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The Medieval Economy of Salvation
Charity, Commerce, and the Rise of the 
Hospital

Adam J. Davis

SEPTEMBER
$39.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-4210-1
334 pages, 6 x 9, 5 b&w halftones, 1 map

In The Medieval Economy of Salvation, Adam J. Davis shows how 
the burgeoning commercial economy of western Europe in the 
twelfth and thirteenth centuries, alongside an emerging culture 
of Christian charity, led to the establishment of hundreds of 
hospitals and leper houses. Focusing on the county of Cham-
pagne, he looks at the ways in which charitable organizations 
and individuals—townspeople, merchants, aristocrats, and ec-
clesiastics—saw in these new institutions a means of infusing 
charitable giving and service with new social significance and 
heightened expectations of spiritual rewards.

Hospitals served as visible symbols of piety and, as a result, 
were popular objects of benefaction. They also presented lay 
women and men with new penitential opportunities to person-
ally perform the works of mercy, which many embraced as a 
way to earn salvation. At the same time, these establishments 
served a variety of functions beyond caring for the sick and the 
poor; as benefactors donated lands and money to them, hospitals 
became increasingly central to local economies, supplying loans, 
distributing food, and acting as landlords. In tracing the rise of 
the medieval hospital during a period of intense urbanization 
and the transition from a gift economy to a commercial one, 
Davis makes clear how embedded this charitable institution was 
in the wider social, cultural, religious, and economic fabric of 
medieval life.    

Adam J. Davis is Professor of History and Associate Director of 
the Lisska Center for Scholarly Engagement at Denison Univer-
sity, in Granville, Ohio. He is the author of The Holy Bureaucrat.

“The Medieval Economy of Salvation is ex-
cellent and makes a significant contribu-
tion to our understanding of the religious 
and social concerns that gave rise to the 
‘hospital revolution’ of the twelfth and 
thirteenth century.”—Sharon Farmer, UC 
Santa Barbara, author of The Silk Indus-
tries of Medieval Paris

“The Medieval Economy of Salvation is an 
intelligent book. Adam J. Davis, with great 
erudition and talent, masterfully gives the 
social phenomenon of the Medieval hos-
pital the attention it deserves.”—François 
Touati, University François-Rabelais 
of Tours, author of Yves de Chartres 
(1040-1115)

“Using an annaliste’s all-encompassing 
approach, Adam Davis displays impressive 
command of the history—and historiog-
raphy—of religion, economic change, 
and social relations in thirteenth-century 
France. The Medieval Economy of Salva-
tion will be of great interest to historians 
of medieval Europe, and beyond.”—Miri 
Rubin, Queen Mary University of London, 
author of The Middle Ages
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Civil Vengeance
Literature, Culture, and Early Modern 
Revenge

Emily L. King

SEPTEMBER
$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-3965-1
192 pages, 6 x9

“Emily L. King makes an ambitious 
and successful attempt to change our 
understanding of the concept of revenge 
in early modern English literary and 
cultural discourse. This book is refreshing, 
and offers a worthy reframing of the 
usual study of revenge plays.”—Marcela 
Kostihová, Hamline University, author of 
Shakespeare in Transition

What is revenge, and what purpose does it serve? On the early 
modern English stage, depictions of violence and carnage—the 
duel between Hamlet and Laertes that leaves nearly everyone 
dead or the ghastly meal of human remains served at the end 
of Titus Andronicus—emphasize arresting acts of revenge that 
upset the social order. Yet the subsequent critical focus on a 
narrow selection of often bloody “revenge plays” has overshad-
owed subtler and less spectacular modes of vengeance present 
in early modern culture. 

In Civil Vengeance, Emily L. King offers a new way of un-
derstanding early modern revenge in relation to civility and 
community. Rather than relegating vengeance to the social pe-
riphery, she uncovers how facets of society—church, law, and 
education—relied on the dynamic of retribution to augment 
their power such that revenge emerges as an extension of civil-
ity. To revise the lineage of revenge literature in early modern 
England, King rereads familiar revenge tragedies (including 
Marston’s Antonio’s Revenge and Kyd’s The Spanish Tragedy) 
alongside a new archive that includes conduct manuals, legal 
and political documents, and sermons. Shifting attention from 
episodic revenge to quotidian forms, Civil Vengeance provides 
new insights into the manner by which retaliation informs iden-
tity formation, interpersonal relationships, and the construction 
of the social body.

Emily l. King is Assistant Professor of English at Louisiana State 
University.
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The House of Hemp and Butter
A History of Old Riga

Kevin C. O’Connor

NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY PRESS

NIU SERIES IN SLAVIC, EAST EUROPEAN, AND EURASIAN STUDIES

NOVEMBER
$39.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-4768-7 
336 pages, 6 x 9, 13 b&w halftones

Founded as an ecclesiastical center, trading hub, and intended 
capital of a feudal state, Riga was Old Livonia’s greatest city and 
its indispensable port. Because the city was situated in what 
was initially remote and inhospitable territory, surrounded by 
pagans and coveted by regional powers like Poland, Sweden, and 
Muscovy, it was also a fortress encased by a wall.

The House of Hemp and Butter begins in the twelfth century 
with the arrival to the eastern Baltic of German priests, trad-
ers, and knights, who conquered and converted the indigenous 
tribes and assumed mastery over their lands. It ends in 1710 
with an account of the greatest war Livonia had ever seen, one 
that was accompanied by mass starvation, a terrible epidemic, 
and a flood of nearly Biblical proportions that devastated the city 
and left its survivors in misery.

Readers will learn about Riga’s people—merchants and cler-
ics, craftsmen and builders, porters and day laborers—about its 
structures and spaces, its internal conflicts and its unrelenting 
struggle to maintain its independence against outside threats. 
The House of Hemp and Butter is an indispensable guide to a 
quintessentially European city located in one of the continent’s 
more remote corners.

KEvin C. O’COnnOr is Professor of History at Gonzaga Univer-
sity. He is author of a number of books, including, The History 
of the Baltic States, Culture and Customs of the Baltic States, and 
Intellectuals and Apparatchiks.

“O’Connor has an attractive and highly 
readable writing style and his account 
has no ‘national’ axe to grind and thus 
strikes a fair balance between the relative 
significance of the various nationalities 
that populated the city in the 500-
year period he surveys. For tourists 
planning to visit the city, he explains 
how contemporary physical features—
location, suburbs, churches, street names 
in the medieval part of the city—are in 
part linked to the events of these early 
centuries.”—Andrejs Plakans, Professor 
Emeritus, Iowa State University, author of 
A Concise History of the Baltic States
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The Virtues of Economy
Governance, Power, and Piety in Late 
Medieval Rome

James A. Palmer

The humanist perception of fourteenth-century Rome as a slum-
bering ruin awaiting the Renaissance and the return of papal 
power has cast a long shadow on the historiography of the city. 
Challenging this view, James A. Palmer argues that Roman po-
litical culture underwent dramatic changes in the late Middle 
Ages, with profound and lasting implications for city’s subse-
quent development. The Virtues of Economy examines the trans-
formation of Rome’s governing elites as a result of changes in 
the city’s economic, political, and spiritual landscape.

Palmer explores this shift through the history of Roman po-
litical society, its identity as an urban commune, and its once-
and-future role as the spiritual capital of Latin Christendom. 
Tracing the contours of everyday Roman politics, The Virtues of 
Economy reframes the reestablishment of papal sovereignty in 
Rome as the product of synergy between papal ambitions and 
local political culture. More broadly, Palmer emphasizes Rome’s 
distinct role in evolution of medieval Italy’s city-communes.

JamEs a. PalmEr is Assistant Professor of History at Florida 
State University. Follow him on Twitter @Jamespqr77.

DECEMBER
$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-4237-8
264 pages, 6 x 9, 1 b&w halftone, 2 maps

“The Virtues of Economy is an engaging 
book in which the author draws on rich 
social and religious material to illuminate 
the fascinating and understudied culture 
of fourteenth-century Rome.”—Carol 
Lansing, University of California, Santa 
Barbara, author of Passion and Order

“The Virtues of Economy is cohesive and 
compelling, a much-needed contribution 
to the literature on late medieval Rome.”—
Carrie Beneš, New College of Florida, 
author of Urban Legends
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Suspect Saints and Holy Heretics
Disputed Sanctity and Communal Identity in 
Late Medieval Italy

Janine Larmon Peterson

“Suspect Saints and Holy Heretics is 
a significant contribution in how we 
think about responses to political and 
social change in Italy during the later 
Middle Ages. A great achievement 
and worthwhile book.”—Lezlie Knox, 
Marquette University, author of Creating 
Clare of Assisi

“Janine Larmon Peterson has written a 
book of excellent quality that grapples 
directly with a wide range of aspects 
related to sanctity in the Middle Ages. 
Considerable thought has gone into this 
book, and it shows.”—George Ferzoco, 
University of Bristol, co-editor of A 
Companion to Catherine of Siena

DECEMBER
$55.00s hardcover 978-1-5017-4234-7
288 pages, 6 x 9, 3 b&w halftones, 1 map, 2 charts

In Suspect Saints and Holy Heretics Janine Larmon Peterson 
investigates regional saints whose holiness was contested.  She 
scrutinizes the papacy’s toleration of unofficial saints’ cults and 
its response when their devotees challenged church authority 
about a cult’s merits or the saint’s orthodoxy. As she demon-
strates, communities that venerated saints increasingly clashed 
with popes and inquisitors determined to erode any local claims 
of religious authority. 

