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Arc of Containment
Britain, the United States, and 
Anticommunism in Southeast Asia

Wen-Qing Ngoei

“Arc of Containment is a genuine pleasure 
to read. Wen-Qing Ngoei deftly places 
the history of the Vietnam war in a larger 
regional perspective. He is able to show—
very convincingly—that Vietnam was 
something of an anomaly.”

—Mark Atwood Lawrence, University of 
Texas, Austin, and author of Assuming the 
Burden

“Wen-Qing Ngoei makes a persuasive 
case for the deeply connected colonial 
and post-colonial trajectories of Malaysia 
and Singapore’s neighbors. Ngoei’s book 
belongs in classes on US and British 
foreign relations, Southeast Asian politics, 
and history, and should be read by every 
scholar in these fields.”

—Bradley Simpson, University of 
Connecticut, and author of Economists 
with Guns

Arc of Containment recasts the history of American empire in 
Southeast and East Asia from World War II through the end 
of American intervention in Vietnam. Setting aside the classic 
story of anxiety about falling dominoes, Wen-Qing Ngoei artic-
ulates a new regional history premised on strong security and 
sure containment guaranteed by Anglo-American cooperation.

Ngoei argues that anticommunist nationalism in Southeast 
Asia intersected with preexisting local antipathy toward China 
and the Chinese diaspora to usher the region from Europe-
an-dominated colonialism to US hegemony. Central to this 
revisionary strategic assessment is the place of British power 
and the effects of direct neocolonial military might and less 
overt cultural influences based in decades of colonial rule. Also 
essential to the analysis in Arc of Containment is the consider-
able influence of Southeast Asian actors upon Anglo-American 
imperial strategy throughout the post-war period. 

In Arc of Containment Ngoei shows how the pro-US trajectory 
of Southeast Asia after the Pacific War was, in fact, far more 
characteristic of the wider region’s history than American policy 
failure in Vietnam. Indeed, by the early 1970s, five key anticom-
munist nations—Malaya, Singapore, Philippines, Thailand, and 
Indonesia—had quashed Chinese-influenced socialist move-
ments at home and established, with US support, a geostrategic 
arc of states that contained the Vietnamese revolution and encir-
cled China. Arc of Containment demonstrates that American fail-
ure in Vietnam had fewer long-term consequences than widely 
believed. In effect, Ngoei argues, the Cold War in Southeast Asia 
was but one violent chapter in the continuous history of western 
imperialism in the region in the twentieth century.

Wen-Qing Ngoei is Assistant Professor at Nanyang Techno-
logical University. His work has been published in Diplomatic 
History and the Journal of American-East Asian Relations.
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264 pages, 6 x 9

THE UNITED STATES IN THE WORLD

$45.00s hardcover 978-1-5017-1640-9
264 pages, 6 x 9



2 C H A N G I N G  T H E  W O R L D  O N E  B O O K  A T  A  T I M E

The Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity 
Sphere
When Total Empire Met Total War

Jeremy A. Yellen

In The Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, Jeremy Yellen 
exposes the history, politics, and intrigue that characterized 
the era when Japan’s “total empire” met the total war of World 
War II. He illuminates the ways in which the imperial center 
and its individual colonies understood the concept of the Sphere, 
offering two sometimes competing, sometimes complementary, 
and always intertwined visions—one from Japan, the other from 
Burma and the Philippines.

Yellen argues that, from 1940 to 1945, the Greater East Asia 
Co-Prosperity Sphere epitomized two concurrent wars for Asia’s 
future: the first was for a new type of empire in Asia, and the 
second was a political war, waged by nationalist elites in the 
colonial capitals of Rangoon and Manila. Exploring Japanese 
visions for international order in the face of an ever-changing 
geopolitical situation, The Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere 
explores wartime Japan’s desire to shape and control its imperial 
future while its colonies attempted to do the same. At Japan’s 
zenith as an imperial power, the Sphere represented a plan for 
regional domination; by the end of the war, it had been recast 
as the epitome of cooperative internationalism. In the end, the 
Sphere could not survive wartime defeat, and Yellen’s lucidly 
written account reveals much about the desires of Japan as an 
imperial and colonial power, as well as the ways in which the 
subdued colonies in Burma and the Philippines jockeyed for 
agency and a say in the future of the region.

Jeremy A. Yellen is Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Japanese Studies at the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

“A fascinating new study of Japanese 
decision-making during the Pacific War. 
Based on research in archives from seven 
countries and print media in five capitals, 
it gives ample voice to Japanese subject 
peoples, offering a powerful corrective to 
the standard dismissal of colonial leaders 
as mere ‘collaborators.’”

—Frederick R. Dickinson, author of World 
War I and the Triumph of a New Japan, 
1919-1930

“The research foundation of this book is 
splendid. Yellen’s familiarity of very recent 
work, especially by Japanese scholars, is 
impressive. His work in primary archives is 
deep and broad.”

—Michael A. Barnhart, author of Japan and 
the World since 1868

“There is no comparable study in the En-
glish language. Yellen’s readable approach 
makes this book an excellent teaching tool 
for courses on the Pacific War. It will also 
appeal to general readers interested in 
learning more about Japan’s challenge to 
the Western Powers.”

—E. Bruce Reynolds, editor of Japan in the 
Fascist Era

STUDIES OF THE WEATHERHEAD EAST ASIAN INSTITUTE, COLUMBIA 

UNIVERSITY

$45.00s hardcover 978-1-5017-3554-7
300 pages, 6 x 9, 9 b&w halftones, 1 map
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To Shape Our World For Good
Master Narratives and Regime Change in U.S. 
Foreign Policy, 1900–2011

C. William Walldorf, Jr.

$39.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-3827-2
286 pages, 6 x 9, 1 b&w line drawing, 7 charts

Why does the United States pursue robust military invasions 
to change some foreign regimes but not others? Convention-
al accounts focus on geopolitics or elite ideology. C. William 
Walldorf, Jr., argues that the politics surrounding two broad, 
public narratives—the liberal narrative and the restraint narra-
tive—often play a vital role in shaping US decisions whether to 
pursue robust and forceful regime change.

Using current sociological work on cultural trauma, Walldorf 
explains how master narratives strengthen (and weaken), and 
he develops clear predictions for how and when these narratives 
will shape policy. To Shape Our World For Good demonstrates the 
importance and explanatory power of the master-narrative argu-
ment, using a sophisticated combination of methods: quantita-
tive analysis and eight cases in the postwar period that include 
Korea, Vietnam, and El Salvador during the Cold War and more 
recent cases in Iraq and Libya. The case studies provide the envi-
ronment for a critical assessment of the connections among the 
politics of master narratives, pluralism, and the common good 
in contemporary US foreign policy and grand strategy. Walldorf 
adds new insight to our understanding of US expansionism and 
cautions against the dangers of misusing popular narratives 
for short-term political gains—a practice all too common both 
past and present.

C. William Walldorf, Jr., is Associate Professor in the De-
partment of Politics and International Affairs at Wake Forest 
University. He is author of the award-winning Just Politics and 
co-editor of the Oxford Companion to American Politics.

“To Shape Our World For Good is an 
excellent book. It is theoretically innova-
tive, extensively researched, and policy 
relevant. Both students and practitioners 
of international politics would benefit from 
reading it.”

—Mark Haas, Duquesne University, author 
of The Clash of Ideologies

“In To Shape Our World for Good, William 
Walldorf argues persuasively that US 
foreign policy is driven not just by the 
balance of power or geography, but by 
master narratives. Ascendant liberalism, 
he seeks to show, has underpinned US 
efforts at regime change. Deploying a 
broad range of methods—qualitative 
content analysis, statistical data, and 
historical case studies—Walldorf adds 
to a growing body of scholarly literature 
revealing the cultural and discursive 
underpinnings of US foreign policy.”

—Ron Krebs, University of Minnesota, 
author of Narrative and the Making of US 
National Security
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The Costs of Conversation
Obstacles to Peace Talks in Wartime

Oriana Skylar Mastro

“The Costs of Converstions is a major contri-
bution to the vibrant debate about the 
usefulness of bargaining theories of war 
and the practice of coercive diplomacy.”

—Avery Goldstein, University of 
Pennsylvania

“Oriana Skylar Mastro’s The Costs 
of Conversation is an important new 
contribution towards our understanding of 
wartime diplomacy and war termination. 
The book is one of the first attempts to 
unpack the strategic dimensions of a 
belligerent’s decision whether or not to 
engage in wartime diplomatic talks. An 
important read for students, scholars, and 
policy-makers.”

—Dan Reiter, Emory University, author of 
How Wars End

After a war breaks out, what factors influence the warring par-
ties’ decisions about whether to talk to their enemy, and when 
may their position on wartime diplomacy change? How do we 
get from only fighting to also talking?

In The Costs of Conversation, Oriana Skylar Mastro argues 
that states are primarily concerned with the strategic costs of 
conversation, and these costs need to be low before combatants 
are willing to engage in direct talks with their enemy. Specifical-
ly, Mastro writes, leaders look to two factors when determining 
the probable strategic costs of demonstrating a willingness to 
talk: the likelihood the enemy will interpret openness to diplo-
macy as a sign of weakness, and how the enemy may change 
its strategy in response to such an interpretation. Only if a state 
thinks it has demonstrated adequate strength and resiliency to 
avoid the inference of weakness, and believes that its enemy has 
limited capacity to escalate or intensify the war, will it be open 
to talking with the enemy.

Through four primary case studies—North Vietnamese 
diplomatic decisions during the Vietnam War, those of China 
in the Korean War and Sino-Indian War, and Indian diplomatic 
decision making in the latter conflict—The Costs of Conversation 
demonstrates that the costly conversations thesis best explains 
the timing and nature of countries’ approach to wartime talks, 
and therefore when peace talks begin. As a result, Mastro’s find-
ings have significant theoretical and practical implications for 
war duration and termination, as well as for military strategy, 
diplomacy, and mediation.

Oriana Skylar Mastro is Assistant Professor of Security 
Studies at Georgetown University and an officer in the US Air 
Force Reserve. You can follow her on Twitter @osmastro or on 
her website, orianaskylarmastro.com

CORNELL STUDIES IN SECURITY AFFAIRS

$39.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-3220-1 
224 pages, 6 x 9 
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Proxy Wars
Suppressing Violence through Local Agents

edited by Eli Berman and David A. Lake

$29.95s paperback 978-1-5017-3306-2 
352 pages, 6 x 9, 25 charts

The most common image of world politics involves states negoti-
ating, cooperating, or sometimes fighting with one another; bil-
liard balls in motion on a global pool table. Yet working through 
local proxies or agents, through what Eli Berman and David 
A. Lake call a strategy of “indirect control,” has always been 
a central tool of foreign policy. Understanding how countries 
motivate local allies to act in sometimes costly ways, and when 
and how that strategy succeeds, is essential to effective foreign 
policy in today’s world.

