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Welcome to our new-look Military studies annual subject catalog. 

As part of our 2020 Experience we’re shifting the approach to this catalog 
so that you get more from it. All our forthcoming, new, and recent books 
published in Military studies are here, of course, but there’s other content 
worth checking out, too.

Mixed in with the book descriptions are articles written by some of our au-
thors and question and answer sessions with some, too. The point of these 
pieces of content is to give you a little more sense of who our authors are and 
what makes their books fascinating. It’s all part of the experience of being 
part of CUP family.

You can find contact information for Emily Andrew, Michael McGandy, and 
Roger Haydon, our acquiring editors in Military studies, on the last page of 
this catalog or on our website.

Keep an eye out of these two symbols:
If you see them it means there is a podcast and/or video from that author. If 
you're viewing this catalog on ISSUU you can click the symbol to listen or 
watch. Otherwise, download the podcast from your preferred platform or 
watch the video on YouTube.

Enjoy the new look!

Emily Michael

Roger
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THE POLITICS OF VETERAN BENEFITS IN THE 
TWENTIETH CENTURY
A Comparative History 
Martin Crotty, Neil J. Diamant, and Mark Edele

$35.95 hardcover | $17.99 epub

LIVING BY THE SWORD
Weapons and Material Culture in France and Britain, 600–1600
Kristen B. Neuschel

$23.95 paperback | $11.99 epub

COMRADES BETRAYED
Jewish World War I Veterans under Hitler
Michael Geheran

BATTLEGROUNDS: CORNELL STUDIES IN MILITARY HISTORY

$34.95 hardcover | $16.99 epub

TO KILL NATIONS
American Strategy in the Air-Atomic Age and the Rise of Mutually 
Assured Destruction
Edward Kaplan

$23.95 paperback | $11.99 epub

THE MILITARY ENLIGHTENMENT
War and Culture in the French Empire from Louis XIV to Napo-
leon
Christy Pichichero

$27.95 paperback | $24.99 epub

HOW TO PREVENT COUPS D'ETAT
Counterbalancing and Regime Survival 
Erica De Bruin 

$46.95 hardcover | $22.99 epub

UNEASY MILITARY ENCOUNTERS
The Imperial Politics of Counterinsurgency in Southern Thailand
Ruth Streicher

$25.95 paperback | $12.99 epub

DESERTION 
Trust and Mistrust in Civil Wars
Théodore McLauchlin

$49.95 hardcover | $24.99 epub

BRAND NEW & FORTHCOMING

COVER YET TO 
BE REVEALED

COVER YET TO 
BE REVEALED

COVER YET TO 
BE REVEALED

COVER YET TO 
BE REVEALED

COVER YET TO 
BE REVEALED

COVER YET TO 
BE REVEALED
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DIAGNOSING DISSENT
Hysterics, Deserters, and Conscientious Objectors in Germany 
during World War One
Rebecca Ayako Bennette

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 epub

WAR AND GENOCIDE IN SOUTH SUDAN 
Clémence Pinaud

$19.95 paperback | $0.00 epub

ENGAGING THE EVIL EMPIRE
Washington, Moscow, and the Beginning of the End of the Cold 
War
Simon Miles

$34.95 hardcover | $16.99 epub

BRAND NEW & FORTHCOMING

COVER YET TO 
BE REVEALED

COVER YET TO 
BE REVEALED

COVER YET TO 
BE REVEALED
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$29.95 hardcover | $14.99 epub
180 pages, 6 x 9, 3 maps, 5 charts

"With a provocative argument and 
careful evidence, The Myth of the Nuclear 
Revolution questions decades of received 
wisdom on the role of nuclear weapons. 
A must-read."—Nuno Monteiro, Yale 
University

"This is the most important book written 
about nuclear strategy since the Cold 
War. Lieber and Press offer a powerful and 
compelling challenge to the widely held 
belief that nuclear weapons have revolu-
tionized world politics. It is a must read for 
students of international security."—John 
J. Mearsheimer, University of Chicago, 
author of The Great Delusion

"Albert Einstein famously quipped that the 
atomic bomb 'has changed everything ex-
cept our way of thinking.' Seven decades 
later, Lieber and Press invite us to consider 
how little has changed in the behavior of 
states. With fresh and compelling analysis, 
they argue that the persistence of strategic 
competition among states armed with the 
ultimate means of self defense calls into 
question the purported nuclear revolution 
in world politics."—Brad Roberts, Former 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense

Leading analysts have predicted for decades that nuclear weap-
ons would help pacify international politics. The core notion is 
that countries protected by these fearsome weapons can stop 
competing so intensely with their adversaries: they can end 
their arms races, scale back their alliances, and stop jockeying 
for strategic territory. But rarely have theory and practice been 
so opposed. Why do international relations in the nuclear age 
remain so competitive? Indeed, why are today's major geopolit-
ical rivalries intensifying?

In The Myth of the Nuclear Revolution, Keir A. Lieber and 
Daryl G. Press tackle the central puzzle of the nuclear age: the 
persistence of intense geopolitical competition in the shadow 
of nuclear weapons. They explain why the Cold War superpow-
ers raced so feverishly against each other; why the creation of 

"mutual assured destruction" does not ensure peace; and why 
the rapid technological changes of the 21st century will weaken 
deterrence in critical hotspots around the world.

By explaining how the nuclear revolution falls short, Lieber 
and Press discover answers to the most pressing questions 
about deterrence in the coming decades: how much capability 
is required for a reliable nuclear deterrent, how conventional 
conflicts may become nuclear wars, and how great care is re-
quired now to prevent new technology from ushering in an age 
of nuclear instability.

Keir A. Lieber is Director of the Center for Security Studies 
and Security Studies Program and Associate Professor in the 
Edmund A. Walsh School of Foreign Service and Department 
of Government at Georgetown University. He is the author of 
War and the Engineers. Daryl G. Press is Associate Professor 
in the Department of Government at Dartmouth College. He 
is the author of Calculating Credibility.

The Myth of the Nuclear Revolution
Power Politics in the Atomic Age

Keir A. Lieber and Daryl G. Press

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS
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Violating Peace
Sex, Aid, and Peacekeeping
 
Jasmine-Kim Westendorf

$29.95 hardcover | $14.99 epub
232 pages, 6 x 9

"Westendorf tackles an important subject 
in the world of peace operations and has 
managed to identify a missing angle in the 
growing literature about sexual exploita-
tion and abuse. Her insightful book makes 
an important intellectual and practical 
contribution."—Paul D. Williams, George 
Washington University, author of Fighting 
for Peace in Somalia

"Violating Peace is a richly detailed and 
fascinating read full of hard truths 
about the nature of peacekeeping and 
peacebuilding. An absolute must-read for 
scholars, practitioners and policymakers, 
this book will be central to debates about 
sexual exploitation and abuse—and how to 
prevent it—for years to come."—Dara Kay 
Cohen, Harvard Kennedy School, author 
of Rape During Civil War

"A UN Secretary-General defines sexual 
exploitation and abuse by peacekeepers 
as 'a cancer on our system.' Westendorf 
probes further—Has it spread? Is it fatal?—
and offers a holistic treatment plan to 
encourage and inspire all who believe that 
UN peacekeeping is well worth saving."—
Paula Donovan, Code Blue Campaign

Jasmine-Kim Westendorf's discomforting book investigates 
sexual misconduct by military peacekeepers and abuses perpe-
trated by civilian peacekeepers and non-UN civilian interveners. 
Based on extensive field research in Bosnia, Timor-Leste, and 
with the UN and humanitarian communities, Violating Peace 
uncovers a brutal truth about peacebuilding as Westendorf 
investigates how such behaviors affect the capacity of the in-
ternational community to achieve its goals related to stability 
and peacebuilding, and its legitimacy in the eyes of local and 
global populations.

As Violating Peace shows, when interveners perpetrate sexual 
exploitation and abuse, they undermine the operational capacity 
of the international community to effectively build peace after 
civil wars and to alleviate human suffering in crises. Further-
more, sexual misconduct by interveners poses a significant risk 
to the perceived legitimacy of the multilateral peacekeeping 
project, and the UN more generally, with ramifications for the 
nature and dynamics of UN in future peace operations.

Westendorf illustrates how sexual exploitation and abuse 
relates to other challenges facing UN peacekeeping, and shows 
how such misconduct is deeply linked to the broader cultures 
and structures within which peacekeepers work, and which 
shape their perceptions of and interactions with local commu-
nities. Effectively preventing such behaviors is crucial to global 
peace, order, and justice. Violating Peace thus identifies how 
policies might be improved in the future, based on an account 
of why they have failed to date.

Jasmine-Kim Westendorf is Senior Lecturer in International 
Relations at La Trobe University, Australia, and a Research Asso-
ciate at the Developmental Leadership Program. She is author of 
Why Peace Processes Fail. Follow her on Twitter @jasminekimw.
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Greek Warfare beyond the Polis
Defense, Strategy, and the Making of Ancient 
Federal States
 
David A. Blome

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 epub
168 pages, 6 x 9, 5 maps

"This is an important work that fills a 
major lacuna in the field of ancient Greek 
military history. David A. Blome's military 
experience distinguishes it from other 
books."—Joseph Roisman, Colby College, 
author of The Classical Art of Command

"Greek Warfare Beyond the Polis tackles 
a topic given too little attention from 
scholars, and does so in a series of 
captivating stories that take the reader 
directly into the midst of the thoughts 
and actions of Greek hoplites and soldiers 
fighting for to save their cities and 
themselves."—Jim Lacey, Marine Corps 
War College, author of The First Clash and 
The Washington War

Greek Warfare beyond the Polis assesses the nature and broader 
significance of warfare in the mountains of classical Greece. 
Based on detailed reconstructions of four unconventional mili-
tary encounters, David A. Blome argues that the upland Greeks 
of the classical mainland developed defensive strategies to guard 
against external aggression. These strategies enabled wide-scale, 
sophisticated actions in response to invasions, but they did not 
require the direction of a central, federal government. Blome 
brings these strategies to the forefront by driving ancient Greek 
military history and ancient Greek scholarship "beyond the polis" 
into dialogue with each other. As he contends, beyond-the-polis 
scholarship has done much to expand and refine our under-
standing of the ancient Greek world, but it has overemphasized 
the importance of political institutions in emergent federal 
states and has yet to treat warfare involving upland Greeks sys-
tematically or in depth. In contrast, Greek Warfare beyond the 
Polis scrutinizes the socio-political roots of warfare from beyond 
the polis, which are often neglected in military histories of the 
Greek city-state. By focusing on the significance of warfare vis-
à-vis the socio-political development of upland polities, Blome 
shows that although the more powerful states of the classical 
Greek world were dismissive or ignorant of the military capabili-
ties of upland Greeks, the reverse was not the case. The Phocians, 
Aetolians, Acarnanians, and Arcadians ca.490–362 BCE were 
well aware of the arrogant attitudes of their aggressive neighbors, 
and as highly efficient political entities, they exploited these 
attitudes to great effect.

David A. Blome is a combat veteran of the US Marine Corps. 
He holds a PhD in Ancient History from Cornell University.
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

While researching the Spartan army, I 
came across a saying attributed to the 
Spartan king Agesilaus: “When someone 
asked him why Sparta lacked fortification 
walls, he pointed to the citizens under 
arms and said: ‘These are the Spartans’ 
walls.’” The upland Greeks that I study 
would have known exactly what Agesi-
laus meant. In fact, they repelled two 
Spartan invasions during the classical 
period with almost no assistance from 
fortifications.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

In a phrase: citation management 
software.

How do you wish you could change the 
field of history?

Historians debate each other primarily 
in writing, whether in conference pre-
sentations, book reviews, or introductory 
chapters, and they’re really good at it. 
However, I would like to see more public 
debates between historians, especially 
on controversial topics. Such debates 

could potentially lead to broader en-
gagement with historical issues outside 
of academia.

 

“I would like 
to see more 
public debates 
between histo-
rians, especial-
ly on contro-
versial topics.”

Catching up with David A. Blome
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$36.95 hardcover | $17.99 epub
256 pages, 6 x 9, 1 map

"When There Was No Aid is a critical 
contribution to debates about the 
effectiveness of international interventions 
in shaping peace. Phillips makes a 
compelling argument about the role of war 
in peace, the limitations of international 
institutional responses to peacebuilding, 
and the importance of local discourses in 
building and maintaining peace—this book 
should be essential reading for scholars 
and practitioners working in conflict-zones 
globally."—Jasmine-Kim Westendorf, La 
Trobe University, author of Violating Peace

"In this important study, Sarah Phillips 
builds on her influential previous work 
on a fascinating natural experiment. 
Those insisting on 'state-building' in 
so-called fragile states need to learn from 
Somaliland that the very absence of an 
effective state was what brought about 
peace."—Duncan Green, London School 
of Economics and Political Science, author 
of How Change Happens

For all of the doubts raised about the effectiveness of interna-
tional aid in advancing peace and development, there are few 
examples of developing countries that are even relatively un-
touched by it. Sarah G. Phillips's When There Was No Aid offers 
us one such example.

Using evidence from Somaliland's experience of peace-build-
ing, When There Was No Aid challenges two of the most en-
grained presumptions about violence and poverty in the global 
South. First, that intervention by actors in the global North is 
self-evidently useful in ending them, and second that the qual-
ity of a country's governance institutions (whether formal or 
informal) necessarily determines the level of peace and civil 
order that the country experiences.

Phillips explores how popular discourses about war, peace, 
and international intervention structure the conditions of pos-
sibility to such a degree that even the inability of institutions 
to provide reliable security can stabilize a prolonged period 
of peace. She argues that Somaliland's post-conflict peace is 
grounded less in the constraining power of its institutions than 
in a powerful discourse about the country's structural, temporal, 
and physical proximity to war. Through its sensitivity to the 
ease with which peace gives way to war, Phillips argues, this 
discourse has indirectly harnessed an apparent propensity to 
war as a source of order.

Sarah G. Phillips is Associate Professor in the Department 
of Government and International Relations at the University of 
Sydney. Follow her on Twitter @DrSarahPhillips.

When There Was No Aid
War and Peace in Somaliland

Sarah G. Phillips
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

A basic function of the state is data col-
lection; indeed, “statistic” has etymolog-
ical roots in the word “state.” As part of 
its effort to assess where states do not ex-
ercise authority over territory, Crippling 
Leviathan examines what governments 
do and do not know about their popu-
lations. I spent countless hours deep in 
statistical reports, and it is fascinating 
to see what information states collect! 
Counts of fires, goats, hospital beds, 
hotel rooms, even mangos. Statistical 
reports tell you what states value. And 
more interestingly, gaps in those reports 
tell you what the state can’t see—and 
where it is blind.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

Crippling Leviathan is an empirical study, 
but normative questions about gover-
nance and the state were inescapable. I 
had tried to sidestep these issues, but ac-
knowledging them and embracing them 
actually made the book more honest 
and, in the end, a stronger intellectual 
product. 