Local and unsanctioned saints were spiritual and social fix-
tures in the towns of northern and central Italy in the thirteenth 
and fourteenth centuries. In some cases, popes allowed these 
saints’ cults; in others, church officials condemned the saint 
and/or their followers as heretics. Using a wide range of secular 
and clerical sources—including vitae, inquisitorial and canon-
ization records, chronicles, and civic statutes—Peterson explores 
who these unofficial saints were, how the phenomenon of dis-
puted sanctity arose, and why communities would be willing 
to risk punishment by continuing to venerate a local holy man 
or woman. She argues that the Church increasingly restricted 
sanctification in the later Middle Ages, which precipitated new 
debates over who had the authority to recognize sainthood and 
what evidence should be used to identify holiness and hetero-
doxy.  The case studies she presents detail how the political 
climate of the Italian peninsula allowed Italian communities 
to use saints’ cults as a tool to negotiate religious and political 
autonomy in opposition to growing papal bureaucratization.

JaninE larmOn PEtErsOn is Associate Professor of History at 
Marist College. She is the Medieval Europe Editor for the Data-
base of Religious History, and has published in Past & Present, 
Scriptorium, Traditio, and Viator.



6 C H A N G I N G  T H E  W O R L D  O N E  B O O K  A T  A  T I M E

Bishops and the Politics of 
Patronage in Merovingian Gaul

Gregory I. Halfond

SEPTEMBER
$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-3931-6
220 pages, 6 x 9, 1 map

“Bishops and the Politics of Patronage in 
Merovingian Gaul shines new light on an 
important but unevenly treated topic. It 
will be a valuable addition to reading lists 
on Late Antiquity and the early Middle 
Ages at all levels.”—James T. Palmer, 
University of St. Andrews, author of The 
Apocalypse in the Early Middle Ages

“Gregory I. Halfond provides an intriguing 
study on the history of the church in 
the Merovingian kingdom. He shows 
convincingly how the formation of the 
first Catholic kingdom in the post-Roman 
west engendered a new sense of solidarity 
among the members of the Merovingian 
episcopate as well as new ideas about the 
nature of the church and its relation to 
the state.”—Helmut Reimitz, Princeton 
University, author of History, Frankish 
Identity and the Framing of Western 
Ethnicity, 550-850

Following the dissolution of the Western Roman Empire, local 
Christian leaders were confronted with the problem of how to 
conceptualize and administer their regional churches. As Greg-
ory Halfond shows, the bishops of post-Roman Gaul oversaw a 
transformation in the relationship between church and state. He 
shows that by constituting themselves as a corporate body, the 
Gallic episcopate was able to wield significant political influence 
on local, regional, and kingdom-wide scales.

Gallo-Frankish bishops were conscious of their corporate 
membership in an exclusive order, the rights and responsibili-
ties of which were consistently being redefined and subsequently 
expressed through liturgy, dress, physical space, preaching, and 
association with cults of sanctity. But as Halfond demonstrates, 
individual bishops, motivated by the promise of royal patronage 
to provide various forms of service to the court, often strug-
gled, sometimes unsuccessfully, to balance their competing 
loyalties. However, even the resulting conflicts between indi-
vidual bishops did not, he shows, fundamentally undermine 
the Gallo-Frankish episcopate’s corporate identity or integrity. 
Ultimately, Halfond provides a far more subtle and sophisti-
cated understanding of church-state relations across the early 
medieval period.

grEgOry i. HalfOnd is Associate Professor of History at Fram-
ingham State University. His prior books include The Archaeol-
ogy of Frankish Church Councils, AD 511–768 and The Medieval 
Way of War.
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The Lay Saint
Charity and Charismatic Authority in 
Medieval Italy, 1150–1350

Mary Harvey Doyno

“The Lay Saint offers the first substantive 
interpretation of the rise, development, 
and decline of the phenomenon of ‘lay 
sanctity’ in medieval Italy. It will become 
the book on medieval lay sanctity.”—
Maureen C.  Miller, University of 
California, Berkeley, author of Clothing 
the Clergy

“This elegant, appealing book will be one 
that historians want to grapple with, as 
it weaves a rich and nuanced portrait 
of the challenges posed by lay religious 
life.”—Laura Ackerman Smoller, University 
of Rochester, author of The Saint and the 
Chopped-Up Baby

OCTOBER 
$55.00s hardcover 978-1-5017-4020-6 
330 pages, 6 x 9, 10 b&w halftones

In The Lay Saint, Mary Harvey Doyno investigates the phenom-
enon of saintly cults that formed around pious merchants, arti-
sans, midwives, domestic servants, and others in the medieval 
communes of northern and central Italy. Drawing on a wide 
array of sources—vitae documenting their saintly lives and 
legends, miracle books, religious art, and communal records—
Doyno uses the rise of and tensions surrounding these civic 
cults to explore medieval notions of lay religiosity, charismatic 
power, civic identity, and the church’s authority in this period.

Although claims about laymen’s and laywomen’s miraculous 
abilities challenged the church’s expanding political and spir-
itual dominion, both papal and civic authorities, Doyno finds, 
vigorously promoted their cults. She shows that this support 
was neither a simple reflection of the extraordinary lay religious 
zeal that marked late medieval urban life nor of the Church’s 
recognition of that enthusiasm. Rather, the history of lay saints’ 
cults powerfully illustrates the extent to which lay Christians 
embraced the vita apostolic—the ideal way of life as modeled 
by the Apostles—and of the church’s efforts to restrain and 
manage such claims.

mary HarvEy dOynO is Assistant Professor in the Humanities 
and Religious Studies Department at California State Univer-
sity, Sacramento.
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Visions of Deliverance
Moriscos and the Politics of Prophecy in the 
Early Modern Mediterranean

Mayte Green-Mercado

JANUARY
$54.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-4146-3 
328 pages, 6 x 9, 1 b&w halftone, 3 maps

In Visions of Deliverance, Mayte Green-Mercado traces the circu-
lation of Muslim and crypto-Muslim apocalyptic texts known 
as joferes through formal and informal networks of merchants, 
Sufis, and other channels of diffusion among Muslims and 
Christians across the Mediterranean from Constantinople and 
Venice to Morisco towns in eastern Spain. The movement of 
these prophecies from the eastern to the western edges of the 
Mediterranean illuminates strategies of Morisco cultural and 
political resistance, reconstructing both productive and opposi-
tional interactions and exchanges between Muslims and Chris-
tians in the early modern Mediterranean.

Challenging a historiography that has primarily understood 
Morisco apocalyptic thought as the expression of a defeated 
group that was conscious of the loss of their culture and identity, 
Green-Mercado depicts Moriscos not simply as helpless victims 
of Christian oppression but as political actors whose use of end-
times discourse helped define and construct their society anew. 
Visions of Deliverance helps us understand the implications of 
confessionalization, forced conversion, and assimilation in the 
early modern period and the intellectual and theological net-
works that shaped politics and identity across the Mediterranean 
in this era.

maytE grEEn-mErCadO is Assistant Professor of History at Rut-
gers University–Newark. She has published articles in Medieval 
Encounters and the Journal of the Economic and Social History of 
the Orient.

