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Enlightenment and the Gasping
City
Mongolian Buddhism at a Time of
Environmental Disarray
Saskia Abrahms-K avunenko

With air pollution now intimately affecting every resident of
Ulaanbaatar, the capital of Mongolia, Saskia Abrahms-Kavunenko seeks to understand how, as a physical constant throughout
the winter months, the murky and obscuring nature of air pollution has become an active part of Mongolian religious and ritual
life. Enlightenment and the Gasping City identifies air pollution as
a boundary between the physical and the immaterial, showing
how air pollution impresses itself on the urban environment as
stagnation and blur. She explores how air pollution and related
phenomena exist in dynamic tension with Buddhist ideas and
practices concerning purification, revitalisation and enlightenment. By focusing on light, its intersections and its oppositions,
she illuminates Buddhist practices and beliefs as they interact
with the pressing urban issues of air pollution, post-socialist
economic vacillations, urban development, nationalism, and
climate change.

“Enlightenment and the Gasping City is
the best book I have read on the revival
of Buddhism—or even more broadly—of
religion in contemporary Mongolia.”
—Johan Elverskog, author of Buddhism and
Islam on the Silk Road
“Saskia Abrahms-Kavunenko successfully
captures core aspects of religious life in
Mongolia at a key stage in its post-communist transition.”
—Martin Mills, author of Identity, Ritual and
State in Tibetan Buddhism

Dr. Saskia Abr ahms-K avunenko is a Teaching Fellow at
New York University, Shanghai and an Associate at the Max
Planck Institute for Social Anthropology.
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Narkomania
Addiction Imaginary at Peace and War
Jennifer Carroll

Against the backdrop of a post-Soviet state set aflame by geopolitical conflict and violent revolution, Narkomania considers
whether substance use disorders are everywhere the same and
whether our responses to drug use presuppose what kind of
people those who use drugs really are. Jennifer J. Carroll’s ethnography is a story about public health and international efforts
to quell the spread of HIV. Carroll focuses on Ukraine where the
prevalence of HIV among people who use drugs is higher than
in parts of sub-Saharan Africa and unpacks the arguments and
myths surrounding medication-assisted treatment (MAT) in
Ukraine. What she presents in Narkomania forces us to question
drug policy, its uses, and its effects on “normal” citizens.
Carroll uses her findings to explore what people who use
drugs can teach us about the contemporary societies emerging in post-Soviet space. With examples of how MAT has been
politicized, how drug use has been tied to ideas of “good” citizenship, and how vigilantism towards people who use drugs
has occurred, Narkomania details the cultural and historical
backstory of the situation in Ukraine. Carroll reveals how global
efforts supporting MAT in Ukraine allow the ideas surrounding
MAT, drug use, and HIV to resonate more broadly into international politics and echo into the heart of the Ukrainian public.
Jennifer J. Carroll is Assistant Professor of Anthropology
at Elon University and Adjunct Assistant Professor of Medicine
at Brown University.
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“Narkomania is an innovative book that
asks us to rethink everything we know
about addiction and statebuilding. It is a
poignant, occasionally furious look at how
drug policies meant to help drug users in
fact do great violence to them.”
—Elizabeth Dunn, Indiana University,
Bloomington, author of No Path Home
“Narkomania makes a fascinating contribution to anthropologies of global and public
health. By following ‘addiction imaginaries’
across broad contexts, Jennifer Carroll
moves addiction studies from the clinic
into local, regional, and national politics,
and personal meanings. This is crucial
reading for anyone interested in the
embeddedness of addiction in politics and
everyday life.”
—Tomas Matza, University of Pittsburgh,
author of Shock Therapy

The Democracy Development
Machine
Neoliberalism, Radical Pessimism, and
Authoritarian Populism in Mayan Guatemala
Nicholas Copeland

Nicholas Copeland sheds new light on rural politics in Guatemala and across neoliberal and post-conflict settings in The
Democracy Development Machine. This historical ethnography
examines how governmentalized spaces of democracy and development fell short, enabling and disfiguring an ethnic Mayan
resurgence.
In a passionate and politically engaged book, Copeland
argues that the transition to democracy in Guatemalan Mayan
communities has led to a troubling paradox. He finds that while
liberal democracy is celebrated in most of the world as the ideal,
it can subvert political desires and channel them into illiberal
spaces. As a result, Copeland explores alternative ways of imagining liberal democracy and economic and social amelioration
in a traumatized and highly unequal society as it strives to transition from war and authoritarian rule to open elections and
free-market democracy.
The Democracy Development Machine follows Guatemala’s
transition, reflects on Mayan involvement in politics during and
after the conflict, and provides novel ways to link democratic
development with economic and political development.

“The Democracy Development Machine is
a fantastic book. It’s exactly what political
ethnography should be—insightful,
analytically rigorous, ethnographically rich,
and provocative.”
—Jennifer Burrell, SUNY-Albany, author of
Maya After War

Nichol as Copel and is Assistant Professor of American
Indian Studies at Virginia Tech. He is an H. F. Guggenheim
Fellow and co-author of The World of Wal-Mart.
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The Act of Living
Street Life, Marginality, and Development in
Urban Ethiopia
Marco Di Nunzio

According to the World Bank, Ethiopia has one of the fastest
growing economies in Africa, yet it is also one of the poorest
African countries. Marco Di Nunzio’s analysis of two street
hustlers in Ethiopia offers an incredible insight to the ongoing
debates about the success or failure of African nation states.
Replete with fascinating characters, multi-layered narratives,
and alternative definitions of success, The Act of Living uncovers
the livelihoods and expectations of those at the edge of Ethiopia’s
success in recent times.
Di Nunzio’s ethnography examines the relationship between
desires, expectations, and success through the uncomfortable
and messy realities of those who are supposed to be the ultimate
beneficiaries of economic growth: the urban poor. Di Nunzio
follows the life trajectories of two men he calls “Haile” and “Ibrahim,” observing them as they grow up in the Ethiopian capital
Addis Ababa, enter the street economy to get by, and through
their quest for a better life. From their perspective, economic
growth and development hinder, not harness, their desires for
social improvement. For them, and many others, economic
growth has exacerbated patterns of social exclusion.
By narrating Haile and Ibrahim’s lives, The Act of Living
explores how and why development fails the poor, how marginality is understood and acted upon in a time of promise, and
why poor people’s claims for open-endedness can lead to better
and more just alternative futures. Tying together anthropology,
African studies, political science, and urban studies, Di Nunzio
takes readers on a bold exploration of the meaning of economic
success, empowerment, marginality, and street life.
Marco Di Nunzio is Lecturer in the Anthropology of Africa
at the University of Birmingham, United Kingdom.
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“Marco Di Nunzio has written an outstanding and inspiring piece of scholarship
and is on his way to becoming a leading
voice in Ethiopian studies. Di Nunzio is
to be congratulated on this anthropology
of street life that adds rich stories to
ethnographic narrative.”
—Tobias Hagmann, editor of Aid and
Authoritarianism in Africa
“The Act of Living is an ethnographically
rich book, clearly informed by years of
careful, meticulous fieldwork and strong
links of sociality and trust between the
author and his informants.”
—Jon Schubert, author of Working the
System
“Masterful. Challenging existing accounts
that criticize neoliberalism, the book
eschews simple binaries, showing instead
how ‘acts of living’, although unable to
slough off constraints, help to withstand
and transcend them.”
—Deborah James, author of Money from
Nothing
“The Act of Living is one of the most
thoughtful and insightful books written
about contemporary Ethiopia in recent
years.”
—Shimelis Bonsa Gulema, Stony Brook
University

Divorcing Traditions
Islamic Marriage Law and the Making of
Indian Secularism
K atherine Lemons

Divorcing Traditions is an ethnography of Islamic legal expertise
and practices in India, a secular state in which Muslims are a
significant minority and where Islamic judgments are not legally
binding. Katherine Lemons argues that an analysis of divorce in
accordance with Islamic strictures is critical to the understand
of Indian secularism.
Lemons analyzes four marital dispute adjudication forums
run by Muslim jurists or lay Muslims to show that religious
law does not muddle the categories of religion and law but generates them. Drawing on ethnographic and archival research
conducted in these four institutions—NGO-run women’s arbitration centers (mahila panchayats); sharia courts (dar ul-qazas);
a Muslim jurist’s authoritative legal opinions ( fatwas); and the
practice of what a Muslim legal expert (mufti) calls “spiritual
healing”—Divorcing Traditions shows how secularism is an ongoing project that seeks to establish and maintain an appropriate
relationship between religion and politics. A secular state is
always secularizing. And yet, as Lemons demonstrates, the state
is not the only arbiter of the relationship between religion and
law: religious legal forums help to constitute the categories of
private and public, religious and secular upon which secularism
relies. In the end, because Muslim legal expertise and practice are central to the Indian legal system and because Muslim
divorce’s contested legal status marks a crisis of the secular
distinction between religion and law, Muslim divorce, argues
Lemons, is a key site for understanding Indian secularism.