How do you wish you could change the 
field of history?

Clausewitz reminds us that war is pol-
itics by other means—a similar idea as 
the one expressed in SMH’s 2020 con-
ference theme. Crippling Leviathan takes 
one step further by showing that foreign 
subversion is war by other means. In 
doing so, it demonstrates the fruitful-
ness of thinking of war as more than just 
conventional military operations. Sub-
version can complement force, but more 
often it substitutes for force. Expanding 
our understanding of the foreign policy 
toolkit will lead to productive new areas 
of inquiry for scholars, and will better 
prepare practitioners to confront contem-
porary challenges.

 

Expanding our 
understanding 
of the foreign 
policy toolkit 
will lead to 
productive 
new areas of 
inquiry for 
scholars.”

Catching up with Melissa M. Lee
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Crippling Leviathan
How Foreign Subversion Weakens the State
 
Melissa M. Lee

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 epub
264 pages, 6 x 9, 12 maps, 17 charts

"Crippling Leviathan is one of the most 
important books to be published in 
Political Science in the last decade. It 
is theoretically innovative, empirically 
rich, and provocative."—David A. Lake, 
University of California, San Diego, author 
of The Statebuilder's Dilemma

"Insightful and persuasive, Lee's study 
of sovereignty and subversion offers 
a very important contribution to our 
understanding of state-building and 
development."—John D. Ciorciari, 
University of Michigan, author of Hybrid 
Justice

"Lee has written a revolutionary book, one 
that changes our way of thinking about 
nation states and "stateless". In addition 
to its importance for IR scholars, it is 
invaluable for policy makers dealing with 
failed or failing states. I wish I had it in 
Afghanistan and Iraq."—Ryan Crocker, 
Former Ambassador to Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Pakistan, Syria, Kuwait and Lebanon

Policymakers worry that "ungoverned spaces" pose dangers to 
security and development. Why do such spaces exist beyond the 
authority of the state? Earlier scholarship—which addressed 
this question with a list of domestic failures—overlooked the 
crucial role that international politics play. In this shrewd book, 
Melissa M. Lee argues that foreign subversion undermines state 
authority and promotes ungoverned space. Enemy governments 
empower insurgents to destabilize the state and create ungov-
erned territory. This kind of foreign subversion is a powerful 
instrument of modern statecraft. But though subversion is less 
visible and less costly than conventional force, it has insidious 
effects on governance in the target state.

To demonstrate the harmful consequences of foreign subver-
sion for state authority, Crippling Leviathan marshals a wealth of 
evidence and presents in-depth studies of Russia's relations with 
the post-Soviet states, Malaysian subversion of the Philippines 
in the 1970s, and Thai subversion of Vietnamese-occupied Cam-
bodia in the 1980s. The evidence presented by Lee is persuasive: 
foreign subversion weakens the state.

She challenges the conventional wisdom on statebuilding, 
which has long held that conflict promotes the development 
of strong, territorially consolidated states. Lee argues instead 
that conflictual international politics prevents state development 
and degrades state authority. In addition, Crippling Leviathan 
illuminates the use of subversion as an underappreciated and 
important feature of modern statecraft. Rather than resort to 
war, states resort to subversion. Policymakers interested in ame-
liorating the consequences of ungoverned space must recognize 
the international roots that sustain weak statehood.

Melissa M. Lee is Assistant Professor of Political and Interna-
tional Affairs at Princeton University. Visit melissamlee.com 
for more information.
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$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 epub
256 pages, 6 x 9, 5 maps

"Emily Meierding provides a much-needed 
critique of the concept of 'oil wars,' 
debunking simplistic assertions over 
oil-motivated wars to expose some of 
the underlying causes of warfare in oil 
producing countries."—Philippe Le Billon, 
University of British Columbia, author 
of Wars of Plunder

"The Oil Wars Myth is a welcome and 
thoughtful corrective to a long-standing 
and largely unquestioned assumption 
about 'classic oil wars.' Emily Meierding 
convincingly unravels this assumption 
using a structured comparison of conflicts 
reflecting the best of qualitative security 
studies—theoretically ambitious and 
carefully detailed. This book is an exciting 
new contribution to the study of resources 
and war."—Benjamin Smith, University of 
Florida, author of Hard Times in the Land 
of Plenty

Do countries fight wars for oil? Given the resource's exceptional 
military and economic importance, most people assume that 
states will do anything to obtain it. Challenging this conven-
tional wisdom, The Oil Wars Myth reveals that countries do not 
launch major conflicts to acquire petroleum resources. Emily 
Meierding argues that the costs of foreign invasion, territorial 
occupation, international retaliation, and damage to oil company 
relations deter even the most powerful countries from initiat-
ing "classic oil wars." Examining a century of interstate violence, 
she demonstrates that, at most, countries have engaged in mild 
sparring to advance their petroleum ambitions.

The Oil Wars Myth elaborates on these findings by reassess-
ing the presumed oil motives for many of the twentieth century's 
most prominent international conflicts: World War II, the two 
American Gulf wars, the Iran–Iraq War, the Falklands/Malvinas 
War, and the Chaco War. These case studies show that countries 
have consistently refrained from fighting for oil. Meierding also 
explains why oil war assumptions are so common, despite the 
lack of supporting evidence. Since classic oil wars exist at the 
intersection of need and greed—two popular explanations for 
resource grabs—they are unusually easy to believe in.

The Oil Wars Myth will engage and inform anyone interested 
in oil, war, and the narratives that connect them.

Emily Meierding is Assistant Professor at the Naval Postgrad-
uate School, Monterey, California.

The Oil Wars Myth
Petroleum and the Causes of International 
Conflict

Emily Meierding
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What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

It is well known that Silicon Valley 
giants like Apple and Google began as 
start-ups in garages and dorm-rooms. It 
is less well-known that the most popular 
graphical mission planning application 
across the US military services, known 
as FalconView, also started in the 1980s 
and 1990s as an amateur program writ-
ten by and with the same pilots who used 
it. FalconView outperformed numerous 
systems that were designed by defense 
contractors to replace it, highlighting the 
important role of warfighter initiative in 
complex information systems. Organi-
zational practice, not just technological 
sophistication, makes the difference in 
modern war.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

I made the classic rookie mistake of 
trying to pack too much material into a 
first academic book. This is especially a 
temptation for a book with a broad topic 
like Information Technology and Mili-
tary Affairs. I originally had intended 
to include a substantive discussion of 
cyberwarfare along with the cases of 

more traditional combat, but this proved 
a bridge too far. Even broad topics must 
have a manageable scope! The book now 
focuses on the organizational and stra-
tegic context of information technology 
and battlefield operations, leaving the 
implications for cybersecurity and grand 
strategy for another work.

How do you wish you could change the 
field of history?

I would like to see the field of military 
history have greater influence on the 
interdisciplinary field of security stud-
ies. In many ways this would represent 
a return to the roots of the field, drawing 
on deeply researched historical cases 
to inform hard questions that emerge 
in modern practice. History can have 
as much, and sometimes more, to say 
about complex, cutting-edge problems 
as quantitative social science. While 
the technological, social, and strategic 
context changes continuously, history 
can show how the complexity of this 
context has always been a challenge, 
and an inspiration, for practitioners and 
scholars alike.

“I made the 
clssic rookie 
mistake of try-
ing to pack too 
much material 
into a first aca-
demic book”

Catching up with Jon Lindsay
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Information Technology and 
Military Power

Jon R. Lindsay

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$42.95 hardcover | $20.99 epub
296 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w halftones, 12 b&w line drawings, 2 charts

"This is a deeply researched book that 
covers a tremendous amount of empirical 
terrain. Lindsay tackles an increasingly 
important set of issues—namely, 
information and technology, and their 
effects on fog and friction in war—that 
have far reaching implications in times of 
peace as well as war."—Kelly M. Greenhill, 
Tufts and Harvard Universities, author of 
Weapons of Mass Migration

"Lindsay offers richly detailed case studies 
that flesh out different parts of the 
information practice problem. Full of new 
insights, this book is a refreshing read as 
it builds understanding and synthesizes 
seemingly competing theoretical 
arguments about the relationship 
between information technology and 
military performance."—Emily Goldman, 
Combined Action Group, US Cyber 
Command, author of Power in Uncertain 
Times

Militaries with state-of-the-art information technology some-
times bog down in confusing conflicts. To understand why, it 
is important to understand the micro-foundations of military 
power in the information age, and this is exactly what Jon R. 
Lindsay's Information Technology and Military Power gives us. As 
Lindsay shows, digital systems now mediate almost every effort 
to gather, store, display, analyze, and communicate information 
in military organizations. He highlights how personnel now 
struggle with their own information systems as much as with 
the enemy.

Throughout this foray into networked technology in military 
operations, we see how information practice—the ways in which 
practitioners use technology in actual operations—shapes the ef-
fectiveness of military performance. The quality of information 
practice depends on the interaction between strategic problems 
and organizational solutions. Information Technology and Mil-
itary Power explores information practice through a series of 
detailed historical cases and ethnographic studies of military 
organizations at war. Lindsay explains why the US military, de-
spite all its technological advantages, has struggled for so long in 
unconventional conflicts against weaker adversaries. This same 
perspective suggests that the US retains important advantages 
against advanced competitors like China that are less prepared 
to cope with the complexity of information systems in wartime. 
Lindsay argues convincingly that a better understanding of 
how personnel actually use technology can inform the design 
of command and control, improve the net assessment of military 
power, and promote reforms to improve military performance. 
Warfighting problems and technical solutions keep on changing, 
but information practice is always stuck in between.

Jon R. Lindsay is Assistant Professor 
of Digital Media and Global Affairs the 
University of Toronto. He is the co-editor 
of Cross-Domain Deterrence and China 
and Cybersecurity. Follow him on Twitter 
@jonrlindsay.
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$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 epub
282 pages, 6 x 9, 1 b&w line drawing, 1 map, 3 charts

"Regular Soldiers, Irregular War is a treasure 
trove of oral history of the second intifada, 
supporting an original and intriguing 
theoretical framework through which we 
can better understand soldiers' acts of 
violence. Manekin uses the interviews and 
survey masterfully to create a well-
integrated and compelling read."—Boaz 
Atzili, American University, author 
of Triadic Coercion

"In this carefully argued book, Devorah 
Manekin takes us inside Israeli combat 
units and provides a rare, compelling 
account of soldier-level decisions to use, 
or refrain from, violence. Theoretically 
sophisticated and analytically nuanced, 
this book highlights micro-level variation 
within armies and brings agency and 
organizational dynamics into the study 
of counterinsurgency. An outstanding 
contribution to the burgeoning study 
of political violence."—Scott Straus, 
University of Wisconsin, Madison, author 
of The Order of Genocide

What explains differences in soldier participation in violence 
during irregular war? How do ordinary men become profession-
al wielders of force, and when does this transformation falter 
or fail? Regular Soldiers, Irregular War presents a theoretical 
framework for understanding the various forms of behavior in 
which soldiers engage during counterinsurgency campaigns—
compliance and shirking, abuse and restraint, as well as the 
creation of new violent practices.

Through an in-depth study of the Israeli Defense Forces' 
repression of the Second Palestinian Intifada of 2000–2005, 
including in-depth interviews with and a survey of former com-
batants, Devorah Manekin examines how soldiers come both to 
unleash and to curb violence against civilians in a counterin-
surgency campaign. Manekin argues that variation in soldiers' 
behavior is best explained by the effectiveness of the control 
mechanisms put in place to ensure combatant violence reflects 
the strategies and preferences of military elites, primarily at 
the small-unit level. 

Furthermore, she develops and analyzes soldier participation 
in three categories of violence: strategic violence authorized by 
military elites; opportunistic or unauthorized violence; and 

"entrepreneurial violence"—violence initiated from below to ad-
vance organizational aims when leaders are ambiguous about 
what will best serve those aims. By going inside military field 
units and exploring their patterns of command and control, Reg-
ular Soldiers, Irregular War, sheds new light on the dynamics of 
violence and restraint in counterinsurgency.

Devorah S. Manekin is Assistant Professor in the International 
Relations Department at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

Regular Soldiers, Irregular War
Violence and Restraint in the Second Intifada

Devorah S. Manekin
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The Consequences of Humiliation
Anger and Status in World Politics
 
Joslyn Barnhart

$47.95 hardcover | $23.99 epub
270 pages, 6 x 9, 6 b&w line drawings, 14 charts

"The Consequences of Humiliation is a 
marvelous book. It addresses an important 
but understudied topic, moving forward 
a burgeoning literature on status and 
emotional impulses behind foreign 
policy."—Brian Rathbun, University of 
Southern California author of Reasoning 
of State

"Joslyn Barnhart musters an impressive 
array of empirical data that unpacks the 
concepts of status, shame, and humiliation 
in great power politics."—Alex Weisiger, 
University of Pennsylvania

The Consequences of Humiliation explores the nature of national 
humiliation and its impact on foreign policy. Joslyn Barnhart 
demonstrates that Germany's catastrophic reaction to humilia-
tion at the end of World War I is part of a broader pattern: states 
that experience humiliating events are more likely to engage in 
international aggression aimed at restoring the state's image in 
its own eyes and in the eyes of others.

Barnhart shows that these states also pursue conquest, inter-
vene in the affairs of other states, engage in diplomatic hostility 
and verbal discord, and pursue advanced weaponry and other 
symbols of national resurgence at higher rates than non-humil-
iated states in similar foreign policy contexts. Her examination 
of how national humiliation functions at the individual level 
explores leaders' domestic incentives to evoke a sense of national 
humiliation. As a result of humiliation on this level, the effects 
may persist for decades, if not centuries, following the original 
humiliating event.

Joslyn Barnhart is Assistant Professor of Government at 
Wesleyan University.
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CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$49.95 hardcover | $24.99 epub
244 pages, 6 x 9

"Should the US seek to contain aggressive 
adversaries, or wage preventive war to 
remove their threat? Thies explores recent 
history to assess these fateful options. His 
treatment is judicious and compelling. 
This is required reading for students of 
US foreign policy and grand strategy."—
Stephen Van Evera, MIT

Why Containment Works examines the conduct of American 
foreign policy during and after the Cold War through the lens 
of applied policy analysis. Wallace J. Thies argues that the Bush 
Doctrine after 2002 was a theory of victory—a coherent strategic 
view that tells a state how best to transform scarce resources 
into useful military assets, and how to employ those assets in 
conflicts. He contrasts prescriptions derived from the Bush 
Doctrine with an alternative theory of victory, one based on 
containment and deterrence, which US presidents employed for 
much of the Cold War period. There are, he suggests, multiple 
reasons for believing that containment was working well against 
Saddam Hussein's Iraq after the first Gulf War and that there 
was no need to invade Iraq in 2003.