In this splendid collection, Berman and Lake apply a variant 
of principal-agent theory in which the alignment of interests or 
objectives between a powerful state and a local proxy is central. 
Through analysis of nine detailed cases, Proxy Wars finds that: 
when principals use rewards and punishments tailored to the 
agent’s domestic politics, proxies typically comply with their 
wishes; when the threat to the principal or the costs to the agent 
increase, the principal responds with higher-powered incentives 
and the proxy responds with greater effort; if interests diverge 
too much, the principal must either take direct action or admit 
that indirect control is unworkable.

Covering events from Denmark under the Nazis to the 
Korean War to contemporary Afghanistan, and much in be-
tween, the chapters in Proxy Wars engage many disciplines and 
will suit classes taught in political science, economics, interna-
tional relations, security studies, and much more

Eli Berman is Professor of Economics at the University of 
California, San Diego.
David A. Lake is the Gerri-Ann and Gary E. Jacobs Professor 
of Social Sciences and Distinguished Professor of Political Sci-
ence at the University of California, San Diego.

“Proxy Wars represents a cohesive and 
ambitious attempt to demonstrate the 
value of a principal-agent framework for 
understanding the dynamics of foreign 
intervention, including why these efforts 
often fail to achieve desired outcomes.”

—Jason Lyall, Yale University

“Not only does Proxy Wars address an 
issue of contemporary policy relevance, 
the individual case studies are tightly 
integrated with the theory, making it the 
definitive work on the use of proxies in 
warfare.”

—Walter Ladwig III, King’s College London, 
and author of The Forgotten Front
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Enlightenment and the Gasping 
City
Mongolian Buddhism at a Time of 
Environmental Disarray

Saskia Abrahms-Kavunenko

$26.95s paperback 978-1-5017-3765-7
256 pages, 6 x 9, 12 b&w halftones

With air pollution now intimately affecting every resident of 
Ulaanbaatar, the capital of Mongolia, Saskia Abrahms-Kavunen-
ko seeks to understand how, as a physical constant throughout 
the winter months, the murky and obscuring nature of air pollu-
tion has become an active part of Mongolian religious and ritual 
life. Enlightenment and the Gasping City identifies air pollution as 
a boundary between the physical and the immaterial, showing 
how air pollution impresses itself on the urban environment as 
stagnation and blur. She explores how air pollution and related 
phenomena exist in dynamic tension with Buddhist ideas and 
practices concerning purification, revitalisation and enlighten-
ment. By focusing on light, its intersections and its oppositions, 
she illuminates Buddhist practices and beliefs as they interact 
with the pressing urban issues of air pollution, post-socialist 
economic vacillations, urban development, nationalism, and 
climate change.

Saskia Abrahms-Kavunenko is a Teaching Fellow at New 
York University, Shanghai, and an Associate at the Max Planck 
Institute for Social Anthropology.

“Enlightenment and the Gasping City is 
the best book I have read on the revival 
of Buddhism—or even more broadly—of 
religion in contemporary Mongolia.”

—Johan Elverskog, Southern Methodist 
University, author of Buddhism and Islam 
on the Silk Road

“Saskia Abrahms-Kavunenko successfully 
captures core aspects of religious life in 
Mongolia at a key stage in its post-com-
munist transition.”

—Martin Mills, University of Aberdeen, 
author of Identity, Ritual and State in 
Tibetan Buddhism
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Mercenaries and Missionaries
Capitalism and Catholicism in the Global 
South

Brandon Vaidyanathan

“Mercenaries and Missionaries gives an 
empathetic hearing to the way Indian 
professionals understand their religious 
and professional lives, and balances deep 
knowledge of specific cases with themes 
of bigger import. This book deserves our 
attention.”

—Allison Youatt Schnable, Indiana 
University, Bloomington

“Brandon Vaidyanathan manages to 
contribute in significant ways to the 
broad areas of globalization and religion, 
guest-worker transnational migration, the 
sociology and anthropology of global 
charismatic Christianity, and should be 
used in college courses.”

—José Casanova, Georgetown University, 
author of Jesuits and Globalization

$29.95s paperback 978-1-5017-3623-0
300 pages, 6 x 9, 8 b&w halftones

Mercenaries and Missionaries examines the relationship between 
rapidly diffusing forms of capitalism and Christianity in the 
Global South. Using more than two hundred interviews in 
Bangalore and Dubai, Brandon Vaidyanathan explains how 
and why global corporate professionals straddle conflicting 
moral orientations in the realms of work and religion. Seeking 
to place the spotlight on the role of religion in debates about the 
cultural consequences of capitalism, Vaidyanathan finds that 
an “apprehensive individualism” generated in global corporate 
workplaces is supported and sustained by a “therapeutic indi-
vidualism” cultivated in evangelical-charismatic Catholicism.

Mercenaries and Missionaries uncovers a symbiotic relation-
ship between these individualisms and shows how this rela-
tionship unfolds in two global cities—Dubai, in non-democratic 
UAE, which holds what is considered the world’s largest Catholic 
parish, and Bangalore, in democratic India, where the Catholic 
Church, though afflicted by ethnic and religious violence, runs 
many of the city’s elite educational institutions. Vaidyanathan 
concludes that global corporations and religious communities 
create distinctive cultures, with normative models that power-
fully orient people to those cultures—the Mercenary in cutthroat 
workplaces, and the Missionary in churches. As a result, global 
corporate professionals in rapidly developing cities negotiate 
starkly opposing moral commitments in the realms of work 
and religion, which in turn shapes their civic commitment to 
these cities.

Brandon Vaidyanathan is Associate Professor and Depart-
ment Chair of Sociology at the Catholic University of America.
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ILR PRESS 

$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-3514-1
216 pages, 6 x 9, 1 map, 2 charts

From Migrant to Worker
Global Unions and Temporary Labor 
Migration in Asia

Michele Ford

What happens when local unions begin to advocate for the rights 
of temporary migrant workers, asks Michele Ford in her sweep-
ing study of seven Asian countries? Until recently unions in 
Hong Kong, Japan, Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, 
and Thailand were uniformly hostile towards foreign workers, 
but Ford deftly shows how times and attitudes have begun to 
change. Now, she argues, NGOs and the Global Union Federa-
tions are encouraging local unions to represent and advocate for 
these peripheral workers, and in some cases succeeding.

From Migrant to Worker builds our understanding of the role 
the international labor movement and local unions have had 
in developing a movement for migrant workers’ labor rights. 
Ford examines the relationship between different kinds of labor 
movement actors and the constraints imposed on those actors by 
resource flows, contingency, and local context. Her conclusions 
show that in countries—Hong Kong, Malaysia, and Thailand—
where resource flows and local factors give the Global Union 
Federations more influence local unions have become much 
more engaged with migrant workers. But in countries—Japan 
and Taiwan, for example—where they have little effect there 
has been little progress. While much has changed, Ford forces 
us to see that labor migration in Asia is still fraught with com-
plications and hardships, and that local unions are not always 
able or willing to act.

Michele Ford is Professor of Southeast Asian Studies and 
Director of the Sydney Southeast Asia Centre at the University 
of Sydney. She is the author of Workers and Intellectuals.

“From Migrant to Worker is a great contribu-
tion towards understanding migrant worker 
activism more broadly.”

—Robyn Rodriguez, University of 
California, Davis; author of Migrants for 
Export

“Michele Ford tells us how trade unions 
have reacted towards migrant workers in 
seven major labour importing countries 
in South and East Asia: did they protect 
them as workers and include them in their 
rank and file? The diversity of—often 
unexpected—outcomes in the seven 
cases becomes understandable through 
her thorough analysis of the interaction 
between explaining variables, such as 
immigration and labour relations regimes, 
political opportunity structures, the 
strength of trade unions, of NGO’s 
and of the migrants themselves. Such 
a comprehensive exercise has not been 
done yet for this region.”

—Marinus Penninx, author of Trade Unions 
and Migrant Workers
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The New Politics of Transnational 
Labor
Why Some Alliances Succeed

Marissa Brookes

ILR PRESS

$26.95s paperback 978-1-5017-3930-9
222 pages, 6 x 9, 1 chart

Over the years many transnational labor alliances have succeed-
ed in improving conditions for workers, but many more have 
not. In The New Politics of Transnational Labor, Marissa Brookes 
explains why this dichotomy has occurred. Using the coordina-
tion and context-appropriate (CCAP) theory, she assesses this 
divergence, arguing that the success of transnational alliances 
hinges not only on effective coordination across borders and 
within workers’ local organizations but also on their ability to 
exploit vulnerabilities in global value chains, invoke national 
and international institutions, and mobilize networks of stake-
holders in ways that threaten employers’ core, material interests.

Brookes uses six comparative case studies spanning four in-
dustries, five countries, and fifteen years. From dockside labor 
disputes in Britain and Australia to service sector campaigns in 
the supermarket and private security industries to campaigns 
aimed at luxury hotels in Southeast Asia, Brookes creates her 
new theoretical framework and speaks to debates in internation-
al and comparative political economy on the politics of economic 
globalization, the viability of private governance, and the impact 
of organized labor on economic inequality. From this assess-
ment, Brookes provides a vital update to the international rela-
tions literature on non-state actors and transnational activism 
and shows how we can understand the unique capacities labor 
has as a transnational actor.

Marissa Brookes is Assistant Professor of Political Science 
at the University of California, Riverside.

“Marissa Brookes’ masterful book sheds 
new light on why some transnational labor 
alliances succeed and others fail. This 
book is riveting and an excellent example 
of how comparative case study research 
can yield new theoretical insights.”

—Teri L. Caraway, University of Minnesota, 
coeditor of Working through the Past

“The New Politics of Transnational Labor is 
a clear, elegant, well-designed study that 
tackles important questions of theoretical 
and practical significance in a creative 
manner. It will make a strong impression 
on scholarly and non-specialist audiences 
alike.”

—Rudra Sil, University of Pennsylvania, 
coeditor of The Politics of Labor in a Global 
Age
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Speaking Out in Vietnam
Public Political Criticism in a Communist 
Party-Ruled Nation

Benedict J. Tria Kerkvliet

Since 1990 public political criticism has evolved into a promi-
nent feature of Vietnam’s political landscape. So argues Benedict 
Kerkvliet in his analysis of Communist Party-ruled Vietnam. 
Speaking Out in Vietnam assesses the rise and diversity of these 
public displays of disagreement, showing that it has morphed 
from family whispers to large-scale use of electronic media.

In discussing how such criticism has become widespread 
over the last three decades, Kerkvliet focuses on four clusters 
of critics: factory workers demanding better wages and living 
standards; villagers demonstrating and petitioning against 
corruption and land confiscations; citizens opposing China’s 
encroachment into Vietnam and criticizing China-Vietnam 
relations; and dissidents objecting to the party-state regime 
and pressing for democratization. He finds that public political 
criticism ranges from lambasting corrupt authorities to con-
demning repression of bloggers to protesting about working 
conditions. Speaking Out in Vietnam shows us that although 
we may think the party-state only represses public criticism, in 
fact Vietnamese authorities often tolerate and respond positively 
to such public and open protests.

Benedict J. Tria Kerkvliet is Emeritus Professor in the 
Department of Political and Social Change at the Australian Na-
tional University and an affiliate graduate faculty member at the 
University of Hawaii. He is author of several books, including, 
most recently, The Power of Everyday Politics.