“Katherine Lemons has written a powerful
and compelling book that reshapes our
understanding of secularism, Muslim law,
and divorce in contemporary India.”
—Rachel Sturman, Bowdoin College, and
author of The Government of Social Life in
Colonial India

K atherine Lemons is Assistant Professor of Anthropology
at McGill University.
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Rethinking Diabetes
Entanglements with Trauma, Poverty, and HIV
Emily Mendenhall
foreword by Mark Nichter

In Rethinking Diabetes, Emily Mendenhall investigates how
global and local factors transform how diabetes is perceived,
experienced, and embodied from place to place. Mendenhall
argues that the link between sugar and diabetes overshadows
the ways in which underlying biological processes linking
hunger, oppression, trauma, unbridled stress, and chronic
mental distress produce diabetes. The life history narratives
in the book show how deeply embedded these factors are in
the ways diabetes is experienced and (re)produced among poor
communities around the world.
Rethinking Diabetes focuses on the stories of women living
with diabetes near or below the poverty line in urban settings in
the United States, India, South Africa, and Kenya. Mendenhall
shows how women’s experiences of living with diabetes cannot
be dissociated from their social responsibilities of caregiving,
demanding family roles, expectations, and gendered experiences
of violence that often displace their ability to care for themselves
first. These case studies reveal the ways in which a global story of
diabetes overlooks the unique social, political, and cultural factors that produce syndemic diabetes differently across contexts.
From the case studies, Rethinking Diabetes clearly provides
some important parallels for scholars to consider: significant
social and economic inequalities, health systems that are a mix
of public and private (with substandard provisions for low-income patients), and rising diabetes incidence and prevalence.
At the same time, Mendenhall asks us to unpack how social,
cultural, and epidemiological factors shape people’s experiences
and why we need to take these differences seriously when we
think about what drives diabetes and how it affects the lives of
the poor.
Emily Mendenhall is Associate Professor of Global Health at
the Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service at Georgetown
University.
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“Emily Mendenhall’s rich case studies—introducing each chapter in Rethinking
Diabetes—offer forceful illustrations of the
interplay of social and biological worlds.”
—Lenore Manderson, The University of the
Witwatersrand, author of Surface Tensions

“Emily Mendenhall critically explores
how global health is confronting the
rising prevalence of diabetes in the face
of poverty, crippled health care systems,
and HIV/AIDS. Her approach transcends
epidemiological associations and paves
the way for consideration of similar
entanglements of disease, poverty, and
local experience.”
—Janet McGrath, Case Western Reserve
University

Research as Development
Biomedical Research, Ethics, and
Collaboration in Sri Lanka
Salla Sariola and Bob Simpson

In Research as Development, Salla Sariola and Bob Simpson show
how international collaboration operates in a setting that is typically portrayed as “resource-poor” and “scientifically lagging.”
Based on their long-term fieldwork in Sri Lanka, Sariola and
Simpson bring into clear ethnographic focus the ways international scientific collaborations feature prominently in the pursuit
of global health in which research operates “as” development
and not merely “for” it.
The authors follow the design, inception, and practice of
two clinical trials: one a global health charity funded trial and
the other a pharmaceutical industry-sponsored trial. Research
as Development situates these two trials within their historical,
political and cultural contexts and thus counters the idea that
local actors are merely passive recipients of new technical and
scientific rationalities.
While social studies of clinical trials are beginning to be an
established niche in academic writing, Research as Development
helps fill important gaps in the literature through its examination of clinical research situated in cultures in low-income
settings. It is noteworthy for the way it highlights the critical
and creative role that local researchers play in establishing international collaborations and making them work into locally
viable forms. The volume shows how these clinical and research
interactions bring about changes in culture, technologies and
expertise in Sri Lanka, contexts that have not previously been
written about in any detail.

“Research as Development illustrates how
concepts taken for granted by ethics
boards, biomedical researchers and even
anthropologists—ethics, collaboration,
research itself—are contingent and
negotiated, constitute and constituted by
research worlds and networks.”
—Crystal Biruk, Oberlin College, author of
Cooking Data
“Research as Development, a dynamic
contribution to the sub-field of the anthropology of clinical trials, offers an astute
study of what it means to work together
now that the global rise of bioethics has
carved out a space for anthropologists.”
—Ayo Wahlberg, University of
Copenhagen, author of Good Quality

Sall a Sariol a is Senior Lecturer in Sociology at University
of Helsinki, Finland. She is the author of Gender and Sexuality
and the coordinating editor of Science and Technology Studies.
Bob Simpson is a Professor of Anthropology at the University
of Durham whose research focuses on Bioethics, Biomedicine,
and Biotechnologies.
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Architects
Portraits of a Practice
Thomas Yarrow

What is creativity? What is the relationship between work life
and personal life? How is it possible to live truthfully in a world
of contradiction and compromise? These deep and deeply personal questions spring to the fore in Thomas Yarrow’s vivid
exploration of the life of architects. Yarrow takes us inside the
world of architects, showing us the anxiety, exhilaration, hope,
idealism, friendship, conflict, and the personal commitments
that feed these acts of creativity.
Architects rethinks “creativity,” demonstrating how it happens in everyday practice. It highlights how the pursuit of good
architecture, relates to the pursuit of a good life in intimate and
individually specific ways. And it reveals the surprising and
routine social negotiations through which designs and buildings
are actually made.
Thomas Yarrow is a social anthropologist whose work focuses
on the social life of expertise. He is particularly interested in
everyday interactions through which professional knowledge
is produced, the personal and ideological commitments that
propel this work, and the routine ethical dilemmas that arise.
For Architects, Yarrow turned his attention to the lives and work
of ten architects who comprise the Millar Howard Workshop,
an architectural firm in the Cotswolds, UK. Yarrow is also the
author of Development Beyond Politics, and the co-author of
Detachment, Differentiating Development, and Archaeology and
Anthropology.

E X P E R T I S E : C U LT U R E S A N D T E C H N O L O G I E S O F K N O W L E D G E
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“A beautiful description of the struggle and
doubts of the design process, Yarrow’s
anthropological gaze is enchanted by the
practice office that represents a way of life,
contains bits of everything, and has little
room for more. Architects is one of the
most generous books I have read.”
—Prue Chiles
“Architects is an insightful anthropological
study of architects at work. There are
amazing ethnographic descriptions of
architectural work throughout.”
—Albena Yaneva, University of
Manchester, and author of The Making of
a Building
“Thomas Yarrow’s book is extremely
valuable and opens up anthropological
writing to folks who aren’t already a part of
the conversation. Anyone will be able to
read and relate to Architects.”
—Keith M. Murphy, University of California,
Irvine, and author of Swedish Design

Mercenaries and Missionaries
Capitalism and Catholicism in the Global
South
Brandon Vaidyanathan

Mercenaries and Missionaries examines the relationship between
rapidly diffusing forms of capitalism and Christianity in the
Global South. Using more than two hundred interviews in
Bangalore and Dubai, Brandon Vaidyanathan explains how
and why global corporate professionals straddle conflicting
moral orientations in the realms of work and religion. Seeking
to place the spotlight on the role of religion in debates about the
cultural consequences of capitalism, Vaidyanathan finds that
an “apprehensive individualism” generated in global corporate
workplaces is supported and sustained by a “therapeutic individualism” cultivated in evangelical-charismatic Catholicism.
Mercenaries and Missionaries uncovers a symbiotic relationship between these individualisms and shows how this relationship unfolds in two global cities—Dubai, in non-democratic
UAE, which holds what is considered the world’s largest Catholic
parish, and Bangalore, in democratic India, where the Catholic
Church, though afflicted by ethnic and religious violence, runs
many of the city’s elite educational institutions. Vaidyanathan
concludes that global corporations and religious communities
create distinctive cultures, with normative models that powerfully orient people to those cultures—the Mercenary in cutthroat
workplaces, and the Missionary in churches. As a result, global
corporate professionals in rapidly developing cities negotiate
starkly opposing moral commitments in the realms of work
and religion, which in turn shapes their civic commitment to
these cities.

“Mercenaries and Missionaries gives an
empathetic hearing to the way Indian
professionals understand their religious
and professional lives, and balances deep
knowledge of specific cases with themes
of bigger import. This book deserves our
attention.”
—Allison Youatt Schnable, Indiana
University, Bloomington
“Brandon Vaidyanathan manages to
contribute in significant ways to the
broad areas of globalization and religion,
guest-worker transnational migration, the
sociology and anthropology of global
charismatic Christianity, and should be
used in college courses.”
—José Casanova, Georgetown University,
author of Jesuits and Globalization

Br andon Vaidyanathan is Associate Professor and Department Chair of Sociology at the Catholic University of America.
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Beyond Provenance
New Approaches to Interpreting the Chemistry
of Archaeological Copper Alloys
edited by Mark Pollard
With P. Br ay, P. Hommel, R. Liu, J. Pouncet t,
M. Saunders, P. Howarth, A. Cuénod, Y.-K. Hsu,
and L . Perucchet ti

For the last 180 years, scientists have been attempting to
determine the ‘provenance’ (geological source) of the copper
used in Bronze Age artefacts. However, despite advances
in analytical technologies, the theoretical approach has
remained virtually unchanged over this period, with the
interpretative methodology only changing to accommodate
the increasing capacity of computers. This book represents
a concerted effort to think about the composition of Bronze
Age metal as the product of human intentionality as well as
of geology. It considers the trace element composition of the
metal, the alloying elements, and the lead isotopic composition, showing how a combination of these aspects, along
with archaeological context and typology, can reveal much
more about the life history of such artefacts, expanding
considerably upon the rather limited ambition of knowing
where the ore was extracted.Beyond Provenance serves as a
‘how-to handbook’ for those wishing to look for evidence of
human intentionality in the chemical patterning observed
in bronzes.
Mark Poll ard is Edward Hall Professor of Archaeological
Science at the Research Laboratory for Archaeology, School
of Archaeology, University of Oxford, and PI on the ERC
Advanced Grant ‘FLAME’.
Contributors: P. Bray (University of Oxford), P. Hommel (University of
Oxford), R. Liu (University of Oxford), J. Pouncett (University of Oxford),
M. Saunders (University of Oxford), P. Howarth (University of Oxford), A.
Cuénod (Hochschule Hamm-Lippstadt), Y.-K. Hsu (Deutsches Bergbau-Museum, Bochum), L. Perucchetti (British Museum)
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PREVIOUSLY PUBLISHED IN THE
SERIES
Minoan Earthquakes. Breaking the Myth
through Interdisciplinarity
Edited by Simon Jusseret, Manuel
Sintubin
$89.50s hardback 978-94-6270-105-2
Glass Making in the Greco-Roman World.
Results of the ARCHGLASS project
Edited by Patrick Degryse
$34.00s hardback 978-94-6270-007-9
Free ebook at OAPEN Library
www.oapen.org

The Smile of the Human Bomb
New Perspectives on Suicide Terrorism
Gideon Aran
tr ansl ated by Jeffrey Green

In 2017, nearly six thousand people were killed in suicide attacks
across the world.
In The Smile of the Human Bomb, Gideon Aran dissects the
moral logic of the suicide terrorism that led to those deaths. The
book is a firsthand examination of the bomb site at the moment
of the explosion, during the first few minutes after the explosion,
and in the last moments before the explosion. Aran uncovers
the suicide bomber’s final preparations before embarking on
the suicide mission: the border crossing, the journey toward the
designated target, penetration into the site, and the behavior of
both sides within it. The book sheds light on the truth of the
human bomb.
Aran’s gritty and often disturbing account is built on a foundation of participant observation with squads of pious Jewish
volunteers who gather the scorched fragments of the dead after
terrorist attacks; newly revealed documents, including interrogation protocols; interviews with Palestinian armed resistance
members and retired Israeli counterterrorism agents; observations of failed suicide terrorists in jail; and conversations with
the acquaintances of human bombs.
The Smile of the Human Bomb provides new insights on the
Middle East conflict, political violence, radicalism, victimhood,
ritual, and death and unveils a suicide terrorism scene far different from what is conventionally pictured. In the end, Aran
discovers, the suicide terrorist is an unremarkable figure, and
the circumstances of his or her recruitment and operation are
prosaic and often accidental. The smiling human bomb is neither larger than life nor a monster, but an actor on a human
scale. And suicide terrorism is a drama in which clichés and
chance events play their role.
Gideon Ar an is Professor Emeritus in the Department of
Sociology and Anthropology at Hebrew University, Jerusalem.
He is author, most recently, of Kookism: The Bloc of the Faithful,
Jewish Settlers, Zionist Theology, and Contemporary Messianism.