“This is an innovative study, one that 
is sorely needed in the broader study 
of the premodern Apocalypse, which 
tends to be largely Christian-centered. 
This work is a major contribution to 
scholarship in its argument, broadly, 
but specifically in its focus on Iberia 
and on apocalyptic expectations in the 
Morisco communities.”—Michael A. Ryan, 
University of New Mexico, editor of 
Companion to the Premodern Apocalypse

“A Morisco Apocalypse is of high quality, 
based on extensive research and clearly 
written. It utilizes both inquisitorial records, 
heretofore the main source for our 
understanding of the Moriscos, as well as 
the aljamiado literature to make a strong 
case for the importance of prophecies in 
shaping and defining an unstable Morisco 
population.”—Ben Ehlers, University of 
Georgia, author of Between Christians 
And Moriscos 
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Contributors: Dominique Barthélemy (Sorbonne 
and EPHE, Paris), David Crouch (University of 
Hull), Jeroen Deploige (Ghent University), John 
D. Hosler (U.S. Army Command and General 
Staff College), Sara McDougall (City University 
of New York), Jean-François Nieus (University 
of Namur), Eljas Oksanen (Portable Antiqui-
ties Scheme, London), Nicholas Paul (Fordham 
University), Jörg Peltzer (Heidelberg University), 
Nicolas Ruffini-Ronzani (University of Namur), 
Louise Wilkinson (Canterbury Christ Church 
University), Claudia Wittig (Ghent University)

Knighthood and Society in the 
High Middle Ages

Edited by David Crouch & Jeroen 
Deploige

In popular imagination few phenomena are as strongly associ-
ated with medieval society as knighthood and chivalry. At the 
same time, and due to a long tradition of differing national 
perspectives and ideological assumptions, few phenomena have 
continued to be the object of so much academic debate. In this 
volume leading scholars explore arious aspects of knightly iden-
tity, taking into account both commonalities and particulari-
ties across Western Europe. Knighthood and Society in the High 
Middle Ages addresses how, between the eleventh and the early 
thirteenth centuries, knighthood evolved from a set of skills and 
a lifestyle that was typical of an emerging elite habitus, into the 
basis of a consciously expressed and idealised chivalric code of 
conduct. Chivalry, then, appears in this volume as the result of 
a process of noble identity formation, in which some five key 
factors are distinguished: knightly practices, lineage, crusading 
memories, gender roles, and chivalric didactics.

This publication is GPRC-labeled (Guaranteed Peer-Reviewed 
Content).

david CrOuCH is former Professor of Medieval History at the 
University of Hull and a Fellow of the British Academy.

JErOEn dEPlOigE is Professor of Medieval History at Ghent Uni-
versity and member of the Belgian Royal Historical Commission.

LEUVEN UNIVERSITY PRESS

MEDIAEVALIA LOVANIENSIA 48

SEPTEMBER
$69.50s paperback 978-94-6270-170-0
350 pages, 6 x 9, 11 color photos, 10 b&w halftones
NAM
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Untold Futures
Time and Literary Culture in Renaissance 
England

J. K. Barret

In Untold Futures, J. K. Barret locates models for recovering the 
variety of futures imagined within some of our most foundation-
al literature. These poems, plays, and prose fictions reveal how 
Renaissance writers embraced uncertain potential to think about 
their own present moment and their own place in time. The his-
tory of the future that Barret reconstructs looks beyond futures 
implicitly dismissed as impossible or aftertimes defined by in-
evitability and fixed perspective. Chapters on Philip Sidney’s Old 
Arcadia, Edmund Spenser’s The Faerie Queene, William Shake-
speare’s Titus Andronicus, Antony and Cleopatra, and Cymbeline, 
and John Milton’s Paradise Lost trace instead a persistent interest 
in an indeterminate, earthly future evident in literary construc-
tions that foreground anticipation and expectation. 

Barret argues that the temporal perspectives embedded in 
these literary texts unsettle some of our most familiar points of 
reference for the period by highlighting an emerging cultural 
self-consciousness capable of registering earthly futures pred-
icated on the continued sameness of time rather than radical 
ruptures in it. Rather than mapping a particular future, these 
writers generate imaginative access to a range of futures. Barret 
makes a strong case for the role of language itself in emerging 
conceptualizations of temporality.

J. K. BarrEt is Associate Professor of English at the University 
of Texas at Austin.

DECEMBER
$27.95s paperback 978-1-5017-4680-2
264 pages, 6 x 9, 56 b&w halftones

“Untold Futures offers persuasive close 
analysis of the literary techniques and de-
vices through which Barret suggests these 
writers were constantly ‘capturing, pacing, 
arranging and reimagining linear time’. . . . 
This book succeeds in making us question 
not only the fixity of future times, but the 
very terms we use to describe this period in 
history itself.”—Renaissance Quarterly

“A smart and daring work of scholarship 
that speaks to some of the most pressing 
issues in the study of sixteenth and sev-
enteenth-century literature today. Untold 
Futures should be read by anybody for 
whom the ‘literary’ in literary history still 
makes a difference, and should be required 
to be read by everybody for whom it does 
not.”—Shakespeare Quarterly

“Thought-provoking, insightful, and carefully 
crafted. . . . Barret credits literature itself for 
constructing new modes of temporality.”—
Journal of British History

“Barret’s way of thinking and challenging the 
habitual perceptions of time are ground-
breaking.”—The Sixteenth Century Journal
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Courting Sanctity
Holy Women and the Capetians

Sean L. Field

“Courting Sanctity is, as is characteristic 
of Sean L. Field’s research, impressive, me-
ticulous, detailed, and carefully stitched 
together. The book explores how power 
and holiness intersect through the fates of 
six women.”

—Anne E. Lester, Johns Hopkins University, 
author of award-winning Creating 
Cistercian Nuns

“Sean L. Field is one of the foremost 
historians working on Capetian France 
and female sanctity, the two themes that 
come together in this ambitious, clear, and 
compelling book.”

—William Chester Jordan, Princeton 
University, author of Men at the Center

“Sean L. Field weaves together religion 
and politics as no historian has done 
before. Courting Sanctity is an impressive 
exploration of how, why—and at what 
cost—French royals sought out, consulted, 
and took comfort from charismatic 
religious women in the later Middle Ages.”

—Miri Rubin, Queen Mary University of 
London

The rise of the Capetian dynasty across the long thirteenth cen-
tury, which rested in part on the family’s perceived sanctity, is a 
story most often told through the actions of male figures, from 
Louis IX’s metamorphosis into “Saint Louis” to Philip IV’s at-
tacks on Pope Boniface VIII. In Courting Sanctity, Sean L. Field 
argues that, in fact, holy women were central to the Capetian’s 
self-presentation as being uniquely favored by God. Tracing the 
shifting relationship between holy women and the French royal 
court, he shows that the roles and influence of these women 
were questioned and reshaped under Philip III and increasingly 
assumed to pose physical, spiritual, and political threats by the 
time of Philip IV’s death. 

Field’s narrative highlights six holy women. The saintly rep-
utations of Isabelle of France and Douceline of Digne helped 
to crystalize the Capetians’ claims of divine favor by 1260. In 
the 1270s, the French court faced a crisis that centered on the 
testimony of Elizabeth of Spalbeek, a visionary holy woman from 
the Low Countries. After 1300, the arrests and interrogations of 
Paupertas of Metz, Margueronne of Bellevillette, and Marguerite 
Porete served to bolster Philip IV’s crusades against the dangers 
supposedly threatening the kingdom of France. Courting Sancti-
ty thus reassesses key turning points in the ascent of the “most 
Christian” Capetian court through examinations of the lives and 
images of the holy women that the court sanctified or defamed.

Sean L. Field is Professor of History at the University of Ver-
mont. He is the author, editor, or translator of nine previous 
books, including, most recently, Late Medieval Heresy, Visions 
of Sainthood in Medieval Rome, and The Sanctity of Louis IX..

$39.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-3619-3
306 pages, 6 x9, 3 maps
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Victory’s Shadow
Conquest and Governance in Medieval 
Catalonia

Thomas W. Barton

$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-3616-2
392 pages, 6 x9, 4 maps

Catalonia a the beginning of the eleventh century was a patch-
work of counties, viscounties, and lordships, bordered on the 
south by Islamic al-Andalus. Over the next two centuries, the 
region would dramatically transform as the counts of Barcelona 
secured title to the kingdom of Aragon through marriage and 
the newly constituted Crown of Aragon conquered the Muslim 
states on its frontier after decades of failed attempts that punc-
tuated otherwise relatively peaceable interactions between local 
Christian and Muslim rulers. In Victory’s Shadow, Thomas W. 
Barton offers a sweeping new account of how Christian forces 
captured and integrated the Muslim-ruled territories south of 
Barcelona.

Although numerous political rivals raced to be the first to 
seize these lands, successful conquest would occasion consid-
erable organizational challenges that threatened to destabilize, 
politically and economically, the triumphant regime. The Ara-
gonese monarchy’s efforts to overcome these adversities, con-
solidate its authority, and capitalize on military victories would 
impose lasting changes on frameworks of governance through-
out the Iberian peninsula. Based on over a decade of extensive 
archival research, Victory’s Shadow brilliantly reconstructs the 
decisions, outcomes, and costs involved in conquest, considering 
its implications for ongoing debates regarding the dynamics of 
expansionism across the boundaries of medieval Europe.

Thomas W. Barton is Associate Professor of History at the 
University of San Diego. His first book, Contested Treasure, re-
ceived the Best First Book prize from the Association for Span-
ish and Portuguese Historical studies and the Jordan Schnitzer 
Prize for the Best Book on Medieval and Early Modern Jewish 
History and Culture from the Association for Jewish Studies.