“Benedict J. Tria Kerkvliet clearly knows 
Vietnamese society deeply and thoroughly, 
and gives a lively, realistic portrait of the 
present-day life there.”

—Andrew Wells-Dang, Senior Governance 
Advisor, Oxfam in Vietnam

“Speaking Out in Vietnam provides con-
vincing explanations for the party-state’s 
responses, when and why repressing, when 
and why tolerating, and when and why 
being responsive.”

—Hy Van Luong, University of Toronto, 
author of Tradition, Revolution, and Market 
Economy in a North Vietnamese Village, 
1925–2006

$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-3638-4 
252 pages, 6 x 9, 6 b&w halftones
OSEPH
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Statebuilding by Imposition
Resistance and Control in Colonial Taiwan and 
the Philippines

Reo Matsuzaki

“Statebuilding by Imposition is full of 
provocative arguments about the inability 
of democracies to build effective states. 
Reo Matsuzaki’s candor about the 
mismatch between liberal values and the 
nature of statebuilding by imposition is 
admirable.”

—Tuong Vu, University of Oregon, author 
of Vietnam’s Communist Revolution

“Crystalline logic, simple organization, 
detailed evidence, and profound 
conclusions make Statebuilding by 
Imposition an essential reading for those 
who recommend outside intervention to 
build the state institutions and economies 
of others.”

—S.C.M. Paine, US Naval War College, 
author of The Japanese Empire

STUDIES OF THE WEATHERHEAD EAST ASIAN INSTITUTE, COLUMBIA 

UNIVERSITY

$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-3483-0 
276 pages, 6 x 9, 2 maps

How do modern states emerge from the turmoil of undergov-
erned spaces? This is the question Reo Matsuzaki ponders in 
Statebuilding by Imposition. Comparing Taiwan and the Philip-
pines under the colonial rule of Japan and the United States in 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, he shows how 
similar situations produce different outcomes and yet lead us to 
one conclusion.

Contemporary statebuilding efforts by the US and the UN 
start from the premise that strong states can and should be con-
structed through the establishment of representative government 
institutions, a liberalized economy, and laws that protect private 
property and advance personal liberties. But when statebuilding 
runs into widespread popular resistance, as it did in both Taiwan 
the Philippines, statebuilding success depends on reconfiguring 
the very fabric of society, embracing local elites rather than the 
broad population, and giving elites the power to discipline the 
people. In Taiwan under Japanese rule, local elites behaved as 
obedient and effective intermediaries and contributed to govern-
ment authority; in the Philippines under US rule, they became 
the very cause of the state’s weakness by aggrandizing wealth, 
corrupting the bureaucracy, and obstructing policy enforcement. 
As Statebuilding by Imposition details, Taiwanese and Filipino his-
tory teaches us that the imposition of democracy is no guarantee 
of success when forming a new state and that illiberal actions 
may actually be more effective. Matsuzaki’s controversial political 
history forces us to question whether statebuilding, given what it 
would take for this to result in the construction of a strong state, is 
the best way to address undergoverned spaces in the world today.

Reo Matsuzaki is Assistant Professor of Political Science at 
Trinity College.
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When Violence Works
Postconflict Violence and Peace in Indonesia

Patrick Barron

$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-3544-8
300 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w line drawings, 1 map, 4 graphs

“When Violence Works is an impressive 
book on multiple levels. Its theoretical 
sophistication will appeal to theorists in 
political science and peace studies. While 
its presentation of detailed case studies 
on post-conflict regions in Indonesia will 
be of great interest to scholars working in 
Southeast Asia.”

—Christopher R. Duncan, Associate 
Professor of Anthropology, Rutgers 
University, and author of Violence and 
Vengeance

Why are some places successful in moving from war to consol-
idated peace while others continue to be troubled by violence? 
And why does postconflict violence take different forms and 
have different intensities? By developing a new theory of post-
conflict violence Patrick Barron’s When Violence Works makes a 
significant contribution to our understanding.

Barron picks out three postconflict regions in Indonesia 
in which to analyze what happens once the “official” fighting 
ends: North Maluku has seen peace consolidated; Maluku still 
witnesses large episodes of violence; and Aceh experiences con-
tinuing occurrences of violence but on a smaller scale than in 
Maluku. He argues that violence after war has ended revenge 
killings, sexual violence, gang battles, and violent crime, in ad-
dition to overtly political conflict) is not the result of failed elite 
bargains or weak states, but occurs because the actors involved 
see it as beneficial and lowcost. His findings pertain directly to 
Indonesia, but the theory will have relevance far beyond as those 
studying countries such as Colombia, the Philippines, Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, and Syria seek a framework in which to assess what 
happens after war ends. Barron’s theory also provides practical 
guidance for policymakers and development practitioners. Ulti-
mately, When Violence Works pushes forward our understanding 
of why postconflict violence occurs and takes the forms it does.

Patrick Barron is Regional Advisor for the World Bank. He 
previously served as Regional Director at The Asia Foundation 
and led the World Bank’s conflict programming in Indonesia 
for seven years. He is coauthor of the award-winning Contesting 
Development and has written for World Development, Journal 
of Political Economy, and Journal of East Asian Studies.
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Sovereignty Experiments
Korean Migrants and the Building of Borders 
in Northeast Asia, 1860–1945

Alyssa M. Park

Sovereignty Experiments tells the story of how authorities in Korea, 
Russia, China, and Japan—through diplomatic negotiations, 
border regulations, legal categorization of subjects and aliens, 
and cultural policies—competed to control Korean migrants 
as they suddenly moved abroad by the thousands in the late 
nineteenth century. Alyssa M. Park argues that Korean migrants 
were essential to the process of establishing sovereignty across 
four states because they tested the limits of state power over 
territory and people in a borderland where authority had been 
long asserted but not necessarily enforced. Traveling from place 
to place, Koreans compelled statesmen to take notice of their 
movement and to experiment with various policies to govern 
it. Ultimately, states’ efforts culminated in drastic measures, 
including the complete removal of Koreans on the Soviet side. 
As Park demonstrates, what resulted was the stark border regime 
that still stands between North Korea, Russia, and China today.

Skillfully employing a rich base of archival sources from 
across the region, Sovereignty Experiments sets forth a new 
approach to the transnational history of Northeast Asia. By fo-
cusing on mobility and governance, Park illuminates why this 
critical intersection of Asia was contested, divided, and later 
reimagined as parts of distinct nations and empires. The result 
is a fresh interpretation of migration, identity, and state making 
at the crossroads of East Asia and Russia.

Alyssa M. Park is Assistant Professor of History at the Uni-
versity of Iowa.

“Sovereignty Experiments is a terrific piece 
of transnational, multilingual research. 
The book doesn’t disappoint with its rich 
supply of stories of smugglers, bandits, 
spies, and political intrigue.”

—Andre Schmid, University of Toronto, 
author of Korea Between Empires

“Alyssa Park paints a detailed picture of 
Korean migrant communities in the Far 
East. There is no question that this book 
will make a significant empirical contribu-
tion to the literature and be of interest to 
scholars of Korean, Russian, Chinese, and 
Japanese history.”

—Eric Lohr, American University, author of 
Russian Citizenship

STUDIES OF THE WEATHERHEAD EAST ASIAN INSTITUTE, COLUMBIA 

UNIVERSITY

$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-3836-4
304 pages, 6 x 9, 6 b&w halftones, 5 maps
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Beyond the Asylum
Mental Illness in French Colonial Vietnam

Claire E. Edington

Claire Edington’s fascinating look at psychiatric care in French 
colonial Vietnam challenges our notion of the colonial asylum 
as a closed setting, run by experts with unchallenged authority, 
from which patients rarely left. She shows instead a society in 
which Vietnamese communities and families actively partici-
pated in psychiatric decision-making in ways that strengthened 
the power of the colonial state, even as they also forced French 
experts to engage with local understandings of, and practices 
around, insanity. Beyond the Asylum reveals how psychiatrists, 
colonial authorities, and the Vietnamese public debated both 
what it meant to be abnormal, as well as normal enough to 
return to social life, throughout the early twentieth century.

Straddling the fields of colonial history, Southeast Asian 
studies and the history of medicine, Beyond the Asylum shifts 
our perspective from the institution itself to its relationship 
with the world beyond its walls. This world included not only 
psychiatrists and their patients, but also prosecutors and parents, 
neighbors and spirit mediums, as well as the police and local 
press. How each group interacted with the mentally ill, with 
each other, and sometimes in opposition to each other, helped 
decide the fate of those both in and outside the colonial asylum.

Claire Edington is Assistant Professor of History at the Uni-
versity of California, San Diego. Beyond the Asylum has received 
the Weatherhead East Asian Institute’s prestigious First Book 
Prize.

“I know of no other study on the history 
of colonial psychiatry in Vietnam or 
in France’s empire of this caliber and 
sophistication. Beyond the Asylum will 
become a classic in the field.”

—Christopher Goscha, author of Vietnam: 
A New History

“A pathbreaking study. Edington draws on 
a rich trove of official sources from colonial 
archives in Vietnam and France, as well as 
material from a vibrant local press of the 
day. An impressive achievement.”

—Peter Zinoman, author of Vietnamese 
Colonial Republican

“The importance of this book can’t be 
overstated. Edington has provided us with 
an account of the emergence of a new 
diffuse psychiatric power. She engages 
with some of the fundamental questions in 
the history of empire.”

—Richard C. Keller, author of Colonial 
Madness

STUDIES OF THE WEATHERHEAD EAST ASIAN INSTITUTE, COLUMBIA 

UNIVERSITY

$45.00s hardcover 978-1-5017-3393-2 
324 pages, 6 x 9, 22 b&w halftones, 2 maps
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Scandal and Democracy
Media Politics in Indonesia

Mary E. McCoy

“Scandal and Democracy is an excellent 
book which explores in depth the media in 
the crucial period of Indonesia’s transition 
from authoritarian rule to democracy and 
beyond.”

—Ross Tapsell, Australian National 
University, author of Media Power in 
Indonesia

“Mary McCoy offers a fascinating and 
experienced analysis of Indonesian politics 
through the lens of the media. She puts 
elite collusion at the heart of Indonesia’s 
democratic woes and highlights the posi-
tive role that scandals can play in breaking 
down corrupt political arrangements.”

—Dan Slater, University of Michigan, 
author of Ordering Power

SOUTHE A ST A SIA PROGR A M PUBLIC ATIONS

$23.95s paperback 978-1-5017-3104-4
228 pages, 7 x 10, 1 b&w line drawing, 2 maps

When a popular uprising topples an authoritarian leader, the 
moment of regime change sparks hope for a more open, demo-
cratic society. Yet making a successful transition to an enduring 
democracy has proven to be both difficult and rare. In Scandal 
and Democracy, Mary E. McCoy looks at what happens once the 
dictator has fallen and discovers that a more challenging prob-
lem remains. How can the newly democratizing nation avoid 
reversing course, she asks, reverting to authoritarian solutions 
in response to the daunting problems brought by the sudden 
change?