$34.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-2475-6
6 x 9, 350 pages, 8 b&w halftones

“By departing from the traditional political,
military, economic, and theological
analyses of terrorism, Aran presents an
intriguing and novel view of the issue.”
—Publishers Weekly
“This is a remarkable exploration of the
meaning of suicide terrorism. It is an
intellectual journey through personal
accounts of victims and inside views of the
Zaka movement of Orthodox Jews who
locate bits of flesh remaining after suicide
attacks. This is a thoughtful, sensitively
written tour-de-force by one of Israel’s
leading anthropologists, and the scope
of his book is wide-ranging, touching
on themes that are relevant to the many
forms of religious extremism around the
world.”
—Mark Juergensmeyer, author of Terror in
the Mind of God
“This is a terrific book: fascinating, smart,
and enlightening. Aran makes an important contribution to the field, and this is one
of the best studies of the phenomenon
of suicide terrorism and even of terrorism
broadly conceived.”
—Barak Mendelsohn, author of The
al-Qaeda Franchise
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Battling the Buddha of Love
A Cultural Biography of the Greatest Statue
Never Built
Jessica Marie Falcone

Battling the Buddha of Love is a work of advocacy anthropology
that explores the controversial plans and practices of the Maitreya Project, a transnational Buddhist organization, as it sought
to build the “world’s tallest statue” as a multi-million-dollar “gift”
to India. Hoping to forcibly acquire 750 acres of occupied land
for the statue park in the Kushinagar area of Uttar Pradesh,
the Buddhist statue planners ran into obstacle after obstacle,
including a full-scale grassroots resistance movement of Indian
farmers working to “Save the Land.”
Falcone sheds light on the aspirations, values, and practices
of both the Buddhists who worked to construct the statue, as well
as the Indian farmer-activists who tirelessly protested against
the Maitreya Project. Because the majority of the supporters of
the Maitreya Project statue are converts to Tibetan Buddhism,
individuals Falcone terms “non-heritage” practitioners, she focuses on the spectacular collision of cultural values between
small agriculturalists in rural India and transnational Buddhists
hailing from Portland to Pretoria. She asks how could a transnational Buddhist organization committed to compassionate
practice blithely create so much suffering for impoverished rural
Indians?
Falcone depicts the cultural logics at work on both sides of
the controversy, and through her examination of these logics
she reveals the divergent, competing visions of Kushinagar’s
potential futures. Battling the Buddha of Love traces power, faith,
and hope through the axes of globalization, transnational religion, and rural grassroots activism in South Asia, showing
the unintended local consequences of an international spiritual
development project.
Jessica Marie Falcone is Associate Professor of Anthropology at Kansas State University.

$23.95 paperback 978-1-5017-2348-3
6 x 9, 268 pages, 15 b&w halftones
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“Jessica Falcone’s Battling the Buddha of
Love is a gripping and personal account of
the troubling circumstances the attempts
by the Foundation for the Preservation of
the Mahayana Tradition and the Maitreya
Project to create the largest Buddha
statue in the world. Falcone’s work will
be illuminating to a new generation of
students who may find themselves on
uncertain—even hostile—terrain during
their fieldwork.”
—Catherine Becker, University of Illinois at
Chicago

More Than Words
Transforming Script, Agency, and Collective
Life in Bali
Richard Fox

Grounded in ethnographic and archival research on the Indonesian island of Bali, More Than Words challenges conventional
understandings of textuality and writing as they pertain to the
religious traditions of Southeast Asia. Through a nuanced study
of Balinese script as employed in rites of healing, sorcery, and
self-defense, Richard Fox explores the aims and desires embodied in the production and use of palm-leaf manuscripts, amulets,
and other inscribed objects.
Balinese often attribute both life and independent volition
to manuscripts and copperplate inscriptions, presenting them
with elaborate offerings. Commonly addressed with personal
honorifics, these script-bearing objects may become partners
with humans and other sentient beings in relations of exchange
and mutual obligation. The question is how such practices of
“the living letter” may be related to more recently emergent
conceptions of writing—linked to academic philology, reform
Hinduism, and local politics—which take Balinese letters to
be a symbol of cultural heritage, and a neutral medium for
the transmission of textual meaning. More Than Words shows
how Balinese practices of apotropaic writing—on palm-leaves,
amulets, and bodies—challenge these notions, and yet coexist
alongside them. Reflecting on this coexistence, Fox develops a
theoretical approach to writing centered on the premise that
such contradictory sensibilities hold wider significance than
previously recognized for the history and practice of religion in
Southeast Asia and beyond.
Richard Fox teaches at the Institut für Ethnologie at the
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg. His primary teaching
and research interests are in the ethnographic and historical
study of religion, media and performance in South and Southeast Asia, with a special emphasis on Indonesia and the wider
Malay region.

$27.95 paperback 978-1-5017-2535-7
6 x 9, 264 pages, 30 b&w halftones, 3 figures

“More Than Words is of the highest quality.
Richard Fox’s ability to combine a concern
with text and a refined ethnographic
sensibility is excellent and engaging.”
—Ronald Lukens-Bull, author of Islamic
Higher Education in Indonesia
“More Than Words brings moral philosophy
and philology together with traditions and
practices of Balinese literacy; it joins history with the everyday particulars of Balinese
lives. Richard Fox’s eloquent voice brings
analysis and fieldwork together to present
a comparative account of literacy that
provides much more than mere words.”
—Joseph Errington, Yale University
“Vivid and evocative. This book presents
a wondrous universe where palm-leaf
manuscripts are alive. A fine study of the
potency of writing, and a must read for all
students of Southeast Asia.”
—Kostas Retsikas, author of Becoming
“Thoughtful, original, and well-grounded in
theory, More Than Words has much to tell
us about letters and literacy beyond the
immediate environment of Bali.”
—George Quinn, Australian National
University
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Improvisational Islam
Indonesian Youth in a Time of Possibility
Nur Amali Ibrahim

Improvisational Islam is about novel and unexpected ways
of being Muslim, where religious dispositions are achieved
through techniques that have little or no precedent in classical
Islamic texts or concepts. Nur Amali Ibrahim foregrounds two
distinct autodidactic university student organizations, each
trying to envision alternative ways of being Muslim independent
from established religious and political authorities. One group
draws from methods originating from the business world, like
accounting, auditing, and self-help, to promote a puritanical understanding of the religion and spearhead Indonesia’s spiritual
rebirth. A second group reads Islamic scriptures alongside the
western human sciences. Both groups, he argues, show a great
degree of improvisation and creativity in their interpretations
of Islam.
These experimental forms of religious improvisations and
practices have developed in a specific Indonesian political context that has evolved after the deposal of President Suharto’s
authoritarian New Order regime in 1998. At the same time,
Improvisational Islam suggests that the Indonesian case study
brings into sharper relief processes that are happening in ordinary Muslim life everywhere. To be a practitioner of their
religion, Muslims draw on and are inspired by not only their
holy scriptures, but also the non-traditional ideas and practices
that circulate in their society, which importantly include those
originating in the West. In the contemporary political discourse
where Muslims are often portrayed as uncompromising and
adversarial to the West and where bans and walls are deemed
necessary to keep them out, this story about flexible and creative
Muslims is an important one to tell.
Nur Amali Ibr ahim is Assistant Professor at the Department
of Religious Studies and the Department of International Studies at Indiana University.
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“Nur Amali Ibrahim paints a nuanced
portrait of students seeking to reconcile
major social forces that inflect everyday
life across the Muslim world—Islam,
liberalism, radicalism, and secularism—as
they strive to define their place in a
fast-changing, democratizing nation.
Ibrahim demonstrates the importance of
scholarly attention in anthropology and
religious studies to this vibrant country—
the world’s largest Muslim nation.”
—Daromir Rudnyckyj, author of the awardwinning Spiritual Economies
“Nur Amali Ibrahim presents an elegant
comparison of student groups: liberals
at the National Islamic University, and
Islamists at the secular University of
Indonesia. Stressing the complexities of
background, personal motivation, and
accident, Improvisational Islam shows
how local incorporations of western
technique act as coping mechanisms for,
and means of furthering the violence of
neoliberal capitalism’s incursion into local
environments.”
—Gregory Starrett, author of Putting Islam
to Work

Living with Animals
Bonds across Species
edited by Natalie Porter and
Ilana Gershon

Living with Animals is a collection of imagined animal guides—a
playful and accessible look at different human-animal relationships around the world. Anthropologists and their co-authors
have written accounts of how humans and animals interact in
labs, in farms, in zoos, and in African forests, among other
places. Modeled after the classic A World of Babies, an edited
collection of imagined Dr. Spock manuals from around the
world—Living with Animals focuses on human-animal relationships in their myriad forms.
This is ethnographic fiction for those curious about how animals are used for a variety of different tasks around the world. To
be sure, animal guides are not a universal genre, so Living with
Animals offers an imaginative solution, doing justice to the ways
details about animals are conveyed in culturally specific ways by
adopting a range of voices and perspectives. How we capitalize
on animals, how we live with them, and how humans attempt
to control the untamable nature around them are all considered
by the authors of this wild read.
If you have ever experienced a moment of “what if” curiosity—what is it like to be a gorilla in a zoo, to work in a pig
factory farm, to breed cows and horses, this book is for you. A
light-handed and light-hearted approach to a fascinating and nuanced subject, Living with Animals suggests many ways in which
we can and do coexist with our non-human partners on Earth.