“There is so much to admire here. Victory’s 
Shadow is alive to nuance, adept and nim-
ble, and an excellent piece of scholarship. 
Thomas W. Barton is quickly becoming 
one of the top scholars in the field.”

—Clifford Backman, Boston University, 
author of Cultures of the West

“Victory’s Shadow is a fine book and a 
significant contribution to the history of 
Medieval Catalonia. It will give young 
historians the opportunity to aim for this 
high standard.”

—Damian Smith, Saint Louis University, 
author of Innocent III and the Crown of 
Aragon
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$49.95s hardcover 978-1-5017-3589-9
366 pages, 6 x 9, 1 b&w halftone

Alfonso X, the Justinian of His Age
Law and Justice in Thirteenth-Century 
Castile

Joseph F. O’Callaghan

“Joseph F. O’Callaghan has composed 
a comprehensive text for students and 
scholars interested in the legislation of 
Alfonso X el Sabio, a text that is valuable 
for neophytes and seasoned investigators. 
One is awed by O’Callaghan’s magisterial 
command of the primary sources and the 
secondary literature.”

—Jerry Craddock, University of California, 
Berkeley, author of The Legislative Works 
of Alfonso X, el Sabio

“Alfonso X, The Justinian of His Age is a 
fantastic, erudite, and necessary book. 
Joseph F. O’Callaghan has magnificently 
crafted a thorough piece of scholarship.”

—Jesus R. Velasco, Columbia University, 
author of Order and Chivalry

“This is a wonderful book and tribute to a 
long life of learning by the subject of the 
book and its author.”

—Teofilo Ruiz, UCLA

In this magisterial work, Joseph O’Callaghan offers a detailed 
account of the establishment of Alfonso X’s legal code, the Libro 
de las leyes or Siete Partidas, and its applications in the daily life 
of thirteenth-century Iberia, both within and far beyond the 
royal courts. O’Callaghan argues that Alfonso X, el Sabio (the 
Wise), was the Justinian of his age, one of the truly great legal 
minds of human history.

Alfonso X, the Justinian of His Age highlights the struggles 
the king faced in creating a new, coherent, inclusive, and all-em-
bracing body of law during his reign, O’Callaghan also considers 
Alfonso X’s own understanding of his role as king, lawgiver, 
and defender of the faith in order to evaluate the impact of his 
achievement on the administration of justice. Indeed, such was 
the power and authority of the Alfonsine code that it proved the 
king’s downfall when his son invoked it to challenge his rule. 

Throughout this soaring legal and historical biography, 
O’Callaghan reminds us of the long-term impacts of Alfonso 
X’s legal works, not just on Castilian (and later, Iberian) life, but 
on the administration of justice across the world.

Joseph F. O’Callaghan is Professor Emeritus of History at 
Fordham University and the author, editor, or translator of nu-
merous books, including the now-classic A History of Medieval 
Spain.
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Trafficking with Demons
Magic, Ritual, and Gender from Late 
Antiquity to 1000

Martha Rampton

$65.00s hardcover 978-1-5017-0268-6
426 pages, 6 x 9

“Trafficking with Demons offers a compre-
hensive overview of how early medieval 
magic was perceived. By offering an 
alternative interpretation of the period, 
Rampton has filled a gap in recent schol-
arship on the gendering of early medieval 
magic practices.”

—Catherine Rider, University of Exeter, 
author of Magic and Religion in Medieval 
England

“Martha Rampton argues that the greatest 
change to magic in a thousand years oc-
curred when Carolingian elites discounted 
the effectiveness of many magical rites, 
especially those practiced by women. This 
sweeping book is an important contribu-
tion to the history of magic and of women 
in the first millennium.”

—Michael Bailey, Iowa State University, 
associate editor of Magic, Ritual, and 
Witchcraft

Trafficking with Demons explores how magic was perceived, prac-
ticed, and prohibited in western Europe during the first mil-
lennium CE. Through the overlapping frameworks of religion, 
ritual, and gender, Martha Rampton connects early Christian 
reckonings with pagan magic to later doctrines and dogmas. 
Challenging established views on the role of women in ritual 
magic during this period, Rampton provides a new narrative 
of the ways in which magic was embedded within the founda-
tional assumptions of western European society, informing how 
people understood the cosmos, divinity, and their own Chris-
tian faith. 

As Rampton shows, throughout the first Christian millen-
nium, magic was thought to play a natural role within the func-
tioning of the universe and existed within a rational cosmos 
hierarchically arranged according to a “great chain of being.” 
Trafficking with the “demons of the lower air” was the essense of 
magic. Interactions with those demons occurred both in highly 
formalistic, ritual settings and on a routine and casual basis. 
Rampton tracks the competition between pagan magic and 
Christian belief from the first century CE, when it was fiercest, 
through the early Middle Ages, as atavistic forms of magic mu-
tated and found sanctuary in the daily habits of the converted 
peoples, and new paganisms entered Europe with their own 
forms of magic. By the year 1000, she concludes, many forms 
of magic had been tamed and were, by the reckoning of the elite, 
essentially ineffective, as were the women who practiced it and 
the rituals that attended it.

Martha Rampton is Professor of History at Pacific University. 
She is editor of European Magic and Witchcraft
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Scribes of Space
Place in Middle English Literature and Late 
Medieval Science

Matthew Boyd Goldie

$55.00s hardcover 978-1-5017-3404-5
312 pages, 6 x9, 11 b&w halftones

“I do not remember any one book that 
brings together as many medieval scientif-
ic ideas, or explains them as thoroughly as 
Scribes of Space. The breadth of Matthew 
Boyd Goldie’s research and his determi-
nation to learn from ancient texts are rare 
virtues.”

—William F. Woods, Wichita State 
University, author of The Medieval 
Filmscape

Scribes of Space posits that the conception of space—the everyday 
physical areas we perceive and through which we move—un-
derwent critical transformations between the thirteenth and 
fifteenth centuries. Matthew Boyd Goldie examines how natu-
ral philosophers, theologians, poets, and other thinkers in late 
medieval Britain altered the ideas about geographical space they 
inherited from the ancient world. 

In tracing the causes and nature of these developments, and 
how geographical space was consequently understood, Goldie 
focuses on the intersection of medieval science, theology, and 
literature, deftly bringing a wide range of writings—scientific 
works by Nicole Oresme, Jean Buridan, the Merton School of 
Oxford Calculators, and Thomas Bradwardine; spiritual, poetic, 
and travel writings by John Lydgate, Robert Henryson, Margery 
Kempe, the Mandeville author, and Geoffrey Chaucer—into 
conversation. This pairing of physics and literature uncovers 
how the understanding of spatial boundaries, locality, elevation, 
motion, and proximity shifted across time, signaling the emer-
gence of a new spatial imagination during this era.

Matthew Boyd Goldie is Professor of English at Rider Uni-
versity, a founding member of MAPS: The Medieval Association 
of Place and Space, and author of The Idea of the Antipodes.
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Fifty Early Medieval Things
Materials of Culture in Late Antiquity and 
the Early Middle Ages

Deborah Deliyannis, Hendrik Dey, and 
Paolo Squatriti

$29.95s paperback 978-1-5017-2590-6 
280 pages, 7 x 10, 61 color photos, 16 b&w halftones, 5 maps

Fifty Early Medieval Things introduces readers to the material cul-
ture of late antique and early medieval Europe, north Africa, and 
western Asia. Ranging from Iran to Ireland and from Sweden to 
Tunisia, Deborah Deliyannis, Hendrik Dey, and Paolo Squatriti 
present fifty objects—artifacts, structures, and archaeological 
features—created between the fourth and eleventh centuries, 
an ostensibly “Dark Age” whose cultural richness and complex-
ity is often underappreciated. Each thing introduces important 
themes in the social, political, cultural, religious, and economic 
history of the postclassical era.

Some of the things, like a simple ard (plow) unearthed in 
Germany, illustrate changing cultural and technological hori-
zons in the immediate aftermath of Rome’s collapse; others, like 
the Arabic coin found in a Viking burial mound, indicate the in-
terconnectedness of cultures in this period. Objects such as the 
Book of Kells and the palace-city of Anjar in present-day Jordan 
represent significant artistic and cultural achievements; more 
quotidian items (a bone comb, an oil lamp, a handful of chest-
nuts) belong to the material culture of everyday life. In their 
thing-by-thing descriptions, the authors connect each object to 
both specific local conditions and to the broader influences that 
shaped the first millennium AD, and also explore their use in 
modern scholarly interpretations, with suggestions for further 
reading. Lavishly illustrated and engagingly written, Fifty Early 
Medieval Things demonstrates how to read objects in ways that 
make the distant past understandable and approachable.