McCoy finds that democratization’s success or failure, con-
solidation or reversal depends, to a surprising extent, on the role 
of the media. Although press freedom is widely recognized as 
a defining element of modern democracies, the media’s part 
in democratic consolidation remains only partly understood. 
Scandal and Democracy examines how the media’s use of new 
freedoms, particularly the publicizing of political scandal and 
intra-elite conflict, can ward off a slide into pseudo-democracy 
or a return to authoritarian rule. As Indonesia approaches the 
twentieth anniversary of its dramatic student-led revolution of 
1998, it remains among the most resilient of the world’s new de-
mocracies and one of the few successful democratic transitions 
in the Muslim world. McCoy explores the media’s role in this 
transition and corroborates that analysis with comparative cases 
from Mexico, Tunisia, and South Korea, and offers the reader a 
counter-intuitive perspective to explain success and failure in 
modern transitions to democracy.

Mary E. McCoy is a faculty associate in the Department of 
Communication Arts and the Center for Southeast Asian Stud-
ies at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She holds a PhD 
in Communication Studies, and teaches courses on rhetoric, 
politics, and freedom of speech.
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Democracy for Sale
Elections, Clientelism, and the State in 
Indonesia

Edward Aspinall and Ward Berenschot

Democracy for Sale is an on-the-ground account of Indonesian 
democracy, analyzing its election campaigns and behind-the-
scenes machinations. Edward Aspinall and Ward Berenschot 
assess the informal networks and political strategies that shape 
access to power and privilege in the messy political environment 
of contemporary Indonesia.

In post-Suharto Indonesian politics the exchange of patron-
age for political support is commonplace. Clientelism, argue 
the authors, saturates the political system, and in Democracy for 
Sale they reveal the everyday practices of vote buying, influence 
peddling, manipulating government programs, and skimming 
money from government projects. In doing so, Aspinall and 
Berenschot advance three major arguments. The first argument 
points toward the role of religion, kinship, and other identities 
in Indonesian clientelism. The second explains how and why 
Indonesia’s distinctive system of free-wheeling clientelism came 
into being. And the third argument addresses variation in the 
patterns and intensity of clientelism. Through these arguments 
and with comparative leverage from political practices in India 
and Argentina, Democracy for Sale provides compelling evidence 
of the importance of informal networks and relationships rather 
than formal parties and institutions in contemporary Indonesia.

Edward Aspinall is Professor of Politics at the Australian 
National University. He is the author of several books, among 
them Opposing Suharto and Islam and Nation, and the coedited 
volume Electoral Dynamics in Indonesia.
Ward Berenschot is a researcher at KITLV Leiden and the 
author of Riot Politics and the co-edited volume In Search of 
Middle Indonesia.

$32.95s paperback 978-1-5017-3298-0
318 pages, 6 x 9, 4 b&w line drawings, 2 maps, 2 charts

“Democracy for Sale promises to be 
a major contribution to Indonesian 
politics, and also a book that will be read, 
discussed, and cited by authors working 
cross-nationally.”

—Tom Pepinsky, Cornell University, 
and author of Economic Crises and the 
Breakdown of Authoritarian Regimes

“Democracy for Sale is an outstanding book 
with a compelling mix of methodologies 
that will be useful for scientists interested 
in clientelism in general.”

—Andreas Ufen, German Institute of 
Global and Area Studies, and coeditor 
of Democratization in Post-Suharto 
Indonesia and Party Politics in Southeast 
Asia

“Democracy for Sale combines rich details 
about the variety and variability of 
clientelism in Indonesia with a framework 
for comparing and analyzing clientelism 
across a variety of country contexts. This 
is a volume all scholars of clientelism, 
patronage, and money politics will want on 
their shelf.”

—Allen Hicken, University of Michigan
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Empire of Dogs
Canines, Japan, and the Making of the Modern 
Imperial World

Aaron Skabelund

In 1924, Professor Ueno Eizaburo of Tokyo Imperial Universi-
ty adopted an Akita puppy he named Hachiko. Each evening 
Hachiko greeted Ueno on his return to Shibuya Station. In May 
1925 Ueno died while giving a lecture. Every day for over nine 
years the Akita waited at Shibuya Station, eventually becoming 
nationally and even internationally famous for his purport-
ed loyalty. A year before his death in 1935, the city of Tokyo 
erected a statue of Hachiko outside the station. The story of 
Hachiko reveals much about the place of dogs in Japan’s cultural 
imagination.

In the groundbreaking Empire of Dogs, Aaron Herald Skabe-
lund examines the history and cultural significance of dogs in 
nineteenth- and twentieth-century Japan, beginning with the 
arrival of Western dog breeds and new modes of dog keeping, 
which spread throughout the world with Western imperialism. 
He highlights how dogs joined with humans to create the 
modern imperial world and how, in turn, imperialism shaped 
dogs’ bodies and their relationship with humans through its 
impact on dog-breeding and dog-keeping practices that pervade 
much of the world today.

Through this provocative account, Skabelund demonstrates 
how animals generally and canines specifically have contributed 
to the creation of our shared history, and how certain dogs have 
subtly influenced how that history is told. Generously illustrat-
ed with both color and black-and-white images, Empire of Dogs 
shows that human-canine relations often expose how people—
especially those with power and wealth—use animals to define, 
regulate, and enforce political and social boundaries between 
themselves and other humans, especially in imperial contexts.

AAron HerAld SkAbelund is Associate Professor of History at 
Brigham Young University.

“Dogs are not average animals. They are 
placed between human culture and animal 
culture; uniquely, the author claims. And 
so this book muses on the meaning of 
domestication and civilization too. Utterly 
idiosyncratic, there won’t be another study 
like it.”

—Times Literary Supplement

“There is much to be learned about a 
society from a dog’s eye view . . . . Readers 
need not be dog lovers to appreciate this 
dogged and deft analysis of empire and its 
social and cultural repercussions, but those 
so inclined will find a rewarding trove of 
lore about dogs in Japan.”

—The Japan Times

“This book’s delightful anecdotes, 
absorbing illustrations, and rich descrip-
tion remind us of the complex, non-human 
dimensions of our histories. There is much 
in this volume to charm even those not 
born in the Year of the Dog.”

—The American Historical Review

“The book is not just about Japan, 
although Japan is central . . . . Skabelund’s 
ability . . . to weave the story of Japan’s 
imperialism into its global context is one of 
the truly enjoyable aspects of the book.”

—Japanese Studies

STUDIES OF THE WEATHERHEAD EAST ASIAN INSTITUTE, COLUMBIA 

UNIVERSITY

$24.95s paperback 978-1-5017-3588-2
288 pages, 6 x 9, 8-page color insert, 34 halftones, 1 map
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To Build as Well as Destroy
American Nation Building in South Vietnam

Andrew J. Gawthorpe

$45.00s hardcover 978-1-5017-1280-7
300 pages, 6 x 9, 9 b&w halftones, 1 map

For years, the “better war” school of thought has argued that 
the United States built a legitimate and viable non-Communist 
state in South Vietnam in the latter years of the Vietnam War, 
and that it was only the military “abandonment” of this state 
that brought down the Republic of Vietnam. But Andrew J. 
Gawthorpe, through a detailed, incisive analysis, shows that 
the United States failed in its efforts at nation-building and had 
not established a viable state in South Vietnam. 

Drawing on newly opened archival collections and previously 
unexamined oral histories with dozens of US military officers 
and government officials, To Build as Well as Destroy demon-
strates the US never came close to achieving victory in the late 
1960s and early 1970s. Gawthorpe tells a story of policy aspi-
rations and practical failures that stretches from Washington, 
DC, to the Vietnamese villages in which the US implemented 
its nation-building strategy. Structural factors which could not 
have been overcome by the further application of military power 
thwarted US efforts to build a viable set of non-communist polit-
ical, economic, and social institutions in South Vietnam. 

To Build as Well as Destroy provides the most comprehensive 
account yet of the largest and best-resourced nation-building pro-
gram in US history. Gawthorpe’s analysis helps contemporary 
policy makers, diplomats, and military officers understand the 
reasons for this failure. At a moment in time when American 
strategists are grappling with military and political challenges 
in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria, revisiting the historical lessons 
of Vietnam is a worthy endeavor.

Andrew J. Gawthorpe is University Lecturer at Leiden Uni-
versity. He previously held positions as a teaching fellow at the 
UK Defence Academy, a research fellow at the Harvard Kennedy 
School, and a civil servant in the British Cabinet Office. His 
work appears in Foreign Affairs, The Boston Globe, Los Angeles 
Times, The Guardian, Stars and Stripes, and The National Interest.

“Andrew Gawthorpe’s book is an excellent 
study of the CORDS program imple-
mented by the United States in Vietnam 
between 1967–1973. I know of no other 
book that covers the pacification effort 
in such detail. This work is a significant 
contribution to the literature on American 
nation-building efforts in Vietnam.”

—Gregory A. Daddis, author of  
Withdrawal: Reassessing America’s Final 
Years in Vietnam

“Andrew J. Gawthorpe brilliantly and 
convincingly demonstrates that Vietnam 
was no lost victory. In To Build as Well as 
Destroy, he shows that, despite the assur-
ances of counterinsurgency technocrats, 
T.E. Lawrence folklorists, and nation-build-
ing soldiers, pacification proved to be a 
failed doctrine for a failed war.”

—Douglas Porch, author of 
Counterinsurgency: Exposing the Myths of 
the New Way of War
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Art and Engagement in Early 
Postwar Japan
Justin Jesty

$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-1504-4  
284 pages, 6 x 9, 34 b&w halftones, 16 color halftones

Justin Jesty’s Art and Engagement in Early Postwar Japan re-
frames the history of art and its politics in Japan post-1945. This 
fascinating cultural history addresses our broad understanding 
of the immediate postwar era moving toward the Cold War and 
subsequent consolidations of political and cultural life. At the 
same time, Jesty examines the relationship between art and 
politics that approaches art as a mode of intervention, but he 
moves beyond the idea that the artwork or artist unilaterally 
authors political significance to trace how creations and expres-
sive acts may (or may not) actually engage the terms of shared 
meaning and value. 

Art and Engagement in Early Postwar Japan centers on a group 
of social realists on the radical left who hoped to wed their art 
with anti-capitalist and anti-war activism, a liberal art educa-
tion movement whose focus on the child inspired innovation 
in documentary film, and a regional avant-garde group split 
between ambition and local loyalty. In each case, Jesty examines 
writings and artworks, together with the social movements they 
were a part of, to demonstrate how art—or more broadly, cre-
ative expression—became a medium for collectivity and social 
engagement. He reveals a shared if varied aspiration to create a 
culture founded in amateur-professional interaction, expanded 
access to the tools of public authorship, and dispersed and par-
ticipatory cultural forms that intersected easily with progressive 
movements. Highlighting the transformational nature of the 
early postwar, Jesty deftly contrasts it with the relative stasis, 
consolidation, and homogenization of the 1960s.