Thies reexamines five cases of containment drawn from the 
Cold War and the post-Cold War world. Each example, Thies 
suggests, offered US officials a choice between reliance on tra-
ditional notions of containment and reliance on a more forceful 
approach. To what extent did reliance on rival theories of victo-
ry—containment versus first strike—contribute to a successful 
outcome? Might these cases have been resolved more quickly, 
at lower cost, and more favorably to American interests if US 
officials had chosen a different mix of the coercive and deterrent 
tools available to them? Thies suggests that the conventional 
wisdom about containment was often wrong: a superpower like 
the United States has such vast resources at its disposal that it 
could easily thwart Libya, Iraq, and Iran by means other than 
open war.

Wallace J. Thies is Professor Emeritus of Political Science at 
Catholic University of America. He is author of Why NATO 
Endures, When Governments Collide, and Friendly Rivals.

Why Containment Works
Power, Proliferation, and Preventive War

Wallace J. Thies
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The Saigon Sisters
Privileged Women in the Resistance
 
Patricia D. Norland

NIU SOUTHEAST ASIAN SERIES

$39.95 hardcover | $19.99 epub
264 pages, 6 x 9, 15 b&w halftones

"The biographical sketches are introduced 
with very precise and accurate historical 
analysis. The nationalist puzzle is further 
understood by Norland's remarkable 
portraits of supporting characters. This 
book is destined to be a classic."—Ken 
Burns, Filmmaker

The Saigon Sisters offers the narratives of a group of privileged 
women who were immersed in a French lycée and later rebelled 
and fought for independence, starting with France's occupation 
of Vietnam and continuing through US involvement and life 
after war ends in 1975.

Tracing the lives of nine women, The Saigon Sisters reveals 
these women's stories as they forsook safety and comfort to 
struggle for independence, and describes how they adapted 
to life in the jungle, whether facing bombing raids, malaria, 
deadly snakes, or other trials. How did they juggle double lives 
working for the resistance in Saigon? How could they endure 
having to rely on family members to raise their own children? 
Why, after being sent to study abroad by anxious parents, did 
several women choose to return to serve their country? How 
could they bear open-ended separation from their husbands? 
How did they cope with sending their children to villages to 
escape the bombings of Hanoi? In spite of the maelstrom of 
war, how did they forge careers? And how, in spite of dislocation 
and distrust following the end of the war in 1975, did these 
women find each other and rekindle their friendships? Patricia 
D. Norland answers these questions and more in this powerful 
and personal approach to history.

Patricia D. Norland most recently worked as a public diplo-
macy officer within the US Department of State. She is the 
translator of Beyond the Horizon, and the author of Vietnam in 
the Children of the World series.

NORTHERN ILLLINOIS UNIVERSITY PRESS



21  C O R N E L L P R E S S . C O R N E L L . E D U

What’s your favorite anecdote from your 
research for this book?

How one of the Saigon Sisters, Vietnam-
ese women who attended a French lycée 
in 1940s Saigon, persisted in finding a 
way to reunite the women after three de-
cades of war. Graduating in 1950, these 
friends were flung apart--donning black 
pajamas to join the resistance, being 
sent by worried parents to study abroad. 
Each found her role in the revolution. 
After war’s end in 1975, they returned 
to Saigon not knowing what happened to 
their classmates. Despite distrust across 
war-ravaged Saigon, Tuyen set out on her 
motorbike to find her friends. Their first 
reunion took place in Saigon in 1981.

What do you wish you had known when 
you started writing your book, that you 
know now?

The extent to which US officials ig-
nored telltale signs of why the French 
were defeated in Indochina. There are 
histories of French Indochina and an 
abundance of books on the Vietnam War 
by Westerners. There is a need for books 
by Vietnamese on why they fought the 
French and—when the French left—the 
Americans. More than the sum of sever-
al Western books, any one of the Saigon 

Sisters’ accounts unveils why, even as 
young women of privilege in 1940s 
Saigon, they rejected rule by foreigners. 
They could have gone abroad and never 
returned; instead, they endured decades 
of trauma.

How do you wish you could change the 
field of history?

Urge greater study of the impact of war 
on civilians. We should expect military 
accounts that go beyond a litany of weap-
ons and set battles, ending with the last 
paroxysm of violence or f lag-draped 
coffin.  How does war affect civilians, 
short- and long-term?  Families? Edu-
cation? Friendships? Careers?  A coun-
try’s society and economy?  Wars aren’t 
fought, and then end:  their effects linger 
and merit scrutiny to understand how 
conflict changes the lives of men and 
women--at the time, and later.  We need 
to focus on how the terror and trauma 
of war changes individuals, as well as 
societies.

 

“There is a 
need for books 
by Vietnam-
ese on why 
they fought 
the French 
and—when 
they left—the 
Americans.”

Catching up with Patricia D. Norland
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$54.95 hardcover | $26.99 epub
240 pages, 6 x 9, 8 b&w halftones, 1 b&w line drawing, 2 maps

"In this carefully crafted book, Forgash's 
ethnographic inquiry into sex, affect, and 
the construction of new forms of sociality 
adds an important dimension to our 
understanding of the lived experience 
of war and imperialism."—Christopher 
Nelson, University of north Carolina, 
author of Dancing with the Dead

Intimacy Across the Fencelines examines intimacy in the form 
of sexual encounters, dating, marriage, and family that involve 
US service members and local residents. Rebecca Forgash an-
alyzes the stories of individual US service members and their 
Okinawan spouses and family members against the backdrop of 
Okinawan history, political and economic entanglements with 
Japan and the United States, and a longstanding anti-base move-
ment. The narratives highlight the simultaneously repressive 
and creative power of military "fencelines," sites of symbolic 
negotiation and struggle involving gender, race, and class that 
divide the social landscape in communities that host US bases.

Intimacy Across the Fencelines anchors the global US military 
complex and US-Japan security alliance in intimate everyday 
experiences and emotions, illuminating important aspects of 
the lived experiences of war and imperialism.

Rebecca Forgash is Professor of Anthropology at Metropolitan 
State University of Denver.

Intimacy across the Fencelines
Sex, Marriage, and the US Military in 
Okinawa

Rebecca Forgash
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Militant Jihadism
Today and Tomorrow

edited by Serafettin Pektas and Johan Leman

LEUVEN UNIVERSITY PRESS
CURRENT ISSUES IN ISLAM

$29.50 paperback 
240 pages, 6 x 9

Contributors: Mohamed-Ali Adraoui (Georgetown 
University), Laith Alkhouri (Flashpoint), Nadim Houry 
(Arab Reform Initiative), Adolfo Gatti (Lumina Analyt-
ics), Stef Janssens (MYRIA), Johan Leman (KU Leuven), 
Serafettin Pektas (Researcher), Anita Perešin (Office of 
the National Security Council of the Republic of Croatia), 
Teun van Dongen (Independent Security Expert), Arturo 
Varvelli (ISPI).

Scholarly analysis of evolving jihadist organisation, strategies, 
and operation Jihadist militants keep being a global threat. Many 
observers suggest that a transformation is likely to happen in 
their organisation, operation, mobilisation and recruitment 
strategies particularly after the territorial decline of the "Ca-
liphate" of the "Islamic State." This volume explores different 
aspects of the future trajectories of militant jihadism and the 
prospective transformation of this movement in and around 
Europe. The authors analyse the changing jihadist landscape 
and networks, and the societal challenges posed by both re-
turned foreign terrorist fighters and those who have not returned 
to their countries of origin. Other topics of discussion are cyber 
jihadism, jihadist financing, women's position in and relevance 
for contemporary jihadism, the role of prisons in relation to 
radicalisation and militancy, and the changing theological dy-
namics. Based on recent empirical research, Militant Jihadism 
offers a solid scholarly contribution to various disciplines that 
study violence, terrorism, security, and extremism.

Ebook available in Open Access. This publication is GPRC-la-
beled (Guaranteed Peer-Reviewed Content).

Serafettin Pektas is a postdoc researcher who holds a PhD 
degree in Arabic and Islamic Studies at KU Leuven. 

Johan Leman is professor emeritus of Social and Cultural An-
thropology at KU Leuven and President of FOYER, a regional 
minorities centre in Brussels.
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Wounds of War
How the VA Delivers Health, Healing, and 
Hope to the Nation's Veterans

Suzanne Gordon

ILR PRESS
THE CULTURE AND POLITICS OF HEALTH CARE WORK

$19.95 paperback | $9.99 epub
464 pages, 6 x 9

"Important and timely."—BeyondChron

"A terrific book, and I would recommend 
that every veteran depending upon the 
VA for his or her healthcare buy it."—The 
Veteran

"Important and timely."—CounterPunch

"For better or worse, the course of VA 
health care now depends on a citizenry 
and health policy community that 
possesses little firsthand experience with 
its services or achievements. Wounds of 
War is a tremendous starting point for 
those interested in understanding the 
importance of getting these decisions 
right."—Washington Monthly

"A compelling account of the many 
strengths of the Veterans Healthcare 
System."—The Pharos

US military conflicts abroad have left nine million Americans 
dependent on the Veterans Health Administration (VHA) for 
medical care. Their "wounds of war" are treated by the largest 
hospital system in the country—one that has come under fire 
from critics in the White House, on Capitol Hill, and in the 
nation's media. The resulting public debate about the future of 
veterans' health care has pitted VHA patients and their care-giv-
ers against politicians and policy-makers who believe that former 
military personnel would be better served by private health care 
providers.

This high stakes controversy led Suzanne Gordon, 
award-winning health care journalist and author, to seek in-
sight from veterans and their families, VHA staff and adminis-
trators, advocates for veterans, and proponents of privatization. 
Gordon spent five years closely observing the VHA's treatment 
of patients suffering from service related injuries, physical and 
mental.

In Wounds of War, Gordon describes how the VHA-tasked 
with a challenging patient population- does a better job than 
private sector institutions offering primary and geriatric care, 
mental health and home care services, and support for patients 
nearing the end of life. The VHA, Gordon argues, is an integrat-
ed health care system worthy of wider emulation, rather than 
piece-meal dismantling for the benefit of private contractors. In 
the unusual culture of solidarity between patients and providers 
that the VHA has fostered, the author finds a working model 
for higher quality health care and a much-needed alternative to 
the practice of for-profit medicine.

Suzanne Gordon is author or editor of twenty books, including 
First Do No Harm and Beyond the Checklist. She has published in 
the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Boston Globe, and many 
more, and is a radio and TV commentator for CBS Radio and 
NPR’s Marketplace.

now in paperback
asign it for yoUr cLass
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STUDIES OF THE WEATHERHEAD EAST ASIAN INSTITUTE, COLUMBIA 

UNIVERSITY

$22.95 paperback | $10.99 epub
222 pages, 6 x 9, 21 b&w halftones

"Hofmann has produced a readable and 
exceptionally sensible volume on the 
global production of fascist ideology, 
which will be of tremendous value for 
scholars who teach comparative history. 

. . Hofmann’s book opens the door to a 
debate truly worth having in Japanese 
history circles."—Journal of Japanese 
Studies

"This book is an important addition 
to the growing body of literature that 
examines fascism in a transnational 
context. The author provides an insightful 
and highly original exploration of the 
dialogue between Italian Fascism and 
Japanese political and sociocultural 
debates of the period. Throughout the 
work, Reco Hofmann does especially 
well in highlighting the ambiguities and 
contradictions in the debate over fascism's 
applicability to Japan, in particular the 
tensions between its nationalist and 
internationalist impulses."—The Historian

In The Fascist Effect, Reto Hofmann uncovers the ideological 
links that tied Japan to Italy, drawing on extensive materials 
from Japanese and Italian archives to shed light on the forma-
tion of fascist history and practice in Japan and beyond. Moving 
between personal experiences, diplomatic and cultural relations, 
and geopolitical considerations, Hofmann shows that interwar 
Japan found in fascism a resource to develop a new order at a 
time of capitalist crisis.

Hofmann demonstrates that fascism in Japan was neither 
a European import nor a domestic product; it was, rather, the 
result of a complex process of global transmission and reformu-
lation. Far from being a vague term, as postwar historiography 
has so often claimed, for Japanese of all backgrounds who came 
of age from the 1920s to the 1940s, fascism conjured up a set 
of concrete associations, including nationalism, leadership, eco-
nomics, and a drive toward empire and a new world order.

Reto Hofmann is Lecturer in Modern History at Monash 
University.

The Fascist Effect
Japan and Italy, 1915–1952

Reto Hofmann

now in paperback
asign it for yoUr cLass
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THE UNITED STATES IN THE WORLD

$49.95 hardcover | $24.99 epub
282 pages, 6 x 9, 4 b&w halftones

"Colleen Woods compellingly answers 
the question of how US colonization and 
decolonization of the Philippines shaped 
its response to the broader decolonization 
of European empires after 1945. Freedom 
Incorporated makes an important 
contribution to the literature on the 
United States and the Cold War, and in 
particular on US-Southeast Asian relations 
after 1945."—Bradley Simpson, University 
of Connecticut, author of Economists with 
Guns

Freedom Incorporated demonstrates how anticommunist political 
projects were critical to the United States' expanding imperial 
power in the age of decolonization, and how anticommunism 
was essential to the growing global economy of imperial violence 
in the Cold War era.

In this broad historical account, Colleen Woods demon-
strates how, in the mid-twentieth century Philippines, US pol-
icymakers and Filipino elites promoted the islands as a model 
colony. Woods finds that in order to justify US intervention in 
an ostensibly independent Philippine nation, anticommunist 
Filipinos and their American allies transformed local political 
struggles in the Philippines into sites of resistance against global 
communist revolution. By linking political struggles over local 
resources, like the Hukbalahap Rebellion in central Luzon, to 
a war against communism, American and Filipino anticom-
munists legitimized the use of violence as a means to capture 
and contain alternative forms of political, economic, and social 
organization. Placing the post-World War II history of anticom-
munism in the Philippines within a larger imperial framework, 
in Freedom Incorporated Woods illustrates how American and 
Filipino intelligence agents, military officials, paramilitaries, 
state bureaucrats, academics, and entrepreneurs mobilized an-
ticommunist politics to contain challenges to elite rule in the 
Philippines.

Colleen Woods is Assistant Professor of History at the Uni-
versity of Maryland. Her work has appeared or is forthcoming 
in, LABOR, The Journal of Contemporary History, and the Wi-
ley-Blackwell Companion to US Foreign Relations.

Freedom Incorporated
Anticommunism and Philippine 
Independence in the Age of Decolonization

Colleen Woods
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$34.95 hardcover | $16.99 epub
416 pages, 6 x 9, 4 maps, 2 charts

"This is a fascinating contribution to the 
history of the war."—Foreign Affairs

"An expertly researched and written oral 
and narrative history, The Last Card 
examines the excruciatingly complex 
process of American decision making 
in the run-up to the 2007 surge against 
al Qaeda in Iraq . . . This precious 
narrative history shows the complexities 
of war planning and is a most welcome 
addition to modern American war studies, 
though it is best intended for advanced 
readers."—Choice

"The Last Card is an exhaustively 
researched account of how President 
George W. Bush made the decision to 
conduct the surge in Iraq. Readers will 
find this a gripping description of how 
the president made one of the toughest 
calls of his time in office."—General David 
Petraeus, (US Army, Ret.), Commander 
of the Surge in Iraq (2007-8), US Central 
Command (2008-10), and Coalition 
Forces in Afghanistan (2010-11)

This is the real story of how George W. Bush came to dou-
ble-down on Iraq in the highest stakes gamble of his entire 
presidency. Drawing on extensive interviews with nearly thirty 
senior officials, including President Bush himself, The Last 
Card offers an unprecedented look into the process by which 
Bush overruled much of the military leadership and many of 
his trusted advisors, and authorized the deployment of roughly 
30,000 additional troops to the warzone in a bid to save Iraq 
from collapse in 2007.