Deborah Deliyannis is Associate Professor of History at In-
diana University.
Hendrik Dey is Professor of Art History at Hunter College, 
CUNY.
Paolo Squatriti is Professor of History and Italian at the 
University of Michigan.

“Fifty Early Medieval Things does an excel-
lent job of presenting objects as agents 
in, and informants of, the medieval world, 
as well as how medievalists have come to 
understand the nature of ‘things’. Suitable 
for medieval survey courses and beyond, 
this book’s innovative presentation opens 
new possibilities for teaching the early 
Middle Ages.”

—Edward M. Schoolman, University 
of Nevada, Reno, and author of 
Rediscovering Sainthood in Italy

“Fifty Early Medieval Things is an important 
teaching text that serves to underline the 
importance of material culture studies to 
the medieval era. The scholarship is out-
standing, the range of objects impressive, 
and the geographic coverage welcome in 
its breadth. The entries for the ‘things’ are 
clear and delightful.”

—Valerie Garver, Northern Illinois 
University, and author of Women and 
Aristocratic Culture in the Carolingian 
World
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The Poor and the Perfect
The Rise of Learning in the Franciscan 
Order, 1209–1310

Neslihan Şenocak

In The Poor and the Perfect, Neslihan Şenocak provides a grand 
narrative of how the quintessential Franciscan virtue of simplic-
ity gradually lost its place to learning, while studying came to be 
considered an integral part of evangelical perfection.

One of the enduring ironies of medieval history is the fact 
that a group of Italian lay penitents, begging in sackcloths, led 
by a man who called himself simple and ignorant, turned in a 
short time into a very popular and respectable order, featuring 
cardinals and university professors among its ranks. Within a 
century of its foundation, the Order of Friars Minor could claim 
hundreds of permanent houses, schools, and libraries across 
Europe; indeed, alongside the Dominicans, they attracted the 
best minds and produced many outstanding scholars who were 
at the forefront of Western philosophical and religious thought.

Not surprisingly, turmoil accompanied this rise of learning 
in Francis’s order. Şenocak shows how a constant emphasis on 
humility was unable to prevent the creation within the Order 
of a culture that increasingly saw education as a means to ac-
quire prestige and domination. The damage to the diversity and 
equality among the early Franciscan community proved to be 
irreparable. But the consequences of this transformation went 
far beyond the Order: it contributed to a paradigm shift in the 
relationship between the clergy and the schools and eventually 
led to the association of learning with sanctity in the medieval 
world. As Şenocak demonstrates, this episode of Franciscan 
history is a microhistory of the rise of learning in the West.

Neslihan Şenocak is Associate Professor of History at Co-
lumbia University.

$29.95s paperback 978-1-5017-3587-5
296 pages, 6 x 9

“A tour de force of scholarship that will 
be the standard text in the field on the 
question of Franciscan education for years 
to come.”

—The Historian

“[A] compelling new monograph . . . . This 
book teems with good and sensible expla-
nations of the place of theological study in 
the order.”

—Catholic Historical Review

“A fascinating and important book that 
contributes significantly to a greater un-
derstanding of the Franciscan order and 
intellectual culture. . . . [Senocak’s] book 
makes an immensely valuable contribution 
to scholarship that will be appreciated by 
specialists and general readers alike, and it 
will inform and stimulate many of us in our 
future research.”

—Speculum

“A closely argued and well-documented 
scholarly monograph.”

—Choice

“A fresh and insightful reading of the first 
century of Franciscan history.”

—Collectanea Franciscana
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The present book reveals the riches of the earliest known as-
trological autobiography, authored by Henry Bate of Mechel-
en (1246–after 1310). Exploiting all resources of contemporary 
astrological science, Bate conducts in his Nativitas a profound 
self-analysis, revealing the peculiarities of his character and 
personality at a crucial moment of his life (1280). The result is 
an extraordinarily detailed and penetrating attempt to decode 
the fate of one’s own life and its idiosyncrasies. The Astrological 
Autobiography of a Medieval Philosopher offers the first critical 
edition of Bate’s Nativitas. An extensive introduction presents 
Bate’s life and work and sheds new light on the reception and 
use of Greek, Latin, Arabic, and Hebrew texts among scholars 
in Paris at the end of the 13th century. The book thus provides 
a major new resource for scholars working on medieval science, 
autobiography, and notions of personhood and individuality.

Carlos Steel is emeritus professor of ancient and medieval 
philosophy at KU Leuven and director of the “Aristoteles Lati-
nus” project.
Steven Vanden Broecke is associate professor in the History 
Department of Ghent University.
David Juste is research leader of the Project Ptolemaeus 
Arabus et Latinus at the Bavarian Academy of Sciences and 
Humanities (Munich).
Shlomo Sela is emeritus professor at the department of Jewish 
Thought at Bar-Ilan University (Tel Aviv). 

The Astrological Autobiography of a 
Medieval Philosopher
Henry Bate’s Nativitas (1280–81)

Edited by Carlos Steel, Steven Vanden 
Broecke, David Juste, and Shlomo Sela

ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL PHILOSOPHY SERIES 1 – 17

$110.00x hardback 978-94-6270-155-7
320 pages, 6.3 x 9.4, English/Latin
NAM
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Petri Thomae Quaestiones de ente
Edited by Garrett R. Smith

It is generally acknowledged by historians of philosophy that 
medieval philosophers made key contributions to the discussion 
of the problem of being and the fundamental issues of meta-
physics. The Quaestiones de ente of Peter Thomae, composed at 
Barcelona ca. 1325, is the longest medieval work devoted to the 
problem of being as well as the most systematic. The work is 
divided into three parts: the concept of being, the attributes of 
being, and the descent of being. Many of the philosophical tools 
that Peter pioneered in this work, such as the distinction be-
tween objective being and subjective being, and various modes 
of quiddities and abstraction, were adopted by later thinkers and 
discussed up to the eighteenth century. Apart from defending 
and further extending Scotistic doctrine, one of Peter’s achieve-
ments in the De ente is to fully reconcile Scotistic univocity with 
the traditional doctrine of the analogy of being.

In addition to the critical edition, the present volume also 
contains a detailed introduction and study of the philosophy and 
the manuscripts of the De ente, with an appendix containing the 
question on univocity by Francis Marbres (John the Canon), who 
copied extensively from the De ente.

Garrett Smith is an academic councillor at the Rheinische 
Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn, where he teaches in 
the Institute of Philosophy and serves as advisor to the Scotus 
Archives.

ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL PHILOSOPHY SERIES 1 – 52, II

$240.00x hardback 978-94-6270-161-8
830 pages, 6.3 x 9.4 
English/Latin 
NAM
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The Avars
A Steppe Empire in Central Europe, 567–822

Walter Pohl
translated by William Sayers

$69.95 hardcover 978-0-8014-4210-0
624 pages, 6 x 9, 4 maps

The Avars arrived in Europe from the Central Asian steppes in 
the mid-sixth century CE and dominated much of Central and 
Eastern Europe for almost 250 years. Fierce warriors and canny 
power brokers, the Avars were more influential and durable than 
Attila’s Huns, yet have remained hidden in history. Walter Pohl’s 
epic narrative, translated into English for the first time, restores 
them to their rightful place in the story of early medieval Europe. 

The Avars offers a comprehensive overview of their history, 
tracing the Avars from the construction of their steppe empire 
in the center of Europe; their wars and alliances with the Byz-
antines, Slavs, Lombards, and others; and their apex as the first 
so-called barbarian power to besiege Constantinople (in 626); to 
their fall under the Frankish armies of Charlemagne and subse-
quent disappearance as a distinct cultural group. Pohl uncovers 
the secrets of their society, synthesizing the rich archaeological 
record recovered from more than sixty thousand graves of the 
period, as well as accounts of the Avars by Byzantine and other 
chroniclers. 

In recovering the story of the fascinating encounter between 
Eurasian nomads who established an empire in the heart of 
Europe and the post-Roman Christian cultures of Europe, this 
book provides a new perspective on the origins of medieval 
Europe itself.     

Walter Pohl is Professor of Medieval History at the University 
of Vienna and Director of the Institute of Medieval Research at 
the Austrian Academy of Sciences. He is the editor of Visions 
of Community and Strategies of Identitifcation and author of nu-
merous works in German.

From reviews of the German edition:

“Contains a wealth of information and 
informed discussion; it will repay careful 
study by anyone involved in the late 
Roman and early medieval period, and 
will remain the standard guide into the 
foreseeable future.”

—English Historical Review

“Walter Pohl has succeeded in stripping 
much of this veil of mystery from the Av-
ars, a heterogeneous group from central 
Asia who dominated the Byzantine Dan-
ube frontier. In tracing the history of the 
Avars and the peoples they dominated or 
fought and traded with, this is an illuminat-
ing history of southeast Europe in the early 
Middle Ages.”