Justin Jesty is Assistant Professor in the Department of Asian 
Languages and Literature at the University of Washington. He 
is author in Japanese of several catalog exhibits for the Meguro 
Museum of Art and of articles in the Nishi Nihon Shinbun and 
Gendai Shiso, and author in English of articles in Japan Forum 
and Art in America.

“Art and Engagement in Early Postwar Japan 
is an exciting and original contribution to 
studies of postwar Japan. Jesty provides 
a new framework for assessing the 
avant-garde, offers a persuasive revision of 
the historiography of the postwar period, 
and challenges us to rethink the basic 
premises of radical art.”

—Bert Winther-Tamaki, University of 
California, Irvine

“Art and Engagement in Early Postwar Japan 
will make an immediate and strong impact 
on the field of Japan studies and I believe 
has great potential to cross over to visual 
culture, modern art, and cultural history 
readers.”

—Steve Ridgely, University of Wisconsin– 
Madison
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Waste
Consuming Postwar Japan

Eiko Maruko Siniawer

$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-2584-5 
412 pages, 6 x 9, 18 b&w halftones 

In Waste, Eiko Maruko Siniawer innovatively explores the many 
ways in which the Japanese have thought about waste—in terms 
of time, stuff, money, possessions, and resources—from the 
immediate aftermath of World War II to the present. She shows 
how questions about waste were deeply embedded in the deci-
sions of everyday life, reflecting the priorities and aspirations 
of the historical moment, and revealing people’s ever-changing 
concerns and hopes. 

Over the course of the long postwar, Japanese society under-
stood waste variously as backward and retrogressive, an imped-
iment to progress, a pervasive outgrowth of mass consumption, 
incontrovertible proof of societal excess, the embodiment of 
resources squandered, and a hazard to the environment. Sini-
awer also shows how an encouragement of waste consciousness 
served as a civilizing and modernizing imperative, a moral good, 
an instrument for advancement, a path to self-satisfaction, an 
environmental commitment, an expression of identity, and more. 
From the late 1950s onward, a defining element of Japan’s post-
war experience emerged: the tension between the desire for the 
privileges of middle-class lifestyles made possible by affluence 
and dissatisfaction with the logics, costs, and consequences of 
that very prosperity. This tension complicated the persistent 
search for what might be called well-being, a good life, or a life 
well lived. Waste is an elegant history of how people lived—how 
they made sense of, gave meaning to, and found value in the 
acts of the everyday.

Eiko Maruko Siniawer is Professor of History at Williams 
College. She is the author of Ruffians, Yakuza, Nationalists: The 
Violent Politics of Modern Japan, 1860–1960.

“Waste is an original, brilliantly conceived 
analysis of the protean forms and 
formations of waste in Japan—from the 
aftermath of WWII to today. Ranging 
across a multiplicity of genres, Eiko 
Maruko Siniawer insightfully demonstrates 
how waste’s many meanings constituted 
a potent signifier for the society’s 
ambivalence about scarcity and prosper-
ity, frugality and affluence, wealth and 
well-being.”

—William W. Kelly, author of The 
Sportsworld of the Hanshin Tigers

“Siniawer’s Waste explores the cultural and 
social meanings of waste in post-WWII 
Japanese society. This is a ground-
breaking social history of the essential 
but often overlooked aspects of modern 
middle-class living.”

—Yoshikuni Igarashi, author of 
Homecomings: The Belated Return of 
Japan’s Lost Soldiers
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Nation-Empire
Ideology and Rural Youth Mobilization in 
Japan and Its Colonies

Sayaka Chatani

S T U D I E S O F T H E W E AT H E R H E A D E A S T A S I A N I N S T I T U T E , CO L U M B I A 
U N I V E R S I T Y

$55.00s hardcover 978-1-5017-3075-7
366 pages, 6 x 9, 10 b&w halftones, 3 b&w line drawings,  
4 maps

By the end of World War II, hundreds of thousands of young 
men in the Japanese colonies, in particular Taiwan and Korea, 
had expressed their loyalty to the empire by volunteering to join 
the army. Why and how did so many colonial youth become 
passionate supporters of Japanese imperial nationalism? And 
what happened to these youth after the war? Nation-Empire 
investigates these questions by examining the long-term mobi-
lization of youth in the rural peripheries of Japan, Taiwan, and 
Korea. Personal stories and village histories vividly show youth’s 
ambitions, emotions, and identities generated in the shifting 
conditions in each locality. At the same time, Sayaka Chatani 
unveils an intense ideological mobilization built from diverse 
contexts—the global rise of youth and agrarian ideals, Japan’s 
strong drive for assimilation and nationalization, and the com-
plex emotions of younger generations in various remote villages.

Nation-Empire engages with multiple historical debates. 
Chatani considers metropole-colony linkages, revealing the 
core characteristics of the Japanese Empire; discusses youth 
mobilization, juxtaposing the Japanese seinendan (village youth 
associations) with the Boy Scouts and the Hitlerjugend; and 
examines society and individual subjectivities under totalitarian 
rule. Her book highlights the shifting state-society transactions 
of the twentieth-century world through the lens of the Japanese 
Empire, inviting readers to contend with a new approach to, and 
a bold vision of, empire study. 

Sayaka Chatani is Assistant Professor in the Department of 
History at the National University of Singapore. 

“Nation-Empire redirects the scholarly 
focus from urban toward rural society 
and offers a persuasive analysis of 
sociopolitical change and subjectivity 
formation across the Japanese empire. 
Rigorous in its framing and effective in 
its comparisons, this book is a substantial 
contribution and reminder that modernity 
was not simply an urban affair.”

—David Ambaras, author of Bad Youth: 
Juvenile Delinquency and the Politics of 
Everyday Life in Modern Japan

“Chatani answers a vexing question of co-
lonialism: why rural youth in Japan, Taiwan, 
and Korea actively engaged in colonial 
and wartime initiatives, including military 
service. This history transforms our 
understanding of Japan as a “nation-em-
pire” and makes a valuable contribution to 
the world history of youth.”

—Lori Watt, author of When Empire Comes 
Home
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Remaking the Chinese Empire
Manchu-Korean Relations, 1616–1911

Yuanchong Wang

$55.00s hardcover 978-1-5017-3050-4
300 pages, 6 x 9, 4 b&w halftones, 2 maps, 7 charts

Remaking the Chinese Empire examines China’s development 
from an empire into a modern state through the lens of Sino-Ko-
rean political relations during the Qing period. Incorporating 
Korea into the historical narrative of the Chinese empire, it 
demonstrates that the Manchu regime used its relations with 
Chosŏn Korea to establish, legitimize, and consolidate its identi-
ty as the civilized center of the world, as a cosmopolitan empire, 
and as a modern sovereign state. 

For the Manchu regime and for the Chosŏn Dynasty, the 
relationship was one of mutual dependence, central to build-
ing and maintaining political legitimacy. Yuanchong Wang 
illuminates how this relationship served as the very model for 
China’s foreign relations. Ultimately, this precipitated contests, 
conflicts, and compromises among empires and states in East 
Asia, Inner Asia, and Southeast Asia—in particular, in the 
nineteenth century when international law reached the Chinese 
world. By adopting a long-term and cross-border perspective on 
high politics at the empire’s core and periphery, Wang revises 
our understanding of the rise and transformation of the last 
imperial dynasty of China. His work reveals new insights on the 
clashes between China’s foreign relations system and its West-
ern counterpart, imperialism and colonialism in the Chinese 
world, and the formation of modern sovereign states in East Asia. 
Most significantly, Remaking the Chinese Empire breaks free of 
the established, national history-oriented paradigm, establish-
ing a new paradigm through which to observe and analyze the 
Korean impact on the Qing Dynasty.

Yuanchong Wang is Assistant Professor in the Department 
of History at the University of Delaware. 

“Remaking the Chinese Empire is an 
engaging study of the discursive and 
symbolic aspects of the relationship 
between Qing and Chosŏn. It will be 
welcomed as a sophisticated intervention 
in a discussion that is currently of great 
interest to historians of China and Korea, 
as well as specialists in international 
relations.”

—Pamela Kyle Crossley, Dartmouth 
College

“In Remaking the Chinese Empire, Wang 
shows how the tributary system actually 
functioned, providing details from travel 
accounts of the Chosŏn missions to Qing, 
and vice versa. Drawing deftly on sources 
in Manchu, Korean, and Chinese, he 
complicates our picture of the Qing as 
an Inner Asian/Manchu empire, a part of 
which included China proper.”

—Steven B. Miles, Washington University 
in St. Louis
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Rising Titans, Falling Giants
How Great Powers Exploit Power Shifts

Joshua R. Itzkowitz Shifrinson

CO R N E L L S T U D I E S I N S EC U R I T Y A F FA I R S

$45.00s hardcover 978-1-5017-2505-0  
272 pages, 6 x 9, 3 charts, 3 graphs

“Applying key insights from realism to the 
rise and fall of states, Itzkowitz Shifrinson 
offers a compelling analysis of predation 
in the international system. A theoretically 
sophisticated account, this is a book that 
every scholar of international relations and 
contemporary history must read.”

—Jeremi Suri, author of The Impossible 
Presidency

“Rising Titans, Falling Giants fills a gap in 
the literature that had until now not been 
properly researched: how do rising states 
formulate their strategy toward their 
declining peers. Its theory is precise; the 
historical evidence it presents is convinc-
ing and sometimes novel. A must-read for 
those interested in world politics.”

—Nuno Monteiro, Yale University

“An insightful and innovative interpretation 
of international behavior. It should be 
read and pondered by all those wishing 
to understand American foreign policy 
today.”

—Jack Matlock, author of Reagan and 
Gorbachev

As a rising great power flexes its muscles on the political-mili-
tary scene it must examine  how to manage its relationships with 
states suffering from decline; and it has to do so in a careful 
and strategic manner. In Rising Titans, Falling Giants Joshua R. 
Itzkowitz Shifrinson focuses on the policies that rising states 
adopt toward their declining competitors, and what that means 
for the relationship between the two.

Rising Titans, Falling Giants integrates disparate approaches 
to realism into a single theoretical framework, provides new 
insight into the sources of cooperation and competition in 
international relations, and offers a new empirical treatment 
of great power politics at the start and end of the Cold War. 
Itzkowitz Shifrinson challenges the existing historical interpre-
tations of diplomatic history, particularly in terms of the United 
States-China relationship. Whereas many analysts argue that 
these two nations are on a collision course, Itzkowitz Shifrinson 
declares instead that rising states often avoid antagonizing those 
in decline, and highlights episodes that suggest the US-China 
relationship may prove to be far less conflict-prone than we 
might expect.

Joshua R. Itzkowitz Shifrinson is Assistant Professor of 
International Relations with the Pardee School at Boston Uni-
versity, where his research focuses on US foreign policy, grand 
strategy, and international security.  Previously, he served as an 
Assistant Professor with the Bush School of Government. He 
has published in International Security, the Journal of Strategic 
Studies, Foreign Affairs, and other venues.