The adoption of a new counterinsurgency strategy and surge 
of new troops into Iraq altered the American posture in the 
Middle East for a decade to come. In The Last Card we have 
access to the deliberations among the decision-makers on Bush's 
national security team as they embarked on that course. In their 
own words, President George W. Bush, Vice President Dick 
Cheney, National Security Advisor Stephen Hadley, Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice, White House Chief of Staff Joshua 
Bolten, Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, and others, recount 
the debates and disputes that informed the process as President 
Bush weighed the historical lessons of Vietnam against the per-
ceived strategic imperatives in the Middle East. For a president 
who had earlier vowed never to dictate military strategy to gen-
erals, the deliberations in the Oval Office and Situation Room 
in 2006 constituted a trying and fateful moment.

The Last Card is a portrait of leadership—firm and daring if 
flawed—in the Bush White House. The candid interviews and 
probing essays are a first draft of the history of the surge and 
new chapter in the history of the American presidency.

Timothy Andrews Sayle is Assistant Professor in the Depart-
ment of History at the University of Toronto. Jeffrey A. Engel 
is Director of the Center for Presidential History at Southern 
Methodist University. Hal Brands is the Henry A. Kissinger 
Distinguished Professor of Global Affairs at the Johns Hopkins 
School of Advanced International Studies and a scholar at the 
American Enterprise Institute. He is the author of What Good 
is Grand Strategy? William Inboden is Executive Director 

The Last Card
Inside George W. Bush's Decision 
to Surge in Iraq 

edited by Timothy Andrews Sayle, Jeffrey A. 
Engel, Hal Brands, and William Inboden

and William Powers, Jr., Chair of the 
Clements Center for National Security 
at the University of Texas at Austin.



B E H I N D  T H E  B O O K

How does a president decide to send troops into 
battle? How does he or she weigh the contra-
dictory, even conflicting advice from national 

security officials, military advisers, and those outside 
of government? Variations across time, individuals, and 
problems mean that Presidents have approached war-
time decisions more like artists than engineers. They 
have drawn on bits of history, their interpretation of the 
national interest, and consideration of their fellow citi-
zen’s views in making choices and crafting strategy.

The quality of such art seems to be in decline. Al-
ready in summer 2019, President Trump has reportedly 
approved military strikes against Iran before aborting 
the missions at the last moment. His National Securi-
ty Advisor, is, according to the press, pushing for a war 
that the President does not want. And the strikes may 
have been averted after an intervention by a Fox News 
personality. It is not clear who is making the decisions, 
how they are made, or whether or not they will be imple-
mented. If this is art, it lies in the category of drunken fin-
gerpainting using the medium preferred by Chris Ofili.

Now, with the passage of time and aided by the will-
ingness of a President and his staff to share their expe-
riences, it is possible to look back fully grapple with a 
far different example of presidential decision-making. 
There has been, without question, enormous debate 
and controversy over George W. Bush’s decision-mak-
ing over the Iraq War. But The Last Card reveals the 
intricate debates and decisions  taken in 2006 that led 
to the surge of US troops to Iraq in 2007, and how the 
President managed this process to arrive at his decision 
and ensure it was carried out.

The Last Card offers a highly detailed study of the 
President’s decision-making process. Over eight chap-
ters of oral history, it relates the memories of the Pres-
ident, Vice President, Secretary of State, Secretary of 
Defense, and twenty-four other leaders, officials, and 
officers in the lead up to the surge. The oral histories, 
the transcripts of which will also be available in full from 
Southern Methodist University’s Center for Presidential 
History Collective Memory Project, highlight the com-
peting ideas and internal debates about the best policy 
for the United States in Iraq. President Bush was pre-
sented with an enormous range of advice from his senior 
aides: Nearly no one suggested increasing troops, while 
others proposed withdrawing; some urged the President 

to stick with the current strategy while others called for a 
fundamental change in how US forces operated in Iraq.

Like any consequential piece of art, the President’s 
decision to surge has been celebrated and critiqued, 
and indeed it is evaluated differently even by those 
interviewed for The Last Card. The process that led to 
the President’s decision is a source of debate amongst 
presidential scholars, and The Last Card brings together 
eight historians and political scientists to consider the 
decision-making process that led to the surge. They 
compare it to previous instances of national security 
decision-making, and test it against theories of strategy 
and executive action.

What all agree on, however, is that the President in-
vested enormous energy and effort into the decision to 
surge, but also in bringing along key players in govern-
ment and in the military – including even those who had 
resisted the idea. As Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice, an early skeptic of simply sending more forces to 
Iraq, told us: “The president can always just order, but 
it’s not always the prudent thing to do or the right thing 
to do.” The story of the decision to surge as told in The 
Last Card, then, is not only the art of making a deci-
sion but the art of presidential decision-making: How 
to come to a decision, and to do so in such a way that 
allows the president to bring the full support of govern-
ment to bear in implementing that decision.

The LosT ArT of PresidenTiAL 
decision MAking

Timothy Andrews Sayle
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"The Stuff of Soldiers is the most important 
recent contribution, in any language, 
to the history of the Red Army in 
World War II. I read it in one sitting 
and was consistently engaged. Highly 
recommended!"—Mark Edele, author of 
Stalin's Defectors

"One of the best books about Soviet 
military life to appear in a long time. 
Among its many remarkable features is the 
way the author introduces non-Russian 
and women's voices to his story. The Stuff 
of Soldiers is beautifully written, with often 
cinematic scope, and hard to put down."—
Mark von Hagen, author of Soldiers in the 
Proletarian Dictatorship

"Based on prodigious research in the Soviet 
archives, The Stuff of Soldiers interrogates 
dozens of objects within soldiers' grasp – 
from headgear to underwear, and spoons 
to tobacco – for their uses and meanings. 
The result is a fascinating retelling of how 
the Red Army fared in the Great Patriotic 
War."—Lewis Siegelbaum, co-editor of 
Empire and Belonging in the Eurasian 
Borderlands

The Stuff of Soldiers uses everyday objects to tell the story of the 
Great Patriotic War as never before. Brandon Schechter attends 
to a diverse array of things—from spoons to tanks—to show 
how a wide array of citizens became soldiers, and how the pro-
visioning of material goods separated soldiers from civilians.

Through a fascinating examination of leaflets, proclamations, 
newspapers, manuals, letters to and from the front, diaries, and 
interviews, The Stuff of Soldiers reveals how the use of everyday 
items made it possible to wage war. The dazzling range of docu-
ments showcases ethnic diversity, women's particular problems 
at the front, and vivid descriptions of violence and looting.

Each chapter features a series of related objects: weapons, 
uniforms, rations, and even the knick-knacks in a soldier's 
rucksack. These objects narrate the experience of people at war, 
illuminating the changes taking place in Soviet society over 
the course of the most destructive conflict in recorded history. 
Schechter argues that spoons, shovels, belts, and watches held 
as much meaning to the waging of war as guns and tanks. In 
The Stuff of Soldiers, he describes the transformative potential of 
material things to create a modern culture, citizen, and soldier 
during World War II.

Brandon Schechter is the Elihu Rose Scholar in Modern 
Military History at New York University. He is a contributor to 
Objects of War, edited by Leora Auslander and Tara Zahra.

The Stuff of Soldiers
A History of the Red Army in World War II 
through Objects 

Brandon M. Schechter
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Nikolai Donia became one of the over 34 million 
soldiers mobilized into the Red Army during 
World War II, and also one of more than 8.6 

million to die. His family never saw his body and likely 
had only a mass grave to visit. They did, however, have 
his spoon.

Shortly before being killed defending Moscow in De-
cember of 1941, while convalescing from wounds, Donia 
gave his wife his spoon. He inscribed it with the dates 
of milestones in their life together, including the birth of 
their daughter in May of 1939 and son in July of 1941. 
That he gave her a spoon is telling, as it was one of the 
most valued items a soldier had and the only thing that 
officially belonged to them. Before Donia’s spoon be-
came a relic—the last connection to a beloved husband 
and father who disappeared like so many others—it was 
a vital part of his day-to-day experience at the front. 
One soldier even quipped that “Without a spoon, just 
as without a rifle, it is impossible to wage war.”

In my book, The Stuff of Soldiers, I use a myriad of 
objects such as Donia’s spoon to tell the story of the war 
as never before. Each chapter takes a series of items to 
highlight the experience of soldiers during the war and 
show how a ragtag bunch of mostly amateurs defeated 
the Third Reich. Concentrating on stuff allows us to tell 
this story as never before. The immense diversity of the 
army, which included men and women, people aged 17 
to 55, as well as people drawn from virtually all nation-
alities and backgrounds (including convicts, déclassé 
peasants and “former people”), meant that often the 
common material culture of soldiers was all that unit-
ed these very different people. Due to the often pal-
try training soldiers received before being sent to the 
front (often as little as one month) the standard issue 
set of things was frequently all that separated soldiers 
from civilians. Mastering the use of these objects—how 
to shoot a rifle and dig a foxhole, but also how to wrap 
the lengths of cloth soldiers used in place of socks—was 
the process of becoming a soldier. Victory depended on 
learning to wear your tunic properly, use your weapon 
effectively, survive on sometimes substandard rations 
and excavate shelter from both enemy fire and the el-
ements with a standard-issue spade.

Victory also depended on convincing soldiers, many 
of whom felt alienated from Soviet power, that this was 
their fight. Physical evidence of what fascism meant—

mass graves, destroyed cities and villages, German dia-
ries and snapshots documenting rape and murder—be-
came central to propaganda efforts in the Red Army. 
Letters to and from the front were key to anchoring a 
soldier’s sense of self, allowing them to maintain connec-
tions with loved ones and make sense of the events they 
were engaged in.

The war led to a number of transformations, which 
objects bring into sharper focus. Looking at uniforms 
highlights how soldiers’ biographies were transformed 
by insignia and medals, which narrated their experiences 
at the front for all to see. They also showcase how the 
Soviet state rebranded itself as the inheritor of Russian 
military glory by adopting the uniform of the regime it 
had deposed. Following soldiers into the trenches they 
dug reveals how soldiers survived mechanized warfare 
and how the war became a crucial moment in urbaniza-
tion, as foxholes evolved into cities with significant infra-
structure. By focusing on trophies, we see how Soviet 
soldiers confronted the capitalist world and its incredi-
ble wealth in 1945 and how the USSR’s invitation to loot 
marked the Germans as a criminal, bourgeois nation. 
These are but a few of the revelations offered by The 
Stuff of Soldiers.

A soLdier's sPoon
Brandon Schechter



35  C O R N E L L P R E S S . C O R N E L L . E D U

$19.95 paperback | $0.00 epub
264 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w halftones, 6 maps, 3 charts

"Empire's Labor is a beautifully written, 
essential book exposing the labor 
and labor exploitation underpinning 
the military industrial complex, US 
empire, and the corporations fueling 
permanent war."—David Vine, Professor 
of Anthropology, American University, 
author of Base Nation

"Based in intensive on-the-ground research, 
this rich and remarkable book gives us 
a new way to understand the current 
everywhere war through the lens of the 
contract labor and migrations from poor 
countries that makes it possible. Acutely 
analyzed, Moore's book will be a 
foundational text for understanding 
contemporary war and providing insight 
into labor's pushback."—Catherine Lutz, 
Brown University, author of The Bases of 
Empire

"I can't think of any book about America's 
current global military conflicts that I've 
learned more from than Empire's Labor. 
Moore combines geography, history, 
ethnography, and political science in a 
sophisticated and readable analysis about 
the role of everyday people from all over 
the world who support American military 
logistics."—Jennifer Mittelstadt, Professor 
of History, Rutgers University

In a dramatic unveiling of the little-known world of contracted 
military logistics, Adam Moore examines the lives of the global 
army of laborers who support US overseas wars. Empire's Labor 
brings us the experience of the hundreds of thousands of men 
and women who perform jobs such as truck drivers and admin-
istrative assistants at bases located in warzones in the Middle 
East and Africa. He highlights the changes the US military has 
undergone since the Vietnam War, when the ratio of contrac-
tors to uniformed personnel was roughly 1:6. In Afghanistan 
it has been as high as 4:1. This growth in logistics contracting 
represents a fundamental change in how the US fights wars, 
with the military now dependent on a huge pool of contractors 
recruited from around the world. It also, Moore demonstrates, 
has social, economic, and political implications that extend well 
beyond the battlefields.

Focusing on workers from the Philippines and Bosnia, two 
major sources of "third country national" (TCN) military labor, 
Moore explains the rise of large-scale logistics outsourcing since 
the end of the Cold War; describes the networks, infrastruc-
tures, and practices that span the spaces through which people, 
information, and goods circulate; and reveals the experiences 
of foreign workers, from the hidden dynamics of labor activism 
on bases, to the economic and social impacts these jobs have on 
their families and the communities they hail from. Through 
his extensive fieldwork and interviews, Moore gives voice to the 
agency and aspirations of the many thousands of foreigners who 
labor for the US military.

Thanks to generous funding from UCLA and its participation 
in TOME (Toward an Open Monograph Ecosystem), the ebook 
editions of this book are available as Open Access volumes from 
Cornell Open (cornellopen.org) and other repositories.

Adam Moore is Associate Professor in the Department of 
Geography at the University of California, Los Angeles. He is 
author of Peacebuilding in Practice. Follow him on Twitter @
ConflictGeo.

Empire’s Labor
The Global Army That Supports US Wars 

Adam Moore
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This biography of Alcibiades, the charismatic Athenian states-
man and general (c. 450–404 BC) who achieved both renown 
and infamy during the Peloponnesian War, is both an extraor-
dinary adventure story and a cautionary tale that reveals the 
dangers that political opportunism and demagoguery pose to 
democracy. As Jacqueline de Romilly brilliantly documents, Al-
cibiades's life is one of wanderings and vicissitudes, promises 
and disappointments, brilliant successes and ruinous defeats. 
Born into a wealthy and powerful family in Athens, Alcibia-
des was a student of Socrates and disciple of Pericles, and he 
seemed destined to dominate the political life of his city—and 
his tumultuous age.