—Speculum

“Future research on all questions concern-
ing the Avars, henceforth cannot bypass 
this very important book.”

—Journal of Asian History
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Burning Bodies
Communities, Eschatology, and the 
Punishment of Heresy in the Middle Ages

Michael D. Barbezat

$55.00 hardcover 978-1-5017-1680-5
300 pages, 6 x 9, 6 b&w halftones

Burning Bodies interrogates the ideas that the authors of 
historical and theological texts in the medieval West associated 
with the burning alive of Christian heretics. Michael Barbezat 
traces these instances from the eleventh century until the advent 
of the internal crusades of the thirteenth century, depicting the 
exclusionary fires of hell and judicial execution, the purifying 
fire of post-mortem purgation, and the unifying fire of God’s 
love that medieval authors used to describe processes of social 
inclusion and exclusion.

Burning Bodies analyses how the accounts of burning here-
tics alive referenced, affirmed, and elaborated upon wider dis-
courses of community and eschatology. Descriptions of burning 
supposed heretics alive were profoundly related to ideas of a 
redemptive Christian community based upon a divine, unify-
ing love, and medieval understandings of what these burnings 
could have meant to contemporaries cannot be fully appreciated 
outside of this discourse of communal love. For them, human 
communities were bodies on fire. Medieval theologians and ac-
ademics often described the corporate identity of the Christian 
world as a body joined together by the love of God. This love was 
like a fire, melting individuals together into one whole. Those 
who did not spiritually burn with God’s love were destined to 
burn literally in the fires of Hell or Purgatory, and the fires 
of execution were often described as an earthly extension of 
these fires. Through this analysis, Barbezat demonstrates how 
presentations of heresy, and to some extent actual responses to 
perceived heretics, were shaped by long-standing images of bibli-
cal commentary and exegesis. He finds that this imagery is more 
than a literary curiosity; it is, in fact, a formative historical agent. 

Michael David Barbezat is an Honorary Research Fellow 
at the University of Western Australia.

““The use of burning at the stake as a pun-
ishment is one of the most striking aspects 
of the medieval campaign against heresy. 
In Burning Bodies, Michael Barbezat 
explores the meaning of this spectacular 
form of punishment and does an excellent 
job of showing how burning, in the eyes 
of the clerical elite, was part of a complex 
of ideas about the economy of salvation, 
the structure of the Christian community 
and the role of love in that community.”—
James B. Given, University of California, 
Irvine

“A history of ideas concerning the 
burning of Latin Christian heretics from 
the eleventh to the early thirteenth 
century, Burning Bodies analyzes 
contemporary histories, polemics, letters, 
and sermons of Latin Christian thinkers 
writing about heretics and their deaths 
by fire in order to provide insight into 
how these writers defined themselves as 
Christians and defined Latin Christendom 
itself. Michael Barbezat’s study is a 
splendid and timely contribution to 
what is arguably the most exciting and 
controversial field in medieval history.”—
Mark Gregory Pegg, Washington 
University in St. Louis
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Obscene Pedagogies
Transgressive Talk and Sexual Education in 
Late Medieval Britain

Carissa M. Harris

$42.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-3040-5 
312 pages, 6 x 9

As anyone who has read Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales knows, 
Middle English literature is rife with sexually explicit language 
and situations. Less canonical works can be even more brazen in 
describing illicit acts of sexual activity and sexual violence. Such 
scenes and language were not, however, included exclusively 
for titillation. In Obscene Pedagogies, Carissa M. Harris argues 
instead for obscenity’s usefulness in sexual education. She inves-
tigates the relationship between obscenity, gender, and pedagogy 
in Middle English and Middle Scots literary texts from 1300 to 
1580 to show how sexually explicit and defiantly vulgar speech 
taught readers and listeners about sexual behavior and consent.

Through innovative close readings of literary texts including 
erotic lyrics, single-woman’s songs, debate poems between men 
and women, Scottish insult poetry battles, and The Canterbury 
Tales, Harris demonstrates how through its transgressive charge 
and galvanizing shock value, obscenity taught audiences about 
gender, sex, pleasure, and power in ways both positive and harm-
ful. She focuses in particular on understudied female-voiced 
lyrics and gendered debate poems, many of which have their 
origin in oral culture, and includes teaching-ready editions of 
fourteen largely unknown anonymous lyrics in women’s voices. 
Harris’s own voice, proudly witty and sharply polemical, inspires 
the reader to address these medieval texts with an eye on con-
temporary issues of gender, violence, and misogyny.

Carissa M. Harris is Assistant Professor of English at Temple 
University.

“Harris is an astute close reader of Late 
Middle English obscenity.”—Times Higher 
Education

“Obscene Pedagogies is an invigorating and 
dynamic study of how obscenity facilitates 
same-sex education in premodern English 
literatures. Harris intelligently details 
how these literatures are in dialogue with 
one another, attesting to a nuanced and 
complex conversation regarding sexual 
contact, erotic inter-subjectivity, and the 
limits of desire.”

—Holly Crocker, author of Chaucer’s 
Visions of Manhood

“Obscene Pedagogies is feminist scholarship 
at its best. Carissa Harris’s deft delineation 
of misogynist lessons to the medieval 
reader is complemented by modern 
resonances in rugby culture, hip-hop, 
the harassment of women of color, and 
the chastity movement. The on-going 
objectification of women is emphasized 
by Harris’s own chilling experiences, 
and epitomized by a pussy-grabbing 
president.”—Dyan Elliott, Northwestern 
University
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Virgin Whore
Emma Maggie Solberg

$39.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-3033-7
276 pages, 6 x 9

“Solberg adds new and surprising in-
sights to ongoing conversations about 
Marian traditions and the history of 
sexuality.”—Choice

“Scholarship digs deep or shifts sideways: 
the deep digger discovers what was hid-
den from view, while the sideways shifter 
exposes what was hidden in plain sight. In 
her feisty, provocative Virgin Whore, 
Maggie Solberg is a sideways-shifter. Her 
delightful, poker-faced prose realigns our 
sight to confront what was staring us in the 
face: a larger than life Virgin!”

—James Simpson, Harvard University 

“Virgin Whore shows that the Virgin 
beloved by medieval English Christians 
was not a demure, passive character, nor 
were her paradoxes limited to her roles of 

‘mother of mercy’ and ‘queen of hell.’ Sol-
berg’s investigation of Mary’s scandalous 
purity offers an exciting new paradigm for 
early drama scholarship and will make an 
impact on literary studies, history, theolo-
gy, and art history.”

—Nicole R. Rice, author of Lay Piety and 
Religious Discipline in Middle English 
Literature 

In Virgin Whore, Emma Maggie Solberg uncovers a surprisingly 
prevalent theme in late English medieval literature and culture: 
the celebration of the Virgin Mary’s sexuality. Although history 
is narrated as a progressive loss of innocence, the Madonna has 
grown purer with each passing century. Looking to a period 
before the idea of her purity and virginity had ossified, Solberg 
uncovers depictions and interpretations of Mary, discernible 
in jokes and insults, icons and rituals, prayers and revelations, 
allegories and typologies—and in late medieval vernacular bib-
lical drama. 

More unmistakable than any cultural artifact from late me-
dieval England, these biblical plays do not exclusively interpret 
Mary and her virginity as fragile. In a collection of plays known 
as the N-Town manuscript, Mary is represented not only as 
virgin and mother but as virgin and promiscuous adulteress, 
dallying with the Trinity, the archangel Gabriel, and mortals in 
kaleidoscopic erotic combinations. Mary’s “virginity” signifies 
invulnerability rather than fragility, redemption rather than re-
nunciation, and merciful license rather than ascetic discipline. 
Taking the ancient slander that Mary conceived Jesus in sin 
as cause for joyful laughter, the N-Town plays make a virtue 
of those accusations: through bawdy yet divine comedy, she 
redeems and exalts the crime. 

By revealing the presence of this promiscuous Virgin in early 
English drama and late medieval literature and culture—in 
dirty jokes told by Boccaccio and Chaucer, Malory’s Arthurian 
romances, and the double entendres of the allegorical Mystic 
Hunt of the Unicorn—Solberg provides a new understanding of 
Marian traditions.