24 C H A N G I N G  T H E  W O R L D  O N E  B O O K  A T  A  T I M E

Atomic Assurance
The Alliance Politics of Nuclear Proliferation

Alexander Lanoszka

CO R N E L L S T U D I E S I N S EC U R I T Y A F FA I R S

$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-2918-8
216 pages, 6 x 9

Do alliances curb efforts by states to develop nuclear weapons? 
Atomic Assurance looks at what makes alliances sufficiently cred-
ible to prevent nuclear proliferation; how alliances can break 
down and so encourage nuclear proliferation; and whether 
security guarantors like the United States can use alliance ties 
to end the nuclear efforts of their allies. 

Alexander Lanoszka finds that military alliances are less 
useful in preventing allies from acquiring nuclear weapons than 
conventional wisdom suggests. Through intensive case studies 
of West Germany, Japan, and South Korea, as well as a series of 
smaller cases on Great Britain, France, Norway, Australia, and 
Taiwan, Atomic Assurance shows that it is easier to prevent an ally 
from initiating a nuclear program than to stop an ally that has 
already started one; in-theater conventional forces are crucial in 
making American nuclear guarantees credible; the American 
coercion of allies who started, or were tempted to start, a nuclear 
weapons program has played less of a role in forestalling nuclear 
proliferation than analysts have assumed; and the economic or 
technological reliance of a security-dependent ally on the United 
States works better to reverse or to halt that ally’s nuclear bid 
than anything else. 

Crossing diplomatic history, international relations, foreign 
policy, grand strategy, and nuclear strategy, Lanoszka’s book 
reworks our understanding of the power and importance of 
alliances in stopping nuclear proliferation.

Alexander Lanoszka is Assistant Professor of International 
Relations at the University of Waterloo. His research on alliance 
politics, theories of war, and European security has appeared 
in International Security, Security Studies, International Af-
fairs, Survival, and other academic journals.

“Atomic Assurance addresses an important 
question: how do military alliances 
influence nuclear proliferation? Alexander 
Lanozska’s argument cuts against 
conventional wisdom and contains a 
wealth of information that will be new and 
thought-provoking to many readers.”

—Matt Fuhrmann, author of Atomic 
Assistance: How “Atoms for Peace” 
Programs Cause Nuclear Insecurity
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Empire of Hope
The Sentimental Politics of Japanese Decline 

David Leheny

$39.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-2907-2 
246 pages, 6 x 9, 7 b&w halftones 

Empire of Hope asks how emotions become meaningful in 
political life. In a diverse array of cases from recent Japanese 
history, David Leheny shows how sentimental portrayals of the 
nation and its global role reflect a durable story of hopefulness 
about the country’s postwar path. From the medical treatment 
of conjoined Vietnamese children, victims of Agent Orange, the 
global promotion of Japanese popular culture, a tragic maritime 
accident involving a US Navy submarine, to the 2011 tsunami 
and nuclear disaster; this story has shaped the way in which 
political figures, writers, officials, and observers have depicted 
what the nation feels. 

Expressions of national emotion do several things: they 
construct the boundaries of the national body, they inform and 
discipline appropriate expression, and they depoliticize messy 
problems that threaten to produce divisive questions about 
winners and losers. Most important, they work because they 
appear to be natural, simple and expected expressions of how 
the nation shares feeling, even when they paper over the extraor-
dinary divergence in how the nation’s citizens experience each 
incident. In making its arguments, Empire of Hope challenges 
how we read the relations between emotion and politics by ar-
guing—unlike those who build from the neuroscientific turn 
in the social sciences or those developing affect theory in the 
humanities—that the focus should be on emotional represen-
tation rather than on emotion itself. 

David Leheny is Professor in the Graduate School of Asia-Pacific  
Studies at Waseda University. He is the author of Think Global, 
Fear Local: Sex, Violence, and Anxiety in Contemporary Japan and 
Rules of Play: National Identity and the Shaping of Japanese Leisure.

“David Leheny’s inimitable prose is 
deployed at full throttle in Empire of 
Hope, a sweeping historical reading of 
the agency and symbolism of sentiment 
in depoliticized ‘long post war’ Japanese 
society. Anchored by a range of inter-
national and Japanese films, TV series, 
novels, theatre productions, literary 
critical theory, Hope-ology (kibōgaku), 
and political theory approaches, Leheny 
illustrates the affective conditions of and 
for the discourse of national ‘is-ness.’”

—Jennifer Robertson, author of Robo 
Sapiens Japanicus

“Empire of Hope is a superb book. Emotion 
and emotional representation in politics 
is vitally important in light of the dawning 
realization that political and economic 

‘rationality’ does not always do well in 
helping us understand political outcomes. 
Vividly illustrated, well-articulated, and 
persuasive, this book is a joy to read.”

—Henry C. W. Laurence, author of Money 
Rules: The New Politics of Finance in Britain 
and Japan
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Taming Japan’s Deflation
The Debate over Unconventional Monetary 
Policy 

Gene Park, Saori Katada, Giacomo Chiozza, and 
Yoshiko Kojo

CO R N E L L S T U D I E S I N M O N E Y

$45.00s hardcover 978-1-5017-2817-4 
252 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w line drawings, 13 charts

Bolder economic policy could have addressed bouts of deflation 
in post-bubble Japanese history. But despite warnings from econ-
omists, intense political pressure, and “unconventional mone-
tary policy” options to address this problem, Japan’s central bank, 
the Bank of Japan (BOJ), resisted taking the bold actions that the 
authors of Taming Japan’s Deflation believe would have helped. 

With Prime Minister Abe Shinzo’s return to power, Japan 
shifted course in early 2013 with the launch of his “Abenomics” 
economic agenda to reflate the economy and his appointment of 
new leadership at the BOJ to achieve this goal. As Taming Japan’s 
Deflation shows, the BOJ’s resistance to bolder policy stemmed 
from entrenched policy ideas that were hostile to activist mon-
etary policy. These policy ideas had evolved over the BOJ’s long 
history and gained dominance due to the closed nature of the 
policy network. 

The explanatory power of policy ideas and networks suggests 
an inadequacy in the dominant framework for analysis of the 
politics of monetary policy. Taming Japan’s Deflation shows that 
central bankers’ views can be decisive in determining monetary 
policy. Addressing the challenges through institutional analysis, 
quantitative empirical tests, in-depth case studies, and struc-
tured comparison of other countries to Japan, the authors show 
that the adoption of aggressive monetary policy depends on 
bankers’ established policy ideas and policy network structure.  

Gene Park is Associate Professor of Political Science at Loyola 
Marymount University. He is the author of Spending without Tax-
ation. Saori N. Katada is Associate Professor in the School of 
International Relations at the University of Southern California. 
She is the author of Banking on Stability. Giacomo Chiozza 
is co-author, most recently, of Leaders and International Conflict. 
He teaches at Victoria University of Wellington in New Zealand. 
Yoshiko Kojo is Professor in the Department of Advanced 
Social and International Relations at the University of Tokyo. 
She is the author of Japan in International Politics.

“Taming Japan’s Deflation provides the 
most detailed and up-to-date English- 
language examination of the Bank of 
Japan as an institution. One of the most 
puzzling macroeconomic stories of the 
last two decades has been the BOJ’s 
failure to effectively address the challenge 
of deflation. The authors thoroughly 
and clearly address this puzzle, to which 
political scientists and economists have 
often pointed but never really explored 
comprehensively.”

—William Grimes, author of Currency and 
Contest in East Asia: The Great Power 
Politics of Financial Regionalism
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The Venture Capital State
The Silicon Valley Model in East Asia

Robyn Klingler-Vidra

CO R N E L L S T U D I E S I N P O L I T I C A L ECO N O M Y

$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-2337-7  
208 pages, 6 x 9, 5 charts

Silicon Valley has become shorthand for a globally acclaimed 
way to unleash the creative potential of venture capital, support-
ing innovation and creating jobs.  In The Venture Capital State 
Robyn Klingler-Vidra traces how and why different states have 
adopted distinct versions of the Silicon Valley model. 

Venture capital seeks high rewards but is enveloped in high 
risk.  The author’s deep investigations of venture capital policy-
making in East Asian states (Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapore) 
show that success does not reflect policymakers’ ability to repli-
cate the Silicon Valley model. Instead, she argues, performance 
reflects their skill in adapting a highly lauded model to their 
local context. Policymakers are “contextually rational” in their 
learning; their context-rooted norms shape their preferences. 
The normative context for learning about policy—how elites see 
themselves and what they deem as locally appropriate—informs 
how they design their efforts.

The Venture Capital State offers a novel conceptualization of 
rationality, bridging diametrically opposed versions of bound-
ed and conventional rationality.  This new understanding of 
rationality is simultaneously fully informed and context based, 
and it provides a framework by which analysts can bring domes-
tic factors to the very heart of international diffusion of policy.  
Klingler-Vidra concludes that states have a visible hand in con-
stituting even quintessentially neoliberal markets.

Robyn Klingler-Vidra is Lecturer in Political Economy in 
the Department of International Development at King’s College 
London.

“Klingler-Vidra gives an empirically rich 
account of three country cases detailing 
how their venture capital policies have 
varied over time and continue to differ 
from one another. This book has the 
potential to make a valuable contribution 
to the political economy literature.”

—Linda Weiss, author of America, Inc.?

“Klingler-Vidra draws knowledgably and 
substantially on an extensive and broadly 
eclectic body of literature spanning 
multiple disciplines and theoretical 
approaches. She uses this material effec-
tively to provide a synthetic and heuristic 
explanation for the absence of neoliberal 
convergence and presence of locally 
diverse and interventionist policies in the 
diffusion of the Silicon Valley venture 
capital model.”

—Karl Fields, University of Puget Sound
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Dark Pasts
Changing the State’s Story in Turkey  
and Japan

Jennifer M. Dixon

$55.00s hardcover 978-1-5017-3024-5 
282 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w line drawings, 1 chart

Over the past two decades, many states have heard demands to 
recognize and apologize for historic wrongs. Such calls have not 
elicited uniform or predictable responses. While some states 
have apologized for past crimes, others continue to silence, 
deny, and relativize dark pasts. What explains the tremendous 
variation in how states deal with past crimes? When and why do 
states change their stories about their dark pasts?

Dark Pasts argues that international pressures increase the 
likelihood of change in official narratives about dark pasts, but 
domestic considerations determine the content of such change. 
Rather than changing with the passage of time, persistence, or 
rightness, official narratives of dark pasts are shaped by interac-
tions between political factors at the domestic and international 
levels. Unpacking the complex processes through which interna-
tional pressures and domestic dynamics shape states’ narratives, 
Jennifer M. Dixon analyzes the trajectories over the past sixty 
years of Turkey’s narrative of the 1915–17 Armenian Genocide 
and Japan’s narrative of the 1937–38 Nanjing Massacre. While 
both states’ started from similar positions of silencing, relativiz-
ing, and denial, Japan has come to express regret and apologize 
for the Nanjing Massacre, while Turkey continues to reject offi-
cial wrongdoing and deny the genocidal nature of the violence. 

Dark Pasts unravels the complex processes that construct and 
contest narratives, and offers an innovative way to analyze narra-
tive change. Dixon’s book highlights the persistent presence of 
the past and reveals how domestic politics shape the ways states’ 
narratives change—or do not—over time. 

