Sarit shaped modern Thai politics, in part by
rationalizing a symbiotic relationship between his own office
and the Thai monarchy.

Thak Chaloemtiar ana is retired from the Department of
Asian Studies, and as Director of the Southeast Asia Program
in 2010. He retains appointments in the Graduate School in
the fields of Asian literature, religion and culture, and Asian
Studies. He continues to serve on graduate student committees and teaches the Thailand country seminar with Professor
Tamara Loos.

“This book was written more than thirty
years ago and has recently been reissued—
In some ways this book is more relevant in
the light of recent events.”
—Asian Affairs

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-742-2
284 pages, 7 x 10
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Laskar Jihad
Islam, Militancy, and the Quest for Identity in
Post-New Order Indonesia
Noorhaidi Hasan

An in-depth study of the militant Islamic Laskar Jihad movement and its links to international Muslim networks and ideological debates. This analysis is grounded in extensive research
and interviews with Salafi leaders and activists who supported
jihad throughout the Moluccas.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-740-8
274 pages, 7 x 10
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Possessed by the Spirits
Mediumship in Contemporary Vietnamese
Communities
Edited by K aren Fjelstad

The essays in this volume examine the resurgence of the Mother
Goddess religion among contemporary Vietnamese following
the economic “Renovation” period in Vietnam. Anthropologists
explore the forces that compel individuals to become mediums
and the social repercussions of their decisions and interactions.

$20.95 paperback 978-0-87727-141-3
192 pages, 7 x 10
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The Industry of Marrying
Europeans
Vu Trong Phung
Tr ansl ated by Thuy Tr anviet

This work by Vu Trong Phung, written in the 1930s, reports
and expands on the author’s meetings with North Vietnamese
women who had made an “industry” of marrying European men.
The Industry of Marrying Europeans is notable for its sharp observations, pointed humor, and unconventional mix of nonfictional
and fictional narration, as well as its attention to voice: Vu Trong
Phung records the French-Vietnamese pidgin dialect spoken
by these couples. This prolific writer died at age twenty-seven,
leaving behind one of the most impressive bodies of work in
modern Vietnamese literature.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-140-6
74 pages, 7 x 10
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Spirited Politics
Religion and Public Life in Contemporary
Southeast Asia
Edited by Kenneth M. George and Andrew C.
Willford

The essays in Spirited Politics throw light on predicaments that
spring from the intersection of religion, ethnicity, and nationalism in contemporary Southeast Asian public life. Covering material from Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, and the Philippines,
the contributors explore the calamities and ironies of Southeast
Asian identity politics, examining the ways in which religion and
politics are made to serve each other.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-737-8
210 pages, 7 x 10
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Beyond Oligarchy
Wealth, Power, and Contemporary Indonesian
Politics
Edited by Michelle Ford & Thomas B. Pepinsky

Beyond Oligarchy is a collection of essays by leading scholars of
contemporary Indonesian politics and society, each addressing
effects of material inequality on political power and contestation
in democratic Indonesia. The contributors assess how critical
concepts in the study of politics—oligarchy, inequality, power,
democracy, and others—can be used to characterize the Indonesian case, and in turn, how the Indonesian experience informs
conceptual and analytical debates in political science and related
disciplines. In bringing together experts from around the world
to engage with these themes, Beyond Oligarchy reclaims a tradition of focused intellectual debate across scholarly communities
in Indonesian studies.
The collapse of Indonesia’s New Order has proven a critical
juncture in Indonesian political studies, launching new analyses
about the drivers of regime change and the character of Indonesian democracy. It has also prompted a new groundswell of
theoretical reflection among Indonesianists on concepts such
as representation, competition, power, and inequality. As such,
the onset of Indonesia’s second democratic period represents
more than just new point of departure for comparative analyses
of Indonesia as a democratizing state; it has also served as a
catalyst for theoretical and conceptual development.
Michele Ford is Professor of Southeast Asian Studies and Director of the Sydney Southeast Asia Centre at the University of
Sydney, where she holds an Australian Research Council Future
Fellowship. She is the author of Workers and Intellectuals.
Thomas B. Pepinsky is Associate Professor of Government at Cornell University and Associate Director of the Cornell Modern
Indonesia Project. He is the author of Economic Crises and the
Breakdown of Authoritarian Regimes.