Natalie Porter is Assistant Professor in the Department of
Anthropology at the University of Notre Dame.
Il ana Gershon is Professor of Anthropology at Indiana University. She is the author of A World of Work: Imagined Manuals
for Real Jobs, Down and Out in the New Economy, No Family is an
Island, and The Breakup 2.0.

“Living with Animals makes a significant
contribution to the field of multispecies
research by providing much-needed
guidance on how to pursue such lines of
inquiry, while also advancing the ‘species
turn’ in a variety of intriguing directions.”
—John Hartigan, author of Care of the
Species
“Contributors to this collection explore
the tensions, joys and contradictions of
becoming human with other animals.
While a range of styles enliven this volume
and make it a pleasure to read, the authors’
commitments to unsettling assumptions
about species difference will keep you
thinking for years to come.”
—Laura Ogden, author of Swamplife
“Living with Animals is a marvelously
creative book. Imaginative, moving, and
knowledgable, featuring the exciting and
at times provocative work of both wellknown and emerging scholars. The result
is a highly readable, highly teachable book
that made me laugh and cry and think.”
—Jane Desmond, author of Displaying
Death and Animating Life

$24.95 paperback 978-1-5017-2482-4
6 x 9, 242 pages, 14 b&w halftones
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Waste
Consuming Postwar Japan
Eiko Maruko Siniawer

In Waste, Eiko Maruko Siniawer innovatively explores the many
ways in which the Japanese have thought about waste—in terms
of time, stuff, money, possessions, and resources—from the
immediate aftermath of World War II to the present. She shows
how questions about waste were deeply embedded in the decisions of everyday life, reflecting the priorities and aspirations
of the historical moment, and revealing people’s ever-changing
concerns and hopes.
Over the course of the long postwar, Japanese society understood waste variously as backward and retrogressive, an impediment to progress, a pervasive outgrowth of mass consumption,
incontrovertible proof of societal excess, the embodiment of
resources squandered, and a hazard to the environment. Siniawer also shows how an encouragement of waste consciousness
served as a civilizing and modernizing imperative, a moral good,
an instrument for advancement, a path to self-satisfaction, an
environmental commitment, an expression of identity, and more.
From the late 1950s onward, a defining element of Japan’s postwar experience emerged: the tension between the desire for the
privileges of middle-class lifestyles made possible by affluence
and dissatisfaction with the logics, costs, and consequences of
that very prosperity. This tension complicated the persistent
search for what might be called well-being, a good life, or a life
well lived. Waste is an elegant history of how people lived—how
they made sense of, gave meaning to, and found value in the
acts of the everyday.
Eiko Maruko Siniawer is Professor of History at Williams
College. She is the author of Ruffians, Yakuza, Nationalists: The
Violent Politics of Modern Japan, 1860–1960.
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“Waste is an original, brilliantly conceived
analysis of the protean forms and
formations of waste in Japan—from the
aftermath of WWII to today. Ranging
across a multiplicity of genres, Eiko
Maruko Siniawer insightfully demonstrates
how waste’s many meanings constituted
a potent signifier for the society’s
ambivalence about scarcity and prosperity, frugality and affluence, wealth and
well-being.”
—William W. Kelly, author of The
Sportsworld of the Hanshin Tigers
“Siniawer’s Waste explores the cultural and
social meanings of waste in post-WWII
Japanese society. This is a ground-breaking social history of the essential but
often overlooked aspects of modern
middle-class living.”
—Yoshikuni Igarashi, author of
Homecomings: The Belated Return of
Japan’s Lost Soldiers

Currencies of Imagination
Channeling Money and Chasing Mobility in
Vietnam
Ivan V. Small

In Vietnam, international remittances from the Vietnamese
diaspora are quantitatively significant and contribute important economic inputs. Yet beyond capital transfer, these
diasporic remittance economies offer insight into an unfolding
transformation of Vietnamese society through the extension
of imaginations and ontological possibilities that accompany
them. Currencies of Imagination examines the complex role of
remittances as money and as gifts that flow across, and mediate
between, transnational kinship networks dispersed by exile and
migration.
Long distance international gift exchanges and channels in a
neoliberal political economy juxtapose the increasing cross-border mobility of remittance financial flows against the relative
confines of state bounded bodies. In this contradiction Ivan V.
Small reveals a creative space for emergent imaginaries that disrupt local structures and scales of desire, labor and expectation.
Furthermore, the particular characteristics of remittance channels and mediums in a global economy, including transnational
mobility and exchangeable value, affect and reflect the relations,
aspirations, and orientations of the exchange participants. Small
traces a genealogy of how this phenomenon has shifted through
changing remittance forms and transfer infrastructures, from
material and black market to formal bank and money services.
Transformations in the affective and institutional relations
among givers, receivers, and remittance facilitators accompany
each of these shifts, illustrating that the socio-cultural work of
remittances extends far beyond the formal economic realm they
are usually consigned to.
Ivan V. Small is Assistant Professor of Anthropology and
International Studies at Central Connecticut State University.
He is co-editor of Money at the Margins: Global Perspectives on
Technology, Financial Inclusion and Design.

“Currencies of Imagination paints a vivid
picture of the social worlds influenced
by transnational remittances. Ivan Small
shows that remittances are a way of
sending gratitude, of establishing and
maintaining social bonds.”
—Erik Harms, author of Luxury and Rubble
“In this absorbing and vivid account of
Vietnamese remittance economies, Ivan
Small demonstrates the ongoing relevance
of attention to the circulation of things
as profoundly social and imaginative
projects.”
—Ann Marie Leshkowich, author of
Essential Trade
“Ivan Small’s book is a very exciting contribution to a topic of major significance in
Vietnam, that of remittances. Small shows
that the way in which money is sent back
to Vietnam from California transforms
social interactions as well as the social
significance of money.”
—Ken MacLean, author of The Government
of Mistrust

$27.95 paperback 978-1-5017-1688-1
6 x 9, 160 pages
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Anthropogenic Rivers
The Production of Uncertainty in Lao
Hydropower
Jerome Whitington

In the 2000s, Laos was treated as a model country for the efficacy of privatized, “sustainable” hydropower projects as viable
options for World Bank-led development. By viewing hydropower
as a process that creates ecologically uncertain environments,
Jerome Whitington reveals how new forms of managerial care
have emerged in the context of a privatized dam project successfully targeted by transnational activists. Based on ethnographic
work inside the hydropower company, as well as with Laotians
affected by the dam, he investigates how managers, technicians
and consultants grapple with unfamiliar environmental obligations through new infrastructural configurations, locally-inscribed ethical practices, and forms of flexible experimentation
informed by American management theory.
Far from the authoritative expertise that characterized
classical modernist hydropower, sustainable development in
Laos has been characterized by a shift from the risk politics of
the 1990s to an ontological politics in which the institutional
conditions of infrastructure investment are pervasively undermined by sophisticated “hactivism.” Whitington demonstrates
how late industrial environments are infused with uncertainty
inherent in the anthropogenic ecologies themselves. Whereas
“anthropogenic” usually describes human-induced environmental change, it can also show how new capacities for being human
are generated when people live in ecologies shot through with
uncertainty. Implementing what Foucault called a “historical
ontology of ourselves,” Anthropogenic Rivers formulates a new
materialist critique of the dirty ecologies of late industrialism
by pinpointing the opportunistic, ambitious and speculative
ontology of capitalist natures.

“I would and will teach Anthropogenic
Rivers in courses on water, infrastructure
and development. Jerome Whitington has
written a fascinating book that will make
quite a splash.”
—Andrew Johnson, author of Ghosts of the
New City

Jerome Whitington is Visiting Assistant Professor in the
Department of Anthropology at New York University.

“A rich canvas on which Whitington draws
fine portraits of multiple actors attempting
to implement the best of development
and management nostrums.”
—Michael M.J. Fischer, author of
Anthropology in the Meantime
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“Jerome Whitington’s book deserves a
wide-ranging readership, from those
interested in expertise and epistemology
or in transnational neoliberalism, to those
who care about environmental politics and
ecologies.”
— Michelle Murphy, author of
Economization of Life
“Anthropogenic Rivers brings us into the
speculative terrain of activists, hydrological experts, farmers, and fishermen as they
negotiated about possible futures. This
carefully crafted ethnography considers
the imaginative dimension of these collaborations. Rather than a polarizing account
of a conflict, Whitington gently probes
the risks, potentials, and uncertainties of a
major engineering project.”
—Eben Kirksey, author of Emergent
Ecologies

Whose Bosnia?
Nationalism and Political Imagination in the
Balkans, 1840–1914
Edin Hajdarpasic

WINNER, JOSEPH ROTHSCHILD PRIZE IN NATIONALISM
AND ETHNIC STUDIES (ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF
NATIONALITIES)

As the site of the assassination that triggered World War I and
the place where the term “ethnic cleansing” was invented during
the Yugoslav Wars of the 1990s, Bosnia has become a global
symbol of nationalist conflict and ethnic division. Whose Bosnia?
reveals why this land has been a prime target of escalating nationalist activity.
Edin Hajdarpasic shows that formative contestations over the
region began well before 1914, emerging with the rise of new
nineteenth-century forces—Serbian and Croatian nationalisms
as well as Ottoman, Habsburg, Muslim, and Yugoslav political
movements—that claimed this province as their own. Whose
Bosnia? reveals the political pressures and moral arguments that
made this land a prime target of escalating nationalist activity.
To explain the remarkable proliferation of national movements since the nineteenth century, Hajdarpasic draws on a
vast range of sources—records of secret societies, imperial
surveillance files, poetry, paintings, personal correspondences—spanning Bosnia, Serbia, Croatia, Turkey, and Austria.
Challenging conventional readings of Balkan histories, Whose
Bosnia? provides new insight into central themes of modern politics, illuminating core subjects like “the people,” state-building,
and national suffering. Hajdarpasic uses South Slavic debates
over Bosnian Muslim identity to propose a new figure in the
history of nationalism: the (br)other, a character signifying
at the same time the potential of being both “brother” and
“Other,” containing the fantasy of both complete assimilation
and insurmountable difference. By bringing such figures into
focus, Whose Bosnia? shows nationalism to be an immensely
dynamic and open-ended force, one that eludes any clear sense
of historical closure.
Edin Hajdarpasic is Associate Professor of History at Loyola
University Chicago.