Jennifer M. Dixon is Assistant Professor in the Department 
of Political Science at Villanova University. She has published 
articles in Perspectives on Politics, South European Society and 
Politics, and International Journal of Middle East Studies.

“The quality of Dark Pasts is excellent. 
Dixon’s work is unique in its comparison of 
the denial of violence in both Turkey and 
Japan, and in its analytical rigor. Well-con-
ceived, based on a wealth of resources, this 
book is a significant contribution.”

—Fatma Göçek, author of Denial of 
Violence: Ottoman Past, Turkish Present, 
and Collective Violence against Armenians
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Improvisational Islam
Indonesian Youth in a Time of Possibility

Nur Amali Ibrahim

 
$24.95s paperback 978-1-5017-2786-3 
210 pages, 6 x 9

Improvisational Islam is about novel and unexpected ways 
of being Muslim, where religious dispositions are achieved 
through techniques that have little or no precedent in classical 
Islamic texts or concepts. Nur Amali Ibrahim foregrounds two 
distinct autodidactic university student organizations, each 
trying to envision alternative ways of being Muslim independent 
from established religious and political authorities. One group 
draws from methods originating from the business world, like 
accounting, auditing, and self-help, to promote a puritanical un-
derstanding of the religion and spearhead Indonesia’s spiritual 
rebirth. A second group reads Islamic scriptures alongside the 
western human sciences. Both groups, he argues, show a great 
degree of improvisation and creativity in their interpretations 
of Islam. 

These experimental forms of religious improvisations and 
practices have developed in a specific Indonesian political con-
text that has evolved after the deposal of President Suharto’s 
authoritarian New Order regime in 1998. At the same time, 
Improvisational Islam suggests that the Indonesian case study 
brings into sharper relief processes that are happening in or-
dinary Muslim life everywhere. To be a practitioner of their 
religion, Muslims draw on and are inspired by not only their 
holy scriptures, but also the non-traditional ideas and practices 
that circulate in their society, which importantly include those 
originating in the West. In the contemporary political discourse 
where Muslims are often portrayed as uncompromising and 
adversarial to the West and where bans and walls are deemed 
necessary to keep them out, this story about flexible and creative 
Muslims is an important one to tell.

Nur Amali Ibrahim is Assistant Professor at the Department 
of Religious Studies and the Department of International Stud-
ies at Indiana University.

“Nur Amali Ibrahim paints a nuanced 
portrait of students seeking to reconcile 
major social forces that inflect everyday 
life across the Muslim world—Islam, 
liberalism, radicalism, and secularism—as 
they strive to define their place in a 
fast-changing, democratizing nation. 
Ibrahim demonstrates the importance of 
scholarly attention in anthropology and 
religious studies to this vibrant country—
the world’s largest Muslim nation.”

—Daromir Rudnyckyj, author of the award-
winning Spiritual Economies

“Nur Amali Ibrahim presents an elegant 
comparison of student groups: liberals 
at the National Islamic University, and 
Islamists at the secular University of 
Indonesia. Stressing the complexities of 
background, personal motivation, and 
accident, Improvisational Islam shows 
how local incorporations of western 
technique act as coping mechanisms for, 
and means of furthering the violence of 
neoliberal capitalism’s incursion into local 
environments.”

—Gregory Starrett, author of Putting Islam 
to Work
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Battling the Buddha of Love
A Cultural Biography of the Greatest Statue 
Never Built

Jessica Marie Falcone

$23.95s paperback 978-1-5017-2348-3 
268 pages, 6 x 9, 15 b&w halftones

Battling the Buddha of Love is a work of advocacy anthropology 
that explores the controversial plans and practices of the Mai-
treya Project, a transnational Buddhist organization, as it sought 
to build the “world’s tallest statue” as a multi-million-dollar “gift” 
to India. Hoping to forcibly acquire 750 acres of occupied land 
for the statue park in the Kushinagar area of Uttar Pradesh, 
the Buddhist statue planners ran into obstacle after obstacle, 
including a full-scale grassroots resistance movement of Indian 
farmers working to “Save the Land.” 

Falcone sheds light on the aspirations, values, and practices 
of both the Buddhists who worked to construct the statue, as well 
as the Indian farmer-activists who tirelessly protested against 
the Maitreya Project. Because the majority of the supporters of 
the Maitreya Project statue are converts to Tibetan Buddhism, 
individuals Falcone terms “non-heritage” practitioners, she fo-
cuses on the spectacular collision of cultural values between 
small agriculturalists in rural India and transnational Buddhists 
hailing from Portland to Pretoria. She asks how could a trans-
national Buddhist organization committed to compassionate 
practice blithely create so much suffering for impoverished rural 
Indians? 

Falcone depicts the cultural logics at work on both sides of 
the controversy, and through her examination of these logics 
she reveals the divergent, competing visions of Kushinagar’s 
potential futures. Battling the Buddha of Love traces power, faith, 
and hope through the axes of globalization, transnational re-
ligion, and rural grassroots activism in South Asia, showing 
the unintended local consequences of an international spiritual 
development project.

Jessica Marie Falcone is Associate Professor of Anthropol-
ogy at Kansas State University.

“Jessica Falcone’s Battling the Buddha of 
Love is a gripping and personal account of 
the troubling circumstances the attempts 
by the Foundation for the Preservation of 
the Mahayana Tradition and the Maitreya 
Project to create the largest Buddha 
statue in the world. Falcone’s work will 
be illuminating to a new generation of 
students who may find themselves on 
uncertain—even hostile—terrain during 
their fieldwork.”

—Catherine Becker, University of Illinois at 
Chicago
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Pop City
Korean Popular Culture and the Selling of 
Place

Youjeong Oh

$42.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-3071-9
258 pages, 6 x 9, 4 b&w halftones

Pop City examines the use of Korean television dramas and 
K-Pop music to promote urban and rural places in South Korea. 
Building on the phenomenon of Korean pop culture, Youjeong 
Oh argues that the marketing of K-Pop and Korean dramatic 
television mediates two separate domains: political decentraliza-
tion and the globalization of Korean popular culture. The local 
election system introduced in the mid 90s has stimulated strong 
desires among city mayors and county and district governors to 
develop and promote their areas. Riding on the Korean Wave—
the overseas popularity of Korean entertainment, also called 
Hallyu—Korean cities have actively used K-dramas and K-Pop 
idols in advertisements designed to attract foreign tourists to 
their regions. Hallyu, meanwhile, has turned the Korean enter-
tainment industry into a speculative field into which numerous 
players venture by attracting cities as sponsors. 

By analyzing the process of culture-featured place marketing, 
Pop City shows that urban spaces are produced and sold just 
like TV dramas and pop idols by promoting spectacular images 
rather than substantial physical and cultural qualities. Popular 
culture and associated urban promotion also uses the emotional 
engagement of its users in advertising urban space, just as pop 
culture draws on fans’ and audiences’ affective commitments 
to sell its products. Oh demonstrates how the speculative, im-
age-based, and consumer-exploitive nature of popular culture 
shapes the commodification of urban space and ultimately 
demonstrates that pop culture and mediated place promotion 
means capital dominates urban space in sophisticated and fe-
tishized ways. 

Youjeong Oh is Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Asian Studies at the University of Texas at Austin. This is her 
first book.

“The significance of Youjeong Oh’s Pop 
City lies in the fact that it covers urban 
policy, developmentalism, popular culture 
and tourism, and affect, while enabling 
readers to see these aspects as a nexus 
of contingent assemblages. It will appeal 
to a multidisciplinary audience and 
provide significant contributions to urban 
theory, development studies, geography, 
ethnographic studies, media and 
communication studies, affect theories, 
and Korean studies.”

—Jesook Song, University of Toronto
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More Than Words
Transforming Script, Agency, and Collective 
Life in Bali

Richard Fox

$27.95s paperback 978-1-5017-2535-7 
264 pages, 6 x 9, 30 b&w halftones, 3 figures

Grounded in ethnographic and archival research on the Indo-
nesian island of Bali, More Than Words challenges conventional 
understandings of textuality and writing as they pertain to the 
religious traditions of Southeast Asia. Through a nuanced study 
of Balinese script as employed in rites of healing, sorcery, and 
self-defense, Richard Fox explores the aims and desires embod-
ied in the production and use of palm-leaf manuscripts, amulets, 
and other inscribed objects. 

Balinese often attribute both life and independent volition 
to manuscripts and copperplate inscriptions, presenting them 
with elaborate offerings. Commonly addressed with personal 
honorifics, these script-bearing objects may become partners 
with humans and other sentient beings in relations of exchange 
and mutual obligation. The question is how such practices of 

“the living letter” may be related to more recently emergent 
conceptions of writing—linked to academic philology, reform 
Hinduism, and local politics—which take Balinese letters to 
be a symbol of cultural heritage, and a neutral medium for 
the transmission of textual meaning. More Than Words shows 
how Balinese practices of apotropaic writing—on palm-leaves, 
amulets, and bodies—challenge these notions, and yet coexist 
alongside them. Reflecting on this coexistence, Fox develops a 
theoretical approach to writing centered on the premise that 
such contradictory sensibilities hold wider significance than 
previously recognized for the history and practice of religion in 
Southeast Asia and beyond.

Richard Fox teaches at the Institut für Ethnologie at the 
Ruprecht-Karls-Universität Heidelberg. His primary teaching 
and research interests are in the ethnographic and historical 
study of religion, media and performance in South and South-
east Asia, with a special emphasis on Indonesia and the wider 
Malay region.

“More Than Words is of the highest quality. 
Richard Fox’s ability to combine a concern 
with text and a refined ethnographic 
sensibility is excellent and engaging.”

—Ronald Lukens-Bull, author of Islamic 
Higher Education in Indonesia: Continuity 
and Conflict
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Currencies of Imagination
Channeling Money and Chasing Mobility in 
Vietnam

Ivan V. Small

$27.95s paperback 978-1-5017-1688-1 
160 pages, 6 x 9 

“Currencies of Imagination paints a vivid 
picture of the social worlds influenced 
by transnational remittances. Ivan Small 
shows that remittances are a way of 
sending gratitude, of establishing and 
maintaining social bonds.”

—Erik Harms, Yale University

“In this absorbing and vivid account of 
Vietnamese remittance economies, Ivan 
Small demonstrates the ongoing relevance 
of attention to the circulation of things 
as profoundly social and imaginative 
projects.”

—Ann Marie Leshkowich, College of the 
Holy Cross

In Vietnam, international remittances from the Vietnamese 
diaspora are quantitatively significant and contribute im-
portant economic inputs. Yet beyond capital transfer, these 
diasporic remittance economies offer insight into an unfolding 
transformation of Vietnamese society through the extension 
of imaginations and ontological possibilities that accompany 
them. Currencies of Imagination examines the complex role of 
remittances as money and as gifts that flow across, and mediate 
between, transnational kinship networks dispersed by exile and 
migration. 