Romilly shows, however, that he was too ambitious. Haunted 
by financial and sexual intrigues and political plots, Alcibia-
des was exiled from Athens, sentenced to death, recalled to his 
homeland, only to be exiled again. He defected from Athens to 
Sparta and from Sparta to Persia and then from Persia back to 
Athens, buffeted by scandal after scandal, most of them of his 
own making. A gifted demagogue and, according to his contem-
poraries, more handsome than the hero Achilles, Alcibiades is 
also a strikingly modern figure, whose seductive celebrity and 
dangerous ambition anticipated current crises of leadership.

Elizabeth Trapnell Rawlings is a freelance translator of 
texts in French, working since 1992. She has degrees from the 
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, and the University 
of Iowa. Since 1995, she has translated independently, or with 
others, a number of books and articles, primarily in the field of 
Greek and Roman literature and history. 

The Life of Alcibiades
Dangerous Ambition and the Betrayal of 
Athens

Jacqueline de Romilly

translated by Elizabeth Trapnell Rawlings

"Jacqueline de Romilly's study of 
Alcibiades astonishingly succeeds in 
arousing in the reader the same feelings 
as those undoubtedly once experienced 
by the Athenian public before this 
extraordinary person. Her book inspires 
not only wonder at Alcibiades's varied 
talents and admiration at his ability 
to seduce those around him but also 
anxiety about his ambitions and fear 
for the risks he takes. With its sudden 
reversals—victories followed by terrible 
defeats, resounding successes as well as 
the most bitter failures—Romilly's book 
possesses the color of an epic with accents 
of tragedy."—Revue des Études Grecques 
(reviewing the French edition)

Jacqueline de Romilly (1913-2010) 
was a distinguished scholar of Greek 
history and culture. In 1973, she became 
Chair of Greek at the College de France, 
the first woman nominated to this pres-
tigious institution. In 1988, she was 
elected to the Académie Française as 
the second woman member, after Mar-
guerite Yourcenar. Romilly was an A.D. 
White Professor at large at Cornell from 
1974 to 1980.
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Why did the US intelligence services fail so spectacularly to 
know about the Soviet Union's nuclear capabilities following 
World War II? As Vince Houghton, historian and curator of the 
International Spy Museum in Washington, DC, shows us, that 
disastrous failure came just a few years after the Manhattan 
Project's intelligence team had penetrated the Third Reich and 
knew every detail of the Nazi 's plan for an atomic bomb. What 
changed and what went wrong?

Houghton's delightful retelling of this fascinating case of 
American spy ineffectiveness in the then new field of scientific 
intelligence provides us with a new look at the early years of the 
Cold War. During that time, scientific intelligence quickly grew 
to become a significant portion of the CIA budget as it struggled 
to contend with the incredible advance in weapons and other sci-
entific discoveries immediately after World War II. As Houghton 
shows, the abilities of the Soviet Union's scientists, its research 
facilities and laboratories, and its educational system became 
a key consideration for the CIA in assessing the threat level of 
its most potent foe. Sadly, for the CIA scientific intelligence 
was extremely difficult to do well. For when the Soviet Union 
detonated its first atomic bomb in 1949, no one in the American 
intelligence services saw it coming.

Vince Houghton is Historian and Curator at the Interna-
tional Spy Museum. He taught courses in Cold War history and 
intelligence history at the University of Maryland and is the 
host and creative director of Spycast, the Spy Museum's popular 
podcast. His work has been published widely in such media as 
Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, The Economist, Vanity Fair, 
and many others.

The Nuclear Spies
America's Atomic Intelligence Operation 
against Hitler and Stalin

Vince Houghton

"In this neat, enthralling study, Houghton 
wonders why this successful intelligence 
operation was followed by the failure to 
anticipate the first Soviet nuclear test in 
August 1949."—Foreign Affairs

"The Nuclear Spies makes a significant 
contribution to intelligence studies 
by filling a gap in the literature: 
the importance of individual and 
institutional threat perceptions and 
cultural preconceptions when it comes 
to the development of strategic policy."—
Genevieve Lester, US Army War College, 
author of When Should State Secrets Stay 
Secret?

"Vince Houghton is exceptionally well-
versed in the history of the intelligence 
challenges. The Nuclear Spies is an 
illuminating and valuable book describing 
the terrifying dawn, at the turn from 
World War II to the Cold War, of scientific 
intelligence."—Richard Immerman, 
Temple University, author of The Hidden 
Hand
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"Divided Allies changes the way we think 
about existing Cold War history. Thomas 
K. Robb and David James Gill's work 
will spark substantial research, and the 
book will be a rich resource for scholars in 
international relations, diplomatic history, 
and regional studies."—Jarrod Hayes, 
University of Massachusetts and MIT

"Divided Allies is a stimulating analysis of 
the complex dynamics of alliance politics 
in the early Cold War. Thomas K. Robb 
and David James Gill skillfully weigh 
multiple factors, including domestic 
politics, in explaining the diverse interests 
and sometimes fractious relations within 
the ANZUS and SEATO pacts."—Marc 
Gallicchio, Villanova University, co-author 
of the Bancroft Prize-winning Implacable 
Foes

By directly challenging existing accounts of post-World War II 
relations among the United States of America, the United King-
dom, Australia, and New Zealand, Divided Allies is a significant 
contribution to transnational and diplomatic history. At its heart, 
Divided Allies examines why strategic cooperation among these 
closely allied Western powers in the Asia-Pacific region was 
limited during the early Cold War. Thomas K. Robb and David 
James Gill probe the difficulties of security cooperation as the 
leadership of these four states balanced intramural competition 
with the need to develop a common strategy against the Soviet 
Union and the new communist power, the People's Republic 
of China.

Robb and Gill expose contention and disorganization among 
non-communist allies in the early phase of containment strategy 
in Asia-Pacific. In particular, the authors note the significance 
of economic, racial, and cultural elements to planning for re-
gional security and they highlight how these domestic matters 
resulted in international disorganization. Divided Allies shows 
that, amidst these contentious relations, the antipodean powers 
Australia and New Zealand occupied an important role in the 
region and successfully utilized quadrilateral diplomacy to ad-
vance their own national interests, such as the crafting of the 
1951 ANZUS collective security treaty.

As fractious as were allied relations in the early days of NATO, 
Robb and Gill demonstrate that the post-World War II Asia-Pacif-
ic was as contentious, and that Britain and the commonwealth 
nations were necessary partners in the development of early 
global Cold War strategy.

Thomas K. Robb is Senior Lecturer at Oxford Brookes 
University and a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society. 
He is author of Jimmy Carter and the Anglo-American "Special 
Relationship" and A Strained Partnership?

David James Gill is Associate Professor at the University of 
Nottingham. He is author of Britain and the Bomb.
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Since 9/11, why have we won smashing battlefield victories only 
to botch nearly everything that comes next? In the opening 
phases of war in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Libya, we mopped the 
floor with our enemies. But in short order, things went horribly 
wrong.

We soon discovered we had no coherent plan to manage 
the "day after." The ensuing debacles had truly staggering con-
sequences—many thousands of lives lost, trillions of dollars 
squandered, and the apparent discrediting of our foreign policy 
establishment. This helped set the stage for an extraordinary 
historical moment in which America's role in the world, along 
with our commitment to democracy at home and abroad, have 
become subject to growing doubt. With the benefit of hindsight, 
can we discern what went wrong? Why have we had such great 
difficulty planning for the aftermath of war?

In The Day After, Brendan Gallagher—an Army lieutenant 
colonel with multiple combat tours to Iraq and Afghanistan, and 
a Princeton Ph.D.—seeks to tackle this vital question. Galla-
gher argues there is a tension between our desire to create a 
new democracy and our competing desire to pull out as soon 
as possible. Our leaders often strive to accomplish both to keep 
everyone happy. But by avoiding the tough underlying decisions, 
it fosters an incoherent strategy. This makes chaos more likely.

Gallagher asks whether we will learn from our mistakes, or 
provoke even more disasters? Human lives, money, elections, 
and America's place in the world may hinge on the answer.

Brendan R. Gallagher is a US Army lieutenant colonel in 
the infantry who has completed seven tours to Iraq and Afghan-
istan, including multiple deployments with the 75th Ranger 
Regiment. He received the General George C. Marshall award 
as the top US graduate at the Army Command and General Staff 
College, and is currently a battalion commander. He holds a PhD 
in public and international affairs from Princeton.

The Day After
Why America Wins the War but Loses the 
Peace

Brendan R. Gallagher

"The Day After asks why America has so 
often won the war but lost the peace that 
followed. Brendan Gallagher's answers 
are correct and timeless: Postwar is harder 
than war. Beware of magical thinking. 
Learn from history. His book is a good 
reference for heads of state, scholars, and 
soldiers."—Lieutenant Colonel John Nagl, 
US Army (Ret.), author of Knife Fights

"A thought-provoking, intensively-
researched, and compelling account 
(and cautionary tale) of the enormous 
challenges of the 'post-conflict' phases of 
America's major post-9/11 interventions—
by a true soldier-scholar who served on 
the ground in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
then carefully studied those conflicts."—
General David Petraeus, US Army (Ret.)
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In the fight against the Islamic State (IS), Kurdish forc-
es in Syria and Iraq were America’s most important 
coalition partner. Still only weeks ago, US and Kurd-

ish forces had been conducting as many as a dozen 
counterterrorism missions a day. Some 11,000 Kurdish 
soldiers died in the US-led ground campaign since 
2014. The sudden US withdrawal from Syria put a hold 
to these cooperation efforts. Moreover, the Turkish of-
fensive against the Kurdish Syrian Democratic Forces 
(SDF) may result in serious harm to the Kurdish popu-
lation in Syria. Many even warn that Turkey may commit 
acts of ethnic cleansing.

US President Trump thus far does not seem too both-
ered by these developments.  “They didn’t help us with 
Normandy,” he asserted on October 9 during a press 
conference. “They were there [in the fight against IS], 
but they’re there to help us with their land. And that’s a 
different thing.” Relatedly, President Trump did not ap-
pear to be worried when asked whether the US desertion 
of the Kurds would make the construction of future US 
coalitions in the region more difficult. “No, it won’t be. It 
won’t be at all. Alliances are very easy,” Trump responded. 
My book, Constructing Allied Cooperation: Diplomacy, 
Payments, and Power in Multilateral Military Coalitions, 
largely contradicts President Trump’s perspective.

My findings do suggest that many coalitions are 
the result of transactions. These practices date back to 
the Korean War, when Turkey, Greece, Thailand, Ethi-
opia, Colombia, the Philippines, South Africa, Greece, 
Australia and New Zealand received coalition com-
pensation payments. During the Gulf War, the US 
government was able to convince other countries (i.e., 
Germany, Japan, Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia) to pay for 
these payment packages. Overall, the United States 
collected more than $16 billion to be distributed to co-
alition members. More recently, the US government 
spent roughly $9.4 billion on coalition partners serving in 
NATO’s International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) 
in Afghanistan from 2010 to 2015. The Kurdish forces in 
Syria have received similar types of financial and military 
aid, for example, via the Counter-Islamic State in Iraq 
and Syria Train and Equip Fund.

My research, however, shows that these allied pay-
ments almost never occur in a political vacuum. US 
governments show a very strong desire to provide these 
payments to governments that they are diplomatically 

consTrucTing ALLied cooPerATion: 
The us-kurdish cAse

Marina E. Henke

embedded with (i.e., where tight, good and plentiful 
political connections exist). In other words, the US gov-
ernment strongly prefers to pay its friends than random 
strangers. Why? These networks provide an insurance 
policy: coalition partners might be tempted to pocket 
the cash or other incentives and then limit the coalition 
commitment to the absolute minimum. Such behavior is 
feasible for two reasons.

First, it is hard for the United States to observe what 
is going on in the deployment theater at all times and 
places. Second, the United States faces punishment 
challenges, especially in environments in which coalition 
participants are scarce. Networks reduce these credible 
commitment problems to a certain degree: they in-
crease the range of possible “retaliatory linkage” oppor-
tunities and thus maximize the costs of reneging on an 
agreement; they can also build affection and friendship 
leading to compliance.

These findings have a direct impact on the current 
situation in Syria.

First, the abandonment of the Kurds in Syria will de-
stroy social and political networks that have been cul-
tivated over the past decade and enabled successful 
cooperation against the Islamic State. By abandoning 
the Kurds—moral reasons aside—the United States is 
throwing away these decade-long investments. What 
is more, memories of US abandonment will make it 
arguably impossible to ever reactivate those networks 
in future times.

Second, the United States does not possess any 
equivalent networks with any partner now operating 
in the region—thus putting in doubt President Trump’s 
claim that the construction of alliances is “very easy” – at 
least those that lead to successful cooperation.   

President Trump appears determined to leave Syr-
ia—though a complete abandonment is realistically 
impossible. Future coalition-building will thus without a 
doubt suffer the consequences of current US actions.
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How do states overcome problems of collective action in the 
face of human atrocities, terrorism and the threat of weapons 
of mass destruction? How does international burden-sharing in 
this context look like: between the rich and the poor; the big and 
the small? These are the questions Marina E. Henke address-
es in her new book Constructing Allied Cooperation. Through 
qualitative and quantitative analysis of 80 multilateral military 
coalitions, Henke demonstrates that coalitions do not emerge 
naturally. Rather, pivotal states deliberately build them. They 
develop operational plans and bargain suitable third parties 
into the coalition, purposefully using their bilateral and multi-
lateral diplomatic connections—what Henke terms diplomatic 
embeddedness—as a resource. As Constructing Allied Coopera-
tion shows, these ties constitute an invaluable state capability 
to engage others in collective action: they are tools to construct 
cooperation.

Pulling apart the strategy behind multilateral military coali-
tion-building, Henke looks at the ramifications and side effects 
as well. As the Trump administration promotes an "America 
First" policy and withdraws from international agreements and 
the United Kingdom completes Brexit, Constructing Allied Co-
operation is an important reminder that international security 
cannot be delinked from more mundane forms of cooperation; 
multilateral military coalitions thrive or fail depending on the 
breadth and depth of existing social and diplomatic networks.

Marina E. Henke is Assistant Professor of International Re-
lations and the Co-Chair of the War & Society Working Group 
at Northwestern University.

Constructing Allied Cooperation
Diplomacy, Payments, and Power in 
Multilateral Military Coalitions

Marina E. Henke

"Marina E. Henke's book is intriguing, 
interesting, and provocative. Her ability 
to insightfully explain the transactional 
nature of relationships between large 
and small actors attempting to complete 
their coalitions reveals in great detail 
the complicated nature of international 
coalition building."—Jeffrey A. Engel, 
Southern Methodist University, author of 
When the World Seemed New

"Constructing Allied Cooperation will be 
a valuable resource for those interested 
in multilateral military coalitions and 
international security cooperation 
more generally. It combines theoretical 
innovation with rich empirical work."—
Alexander Thompson, Ohio State 
University, author of award-winning 
Channels of Power
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Rough Draft draws the curtain on the race and class inequities of 
the Selective Service during the Vietnam War. Amy J. Rutenberg 
argues that policy makers' idealized conceptions of Cold War 
middle-class masculinity directly affected whom they targeted 
for conscription and also for deferment. Federal officials be-
lieved that college educated men could protect the nation from 
the threat of communism more effectively as civilians than as 
soldiers. The availability of deferments for this group mush-
roomed between 1945 and 1965, making it less and less likely 
that middle-class white men would serve in the Cold War army. 
Meanwhile, officials used the War on Poverty to target poorer 
and racialized men for conscription in the hopes that military 
service would offer them skills they could use in civilian life.