N E W I N PA P E R B AC K
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“Hajdarpasic’s work sets a new standard in
modern Balkan history and should become
a pillar of the field.”
—The American Historical Review
“One of the most important recent
contributions to the scholarship of the
Balkan region. . . . [Balkans scholars] have
been waiting for an account like this for a
long time—an account that is not afraid to
ask difficult questions. . . and answer them
in a way that is supported by vast amount
of evidence, grace, and honesty.”
—H-SAE
“This is an impressive book, complex and
challenging, but also well-crafted, compellingly written, and extensively researched.
It is probably the most important text to
have been published on this subject in
the English language. . . . A magnificent
achievement.”
—Slavic Review
“A much-needed contribution that helps
us understand not only contemporary
Serbian and Croatian aspirations towards
B-H. . . . An excellent historiographic
work.”
—Slavic and East European Journal
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Remembering the Present
Mindfulness in Buddhist Asia
J. L. Cassaniti

What is mindfulness, and how does it vary as a concept across
different cultures? How does mindfulness find expression in
practice in the Buddhist cultures of Southeast Asia? What role
does mindfulness play in everyday life? J. L. Cassaniti answers
these fundamental questions and more in her engaged ethnographic investigation of what it means to “remember the present”
in a region strongly influenced by Buddhist thought.
Focusing on Thailand, Sri Lanka, and Myanmar, Remembering the Present examines the meanings, practices, and purposes
of mindfulness. Using the experiences of people in Buddhist
monasteries, hospitals, markets, and homes in the region, Cassaniti shows how an attention to memory informs how people
live today and how mindfulness is intimately tied to local constructions of time, affect, power, emotion, and self hood. By
looking at how these people incorporate Theravada Buddhism
into their daily lives, Cassaniti provides a signal contribution to
the psychological anthropology of religious experience.
Remembering the Present heeds the call made by researchers
in the psychological sciences and the Buddhist side of mindfulness studies for better understandings of what mindfulness is
and can be. Cassaniti addresses fundamental questions about
self hood, identity, and how a deeper appreciation of the many
contexts and complexities intrinsic in sati (mindfulness in the
Pali language) can help people lead richer, fuller, and healthier
lives. Remembering the Present shows how mindfulness needs
to be understood within the cultural and historical influences
from which it has emerged.
J. L . Cassaniti is Assistant Professor of Cultural Anthropology at Washington State University. She is the author of Living
Buddhism: Mind, Self, and Emotion in a Thai Community.
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“Remembering the Present is a wonderfully interesting book. In addition to the
religious studies audience, anthropologists
will find much to engage in this book,
offering a rare comparative study that
provides provocative examples ripe for
further engagement.”
—Felicity Aulino, University of
Massachusetts, Amherst
”This remarkably original and fascinating
ethnography of mindfulness (sati)
in Thailand, Burma, and Sri Lanka . . .
should be read by Buddhists, scholars of
Buddhism, and all modern practitioners
and advocates of mindfulness training.”
—Steven Collins, University of Chicago
“This important and fascinating book . . .
should be of interest to a wide range of
readers, to anyone interested in meditation. The author is an outstanding scholar
who explores mindfulness as understood—
and lived and practiced—in individual lives
and in Theravadan religious traditions,
throwing invaluable light on its meaning
and therapeutic aspects.”
—Devon Hinton, Harvard Medical School

School of Europeanness
Tolerance and Other Lessons in Political
Liberalism in Latvia
Dace Dzenovska

In School of Europeanness, Dace Dzenovska argues that Europe’s
political landscape is shaped by a fundamental tension between
the need to exclude and the requirement to profess and institutionalize the value of inclusion. Nowhere, Dzenovska writes, is
this tension more glaring than in the former Soviet Republics.
Using Latvia as a representative case, School of Europeanness
is a historical ethnography of the tolerance work undertaken
in that country as part of postsocialist democratization efforts.
Dzenovska contends that the collapse of socialism and the resurgence of Latvian nationalism gave this Europe-wide logic new
life, simultaneously reproducing and challenging it. Her work
makes explicit what is only implied in the 1977 Kraftwerk song,
Trans-European Express: hierarchies prevail in European public
and political life even as tolerance is touted by politicians and
pundits as one of Europe’s chief virtues.
School of Europeanness shows how post–Cold War liberalization projects in Latvia contributed to the current crisis of
political liberalism in Europe, providing deep ethnographic analysis of the power relations in Latvia and the rest of Europe, and
identifying the tension between exclusive polities and inclusive
values as foundational of Europe’s political landscape.
Dace Dzenovsk a is Associate Professor in the Anthropology
of Migration at the University of Oxford Centre on Migration,
Policy, and Society.

“School of Europeanness has enough
originality, as well as empirical data, to
appeal to a wide range of scholars from
different disciplines, including anthropology, politics, and international relations.”
—Vera Tolz-Zilitinkevic, University of
Manchester
“School of Europeanness is certainly an
innovative and well-conceived book and
has a considerable capacity to impact
how we think about postsocialist societies,
their directions of past and future social
change.”
—Timofey Agarin, Queens University,
Belfast
“School of Europeanness is written with
intellectual verve and imagination.
Dzenovska argues that the frames of
European belonging, national community,
tolerance, and liberalism that have been
applied in Latvia in the postsocialist
decades have reproduced structures of
exclusion and dominance in the relationship between a ‘good European core’ and
a ‘not European enough’ periphery.”
—Kevin Platt, University of Pennsylvania

$29.95 paperback 978-1-5017-1115-2
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Border Capitalism, Disrupted
Precarity and Struggle in a Southeast Asian
Industrial Zone
Stephen Campbell

Border Capitalism, Disrupted presents an insightful ethnography
of migrant labor regulation at the Mae Sot Special Border Economic Zone on the Myanmar border in northwest Thailand. By
bringing a new deployment of workerist and autonomist theory
to bear on his fieldwork, Stephen Campbell highlights the ways
in which workers’ struggles have catalyzed transformations in
labor regulation at the frontiers of capital in the global south.
Looking outwards from Mae Sot, Campbell engages extant
scholarship on flexibilization and precarious labor, which, typically, is based on the development experiences of the global
north. Campbell emphasizes the everyday practices of migrants,
the police, employers, NGOs, and private passport brokers to
understand the “politics of precarity” and the new forms of
worker organization and resistance that are emerging in Asian
industrial zones.
Focusing, in particular, on the uses and effects of borders as
technologies of rule, Campbell argues that geographies of labor
regulation can be read as the contested and fragile outcomes of
prior and ongoing working-class struggles. Border Capitalism,
Disrupted concludes that with the weakened influence of formal
unions, understanding the role of these alternative forms of
working-class organizations in labor-capital relations becomes
critical.
With a broad data set gleaned from almost two years of fieldwork, Border Capitalism, Disrupted will appeal directly to those
in anthropology, labor studies, political economy, and geography,
as well as Southeast Asian studies.
Stephen Campbell is Assistant Professor in the Department
of Sociology at Nanyang Technological University, Singapore.
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“Astute.... Stephen Campbell’s Border
Capitalism, Disrupted insightfully describes
Mae Sot as a space where a novel regulative ‘bordering’ process has produced a
site uniquely ordered for global capitalism.
His carefully-reasoned argument is
introduced in the title of the book: that
the production of two borders has enabled
now ‘legal’ appropriation and exploitation
of a fixed migrant population.”
—Tea Circle
“Border Capitalism, Disrupted is rich
ethnographically, intelligent theoretically,
deals with an important topic, and is well
written. Stephen Campbell’s work will
be of interest to scholars of borderlands,
migration, police, and corruption, NGOs,
anthropology of work, and global
assembly industries.”
—Josiah Heyman, University of Texas,
El Paso

Harvests, Feasts, and Graves
Postcultural Consciousness in Contemporary
Papua New Guinea
Ryan Schram

Ryan Schram explores the experiences of living in intercultural
and historical conjunctures among Auhelawa people of Papua
New Guinea in Harvests, Feasts, and Graves. In this ethnographic investigation, Schram ponders how Auhelawa question the
meaning of social forms and through this questioning seek
paths to establish a new sense of their collective self.
Harvests, Feasts, and Graves describes the ways in which
Auhelawa people, and by extension many others, produce knowledge of themselves as historical subjects in the aftermath of
diverse and incomplete encounters with Christianity, capitalism,
and Western values. Using the contemporary setting of Papua
New Guinea, Schram presents a new take on essential topics
and foundational questions of social and cultural anthropology.
If as Marx writes “the tradition of all dead generations weighs
like a nightmare on the brains of the living,” Harvests, Feasts,
and Graves asks which history weighs the most? And how does
the weight of history become salient as a ground for subjective consciousness? Taking cues from postcolonial theory and
indigenous studies, Schram rethinks the “ontological turn” in
anthropology and develops a new way to think about the nature
of historical consciousness.
Rather than seeing the present as either tragedy or farce,
Schram argues that contemporary historical consciousness is
produced through reflexive sociality. Like all societies, Auhelawa
is located in an intercultural conjuncture, yet their contemporary
life is not a story of worlds colliding, but a shattered mirror in
which multiple Auhelawa subjectivities are possible.