Long distance international gift exchanges and channels in a 
neoliberal political economy juxtapose the increasing cross-bor-
der mobility of remittance financial flows against the relative 
confines of state bounded bodies. In this contradiction Ivan V. 
Small reveals a creative space for emergent imaginaries that dis-
rupt local structures and scales of desire, labor and expectation. 
Furthermore, the particular characteristics of remittance chan-
nels and mediums in a global economy, including transnational 
mobility and exchangeable value, affect and reflect the relations, 
aspirations, and orientations of the exchange participants. Small 
traces a genealogy of how this phenomenon has shifted through 
changing remittance forms and transfer infrastructures, from 
material and black market to formal bank and money services. 
Transformations in the affective and institutional relations 
among givers, receivers, and remittance facilitators accompany 
each of these shifts, illustrating that the socio-cultural work of 
remittances extends far beyond the formal economic realm they 
are usually consigned to. 

Ivan V. Small is Assistant Professor of Anthropology and 
International Studies at Central Connecticut State University. 
He is co-editor of Money at the Margins: Global Perspectives on 
Technology, Financial Inclusion and Design.
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Anthropogenic Rivers 
The Production of Uncertainty in Lao 
Hydropower 

Jerome Whitington

E X P E R T I S E : C U LT U R E S A N D T EC H N O LO G I E S O F K N OW L E D G E

$29.95s paperback 978-1-5017-3091-7 
272 pages 6 x 9, 6 b&w halftones, 1 b&w line drawing, 1 chart

In the 2000s, Laos was treated as a model country for the effi-
cacy of privatized, “sustainable” hydropower projects as viable 
options for World Bank-led development. By viewing hydropower 
as a process that creates ecologically uncertain environments, 
Jerome Whitington reveals how new forms of managerial care 
have emerged in the context of a privatized dam project success-
fully targeted by transnational activists. Based on ethnographic 
work inside the hydropower company, as well as with Laotians 
affected by the dam, he investigates how managers, technicians 
and consultants grapple with unfamiliar environmental obli-
gations through new infrastructural configurations, locally-in-
scribed ethical practices, and forms of flexible experimentation 
informed by American management theory. 

Far from the authoritative expertise that characterized 
classical modernist hydropower, sustainable development in 
Laos has been characterized by a shift from the risk politics of 
the 1990s to an ontological politics in which the institutional 
conditions of infrastructure investment are pervasively under-
mined by sophisticated “hactivism.” Whitington demonstrates 
how late industrial environments are infused with uncertainty 
inherent in the anthropogenic ecologies themselves. Whereas 

“anthropogenic” usually describes human-induced environmen-
tal change, it can also show how new capacities for being human 
are generated when people live in ecologies shot through with 
uncertainty. Implementing what Foucault called a “historical 
ontology of ourselves,” Anthropogenic Rivers formulates a new 
materialist critique of the dirty ecologies of late industrialism 
by pinpointing the opportunistic, ambitious and speculative 
ontology of capitalist natures.

Jerome Whitington is Visiting Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Anthropology at New York University.  
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Hamka and Islam
Cosmopolitan Reform in the Malay World

Khairudin Aljunied

SOUTHEAST ASIA PROGR AM PUBLICATIONS 

$23.95s paperback 978-1-5017-2457-2
158 pages, 7 x 10, 7 b&w halftones
OSEPH

Since the early twentieth century, Muslim reformers have been 
campaigning for a total transformation of the ways in which 
Islam is imagined. Islam in the Malay World has a long list of 
innovative Muslim reformers. The author Haji Abdullah Malik 
Abdul Karim Amrullah, commonly known as “Hamka,” is one 
of the most influential.

In Hamka and Islam, Khairudin Aljunied employs the term 
“cosmopolitan reform” to describe Hamka’s attempt to harmo-
nize the many streams of Islamic and Western thought while 
posing solutions to, the various challenges facing Muslims in 
the Malay world. Among the major themes explored by Aljunied 
are reason and revelation, moderation and extremism, social 
justice, the state of women in society, and Sufism in the modern 
age, as well as the importance of history in reforming the minds 
of modern Muslims. Aljunied argues that Hamka demonstrated 
intellectual openness and inclusiveness towards a whole range 
of thoughts and philosophies to develop his own imaginary and 
vocabulary of reform, attesting to Hamka’s unique ability to 
function as a conduit for competing Islamic and secular groups.  

Hamka and Islam pushes the boundaries of the expanding lit-
erature on Muslim reformism and reformist thinkers by ground-
ing its analysis within the Malay world experience and offering 
a novel attempt to build a concept—cosmopolitan reform—that 
will be of service to researchers across the world.

Dr Khairudin Aljunied is Associate Professor at the Faculty 
of Arts and Social Sciences, National University of Singapore.
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Brothers in Arms
Chinese Aid to the Khmer Rouge, 1975–1979

Andrew Mertha

$19.95s paperback 978-1-5017-3123-5
200 pages, 6 x 9, 7 halftones, 2 tables, 2 maps, 2 line figures 

When the Khmer Rouge came to power in Cambodia in 1975, 
they inherited a war-ravaged and internationally isolated coun-
try. Pol Pot’s government espoused the rhetoric of self-reliance, 
but Democratic Kampuchea was utterly dependent on Chinese 
foreign aid and technical assistance to survive. Yet in a marked-
ly asymmetrical relationship between a modernizing, nuclear 
power and a virtually premodern state, China was largely unable 
to use its power to influence Cambodian politics or policy. In 
Brothers in Arms, Andrew Mertha traces this surprising lack of 
influence to variations between the Chinese and Cambodian 
institutions that administered military aid, technology transfer, 
and international trade. 

Today, China’s extensive engagement with the developing 
world suggests an inexorably rising China in the process of se-
curing a degree of economic and political dominance that was 
unthinkable even a decade ago. Yet, China’s experience with its 
first-ever client state suggests that the effectiveness of Chinese 
foreign aid, and influence that comes with it, is only as good as 
the institutions that manage the relationship. By focusing on 
the links between China and Democratic Kampuchea, Mertha 
peers into the “black box” of Chinese foreign aid to illustrate how 
domestic institutional fragmentation limits Beijing’s ability to 
influence the countries that accept its assistance.

Andrew Mertha is Professor of Government at Cornell Uni-
versity. He is the author of China’s Water Warriors: Citizen Action 
and Policy Change and The Politics of Piracy: Intellectual Property 
in Contemporary China.

“Andrew Mertha’s superb book is 35 
years overdue. . . . Brothers in Arms is a 
masterful account of China’s failed policy 
of support for Democratic Kampuchea, 
required reading for anyone who wishes 
to understand either Beijing’s role in 
Southeast Asia during the 1970s or the 
decisive influence of bureaucratic politics.”

—New Mandala

“Andrew Mertha demonstrates in Brothers 
in Arms . . . a skillful analysis of China’s 
relations with one of its key Cold War 

‘client states’—Pol Pot’s Democratic 
Kampuchea. . . . This excellent book 
merits careful reading.”

—The China Journal 

“In essence, Brothers in Arms is a study 
of Leninist systems and how a larger, 
nuclear power like China failed to keep 
its client state in a position of inferiority. 
Historians studying diplomacy, Cold 
War, and Southeast Asia history will 
appreciate Mertha’s attention to detail 
and evidence base. Undoubtedly the 
author has produced a foundational book 
on the relationship between China and 
Democratic Kampuchea.”

—H-Net 
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Indonesia Journal

Edited by Joshua Barker and Eric Tagliacozzo

SOUTHE A ST A SIA PROGR A M PUBLIC ATIONS

$30.00 978-0-87727-905-1 paperback  
8 x 11

Indonesia is a semi-annual journal devoted to the timely study of 
Indonesia’s culture, history, government, economy, and society. 
It features original scholarly articles, interviews, translations, 
and book reviews. Published since April 1966, the journal 
provides area scholars and interested readers with contempo-
rary analyses of Indonesia and an extensive archive of research 
pertaining to the nation and region. The journal is published 
by Cornell University’s Southeast Asia Program and Cornell 
University Press.
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RESURRECTING NAGASAKI
Reconstruction and the Formation of Atomic Narratives
Chad Diehl 
$39.95  HARDCOVER 978-1-5017-1496-2

THE TEAHOUSE UNDER SOCIALISM
The Decline and Renewal of Public Life in Chengdu, 
1950-2000
Di Wang 
$29.95  PAPERBACK 978-1-5017-1549-5

MR. X AND THE PACIFIC
George F. Kennan and American Policy in East Asia
Paul J. Heer
$37.95  HARDCOVER 978-1-5017-1114-5

BORDER CAPITALISM, DISRUPTED
Precarity and Struggle in a Southeast Asian Industrial 
Zone
Stephen Campbell
$49.95 HARDCOVER 978-1-5017-1110-7

REMEMBERING THE PRESENT
Mindfulness in Buddhist Asia
J.L. Cassaniti
$27.95 PAPERBACK 978-1-5017-0917-3

THE BATTLE FOR FORTUNE
State-Led Development, Personhood, and Power 
among Tibetans in China
Charlene Makley 
$29.95  PAPERBACK 978-1-5017-1967-7

WHY TERRORISTS QUIT
The Disengagement of Indonesian Jihadists
Julie Chernov Hwang 
$39.95  HARDCOVER 978-1-5017-1082-7

PARTICIPATION WITHOUT DEMOCRACY
Containing Conflict in Southeast Asia
Garry Rodan 
$32.95  PAPERBACK 978-1-5017-2011-6
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TRADERS IN MOTION
Identities and Contestations in the Vietnamese 
Marketplace
edited by Kirsten W. Endres and Ann Marie 
Leshkowich 
$23.95  PAPERBACK 978-1-5017-1983-7

POLITICAL CORRUPTION AND SCANDALS  
IN JAPAN
Matthew M. Carlson and Steven R. Reed 
$39.95  HARDCOVER 978-1-5017-1565-5

FROM MIRACLE TO MIRAGE
The Making and Unmaking of the Korean Middle Class, 
1960–2015
Myungji Yang
$45.00  HARDCOVER 978-1-5017-1073-5

THE GEOPOLITICS OF SPECTACLE
Space, Synecdoche, and the New Capitals of Asia
Natalie Koch
$45.00 HARDCOVER 978-1-5017-2091-8

INTERTIDAL HISTORY IN ISLAND 
SOUTHEAST ASIA
Submerged Genealogy and the Legacy of Coastal 
Capture
Jennifer L. Gaynor
$23.95 PAPERBACK 978-1-5017-4780-2

SVAY
A Khmer Village in Cambodia
May Mayko Ebihara
Edited by Andrew Mertha
With an introduction by Judy Ledgerwood 
$23.95  PAPERBACK 978-1-5017-1512-9

A DUTERTE READER
Critical Essays on Rodrigo Duterte’s Early Presidency
Edited by Nicole Curato 
$23.95  PAPERBACK 978-1-5017-2473-2

SOVEREIGN WOMEN IN A MUSLIM 
KINGDOM
The Sultanahs of Aceh, 1641–1699
Sher Banu A. L. Khan 
$23.95  PAPERBACK 978-1-5017-1385-9
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