As Rutenberg shows, manpower policies between World War 
II and the Vietnam War had unintended consequences. While 
some men resisted military service in Vietnam for reasons of 
political conscience, most did so because manpower polices 
made it possible. By shielding middle-class breadwinners in 
the name of national security, policymakers militarized certain 
civilian roles—a move that, ironically, separated military service 
from the obligations of masculine citizenship and, ultimately, 
helped kill the draft in the United States.

Amy J. Rutenberg is Assistant Professor of History at Iowa 
State University. Follow her on Twitter @amyjay401.

Rough Draft
Cold War Military Manpower Policy and the 
Origins of Vietnam-Era Draft Resistance

Amy J. Rutenberg

"Lively and accessible, Rough Draft 
challenges the conventional wisdom 
about Americans' commitment to military 
service, the motivations behind Vietnam-
era draft resistance, and the construction 
of appropriate roles for men in post-World 
War II society. It will be read by armchair 
historians and students of military and 
gender studies alike."—Heather Stur, 
University of Southern Mississippi, author 
of The US Military and Civil Rights Since 
World War II

"A superb addition to any course evaluating 
the relationships between war and 
American society. Well-written and 
tightly argued, Rutenberg illuminates the 
problems of social mobilization into the 
armed forces during the Cold War era, all 
the while contesting the popular memory 
of the 'Greatest Generation.'"—Gregory 
A. Daddis, Chapman University, author of 
Westmoreland's War
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K. B. E. E. Eimeleus was ahead of his time with his advocacy 
of ski training in the Russian armed forces. Employing termi-
nology never before used in Russian to describe movements 
with which few were familiar, Skis in the Art of War gives a 
breakdown of the latest techniques at the time from Scandinavia 
and Finland. Eimeleus's work is an early and brilliant example 
of knowledge transfer from Scandinavia to Russia within the 
context of sport.

Nearly three decades after he published his book, the Finnish 
army, employing many of the ideas first proposed by Eimeleus, 
used mobile ski troops to hold the Soviet Union at bay during 
the Winter War of 1939–40, and in response, the Soviet govern-
ment organized a massive ski mobilization effort prior to the 
German invasion in 1941. The Soviet counteroffensive against 
Nazi Germany during the winter of 1941–42 owed much of its 
success to the Red Army ski battalions that had formed as a 
result of the ski mobilization. 

In this lucid translation that includes most of the original 
illustrations, scholar and former biathlon competitor William 
D. Frank collaborates with E. John B. Allen, known world-wide 
for his work on ski history.

K. B. E. E. Eimeleus (Carl Bror Emil Aejmelaeus-Äimä) 
served at the highest levels of the Finnish government after 
independence until his death in 1935.

William D. Frank is the author of Everyone to Skis! Skiing in 
Russia and the Rise of Soviet Biathlon. His articles have appeared 
in The Boston Globe, The Journal of Sport History, Ski History 
Magazine and Pacific Northwest Quarterly.

E. John B. Allen is author of numerous articles, films, and 
books, including From Skisport to Skiing and Culture and Sport 
of Skiing from Antiquity to World War II.

Skis in the Art of War

K. B. E. E. Eimeleus

translation and commentary by William D. 
Frank

"Thoroughly engaging."—The Wall Street 
Journal

"This book embraces larger issues, 
including the history of sport, the history 
of local ingenuity in overcoming the 
challenges of climate, the history of 
adapting specialized skills and resources 
to military use, and the life history of a 
fascinating figure in the world of sports."—
Bruce W. Menning, University of Kansas, 
author of Bayonets Before Bullets

"Impressive. Eimeleus's book appears to 
have been read and understood by the 
Red Army General Staff as they raised and 
equipped ski troops in the 1920s and 1930s 
and especially during their so-called Great 
Patriotic War."—David M. Glantz, founder 
and former director of the US Army's 
Foreign Military Studies Office, author 
of Operation Don's Main Attack
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During the week of November 30 through De-
cember 8, 2019, the world’s top biathletes de-
scended on Östersund, Sweden to open the 

International Biathlon Union’s 2019/2020 World Cup 
series. The crowds will be enormous: in the twenty-first 
century, biathlon has evolved into one of the most 
popular spectator sports in Europe. This unlikely com-
bination of cross-country skiing and rifle marksmanship 
makes for an exciting display of physical dexterity and 
mental concentration whether in the individual time trial 
events, pursuits, head-to-head mass starts or relay races.

Biathlon is very much the product of the mid-twenti-
eth century’s war years, especially the Winter War when 
a vastly outnumbered group of mobile Finnish ski troops 
held the mechanized forces of the Soviet Union at bay 
from late November 1939 to March 1940.

In response to the success of the Finns, the Soviet 
government organized a massive ski mobilization effort 
prior to the German invasion of 1941. The Soviet coun-
teroffensive during the winter of 1941-1942 owed much 
of its success to the Red Army ski battalions that had 
formed as a result of the mobilization effort the previous 
year. The Kremlin’s propaganda machine transformed 
the Soviet skier into an icon of national defense during 
its Great Patriotic War against Germany and then well 
into the post-World War II era.

After the war, both Finland and the Soviet Union lob-
bied hard for the inclusion of biathlon (a distillation of 
the military patrol race for individual competitors) into 
the Winter Olympics program. World championship 
competition began in 1958 and biathlon gained a spot 
at the Olympics for the first time during the Squaw Val-
ley Games of 1960.

The roots of biathlon evolved in the Norwegian army 
during the eighteenth century but the sport’s more im-
mediate genesis stems from an obscure ski manual pre-
pared for the Russian military in 1912.

The author of this book, Skis in the Art of War, was K. 
B. E. E. Eimeleus, a Finnish-born junior officer serving in 
the Russian Imperial Cavalry. Due to the disastrous con-
sequences of the Russo-Japanese War of 1904-1905, an 
ill-advised conflict provoked by Russia in a northern cli-
mate along the empire’s far-eastern border, it was appar-
ent that in future warfare, the Russian army would have 
to fight again under similar winter conditions.

Eimeleus wrote his handbook with just such a sce-

nario in mind. Although the Bolshevik Revolution put 
paid to any systematic ski training in the Russian army, 
Eimeleus used his expertise to revive ski training in his 
native Finland after independence in 1917. The govern-
ment placed him in charge of revamping the cavalry 
regimen at the Finnish army’s garrison in Lapeenranta in 
the Karelia region, where—twenty years later—the skiing 
Finns would decimate the Soviet Union’s armored divi-
sions. Many of the fundamentals of ski training detailed 
in Eimeleus’s handbook for use by the Russian Imperial 
Army before the revolution became integrated into the 
Finnish military program at Lapeenranta during this in-
ter-war period.

Although Eimeleus didn’t live to see it, Skis in the Art 
of War was a boon to his fellow countrymen during the 
Winter War and—almost half a century after its publi-
cation—played a crucial role in the development of the 
sport of biathlon.

Where in The WorLd does The 
BiAThLon coMe froM?

William D. Frank
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Since its composition in Washington's Willard Hotel in 1861, 
Julia Ward Howe's "Battle Hymn of the Republic" has been used 
to make America and its wars sacred. Few Americans reflect on 
its violent and redemptive imagery, drawn freely from prophetic 
passages of the Old and New Testaments, and fewer still think 
about the implications of that apocalyptic language for how 
Americans interpret who they are and what they owe the world. 

In A Fiery Gospel, Richard M. Gamble describes how this 
camp-meeting tune, paired with Howe's evocative lyrics, became 
one of the most effective instruments of religious nationalism. 
He takes the reader back to the song's origins during the Civil 
War, and reveals how those political and military circumstances 
launched the song's incredible career in American public life. 
Gamble deftly considers the idea behind the song—humming 
the tune, reading the music for us—all while reveling in the 
multiplicity of meanings of and uses to which Howe's lyrics 
have been put. "The Battle Hymn of the Republic" has been 
versatile enough to match the needs of Civil Rights activists 
and conservative nationalists, war hawks and peaceniks, as well 
as Europeans and Americans. This varied career shows read-
ers much about the shifting shape of American righteousness. 
Yet it is, argues Gamble, the creator of the song herself—her 
Abolitionist household, Unitarian theology, and Romantic and 
nationalist sensibilities—that is the true conductor of this most 
American of war songs. 

A Fiery Gospel depicts most vividly the surprising genealogy 
of "The Battle Hymn of the Republic," and its sure and certain 
position as a cultural piece in the uncertain amalgam that was 
and is American civil religion.

Richard M. Gamble is the Anna Margaret Ross Alexander 
Chair of History and Politics at Hillsdale College. He is author 
of In Search of the City on a Hill and The War for Righteousness.

A Fiery Gospel
The Battle Hymn of the Republic and the Road 
to Righteous War

Richard M. Gamble

"Lively. . . . Readers with an interest in 19th-
century American religious and political 
popular culture will enjoy this biography of 
a hymn."—Publishers Weekly

"An accessible, engaging, and above all 
informative volume."—The Collegian

"In this engagingly written and thoroughly 
researched book, Richard M. Gamble 
traces the history of Julia Ward Howe's 

"Battle Hymn of the Republic" from its 
conception at the outset of the Civil 
War though the beginning of the 21st 
century."—Civil War Book Review

"We think we know 'The Battle Hymn of 
the Republic', but Richard Gamble better 
acquaints us with the mostly unknown 
author, Julia Ward Howe, and the almost 
entirely unknown history of her iconic 
poem. The result is a treasure trove of 
insight on Howe and her anthem, and 
the dubious career of American religious 
nationalism."—Mark Noll, author of In the 
Beginning Was the Word
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Born from necessity, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) has always seemed on the verge of collapse. Even 
now, some seventy years after its inception, some consider its 
foundation uncertain and its structure weak. At this moment 
of incipient strategic crisis, Timothy A. Sayle offers a sweeping 
history of the most critical alliance in the post-World War II era. 

In Enduring Alliance, Sayle recounts how the western Eu-
ropean powers, along with the United States and Canada, de-
veloped a treaty to prevent encroachments by the Soviet Union 
and to serve as a first defense in any future military conflict. 
As the growing and unruly hodgepodge of countries, councils, 
commands, and committees inflated NATO during the Cold 
War, Sayle shows that the work of executive leaders, high-level 
diplomats, and institutional functionaries within NATO kept 
the alliance alive and strong in the face of changing administra-
tions, various crises, and the flux of geopolitical maneuverings. 
Resilience and flexibility have been the true hallmarks of NATO.

As Enduring Alliance deftly shows, the history of NATO is 
organized around the balance of power, preponderant military 
forces, and plans for nuclear war. But it is also the history riven 
by generational change, the introduction of new approaches to 
conceiving international affairs, and the difficulty of diplomacy 
for democracies. As NATO celebrates its seventieth anniversary, 
the alliance once again faces challenges to its very existence 
even as it maintains its place firmly at the center of western 
hemisphere and global affairs.

Timothy A. Sayle is Assistant Professor of History at the 
University of Toronto and a fellow of the Bill Graham Centre for 
Contemporary International History and the Southern Method-
ist University's Center for Presidential History.

Enduring Alliance
A History of NATO and the Postwar Global 
Order

Timothy Andrews Sayle

"Sayle, a history professor at the University 
of Toronto, provides an in-depth analysis. 

. . . Through personal papers, cabinet 
memoranda, and other previously 
classifed documents retrieved from a 
dozen archives across North America and 
Europe, he contextualizes the personal 
perspectives of the alliance's political, 
military, and diplomatic leadership. 
Countering a widely held public 
perception, Sayle persuasively makes the 
point that the primary fear among these 
leaders was not the Red Army crossing 
Germany's Fulda Gap but rather the 

"problem of democracy" itself."—Literary 
Review of Canada

"Sayle's book is a remarkably well-
documented history of the NATO 
alliance. This is a worthwhile addition to 
the growing literature on NATO and a 
foundation for understanding its current 
challenges and prospects."—Choice

"Drawing on extensive archival records, 
Sayle rehearses in detail the founding of 
NATO and its early operations"—Foreign 
Affairs
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Providing new interpretations and analysis of the Quartering 
Act of 1765, McCurdy sheds light on a misunderstood aspect of 
the American Revolution. 

Quarters unearths the vivid debate in eighteenth-century 
America over the meaning of place. It asks why the previously 
uncontroversial act of accommodating soldiers in one's house 
became an unconstitutional act. In so doing, Quarters reveals 
new dimensions of the origins of Americans' right to privacy. It 
also traces the transformation of military geography in the lead 
up to independence, asking how barracks changed cities and 
how attempts to reorder the empire and the borderland led the 
colonists to imagine a new nation.

Quarters emphatically refutes the idea that the Quartering 
Act forced British soldiers in colonial houses, demonstrates the 
effectiveness of the Quartering Act at generating revenue, and 
examines aspects of the law long ignored, such as its application 
in the backcountry and its role in shaping Canadian provinces.

Above all, Quarters argues that the lessons of accommodat-
ing British troops outlasted the Revolutionary War, profoundly 
affecting American notions of place. McCurdy shows that the 
Quartering Act had significant ramifications, codified in the 
Third Amendment, for contemporary ideas of the home as a 
place of domestic privacy, the city as a place without troops, and 
a nation with a civilian-led military.

John Gilbert McCurdy is Professor of History at Eastern 
Michigan University. He is the author of Citizen Bachelors.

Quarters
The Accommodation of the British Army and 
the Coming of the American Revolution

John Gilbert McCurdy

"The book is a masterful telling of personal, 
local stories about the challenges and 
impacts of quartering, while maintaining 
a fast-paced book . . . it is indispensable 
reading for those interested in any aspect 
of the American Revolution."—Journal of 
the American Revolution
/i>

"Quarters places the issue of housing 
troops at the center not only of the 
Revolution, but of American political and 
social culture as colonists struggled to 
define boundaries between public and 
private spheres."—Choice

"Quarters is a magnificent book of 
relevance to colonial American and 
British imperial history, there is much to 
praise."—Colin Nicolson, University of 
Stirling, author of The "Infamas Govener", 
and editor of the Bernard Papers
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Last year, President Donald Trump and the House 
of Representatives sparred over military power. 
Following the assassination of Iranian General Qa-

ssem Soleimani, the president tweeted his willingness to 
escalate matters should Iran retaliate. In response, Dem-
ocrats in the legislature condemned Trump as a dictator 
and voted to curtail his war powers.          

This was not the first time this has happened in 
American history.