“This is an exceptionally rich and engaging
ethnography that addresses classic themes
with contemporary arguments, much as
Auhelawa themselves do.”
—Michael Lambek, University of Toronto
“Ryan Schram’s Harvests, Feasts, and
Graves is a compelling ethnography of
contemporary Papua New Guinea that
innovatively addresses complex theoretical issues of epistemology, historical
consciousness, and the practice of
anthropology itself.”
—Courtney Handman, University of Texas
at Austin

Ryan Schr am teaches and researches in the Department of
Anthropology at the University of Sydney.
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The Battle for Fortune
State-Led Development, Personhood, and
Power among Tibetans in China
Charlene Makley

In a deeply ethnographic appraisal, based on years of in situ
research, The Battle for Fortune looks at the rising stakes of
Tibetans’ encounters with Chinese state-led development projects in the early 2000s. The book builds upon anthropology’s
qualitative approach to personhood, power and space to rethink
the premises and consequences of economic development campaigns in China’s multiethnic northwestern province of Qinghai.
Charlene Makley considers Tibetans’ encounters with development projects as first and foremost a historically situated
interpretive politics, in which people negotiate the presence or
absence of moral and authoritative persons and their associated
jurisdictions and powers. Because most Tibetans believe the
active presence of deities and other invisible beings has been
the ground of power, causation, and fertile or fortunate landscapes, Makley also takes divine beings seriously, refusing to
relegate them to a separate, less consequential, “religious” or
“premodern” world. The Battle for Fortune, therefore challenges
readers to grasp the unique reality of Tibetans’ values and fears
in the face of their marginalization in China. Makley uses this
approach to encourage a more multidimensional and dynamic
understanding of state-local relations than mainstream accounts
of development and unrest that portray Tibet and China as a
kind of yin-and-yang pair for models of statehood and development in a new global order.
Charlene Makley is Professor of Anthropology at Reed
College. She is author of The Violence of Liberation: Gender and
Tibetan Buddhist Revival in Post-Mao China.

S T U D I E S O F T H E W E AT H E R H E A D E A S T A S I A N I N S T I T U T E ,
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“The Battle for Fortune is fresh, original, and
packed with insights. Charlene Makley
makes significant interventions into much
broader sets of inquiries on development,
capitalism, and anthropological inquiry
writ large.”
—Emily T. Yeh, University of Colorado at
Boulder
“The Battle for Fortune conveys a wealth of
new insights about the deeply ambivalent,
contradictory, and precarious experiences
of Tibetan life in the contemporary PRC.
Charlene Makley’s rich ethnography and
brilliant use of theory will change the way
we think Tibet in these tumultuous early
decades of the twenty-first century.”
—Ralph Litzinger, Duke University
“Suturing rich ethnographic narrative
with deft theoretical analysis, Charlene
Makley’s latest work is a timely excavation
of neoliberal development practices.
Rigorous and legible, this book is an
urgent read for students of Tibet and
linguistic anthropology, and anyone keen
to deepen their engagement with pressing
contemporary quandaries of globalization.”
—Sam Smith, Freelance Editor, Brooklyn,
NY

Contemporary Slavery
The Rhetoric of Global Human Rights
Campaigns
edited by Annie Bunting and Joel Quirk

This volume brings together a cast of leading experts to carefully explore how the history and iconography of slavery has
been invoked to support a series of government interventions,
activist projects, legal instruments, and rhetorical performances.
However well-intentioned these interventions might be, they
nonetheless remain subject to a host of limitations and complications. Recent efforts to combat contemporary slavery are too
often sensationalist, self-serving, and superficial and, therefore,
end up failing the crucial test of speaking truth to power.
The widely held notion that antislavery is one of those rare
issues that “transcends” politics or ideology is only sustainable
because the underlying issues at stake have been constructed
and demarcated in a way that minimizes direct challenges to
dominant political and economic interests. This must change.
By providing an original approach to the underlying issues at
stake, Contemporary Slavery will help readers understand the
political practices that have been concealed beneath the popular
rhetoric and establishes new conversations between scholars of
slavery and trafficking and scholars of human rights and social
movements.
Annie Bunting is Associate Professor of Law and Society at
York University and Deputy Director of the Harriet Tubman
Institute for Research on Africa and Its Diasporas.
Joel Quirk is Professor of Political Studies at the University
of the Witwatersrand.
Contributors
Jean Allain, Jonathan Blagbrough, Roy Brooks, Annie Bunting, Austin
Choi-Fitzpatrick, Andrew Crane, Rhoda Howard-Hassmann, Fuyuki Kurasawa, Benjamin Lawrance, Joel Quirk, and Darshan Vigneswaran

“A must-read for every academic,
practitioner, and activist working in the
field of slavery and human trafficking.
. . . . It is a welcome and much-awaited
contribution that, in the best-case scenario,
will invite and facilitate engagement that
is more academic with the issues discussed
therein.”
—Journal of Human Trafficking
“This volume significantly enlarges our
understanding of slavery in the contemporary world. The authors, collectively
and individually, put their mastery of the
interrelated literatures to excellent use,
resulting in a collection that is insightful,
innovative, and methodologically diverse..”
—Mark Goodale, University of Lausanne
“This is an important, fascinating, and
comprehensive collection that addresses
the nature of contemporary slavery in its
wide range of manifestations.”
—Sally Engle Merry, New York University

$29.95 paperback 978-1-5017-1876-2
6 x 9, 384 pages
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Limits to Decolonization
Indigeneity, Territory, and Hydrocarbon
Politics in the Bolivian Chaco
Penelope Anthias

Penelope Anthias’s Limits to Decolonization addresses one of
the most important issues in contemporary indigenous politics: struggles for territory. Based on the experience of thirty-six
Guaraní communities in the Bolivian Chaco, Anthias reveals
how two decades of indigenous mapping and land titling have
failed to reverse a historical trajectory of indigenous dispossession in the Bolivian lowlands. Through an ethnographic account
of the “limits” the Guaraní have encountered over the course
of their territorial claim—from state boundaries to landowner
opposition to hydrocarbon development—Anthias raises critical
questions about the role of maps and land titles in indigenous
struggles for self-determination.
Anthias argues that these unresolved territorial claims are
shaping the contours of an era of “post-neoliberal” politics in
Bolivia. Limits to Decolonization reveals the surprising ways in
which indigenous peoples are reframing their territorial projects
in the context of this hydrocarbon state and drawing on their
experiences of the limits of state recognition. The tensions of
Bolivia’s “process of change” are revealed, as Limits to Decolonization rethinks current debates on cultural rights, resource
politics, and Latin American leftist states. In sum, Anthias
reveals the creative and pragmatic ways in which indigenous
peoples contest and work within the limits of postcolonial rule
in pursuit of their own visions of territorial autonomy.
Penelope Anthias holds a postdoctoral position in the Department of Food and Resource Economics at the University of
Copenhagen.
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“[Penelope Anthias’s] critical reflections
on decolonization will be of interest
to anthropologists and geographers
seeking a ground-up perspective on how
extractive economies transform marginalized communities.”
—Choice
“With this book Penelope Anthias has the
potential to shape scholarly debates
around indigenous struggles, neoliberalism, and postcolonial rule in important
ways. Limits to Decolonization is a thoughtful challenge to the prevailing scholarship.”
—Aaron Bobrow-Strain, Whitman College
“A sensitive account of a peoples’ struggle
for land and livelihood against the weight
of centuries of colonialism and the power
of the new extractivism. It is a great piece
of work.”
—Bret Gustafson, Washington University
“Anthias offers an entirely new and
compelling account of the relations
between hydrocarbons, identity, and
space. Ethnographically rich, historically
framed, and theoretically sophisticated. A
provocative and powerful account.”
—Michael J. Watts, University of California,
Berkeley

No Path Home
Humanitarian Camps and the Grief of
Displacement
Elizabeth Cullen Dunn

For more than 60 million displaced people around the world, humanitarian aid has become a chronic condition. No Path Home
describes its symptoms in detail. Elizabeth Cullen Dunn shows
how war creates a deeply damaged world in which the structures
that allow people to occupy social roles, constitute economic
value, preserve bodily integrity, and engage in meaningful daily
practice have been blown apart.
After the Georgian war with Russia in 2008, Dunn spent
sixteen months immersed in the everyday lives of the 28,000
people placed in thirty-six resettlement camps by official and
nongovernmental organizations acting in concert with the
Georgian government. She reached the conclusion that the humanitarian condition poses a survival problem that is not only
biological but also existential. In No Path Home, she paints a
moving picture of the ways in which humanitarianism leaves
displaced people in limbo, neither in a state of emergency nor
able to act as normal citizens in the country where they reside.
Elizabeth Cullen Dunn is Associate Professor of Geography and International Affairs at Indiana University–Bloomington. She is the author of Privatizing Poland, also from Cornell.

“A heart-wrenching, sophisticated, yet
readable analysis of the experiences of
Georgians internally displaced by the
2008 war with Russia.... [Dunn] unpacks
with great nuance how forces of capitalist
neoliberalism and Georgian and Russian
authoritarianism have structured the
humanitarian system along various
bureaucratic, economic, and political axes
that reward humanitarian action no matter
how poorly it fits people’s needs.”
—Choice
“No Path Home is an extremely interesting,
engaging, and well-written book.
Elizabeth Cullen Dunn’s fluid and clear
prose paints a very evocative picture of life
for internally displaced persons as well as
presenting a clear theoretical account.”
—Laura Hammond, author of This Place
Will Become Home

$26.95 paperback 978-1-5017-1230-2
6 x 9, 264 pages, 15 halftones, 3 line figures, 1 map
C O R N E L L P R E S S .C O R N E L L . E D U

27

Banished to the Great Northern
Wilderness
Political Exile and Re-education in Mao’s
China
Ning Wang

After Mao Zedong’s Anti-Rightist Campaign of 1957–58, Chinese intellectuals were subjected to “re-education” by the state.
In Banished to the Great Northern Wilderness, Ning Wang draws
on labor farm archives, interviews, and memoirs to provide a remarkable look at the suffering and complex psychological world
of these banished Beijing intellectuals. Wang’s use of newly
uncovered Chinese-language sources challenges the concept of
the intellectual as renegade martyr, showing how exiles often
declared allegiance to the state for self-preservation.
While Mao’s campaign victimized the banished, many of
those same people also turned against their comrades. Wang
describes the ways in which the state sought to remold the intellectuals, and he illuminates the strategies the exiles used to
deal with camp officials and improve their chances of survival.
Ning Wa ng is Associate Professor of History at Brock
University.