Emma Maggie Solberg is Assistant Professor of Medieval 
Literature and Culture in the English department at Bowdoin 
College.
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The City Lament
Jerusalem across the Medieval 
Mediterranean

Tamar M. Boyadjian

$52.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-3053-5
210 pages, 6 x 9, 6 b&w halftones

Poetic elegies for lost or fallen cities are seemingly as old as 
cities themselves. In the Judeo-Christian tradition, this genre 
finds its purest expression in the Book of Lamentations, which 
mourns the destruction of Jerusalem; in Arabic, this genre is 
known as the rithā’ al-mudun. The City Lament, Tamar M. Boy-
adjian traces the trajectory of this genre across the Mediterra-
nean world during the period commonly referred to as the early 
Crusades (1095–1191), focusing on elegies and other expressions 
of loss focusing on the spiritual and strategic objective of those 
wars: Jerusalem. Through readings of city laments in English, 
French, Latin, Arabic, and Armenian literary traditions, this 
book challenges hegemonic and entrenched approaches to the 
study of medieval literature and the Crusades. 

The City Lament exposes significant literary intersections 
between Latin Christendom, the Islamic caliphates and sultan-
ates of the Middle East, and the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia, 
arguing for shared poetic and rhetorical modes. Reframing our 
understanding of literary sources produced across the medieval 
Mediterranean from an antagonistic, Orientalist model to an 
analogous one, Boyadjian demonstrates how lamentations about 
the loss of Jerusalem, whether to Muslim or Christian forces, 
reveal fascinating parallels and rich, cross-cultural exchanges. 

Tamar M. Boyadjian is Assistant Professor of Medieval Lit-
erature at Michigan State University.

“The City Lament is an important and 
well-conceived study that will make a sig-
nificant contribution to the field. Boyadjian 
widens our frame of reference by bringing 
in the enormously significant Kingdom of 
Armenia, enhancing our understanding of 
this crucial period of history.”

—Suzanne Conklin Akbari, Director of the 
Centre for Medieval Studies, University 
of Toronto

“Tamar M. Boyadjian’s book is an 
impressive, unique, and original work 
of scholarship in several ways that make 
significant, imaginative contributions to 
fields of and approaches to the study of 
medieval literary and religious culture. 
This refreshingly global approach to the 
literary history of the genre establishes 
the context for the study’s cross-cultural, 
multilingual, and multi-religious study of 
crusading era lament over Jerusalem.”—
Adnan A.  Husain, Associate Professor of 
History, Queen’s University, Kingston
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Cluny and the Muslims of La 
Garde-Freinet
Hagiography and the Problem of Islam in 
Medieval Europe

Scott G. Bruce 

In the summer of 972 a group of Muslim brigands based in the 
south of France near La Garde-Freinet abducted the abbot of 
Cluny as he and his entourage crossed the Alps en route from 
Rome to Burgundy. Ultimately, the abbot was set free and re-
turned home safely, but the audacity of this abduction outraged 
Christian leaders and galvanized the will of local lords. Shortly 
thereafter, Count William of Arles marshaled an army and suc-
ceeded in wiping out the Muslim stronghold. In Cluny and the 
Muslims of La Garde-Freinet, Scott G. Bruce uses this extraor-
dinary incident, largely overlooked by contemporary scholars, 
to examine Christian perceptions of Islam in the Middle Ages. 

The monks of Cluny kept the tale of their abbot’s abduc-
tion alive over the next century in hagiographical works and 
chronicles written to promote his sanctity. Bruce explores the 
telling and retelling of this story, focusing particularly on the 
representation of Islam in each account, and how that represen-
tation changed over time. The culminating figure in this study 
is Peter the Venerable, one of Europe’s leading intellectuals and 
abbot of Cluny from 1122 to 1156. Remembered today largely 
for his views of Islam, Peter commissioned Latin translations 
of Muslim historical and devotional texts including the Qur’an. 
As Bruce shows, Peter’s thinking on Islam had its roots in the 
hagiographical tradition of the abduction at La Garde-Freinet. In 
fact, Peter drew from the stories as he crafted a “Muslim policy” 
relevant to the mid-twelfth century, a time of great anxiety about 
Islam in the aftermath of the failed Second Crusade. Compel-
lingly written, Cluny and the Muslims of La Garde-Freinet pro-
vides us with an unparalleled opportunity to examine Christian 
perceptions of Islam in the Crusading era.

Scott G. Bruce is Associate Professor of History at the Univer-
sity of Colorado at Boulder. He is the author of Silence and Sign 
Language in Medieval Monasticism: The Cluniac Tradition, c. 
900–1200 and editor of Ecologies and Economies in Medieval 
and Early Modern Europe..

“Overall, this is an impressive book. It 
diligently unpacks the development of 
the hagiographical legend surrounding 
the kidnapping of Maiolus and assesses 
its impact upon later Cluniac authors—es-
pecially Peter the Venerable. It makes 
positive contributions to several major 
debates surrounding Peter and the broad 
character of the Cluniac engagement with 
non-Christians and places that discussion 
within a long-term context. Bruce express-
es himself with some neat turns of phrase 
and the book as a whole is a very easy read. 
It is much to be recommended!”—Islam 
and Christian-Muslim Relations

“A particular strength of the book is Bruce’s 
understanding of how complex were medi-
eval approaches to religion, polemic, and 
reason.”—Constance Brittain Bouchard, 
Distinguished Professor of History, The 
University of Akron, and author of “Every 
Valley Shall Be Exalted”: The Discourse of 
Opposites in Twelfth-Century Thought

$39.95 hardcover 978-0-8014-5299-4
176 pages, 6 x 9, 1 map
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“Dark Age Nunneries is a thought-pro-
voking and paradigm-changing book. By 
reimagining the very ‘ambiguity’ of female 
monastic communities as a strength, Ste-
ven Vanderputten’s book allows us to look 
at the scant sources for female monas-
ticism in this period with new clarity and 
insight and, in doing so, changes the way 
that we think about religious practice in 
the central Middle Ages.”  

—Scott G. Bruce, University of Colorado 
Boulder

“Dark Age Nunneries is top-of-the-line work 
by one of the world’s greatest experts on 
medieval monasticism. I have no doubt 
that it will be received as fundamental in 
the field of women’s monasticism in the 
central Middle Ages and become the go-
to book on the subject for scholars of all 
linguistic or national backgrounds in the 
United States, Europe, and elsewhere.” 

—Walter P. Simons, Dartmouth College

Dark Age Nunneries
The Ambiguous Identity of Female 
Monasticism, 800–1050

Steven Vanderputten

In Dark Age Nunneries, Steven Vanderputten dismantles the 
common view of women religious between 800 and 1050 as 
disempowered or even disinterested witnesses to their own lives. 
It is based on a study of primary sources from forty female mo-
nastic communities in Lotharingia—a politically and cultural-
ly diverse region that boasted an extraordinarily high number 
of such institutions. Vanderputten highlights the attempts by 
women religious and their leaders, as well as the clerics and the 
laymen and -women sympathetic to their cause, to construct 
localized narratives of self, preserve or expand their agency as 
religious communities, and remain involved in shaping the at-
titudes and behaviors of the laity amid changing contexts and 
expectations on the part of the Church and secular authorities.

Rather than a “dark age” in which female monasticism 
withered under such factors as the assertion of male religious 
authority, the secularization of its institutions, and the precipi-
tous decline of their intellectual and spiritual life, Vanderputten 
finds that the post-Carolingian period witnessed a remarkable 
adaptability among these women. Through texts, objects, ar-
chaeological remains, and iconography, Dark Age Nunneries 
offers scholars of religion, medieval history, and gender studies 
new ways to understand the experience of women of faith within 
the Church and across society during this era.

Steven Vanderputten is Professor in the History of the Early 
and Central Middle Ages at Ghent University. He is the author of 
Monastic Reform as Process: Realities and Representations in Me-
dieval Flanders, 900–1100 and Imagining Religious Leadership in 
the Middle Ages: Richard of Saint-Vanne and the Politics of Reform.

$32.95 paperback 978-1-5017-1595-2
320 pages, 6 x 9, 2 tables, 11 b&w halftones, 3 map
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Her Father’s Daughter
Gender, Power, and Religion in the Early 
Spanish Kingdoms

Lucy K. Pick

“In this meticulously researched and 
carefully argued study, Pick . . . . chal-
lenges accepted ideas of sacred kingship, 
showing how royal women engaged 
the sacred sphere through their gifts, 
associations, and actions, thereby gain-
ing power that supported monarchical 
authority.”—Choice

“Pick’s book is well argued and strong-
ly supported. It possesses a richness of 
detail, sound research, and a complexity 
of thought that will indeed help us to 
understand better the dynamics of early 
Spain, especially the importance of royal 
women in the emerging Spanish culture.”—
La Corónica

“The best history monographs deliver 
much more than is expected from their 
main subject matter. Lucy Pick’s new study 
is such a book. The opening pages prom-
ise a history of royal women in the early 
medieval Iberian kingdoms of Asturias and 
León-Castilla. But it does not take long for 
the reader to realize that Pick has written 
one of the best studies of medieval politi-
cal power to appear in recent years.”—The 
Historian

In Her Father’s Daughter, Lucy K. Pick considers a group of royal 
women in the early medieval kingdoms of the Asturias and 
of León-Castilla; their lives say a great deal about structures 
of power and the roles of gender and religion within the early 
Iberian kingdoms. Pick examines these women, all daughters 
of kings, as members of networks of power that work variously 
in parallel, in concert, and in resistance to some forms of male 
power, and contends that only by mapping these networks do we 
gain a full understanding of the nature of monarchical power. 