Since the founding, fears that one person will effect 
tyranny by seizing control of the military has haunted our 
history. When George Washington became command-
er of the Continental Army, the British condemned him 
as the “dictator of America.” President Lincoln was up-
braided by the Supreme Court for suspending the writ 
of habeas corpus, while the misadventures of Johnson 
and Nixon in Southeast Asia led to the War Powers Act.

Military power is one of the more complicated attri-
butes of a republic. While soldiers are needed “to keep 
freedom free,” history provides plenty of examples of 
people who embraced Caesarism. In the United States, 
this dilemma is particularly acute. Because the country 
was birthed by patriots who decried standing armies and 
feared the tyrannical power of the state, the nation re-
mains scarred by the fear that unfreedom at the point of 
a gun is just around the corner.        

In my book Quarters: The Accommodation of the Brit-
ish Army and the Coming of the American Revolution, I 
examine an earlier version of the struggle over military 
power. In the eighteenth century, the most intimate 
version of unchecked militarism was quartering. When 
armies came to town, they seized buildings to provide a 
place for soldiers to sleep. Often, this led to quartering 
in private homes against the will of the inhabitants.

When the Americans declared independence in 1776, 
they listed among their charges against King George III: 
“For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us.” 
Since 1763, Britain had stationed thousands of troops in 
North America. When colonial complaints about taxa-
tion turned violent, another 1500 soldiers went to Bos-
ton, ultimately resulting in the Boston Massacre of 1770. 
To the Patriots, this proved that the king had become 
a tyrant.

Yet the story was more complicated. In my research, 
I focused on the Quartering Act of 1765, a Parliamenta-
ry law often implicated by historians for forcing soldiers 

into houses. To be sure, when British lawmakers first in-
troduced the bill to Parliament, they allowed that sol-
diers could “be quartered upon private houses.” When 
he caught wind of this, King George III warned against 
it. The king was correct, and Parliament changed the 
law. Indeed, the Quartering Act made it illegal to quar-
ter troops in private houses, and the British army faith-
fully complied with this prohibition for the next decade.

At the end of the American Revolution, the distaste 
for quartering remained palpable. When ratification of 
the US Constitution stalled, James Madison added, 
among other things, the Third Amendment. Hence-
forth, the new nation vowed that “No soldier shall, in 
time of peace, be quartered in any house without the 
consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in manner 
to be prescribed by law.”

Curiously, the Third Amendment has never been the 
subject of a Supreme Court ruling as quartering in pri-
vate homes has rarely been employed by the US Army. 
Indeed, the New Yorker has made light of the Third 
Amendment by citing the country’s lack of interest in it.

Perhaps this is the lesson that quartering provides for 
America today. Recently, the memory of Revolution-
ary-era quartering has surfaced in periodicals as politi-
cally diverse as The Hill and The Atlantic. Like the revo-
lutionaries, we remain vigilant in our critique of military 
power and suspicious of the people who wield it. This 
provides a popular check on presidents and prevents 
them from becoming dictators. In this, we remain true 
to the spirit of the Revolution even if we misremember 
what actually happened.

MiLiTAry PoWer And hisToricAL 
MeMory

John Gilbert McCurdy
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Yet again, the controversial Palestinian leader Hajj 
Amin al-Husayni is making headlines. In May 
2019, in a Washington post op-ed, Middle East 

studies scholar Dr. Maha Nassar addressed recent crit-
ics of US House Representative Rashida Tlaib, saying 
that ‘by citing the pro-Nazi propaganda of Mufti Hajj 
Amin al-Husayni to claim that “Palestinian leaders at the 
time sided with Hitler,” they conflate the statements and 
actions of a single individual with those of an entire peo-
ple.’ This conflation is indeed a problem.

Notorious for siding with the Nazis during the Sec-
ond World War and for his inclusion on the UN War 
Crimes Commission list, Husayni’s prewar career comes 
into focus in Statecraft by Stealth. When writing the 
book, I tried to address the Mufti’s prewar career without 
being unduly influenced by our knowledge of his collab-
oration with the Nazis. In fact, I argued that he showed 
little interest in the Nazis before the war. It is helpful to 
examine the beginning of Husayni’s career in order to 
better understand the events which led up to his disas-
trous choices of the 1940s.

The British appointed him Mufti of Jerusalem and 
President of the Supreme Muslim Council. From 1921-
37, Husayni used those government offices to amass 
power and influence, and, I argue, to secretly galvanise 
nationalist opposition to Britain’s support for Zionism. 
He led revolt against Britain in the later 1930s, which was 
crushed by the British army. However, during the 1920s, 
Husayni was still an inexperienced politician. His fashion 
choices tell us a lot about how he saw himself, how he 
presented himself, and his search for a brand during the 
1920s.

His passport photos and applications from his early 
career reflect his changing self-image. His first passport 
application in 1921 lists his occupation as ‘proprietor’, 
malak in Arabic. This was before his appointment as 
Mufti of Jerusalem, but during the debates and consul-
tations for that job. There is no trace of politician here, 
even though Husayni had played an important role in 
promoting nationalist insurrection the previous year. In 
the 1921 photo he wore a suit and tie with a tarbush. This 
was typical of any Ottoman urban aristocrat.

For each of the subsequent passport applications, 
Husayni self-styled as the Grand Mufti alone. He wore 
black robes and a white ’amama wrapped around his 
tarbush. This is the look of a judge or cleric. I suspect 

that his fashion here was inspired by his former teach-
er, Rashid Rida. Rida was a famous pan-Arabist and Is-
lamic Modernist journalist and activist based in Egypt. 
Hajj Amin never completed a degree during his studies 
before the First World War, but nonetheless was ap-
pointed Mufti over other qualified candidates. Rashid 
Rida was his teacher for about two years and his goal 
of reviving the Arab Islamic world so to resist Christian 
imperialism influenced Husayni considerably.

As we see Hajj Amin’s transformation, we can see the 
influence of his former teacher, who was still his friend 
and mentor during the 1920s. His photos from 1923 and 
1926 are less polished, but he has certainly chosen a di-
rection for his outward image. Playing the part of a reli-
gious leader would have been helpful to his image both 
domestically and internationally, especially given his 
lacking academic credentials. We can see that by 1927 
his “look” took shape. By then, Hajj Amin had developed 
a pattern of leadership – playing the part of loyal gov-
ernment officer with enormous power over Muslim civil 
law and life. Simultaneously, he built up his connections 
abroad to other pan-Arab movements, and had offered 
material support from his land trust in Palestine to an-
ti-French rebels in Syria.

British intelligence officers might have benefited 
from analyzing Hajj Amin’s fashion choices. Had they 
done so, they might have gained insight into what the 
Mufti really thought about the British Empire, since Ri-
da’s anti-imperialist views were well-known. Statecraft by 
Stealth helps to explain why warning signs about Hu-
sayni’s relationship with the Palestinian independence 
movement and armed resistance were readily dismissed 
by other authorities.

on BrAnd—The fAshion choices of 
hAjj AMin AL-husAyni

Steven B. Wagner
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Britain relied upon secret intelligence operations to rule Man-
datory Palestine. Statecraft by Stealth sheds light on a time in 
history when the murky triad of intelligence, policy, and security 
supported colonial governance. It emphasizes the role of the 
Anglo-Zionist partnership, which began during World War I and 
ended in 1939, when Britain imposed severe limits on Jewish 
immigration and settlement in Palestine. 

Steven Wagner argues that although the British devoted 
considerable attention to intelligence gathering and analysis, 
they never managed to solve the basic contradiction of their 
rule: a dual commitment to democratic self-government and to 
the Jewish national home through immigration and settlement. 
As he deftly shows, Britain's experiment in Palestine shed all 
pretense of civic order during the Palestinian revolt of 1936–41, 
when the police authority collapsed and was replaced by a secu-
rity state, created by army staff intelligence. That shift, Wagner 
concludes, was rooted in Britain's desire to foster closer ties 
with Saudi Arabia just before the start of World War II, and thus 
ended its support of Zionist policy. 

Statecraft by Stealth takes us behind the scenes of British 
rule, illuminating the success of the Zionist movement and the 
failure of the Palestinians to achieve independence. Wagner fo-
cuses on four key issues to stake his claim: an examination of 
the "intelligence state" (per Martin Thomas's classic, Empires of 
Intelligence), the Arab revolt, the role of the Mufti of Jerusalem, 
and the origins and consequences of Britain's decision to end 
its support of Zionism.

Wagner crafts a superb story of espionage and clandestine 
policy-making, showing how the British pitted individual com-
munities against each other at particular times, and why.

Steven Wagner is a Lecturer in International Security in the 
Social and Political Sciences Department at Brunel University. 
Follow him on Twitter @StevenWagner85.

Statecraft by Stealth
Secret Intelligence and British Rule in 
Palestine

Steven B. Wagner

"Statecraft by Stealth is the most revealing 
excavation ever of British colonial 
intelligence and secret policing in 
Mandatory Palestine."—Michael Provence, 
author of The Last Ottoman Generation 
and the Making of the Modern Middle East

"A readable, gripping narrative resting on 
an equally impressive source base. Steven 
B. Wagner has done remarkable detective 
work in multilingual archives—including 
both Hebrew and Arabic—to show how 
British intelligence was fundamental 
to power and policy in Mandatory 
Palestine."—Michael S. Goodman, King's 
College London
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In The Sexual Economy of War, Andrew Byers argues that in the 
early twentieth century, concerns about unregulated sexuality 
affected every aspect of how the US Army conducted military 
operations. Far from being an exercise marginal to the institu-
tion and its scope of operations, governing sexuality was, in fact, 
integral to the military experience during a time of two global 
conflicts and numerous other army deployments.

In this revealing study, Byers shows that none of the issues 
related to current debates about gender, sex, and the military—
the inclusion of LGBTQ soldiers, sexual harassment and vio-
lence, the integration of women—is new at all. Framing the 
American story within an international context, he looks at 
case studies from the continental United States, Hawaii, the 
Philippines, France, and Germany. Drawing on internal army 
policy documents, soldiers' personal papers, and disciplinary 
records used in criminal investigations, The Sexual Economy 
of War illuminates how the US Army used official policy, legal 
enforcement, indoctrination, and military culture to govern way-
ward sexual behaviors. Such regulation, and its active opposition, 
leads Byers to conclude that the tension between organizational 
control and individual agency has deep and tangled historical 
roots.

Andrew Byers researches the history of the regulation of the 
human body and the intersection of science, sexuality, and law 
in civilian and military contexts.

The Sexual Economy of War
Discipline and Desire in the US Army

Andrew Byers

"The book is a fascinating look into turn-of-
the-century military culture."—Choice

"Andrew Byers's mastery of sources—most 
particularly in the United States Army's 
courts-martial records—is rare. His book 
makes clear that the Army's attempts 
to regulate sex, and the contests over 
how, why, and when to regulate it, matter 
a great deal."—Beth  Bailey, author of 
America's Army

"This is an excellent book, broad-ranging 
in scope and analysis, and eminently 
readable. Andrew Byers's unpacking 
of American martial masculinity in the 
context of overseas deployment—colliding 
as it did with tropical environments 
and racial miscegenation—is especially 
astute."—Bobby A. Wintermute, co-author 
of Race and Gender in Modern Western 
Warfare
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STUDIES OF THE WEATHERHEAD EAST ASIAN INSTITUTE, COLUMBIA 

UNIVERSITY

$45.00 hardcover | $21.99 epub
306 pages, 6 x 9, 9 b&w halftones, 1 map

In The Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, Jeremy Yellen 
exposes the history, politics, and intrigue that characterized 
the era when Japan's "total empire" met the total war of World 
War II. He illuminates the ways in which the imperial center 
and its individual colonies understood the concept of the Sphere, 
offering two sometimes competing, sometimes complementary, 
and always intertwined visions—one from Japan, the other from 
Burma and the Philippines.

Yellen argues that, from 1940 to 1945, the Greater East Asia 
Co-Prosperity Sphere epitomized two concurrent wars for Asia's 
future: the first was for a new type of empire in Asia, and the 
second was a political war, waged by nationalist elites in the 
colonial capitals of Rangoon and Manila. Exploring Japanese 
visions for international order in the face of an ever-changing 
geopolitical situation, The Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere 
explores wartime Japan's desire to shape and control its imperial 
future while its colonies attempted to do the same. At Japan's 
zenith as an imperial power, the Sphere represented a plan for 
regional domination; by the end of the war, it had been recast 
as the epitome of cooperative internationalism. In the end, the 
Sphere could not survive wartime defeat, and Yellen's lucidly 
written account reveals much about the desires of Japan as an 
imperial and colonial power, as well as the ways in which the 
subdued colonies in Burma and the Philippines jockeyed for 
agency and a say in the future of the region.

Jeremy A. Yellen is Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Japanese Studies at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

The Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity 
Sphere
When Total Empire Met Total War

Jeremy A. Yellen

"No English-language monographs have 
[yet] explored the Greater East Asia 
Co-Prosperity Sphere—Japan's wartime 
effort to impose a new regional order—
from the vantage point of Japanese high 
policy. Jeremy Yellen has admirably filled 
this gap, offering innovative insights 
into Japan's abortive effort to redefine 
the international relations of East and 
Southeast Asia from the late 1930s to 
1945."—Global Asia

"Drawing on what were then widely 
accepted ideas about racial hierarchies, 
regional economic blocs, and economic 
planning, the sphere's advocates 
envisioned Asia as a "familial community" 
that would free itself from European 
exploitation under the leadership of an 
advanced Japan."—Foreign Affairs

"Yellen offers a useful examination of 
the changing and contested meaning 
of Japan's proclaimed 'Co-Prosperity 
Sphere.' [His] work helps inform about an 
important but opaque aspect of World 
War II history that influenced the receding 
of Asian empires after that war."—Journal 
of Military History
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In A Scrap of Paper, Isabel V. Hull compares wartime decision 
making in Germany, Great Britain, and France, weighing the 
impact of legal considerations in each. She demonstrates how 
differences in state structures and legal traditions shaped the 
way the three belligerents fought the war.

Hull focuses on seven cases: Belgian neutrality, the land war 
in the west, the occupation of enemy territory, the blockade, un-
restricted submarine warfare, the introduction of new weaponry, 
and reprisals. A Scrap of Paper reconstructs the debates over mil-
itary decision-making and clarifies the role law played—where 
it constrained action, where it was manipulated, where it was 
ignored, and how it developed in combat—in each case. A Scrap 
of Paper is a passionate defense of the role that the law must play 
to govern interstate relations in both peace and war.

Isabel V. Hull is John Stambaugh Professor of History at 
Cornell University. She is the author of Absolute Destruction and 
Sexuality, State and Civil Society in Germany, 1700–1815.