“A fine piece of scholarly work contributing
to knowledge of life within Chinese penal
camps. The reading is essential to students
and scholars of political banishment,
China’s labor reformatory, Chinese
intellectuals and the Communist Party,
and China studies under Mao in general.”
—Choice
“In this important, nuanced, and humane
account of life within Chinese penal camps,
Ning Wang complicates our picture of
banished intellectuals by portraying them
as complex human beings forced by
circumstances to make some very difficult
moral compromises.”
—Frank Dikötter, author of Mao’s Great
Famine
“This is the best scholarly book I’ve read
about the experiences of those banished
to penal camps in Mao’s China. Wang
reveals the dynamic interplay between
rightists, camp guards, camp officials,
and local and central authorities. He also
illuminates the long-term human toll of
banishment in all of its complexity.”
—Jeremy Brown, coeditor of Maoism at the
Grassroots

$29.95 paperback 978-1-5017-1318-7
6 x 9, 288 pages
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Sex, Love, and Migration
Postsocialism, Modernity, and Intimacy from
Istanbul to the Arctic
Alexia Bloch

Sex, Love, and Migration goes beyond a common narrative of
women’s exploitation as a feature of migration in the early
twenty-first century, a story that features young women from
poor countries who cross borders to work in low paid and often
intimate labor. Alexia Bloch argues that the mobility of women
is marked not only by risks but also by personal and social
transformation as migration fundamentally reshapes women’s
emotional worlds and aspirations.
Bloch documents how, as women have crossed borders between the former Soviet Union and Turkey since the early 1990s,
they have forged new forms of intimacy in their households in
Moldova, Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia, but also in Istanbul,
where they often work for years on end. Sex, Love, and Migration
takes as its subject the lives of post-Soviet migrant women employed in three distinct spheres—sex work, the garment trade,
and domestic work. Bloch challenges us to decouple images of
women on the move from simple assumptions about danger,
victimization, and trafficking. She redirects our attention to the
aspirations and lives of women who, despite myriad impediments, move between global capitalist centers and their home
communities.
Alexia Bloch is Associate Professor of Anthropology at the
University of British Columbia. She is the author of Red Ties
and Residential Schools and The Museum at the End of the World.

“Sex, Love, and Migration offers essential
insight on a widely observed but rarely
studied form of mass migrant labor between Turkey and the densely populated
Russian Federation. Gender and affect
are at the foundation of this finely tuned
analysis, and the ethnographic voice is
eminently human.”
—Bruce Grant, author of The Captive and
the Gift
“This book is an absolute pleasure to read.
Alexia Bloch offers a terrific ethnographic
treatment of the interrelated aspects of
mobility, intimacy, gender, and capitalism—
all of which are central to globalization and
identity change.”
—Douglas W. Blum, author of National
Identity and Globalization
“Sex, Love, and Migration is accessible yet
provides depth and a complex picture
of the economic, symbolic, social and
moral shifts that accompany transnational
migration.”
—Jennifer Suchland, author of Economies
of Violence

$28.95 paperback 978-1-50170-1315-6
6 x 9, 288 pages, 18 halftones, 2 maps
C O R N E L L P R E S S .C O R N E L L . E D U

29

Thinking beyond the State
Marc Abélès
tr ansl ated by Phillip Rousseau and
Marie-Cl aude Haince

The French scholar Marc Abélès is one of the leading political
and philosophical anthropologists of our time. He is perhaps
the leading anthropologist writing on the state and globalization.
Thinking beyond the State, a distillation of his work to date, is a
superb introduction to his contributions to both anthropology
and political philosophy.
Abélès observes that while interdependence and interconnection have become characteristic features of our globalized era,
there is no indication that a concomitant evolution in thinking
about political systems has occurred. The state remains the
shield—for both the Right and the Left—against the turbulent
effects of globalization. According to Abélès, we live in a geopolitical universe that, in many respects, reproduces alienating
logics. His book, therefore, is a primer on how to see beyond
the state. It is also a testament to anthropology’s centrality and
importance in any analysis of the global human predicament.
Thinking beyond the State will find wide application in anthropology, political science and philosophy courses dealing with
the state and globalization.
Marc Abélès is Full Professor of Anthropology at École des
Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales. He is the author of Quiet
Days in Burgundy and The Politics of Survival.

$19.95 paperback 978-1-5017-0928-9
5.5 x 8.5, 120 pages
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“In elevated but precise language, Abélès
challenges contemporary social scientists
to develop this inclusive framework, which
mirrors more accurately the contemporary
21st-century world.”
—Choice
“With panache and elegance, Marc
Abélès strikes a fine balance between
ethnographic encounter and theoretical
adventure. This book mobilizes a critical
political anthropology that makes an
important intervention in the shifting
scales and states of global power.”
—Homi K. Bhabha, Harvard University
“A historically informed, crisp, and interpretively generative exploration of the
contributions anthropological approaches
can make in pursuing contemporary
understandings of politics, states, and new
institutional forms.”
—Don Brenneis, University of California,
Santa Cruz
“A compelling analysis. A comprehensive
statement from a major theorist regarding
not only the future of political anthropology but also the future of the idea of a
shared world.”
—Carol J. Greenhouse, author of A
Moment’s Notice

Working the System
A Political Ethnography of the New Angola
Jon Schubert

Working the System offers key insights into the politics of the
everyday in twenty-first-century dominant party and neo-authoritarian regimes in Africa and elsewhere. Detailing the many
ways ordinary Angolans fashion their relationships with the
system—an emic notion of their current political and socioeconomic environment—Jon Schubert explores what it means
and how it feels to be part of the contemporary Angolan polity.
Schubert finds that for many ordinary Angolans, the benefits
of the post-conflict “New Angola,” flush with oil wealth and in
the midst of a construction boom, are few. The majority of the
inhabitants of the capital, Luanda, struggle to make ends meet
and live on under $2.00 per day. The “New Angola” as promoted
by the ruling MPLA, Schubert contends, is an essentially urban,
upwardly mobile, and aspirational project, premised on the acceptance of the regime’s political and economic dominance by
its citizens. In the first ethnography of Angola to be published
since the end of that country’s twenty-seven years of intermittent
violent internal conflict in 2002, Schubert traces how Angolans
may question and resist the system within an atmosphere of apparent compliance. Working the System will appeal to anthropologists and political scientists, urban sociologists, and scholars
of African studies.
Jon Schubert is Senior Research Fellow at the University of
Leipzig.

$27.95 paperback 978-1-5017-1370-5
6 x 9, 272 pages, 1 halftone, 4 maps

“Working the System is extremely
well written and reveals a lifetime of
engagement with Angolan society as well
as a sophisticated sensibility that is fully
attuned to some of the most pressing
debates in the social sciences. Rarely have
I read a book in which understanding and
empathy are so fully matched by lucidity
and detachment.”
—Ricardo Soares de Oliveira, author of Oil
and Politics in the Gulf of Guinea
“Working the System offers a rich and penetrating analysis of contemporary Angola.
This is required reading for anyone who
wants to understand the dynamics of a
petro-state and the cultural repertoires
that people develop around them.”
—Marissa J. Moorman, author of
Intonations
“Working the System is a great book. It
holds the promise of its subtitle and offers
a deep ‘political ethnography of the new
Angola’.... The capacity of this book to
absorb the shock of fast-paced political
transformation in Angola is certainly the
best proof that it is worth not only being
read but being read again!”
—Allegra Lab
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Hearing Allah’s Call
Preaching and Performance in Indonesian
Islam
Julian Millie

Hearing Allah’s Call changes the way we think about Islamic
communication. In the city of Bandung in Indonesia, sermons
are not reserved for mosques and sites for Friday prayers.
Muslim speakers are in demand for all kinds of events, from
rites of passage to motivational speeches for companies and
other organizations. Julian Millie spent fourteen months sitting
among listeners at such events, and he provides detailed contextual description of the everyday realities of Muslim listening as
well as preaching. In describing the venues, the audience, and
preachers—many of whom are women—he reveals tensions
between entertainment and traditional expressions of faith and
moral rectitude.
The sermonizers use in-jokes, double entendres, and mimicry in their expositions, playing on their audiences’ emotions,
triggering reactions from critics who accuse them of neglecting
listeners’ intellects. Millie focused specifically on the listening
routines that enliven everyday life for Muslims in all social
spaces—imagine the hardworking preachers who make Sunday
worship enjoyable for rural as well as urban Americans— and
who captivate audiences with skills that attract criticism from
more formal interpreters of Islam. The ethnography is rich and
full of insightful observations and details. Hearing Allah’s Call
will appeal to students of the practice of anthropology as well
as all those intrigued by contemporary Islam.
Julian Millie is Associate Professor of Anthropology at
Monash University. He is the author of Bidasari and Splashed
by the Saint.

$29.95 paperback 978-1-5017-1312-5
6 x 9, 264 pages, 3 halftones, 4 tables
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“A richly-textured and critically insightful
ethnography of Islamic preaching in
contemporary Indonesia.”
—Reading Religion
“Offers much more than a thorough
analysis of Islamic preaching, as it provides
inspiring reflections on today’s emerging
Muslim publics that a readership interested in the development of Islamic societies
generally will find highly relevant.”
—Anthropological Forum
“Innovative and illuminating, Hearing
Allah’s Call is an excellent account of
Muslim oratorical practice in West Java.”
—Bill Watson, author of Of Self and Nation
“One of the most important features of
recent Indonesian history has been the
astonishing growth of interest in and activity revolving around Islam. Analysis by
a well-informed and sympathetic observer,
as Julian Millie clearly is, of any aspect of
this phenomenon is very valuable.”
—Ward Keeler, author of Javanese Shadow
Puppets

Singlewide
Chasing the American Dream in a Rural
Trailer Park
Sonya Salamon and K atherine
MacTavish

In Singlewide, Sonya Salamon and Katherine MacTavish explore
the role of the trailer park as a source of affordable housing.
America’s trailer parks, most in rural places, shelter an estimated 12 million people, and the authors show how these parks
serve as a private solution to a pressing public need. Singlewide
considers the circumstances of families with school-age children
in trailer parks serving whites in Illinois, Hispanics in New
Mexico, and African Americans in North Carolina. By looking
carefully at the daily lives of families who live side by side in
rows of manufactured homes, Salamon and MacTavish draw
conclusions about the importance of housing, community, and
location in the families’ dreams of opportunities and success as
signified by eventually owning land and a conventional home.
Working-poor rural families who engage with what Salamon
and MacTavish call the “mobile home industrial complex” may
become caught in an expensive trap starting with their purchase of a mobile home. A family that must site its trailer in a
land-lease trailer park struggles to realize any of the anticipated
benefits of homeownership. Seeking to break down stereotypes,
Salamon and MacTavish reveal the important place that trailer
parks hold within the United States national experience. In so
doing, they attempt to integrate and normalize a way of life that
many see as outside the mainstream, suggesting that families
who live in trailer parks, rather than being “trailer trash,” culturally resemble the parks’ neighbors who live in conventional
homes.
Sonya Salamon is Professor Emerita of Human Development and
Family Studies at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
She is the author of Prairie Patrimony and Newcomers to Old Towns.
K atherine MacTavish is Associate Professor of Human
Development and Family Science at Oregon State University.