CO R N E L L M O D E R N I N D O N E S I A P R OJ E C T

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-303-5
192 pages, 7 x 10

“A brilliant and very useful collection in
which advocates of the major theses in
Australian and American scholarship on
Indonesian democratization both present
and reflect on their focus on oligarchic
versus liberal and plural tendencies. A
must-read also in wider circles and for
those who try alternative perspectives.”—
Olle Tornquist, University of Oslo
At long last, leading experts on Indonesian politics are arguing with each other
again. At the heart of this new debate is
the importance of material inequality and
extreme wealth concentration in shaping
the character of Indonesian politics. Beyond Oligarchy collects a series of first-rate
essays that both express the power and
explore the limitations of analyses that
portray the fusion of wealth and domination as the defining deficiency of Indonesian democracy. In so doing, Ford and
Pepinsky boldly break down conventional
barriers to scholarly conversations about
the most pressing issues and developments in Indonesian political life. Beyond
Oligarchy definitively sets a new tone—and
arguably sets a new standard—for the
study of Indonesian politics after Suharto.”—Dan Slater, University of Chicago,
author of Ordering Power
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Producing Indonesia
The State of the Field of Indonesian Studies
Edited by Eric Tagliacozzo

The 26 scholars contributing to this volume have helped shape
the field of Indonesian studies over the last three decades. They
represent a broad geographic background—Indonesia, the
Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Australia, the United States,
Canada—and have studied in a wide array of key disciplines—
anthropology, history, linguistics and literature, government
and politics, art history, and ethnomusicology. Together they
reflect on the “arc of our field,” the development of Indonesian
studies over recent tumultuous decades. They consider what
has been achieved and what still needs to be accomplished as
they interpret the groundbreaking works of their predecessors
and colleagues.
This volume is the product of a lively conference sponsored
by Cornell University, with contributions revised following those
interactions. Not everyone sees the development of Indonesian
studies in the same way. Yet one senses—and this collection
confirms—that disagreements among its practitioners have
fostered a vibrant, resilient intellectual community. Contributors discuss photography and the creation of identity, the power
of ethnic pop music, cross-border influences on Indonesian
contemporary art, violence in the margins, and the shadows
inherent in Indonesian literature. These various perspectives
illuminate a diverse nation in flux and provide direction for its
future exploration.

$23.95 paperback 978-0-87727-302-8
374 pages, 7 x 10
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OPUSCULUM DE SECTIS APUD SINENSES
ET TUNKINENSES
A Small Treatise on the Sects among the Chinese and
Tonkinese
Father Adriano di St. Thecla
$23.95 PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-732-3

HISTORY, CULTURE, AND REGION IN
SOUTHEAST ASIAN PERSPECTIVES
Revised Edition
O. W. Wolters
$22.95 PAPERBACK

978-0-87727-725-5

FEAR AND SANCTUARY
Burmese Refugees in Thailand
Hazel J. Lang
$23.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-731-6

FAIR LAND SARAWAK
Some Recollections of an Expatriate Officer
Alastair Morrison
$29.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-712-5

THE SYMBOLISM OF THE STUPA
Revised Edition
Adrian Snodgrass
$26.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-700-2

THE POLITICAL LEGACY OF AUNG SAN
Revised Edition
Edited by Josef Silverstein
$20.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-128-4

NO OTHER ROAD TO TAKE
The Memoirs of Mrs. Nguyen Thi Dinh
Nguyen Thi Dinh
Translated by Mai Eliot
$13.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-102-4

BEGINNING INDONESIAN THROUGH
SELF-INSTRUCTION
Preface, Instructions, Key, Glossary, Index
Third Revised Edition
John Wolff, Dede Oetomo, & Daniel
Fietkiewicz
$20.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-530-5
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INDONESIAN READINGS
John Wolff
$20.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-517-6

INDONESIAN CONVERSATIONS
John Wolff
$20.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-516-9

FORMAL INDONESIAN
John Wolff
$20.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-515-2

PILIPINO THROUGH SELF-INSTRUCTION
John Wolff, Maria Theresa C. Centeno & DerHwa V. Rau
$26.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-527-5

A.U.A. LANGUAGE CENTER THAI COURSE
Book 1
J. Marvin Brown
$18.95

A.U.A. LANGUAGE CENTER THAI COURSE
Book 2
J. Marvin Brown
$18.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-507-7

A.U.A. LANGUAGE CENTER THAI COURSE
Book 3
J. Marvin Brown
$18.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-5078-4

CAMBODIAN SYSTEM OF WRITING AND
BEGINNING READER
Franklin E. Huffman
$23.95
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MODERN SPOKEN CAMBODIAN
Franklin E. Huffman, Charan Promchan,
and Chlom-Rak Thong Lambert
$23.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-521-3

INTERMEDIATE CAMBODIAN READER
Edited by Franklin E. Huffman
$23.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-522-0

CAMBODIAN LITERARY READER AND
GLOSSARY
Edited by Franklin E. Huffman and Im
Proum
$23.95

INTERMEDIATE SPOKEN VIETNAMESE
Tran Trong Hai and Franklin E. Huffman
$18.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-500-8

PROTO-AUSTRONESIAN PHONOLOGY
WITH GLOSSARY
John U. Wolff
$32.95
$29.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-532-9 VOL. 1
PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-533-6 VOL. 2

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-523-7

WHITE HMONG-ENGLISH DICTIONARY
Ernest E. Heimbach
$23.95

PAPERBACK 978-0-87727-075-1
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