A Scrap of Paper
Breaking and Making International Law 
during the Great War

Isabel V. Hull

"A Scrap of Paper is an outstanding book 
and a work of exceptional scholarship."—
American Journal of International Law

"This book should not get lost in the rather 
large volume of new studies published as 
we mark the centennial of the First World 
War. It makes a distinct contribution not 
only to the bast hisoriography of the 
war, but also to the developing body of 
literature on the intersection of law and 
international conflict."—Canadian Military 
History

"This book will be of interest to serious 
students of World War I. A Scrap of Paper 
is also a source of unusual case studies 
for practitioners who need to understand 
how diplomacy, operational design, and 
strategic communications shape, and are 
shaped, by international law. This book 
illuminates challenges facing practitioners 
today as much as those facing their 
predecessors a century ago."—Military 
Review

now in paperback
asign it for yoUr cLass
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THE UNITED STATES IN THE WORLD

$45.00 hardcover | $21.99 epub
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Arc of Containment recasts the history of American empire in 
Southeast and East Asia from World War II through the end 
of American intervention in Vietnam. Setting aside the classic 
story of anxiety about falling dominoes, Wen-Qing Ngoei artic-
ulates a new regional history premised on strong security and 
sure containment guaranteed by Anglo-American cooperation.

Ngoei argues that anticommunist nationalism in Southeast 
Asia intersected with preexisting local antipathy toward China 
and the Chinese diaspora to usher the region from Europe-
an-dominated colonialism to US hegemony. In Arc of Contain-
ment Ngoei shows how the pro-US trajectory of Southeast Asia 
after the Pacific War was, in fact, far more characteristic of the 
wider region's history than American policy failure in Vietnam. 
Indeed, by the early 1970s, five key anticommunist nations—
Malaya, Singapore, Philippines, Thailand, and Indonesia—had 
quashed Chinese-influenced socialist movements at home and 
established, with US support, a geostrategic arc of states that 
contained the Vietnamese revolution and encircled China. In 
the process, the Euro-American colonial order of Southeast Asia 
passed from an era of Anglo-American predominance into a con-
dition of US hegemony. Arc of Containment demonstrates that 
American failure in Vietnam had less long-term consequences 
than widely believed because British pro-West nationalism 
had been firmly entrenched twenty-plus years earlier. In effect, 
Ngoei argues, the Cold War in Southeast Asia was but one vio-
lent chapter in the continuous history of western imperialism 
in the region in the twentieth century.

Wen-Qing Ngoei is Assistant Professor at Nanyang Techno-
logical University. His work has been published in Diplomatic 
History and the Journal of American-East Asian Relations.

Arc of Containment
Britain, the United States, and 
Anticommunism in Southeast Asia

Wen-Qing Ngoei

"Ngoei issues a sad warning about the costs 
for the peoples of the area subjected to 
the new and re-emergent Asian cold war 
challenges. This is an important scholarly 
contribution."—Choice

"Arc of Containment is a genuine pleasure 
to read. Wen-Qing Ngoei deftly places 
the history of the Vietnam war in a larger 
regional perspective. He is able to show—
very convincingly—that Vietnam was 
something of an anomaly."—Mark Atwood 
Lawrence, University of Texas, Austin, and 
author of Assuming the Burden

"Wen-Qing Ngoei makes a persuasive 
case for the deeply connected colonial 
and post-colonial trajectories of Malaysia 
and Singapore’s neighbors. Ngoei’s book 
belongs in classes on US and British 
foreign relations, Southeast Asian politics 
and history, and should be read by every 
scholar in these fields."—Bradley Simpson, 
University of Connecticut, and author of 
Economists with Guns
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In the era of the American Revolution, the rituals of diplomacy 
between the British, Patriots, and Native Americans featured 
gifts of food, ceremonial feasts, and a shared experience of 
hunger. When diplomacy failed, Native Americans could destroy 
food stores and cut off supply chains in order to assert authority. 
Black colonists also stole and destroyed food to ward off hunger 
and carve out tenuous spaces of freedom. Hunger was a means 
of power and a weapon of war.

In No Useless Mouth Rachel B. Herrmann argues that Native 
Americans and formerly enslaved black colonists ultimately 
lost the battle against hunger and the larger struggle for power 
because white British and United States officials curtailed the 
abilities of men and women to fight hunger on their own terms. 
By describing three interrelated behaviors—food diplomacy, 
victual imperialism, and victual warfare—the book shows that, 
during this tumultuous period, hunger prevention efforts of-
fered strategies to claim power, maintain communities, and 
keep rival societies at bay.

Herrmann shows how Native Americans, free blacks, and 
enslaved peoples were "useful mouths"—not mere supplicants 
for food, without rights or power—who used hunger for cooper-
ation and violence, and took steps to circumvent starvation. Her 
wide-ranging research on black Loyalists, Iroquois, Cherokee, 
Creek, and Western Confederacy Indians demonstrates that 
hunger creation and prevention were tools of diplomacy and 
warfare available to all people involved in the American Revolu-
tion. Placing hunger at the center of these struggles foregrounds 
the contingency and plurality of power in the British Atlantic 
during the Revolutionary Era.

Thanks to generous funding from Cardiff University, the ebook 
editions of this book are available as Open Access volumes from 
Cornell Open (cornellopen.org) and other repositories.

Rachel B. Herrmann is Lecturer in Modern American 
History at Cardiff University. She is the editor of To Feast on 
Us as Their Prey.

No Useless Mouth
Waging War and Fighting Hunger in the 
American Revolution

Rachel B. Herrmann

"No Useless Mouth combines an Atlantic 
perspective with a close scrutiny of 
struggles and negotiations over food 
and hunger.  Rachel B. Herrmann's 
sharp eye for the nuances of symbolic 
communication and keen ear for the 
languages used to legitimate inequality 
yield fresh and valuable insights."—
Michael LaCombe, Adelphi University, 
and author of Political Gastronomy

"Rachel B. Herrmann has written the 
definitive study of the political uses of 
hunger and food in the Revolutionary 
Atlantic. In No Useless Mouth she asks 
us to reconsider the traditional narrative 
of decline of Native American and 
African Americans at the dawn of the US 
national era."—Ann M. Little, Colorado 
State University, and author of The Many 
Captivities of Esther Wheelwright
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Heaven's Wrath explores the religious thought and religious 
rites of the early Dutch Atlantic world. D. L. Noorlander argues 
that the Reformed Church and the West India Company forged 
and maintained a close union, with considerable consequences 
across the seventeenth century.

Noorlander's argument in Heaven's Wrath questions the core 
assumptions about why the Dutch failed to establish a durable 
empire in America. He downplays the usual commercial ex-
planations and places the focus instead on the tremendous ex-
penses incurred in the Calvinist-backed war and the Reformed 
Church's meticulous, worried management of colonial affairs.

By pinpointing the issues that hampered the size and import 
of the Dutch Atlantic world, Noorlander is poised to revise core 
notions about the organization and aims of the Dutch empire, 
the culture of the West India Company, and the very shape of 
Dutch society.

D. L . Noorlander is Assistant Professor of History at the 
State University of New York at Oneonta. Follow him on Twitter 
@DLNoorlander.

Heaven’s Wrath
The Protestant Reformation and the Dutch 
West India Company in the Atlantic World

D. L . Noorlander

"This is an impressive, ambitious study 
that will change the conversation about 
religion, trade, and imperial expansion 
in the case of the Dutch. Heaven's Wrath 
exceeds all other work on the topic."—
Evan Haefeli, Texas A&M University, 
author of New Netherland and the Dutch 
Origins of American Religious Liberty

"Heaven's Wrath shows D. L. Noorlander's 
mastery of the theme connecting the 
Dutch West India Company and the 
Reformed Church. This is work of the 
highest quality."—Willem Frijhoff, Vrije 
Universiteit Amsteredam, author of 
Fulfilling God's Mission

"D. L. Noorlander has written an effective, 
strongly argued examination of the Dutch 
Republic and the colonial enterprise 
of the West India Company."—Hans 
Krabbendam, Radboud University, author 
of Freedom on the Horizon
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As German troops entered Paris following their victory in June 
1940, the American journalist William L. Shirer observed that 
they carried cameras and behaved as "naïve tourists." One of the 
first things Hitler did after his victory was to tour occupied Paris, 
where he was famously photographed in front of the Eiffel Tower.

Focusing on tourism by German personnel, military and 
civil, and French civilians during the war, as well as war-related 
memory tourism since, War Tourism addresses the fundamental 
linkages between the two. As Bertram M. Gordon shows, Ger-
mans toured occupied France by the thousands in groups orga-
nized by their army and guided by suggestions in magazines 
such as Der Deutsche Wegleiter fr Paris [The German Guide for 
Paris]. Despite the hardships imposed by war and occupation, 
many French civilians continued to take holidays. Facilitated by 
the Popular Front legislation of 1936, this solidified the practice 
of workers' vacations, leading to a postwar surge in tourism.

After the end of the war, the phenomenon of memory tour-
ism transformed sites such as the Maginot Line fortresses. The 
influx of tourists with links either directly or indirectly to the 
war took hold and continues to play a significant economic role 
in Normandy and elsewhere. As France moved from wartime 
to a postwar era of reconciliation and European Union, memory 
tourism has held strong and exerts significant influence across 
the country.

Bertram Gordon is Professor of European History at Mills 
College. He is the author of Collaborationism in France during 
the Second World War and The Historical Dictionary of World 
War II France.

War Tourism
Second World War France from Defeat and 
Occupation to the Creation of Heritage

Bertram M. Gordon

"War Tourism will be an engaging read for 
scholars and students of war, travel and 
twentieth-century France . . . This book is 
a compelling reminder of the persistence 
of ordinary life during even the direst 
of wartime conditions"—French Politics, 
Culture & Society

"By integrating tourist behaviors, gazes, 
and imaginaries into the study of wartime 
France and its legacy, War Tourism makes 
a significant contribution to scholarship 
in several areas, most notably by 
demonstrating how fruitfully these areas 
can be combined."—H-France Review

"Gordon takes readers on a fascinating 
journey, illuminating how France emerged 
as a tourist icon between the wars, then 
thrived during the Second World War and 
its aftermath. We see that pleasure travel 
by German soldiers and French citizens 
helped to build both a real and imaginary 
destination location—one that still fuels 
transatlantic flights."—Sandra Ott, author 
of Living with the Enemy
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The Avars arrived in Europe from the Central Asian steppes in 
the mid-sixth century CE and dominated much of Central and 
Eastern Europe for almost 250 years. Fierce warriors and canny 
power brokers, the Avars were more influential and durable than 
Attila's Huns, yet have remained hidden in history. Walter Pohl's 
epic narrative, translated into English for the first time, restores 
them to their rightful place in the story of early medieval Europe.

The Avars offers a comprehensive overview of their history, 
tracing the Avars from the construction of their steppe empire 
in the center of Europe; their wars and alliances with the Byz-
antines, Slavs, Lombards, and others; their apex as the first so-
called barbarian power to besiege Constantinople (in 626); to 
their fall under the Frankish armies of Charlemagne and subse-
quent disappearance as a distinct cultural group. Pohl uncovers 
the secrets of their society, synthesizing the rich archaeological 
record recovered from more than 60,000 graves of the period, as 
well as accounts of the Avars by Byzantine and other chroniclers.

In recovering the story of the fascinating encounter between 
Eurasian nomads who established an empire in the heart of 
Europe and the post-Roman Christian cultures of Europe, this 
book provides a new perspective on the origins of medieval 
Europe itself.

Walter Pohl is Professor of Medieval History at the University 
of Vienna, and Director of the Institute of Medieval Research 
at the Austrian Academy of Sciences. He is the editor of Visions 
of Community and Strategies of Identitifcation, and author of nu-
merous works in German.

The Avars
A Steppe Empire in Central Europe, 567–822

Walter Pohl

"Walter Pohl has succeeded in stripping 
much of this veil of mystery from the 
Avars. . . . a heterogeneous group from 
central Asia who dominated the Byzantine 
Danube frontier in a complicated 
relationship that saw raids, wars, trade, 
and the payment of large annual sums of 
tribute. In tracing the history of the Avars 
and the peoples they dominated or fought 
and traded with, this is an illuminating 
history of southeast Europe in the early 
Middle Ages."—Speculum

"This volume contain a wealth of 
information and informed discussion; it 
will repay careful study by anyone involved 
in the late Roman and early medieval 
period, and will remain the standard guide 
into the foreseeable future."—English 
Historical Review
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TO BUILD AS WELL AS DESTROY
American Nation Building in South Vietnam
Andrew J. Gawthorpe

$45.00 hardcover 978-1-5017-1280-7

MR. X AND THE PACIFIC
George F. Kennan and American Policy in East Asia
Paul J. Heer

$37.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-1114-5

RISING TITANS, FALLING GIANTS
How Great Powers Exploit Power Shifts
Joshua R. Itzkowitz Shifrinson

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$45.00 hardcover 978-1-5017-2505-0

THE COMMANDER'S DILEMMA
Violence and Restraint in Wartime
Amelia Hoover Green

$49.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-2647-7

COVERT REGIME CHANGE
America's Secret Cold War
Lindsey A. O'Rourke

39.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-3065-8

ARMED WITH EXPERTISE
The Militarization of American Social Research during the Cold 
War
Joy Rohde

AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS AND SOCIETY

$19.95 paperback 978-1-5017-3264-5

MEMORIES OF WAR
Visiting Battlegrounds and Bonefields in the Early American 
Republic
Thomas A. Chambers

$19.95 paperback 978-1-5017-3266-9

14/18—RUPTURE OR CONTINUITY
Belgian Art around World War I
edited by Inga Rossi-Schrimpf and Laura Kollwelter

LEUVEN UNIVERSITY PRESS

$55.00 paperback 978-94-6270-136-6
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TWILIGHT OF THE TITANS
Great Power Decline and Retrenchment
Paul K. MacDonald & Joseph M. Parent

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$42.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-1709-3 

OBJECTS OF WAR
The Material Culture of Conflict and Displacement
edited by Leora Auslander and Tara Zahra

$29.95 paperback 978-1-5017-2007-9

THE CONTROL AGENDA
A History of the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks
Matthew J. Ambrose

$45.00 hardcover 978-1-5017-1374-3 

STOPPING THE BOMB
The Sources and Effectiveness of US Nonproliferation Policy
Nicholas L. Miller

cornell studies in security affairs

$47.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-1780-2

WARS OF LAW
Unintended Consequences in the Regulation of Armed Conflict
Tanisha M. Fazal

WINNER OF THE ISA INTERNATIONAL LAW SECTION ANNUAL BOOK 

AWARD; WINNER OF THE APSA INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION 

SECTION BOOK AWARD

$39.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-1981-3 

PHILOSOPHERS AT THE FRONT
Phenomenology and the First World War
edited by Nicolas de Warren and Thomas Vongehr

LEUVEN UNIVERSITY PRESS

$59.00 hardcover 978-94-6270-121-2

DANGEROUS GUESTS
Enemy Captives and Revolutionary Communities during the War 
for Independence
Ken Miller

$25.00 paperback 978-1-5017-2588-3

CAULDRON OF RESISTANCE
Ngo Dinh Diem, the United States, and 1950s Southern Vietnam
Jessica M. Chapman

$29.95 paperback 978-1-5017-2510-4
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