$29.95 paperback 978-1-5017-1322-4
6 x 9, 280 pages, 9 halftones, 18 tables

“Singlewide provides a rich and valuable
picture of mobile-home park life, and the
lessons learned spread well beyond these
contexts. Scholars of poverty, housing,
exploitation, families and communities,
and child development will have much to
gain from this important work.”
—Journal of Children and Poverty
“Singlewide is an important and muchneeded contribution to our understandings of rural poverty. Sonya Salamon and
Katherine MacTavish do an excellent job
of situating the demand for trailer park
housing in the larger context of rural
economic changes and housing policies.”
—Lyn C. Macgregor, University of
Wisconsin–Madison
“In Singlewide, distinguished ethnographers
Sonya Salamon and Kate MacTavish
tell an extraordinary story of trailer
people—segregated, stigmatized, and cut
off from mainstream society and the rural
communities in which they live.”
—Daniel T. Lichter, Cornell University
“A fascinating study of the meanings and
implications of trailer park life.”
—Ann R. Tickamyer, co-editor of Rural
Poverty in the United States
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Rare Earth Frontiers
From Terrestrial Subsoils to Lunar Landscapes
Julie Michelle Klinger

Rare Earth Frontiers is a work of human geography that serves to
demystify the powerful elements that make possible the miniaturization of electronics, green energy and medical technologies,
and essential telecommunications and defense systems. Julie
Michelle Klinger draws attention to the fact that the rare earths
we rely on most are as common as copper or lead, and this
means the implications of their extraction are global. Klinger
excavates the rich historical origins and ongoing ramifications
of the quest to mine rare earths in ever more impossible places.
Klinger writes about the devastating damage to lives and
the environment caused by the exploitation of rare earths. She
demonstrates in human terms how scarcity myths have been
conscripted into diverse geopolitical campaigns that use rare
earth mining as a pretext to capture spaces that have historically fallen beyond the grasp of centralized power. These include
legally and logistically forbidding locations in the Amazon,
Greenland, and Afghanistan, and on the Moon. Drawing on
ethnographic, archival, and interview data gathered in local
languages and offering possible solutions to the problems it
documents, this book examines the production of the rare earth
frontier as a place, a concept, and a zone of contestation, sacrifice,
and transformation.
Julie Michelle Klinger is Assistant Professor of International Relations and Faculty Fellow at the Global Economic
Governance Initiative, Frederick S. Pardee School of Global
Studies, Boston University.

$27.95 paperback 978-1-5017-1459-7
6 x 9, 272 pages, 4 halftones, 10 maps, 6 charts
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“Rare Earth Frontiers is a timely text.
Although her approach focuses on the human, or cultural, geography of rare earths
mining, she does not ignore the geological
occurrence of these mineral types, both on
Earth and on the moon.... This volume is
excellently organized, insightfully written,
and extensively sourced.”
—Choice
“Rare Earth Frontiers could easily become
the go-to reference for policymakers
concerned with the global politics of
rare earths. I could envision this book
being adopted in courses offered in the
disciplines of material science, political
science, economics, political anthropology,
geography, and sociology. I very much
became engrossed in the fieldwork stories,
which helped to put a human face on
this topic.”
—Ryan Kiggins, coeditor of The Political
Economy of Rare Earth Elements

Order at the Bazaar
Power and Trade in Central Asia
Regine A. Spector

HONORABLE MENTION, ED A. HEWETT BOOK PRIZE
(ASSOCIATION FOR SLAVIC, EAST EUROPEAN, AND
EURASIAN STUDIES)

Order at the Bazaar delves into the role of bazaars in the political economy and development of Central Asia. Bazaars are the
economic bedrock for many throughout the region—they are
the entrepreneurial hubs of Central Asia. However, they are
often regarded as mafia-governed environments that are largely
populated by the dispossessed. By immersing herself in the
bazaars of Kyrgyzstan, Regine A. Spector learned that some
are rather best characterized as islands of order in a chaotic
national context.
Spector draws on interviews, archival sources, and participant observation to show how traders, landowners, and municipal officials create order in the absence of a coherent government
apparatus and bureaucratic state. Merchants have adapted Soviet
institutions, including trade unions, and pre-Soviet practices,
such as using village elders as the arbiters of disputes, to the
urban bazaar by building and asserting their own authority.
Spector’s findings have relevance beyond the bazaars and borders of one small country; they teach us how economic development operates when the rule of law is weak.
Regine A. Spector is Assistant Professor of Political Science
at the University of Massachusetts Amherst.

“Order at the Bazaar is an excellent book
that draws big insights from a localized
and usually neglected research site.
Regine A. Spector uses bazaars to provide
a fascinating ethnography of postcommunism and Central Asia, while making
valuable contributions to debates about
political economy, economic transition,
formal and informal institutions, strategic
action, corruption, and moral economy.”
—Scott Radnitz, author of Weapons of the
Wealthy
Order at the Bazaar is an informative
and innovative analysis of the political
economy of bazaar markets in Kyrgyzstan.
It will appeal to students, scholars of the
region, and political scientists concerned
with weak and/or failing states.”
—Michele E. Commercio, author of Russian
Minority Politics in Post-Soviet Latvia and
Kyrgyzstan

$49.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-0932-6
6 x 9, 266 pages, 13 halftones
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India and the Patent Wars
Pharmaceuticals in the New Intellectual
Property Regime
Murphy Halliburton

India and the Patent Wars contributes to an international debate
over the costs of medicine and restrictions on access under stringent patent laws showing how activists and drug companies
in low-income countries seize agency and exert influence over
these processes. Murphy Halliburton contributes to analyses of
globalization within the fields of anthropology, sociology, law,
and public health by drawing on interviews and ethnographic
work with pharmaceutical producers in India and the United
States.
India has been at the center of emerging controversies
around patent rights related to pharmaceutical production and
local medical knowledge. Halliburton shows that Big Pharma
is not all-powerful, and that local activists and practitioners of
ayurveda, India’s largest indigenous medical system, have been
able to undermine the aspirations of multinational companies
and the WTO. Halliburton traces how key drug prices have gone
down, not up, in low-income countries under the new patent
regime through partnerships between US- and India-based companies, but warns us to be aware of access to essential medicines
in low- and middle-income countries going forward.
Murphy Halliburton is Associate Professor of Anthropology at Queens College and the Graduate Center, CUNY. He is
the author of Mudpacks and Prozac.
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“In India and the Patent Wars, Murphy
Halliburton addresses the question of how
IP law and trade agreements should deal
with sophisticated knowledge systems
organized by principles quite unlike those
of the West. Halliburton convincingly
challenges the conventional view that
pits Big Pharma and allopathic medicine
against local knowledge-keepers and
holistic healing.”
—Michael F. Brown, author of Who Owns
Native Culture?

“I Love Learning; I Hate School”
An Anthropology of College
Susan D. Blum

Frustrated by her students’ performance, her relationships with
them, and her own daughter’s problems in school, Susan D.
Blum, a professor of anthropology, set out to understand why
her students found their educational experience at a top-tier institution so profoundly difficult and unsatisfying. Through her
research and in conversations with her students, she discovered
a troubling mismatch between the goals of the university and
the needs of students.
In “I Love Learning; I Hate School,” Blum tells two intertwined but inseparable stories: the results of her research into
how students learn contrasted with the way conventional education works, and the personal narrative of how she herself
was transformed by this understanding. Blum concludes that
the dominant forms of higher education do not match the
myriad forms of learning that help students—people in general—master meaningful and worthwhile skills and knowledge.
Students are capable of learning huge amounts, but the ways
higher education is structured often leads them to fail to learn.
More than that, it leads to ill effects. In this critique of higher
education, infused with anthropological insights, Blum explains
why so much is going wrong and offers suggestions for how to
bring classroom learning more in line with appropriate forms
of engagement. She challenges our system of education and
argues for a “reintegration of learning with life.”
Susan D. Blum is Professor of Anthropology at the University
of Notre Dame. She is the author of “I Love Learning; I Hate
School”: An Anthropology of College; My Word! Plagiarism and
College Culture; Lies That Bind: Chinese Truth, Other Truths; and
Portraits of “Primitives”: Ordering Human Kinds in the Chinese
Nation; the editor of Making Sense of Language: Readings in Culture and Communication (three editions); and coeditor of China
Off Center: Mapping the Margins of the Middle Kingdom.

$19.95 paperback 978-1-5017-1348-4
6 x 9, 360 pages, 1 halftone, 4 line figures

“As I read ‘I Love Learning; I Hate School,’
I sprained my neck from nodding in
vigorous agreement. The book casts
an anthropological lens on education in
general and higher education in particular,
and the result is a catalog of many of the
things that I believe ail us when it comes to
teaching and learning.”
—Inside Higher Ed
“We should take very seriously the critique
of higher education offered by Susan
Blum; the book is excellent, and I highly
recommend it. Blum does the profession
a service by drawing our attention to the
ways in which traditional educational
structures put barriers in the way of our
students and their learning.”
—Chronicle of Higher Education
“Susan D. Blum has written the book the
majority of college faculty would write if
they only had her encyclopedic knowledge,
deep insight, and courage.”
—David F. Lancy, author of The
Anthropology of Childhood
“‘I Love Learning; I Hate School’ is a mustread for all who care about educational
improvement and renewal.”
—Peter Demerath, author of Producing
Success
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Karen Nakamura

A Disability
of the Soul
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