Pick’s focus on the roles, possibilities, and limitations faced 
by these royal women forces us to reevaluate medieval gender 
norms and their relationship to power and to rethink the power 
structures of the era. Well illustrated with images of significant 
objects, Her Father’s Daughter is marked by Pick’s wide-rang-
ing interdisciplinary approach, which encompasses liturgy, art, 
manuscripts, architecture, documentary texts, historical narra-
tives, saints’ lives, theological treatises, and epigraphy.

Lucy K. Pick is Senior Lecturer in the History of Christianity 
at the University of Chicago. She is the author of Conflict and 
Coexistence and the novel Pilgrimage.

$65.00 hardcover 978-1-5017-1432-0
272 pages, 8 halftones, 2 maps, 6 charts, 6 x 9
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Invisible Weapons
Liturgy and the Making of Crusade Ideology

M. Cecilia Gaposchkin

In 1098, three years into the First Crusade and after a brutal 
eight-month siege, the Franks captured the city of Antioch. Two 
days later, Muslim forces arrived with a relief army, and the 
victors became the besieged. Exhausted and ravaged by illness 
and hunger, the Franks were exhorted by their religious leaders 
to supplicate God, and for three days they performed a series 
of liturgical exercises, beseeching God through ritual prayer to 
forgive their sins and grant them victory. The following day, the 
Christian army, accompanied by bishops and priests reciting 
psalms and hymns, marched out of the city to face the Muslim 
forces and won a resounding and improbable victory.  

From the very beginning and throughout the history of the 
Crusades, liturgical prayer, masses, and alms were all marshaled 
in the fight against the Muslim armies. During the Fifth Cru-
sade, Pope Honorius III likened liturgy to “invisible weapons.” 
This book is about those invisible weapons; about the prayers 
and liturgical rituals that were part of the battle for the faith.  
M. Cecilia Gaposchkin tells the story of the greatest collective  
religious undertaking of the Middle Ages, putting front and 
center the ways in which Latin Christians communicated their 
ideas and aspirations for crusade to God through liturgy, how 
liturgy was deployed in crusading, and how liturgy absorbed 
ideals or priorities of crusading. By connecting medieval litur-
gical books with the larger narrative of crusading, Gaposchkin 
allows us to understand a crucial facet in the culture of holy war.

M. Cecilia Gaposchkin is Professor of History and Assistant 
Dean of Faculty for Pre-Major Advising at Dartmouth College. 
She is the author of The Making of Saint Louis and coeditor of 
The Sanctity of Louis IX, both from Cornell, and the author of 
Blessed Louis, the Most Glorious of Kings.

$69.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-0515-1
376 pages, 6 x 9, 17 halftones, 2 maps, 1 table

“Gaposchkin delivers her argument 
not only with historical exactitude and 
ingenuity, but also with the care of a 
seasoned educator. . . . Gaposchkin’s work 
stands at the top of crusade studies. Her 
work will strengthen the syllabi of seminars 
dedicated to liturgical history, especially 
of the medieval and crusading periods, 
and associated reading lists for doctoral 
students.”—Homiletic

“Liturgical prayers and rites in the later 
Middle Ages involved an internal 
dialogue about the relationship between 
the Christian people and God, and 
between a community of belief and the 
imperatives of action. This intricate web 
linking thought, expression, and action 
lies at the heart of this marvelous book, 
which will surely become indispensable 
for anyone interested in the Crusades 
as a manifestation of medieval religious 
culture.”—American Historical Review

“A model demonstration of how the liturgy 
promoted ecclesiastical goals, and how 
the technical, seemingly intractable, 
medieval liturgy can be made accessible to 
historians. . . . Comprehensive, convincing, 
and successful.”—H-France Review
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Where Three Worlds Met
Sicily in the Early Medieval Mediterranean

Sarah Davis-Secord

Sicily is a lush and culturally rich island at the center of the 
Mediterranean Sea. Throughout its history, the island has 
been conquered and colonized by successive waves of peo-
ples from across the Mediterranean region. In the early and 
central Middle Ages, the island was ruled and occupied in 
turn by Greek Christians, Muslims, and Latin Christians.
In Where Three Worlds Met, Sarah Davis-Secord investigates  
Sicily’s place within the religious, diplomatic, military, commer-
cial, and intellectual networks of the Mediterranean. By look-
ing at the island across this long expanse of time and during 
the periods of transition from one dominant culture to another, 
Davis-Secord uncovers the patterns that defined and redefined 
the broader Muslim-Christian encounter in the Middle Ages. 
Complex combinations of political, cultural, and economic need 
transformed Sicily’s patterns of connection to other nearby re-
gions—transformations that were representative of the funda-
mental shifts that took place in the larger Mediterranean system 
during the Middle Ages.

Sarah Davis-Secord is Associate Professor of History at the 
University of New Mexico.

$65.00 hardcover 978-1-5017-0464-2
320 pages, 10 halftones, 4 maps, 6 x 9

“Eschewing generalizations regarding 
medieval Sicily’s importance based on its 
geographical centrality in the Mediterra-
nean, Davis-Secord presents a scholarly, 
nuanced view of the island during the peri-
od between the 6th and late 12th centuries. 
She accomplishes this not through a stan-
dard narrative history, but by exploring—
imaginatively and successfully—the travel 
and communication networks produced 
and experienced by its Byzantine, Muslim, 
and Norman conquerors.”—Choice

“Overall . . . Davis-Secord’s work makes 
a significant contribution to the way we 
ought to frame our questions about the 
medieval Mediterranean and Sicily, in 
particular.”—Reading Religion
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Defiant Priests
Domestic Unions, Violence, and Clerical 
Masculinity in Fourteenth-Century 
Catalonia

Michelle Armstrong-Partida

Two hundred years after canon law prohibited clerical marriage, 
parish priests in the late medieval period continued to form 
unions with women that were marriage all but in name. In De-
fiant Priests, Michelle Armstrong-Partida uses evidence from 
extraordinary archives in four Catalan dioceses to show that 
maintaining a family with a domestic partner was not only a 
custom entrenched in Catalan clerical culture but also an essen-
tial component of priestly masculine identity, one that extended 
to the carrying of weapons and use of violence to resolve dis-
putes and seek revenge, to intimidate other men, and to main-
tain their status and authority in the community. 

Armstrong-Partida reconstructs the personal lives and ca-
reers of Catalan parish priests to better understand the profes-
sional identity and masculinity of churchmen who made up 
the proletariat of the largest institution across Europe. Defiant 
Priests highlights a clerical culture that embraced violence and 
illuminates how the parish church could become a battleground 
in which rivalries among clerics took place and young clerics 
learned from senior clergymen to meld the lay masculine ideals 
that were a part of their everyday culture with the privilege and 
authority of their profession.

 
Michelle Armstrong-Partida is Assistant Professor of 
History at the University of Texas at El Paso.

$69.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-0773-5
392 pages, 2 maps, 13 tables, 6 x 9

“Defiant Priests is a detailed and engaging 
study of the ecclesiastical responsibili-
ties, household organization, and survival 
strategies of clerics in fourteenth-century 
Catalunya, and it makes an important 
contribution to this growing body of liter-
ature [exploring clerical responses to the 
rigid demands of Christian church reform 
measures]. . . . The volume of [visitation] 
records used in the study is striking, and 
the wealth of relationships that Arm-
strong-Partida has identified within them 
makes the book a valuable contribution 
to the field.”—Roisin Cossar, American 
Historical Review

“Michelle Armstrong-Partida’s splendid 
book is essential reading for anyone inter-
ested in clerical masculinity across medi-
eval Europe. Defiant Priests is extremely 
well grounded in past and present.”

—Jacqueline Murray, editor of Marriage in 
Premodern Europe  

WINNER OF THE BEST FIRST BOOK OF FEMINIST 
SCHOLARSHIP ON THE MIDDLE AGES FROM THE 
SOCIETY FOR MEDIEVAL FEMINIST SCHOLARSHIP, THE 
ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY SOCIETY BOOK PRIZE, THE 
PREMIO DEL REY, & THE JOHN GILMARY SHEA PRIZE
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After Lavinia
A Literary History of Premodern Marriage 
Diplomacy

John Watkins

In medieval and early modern Europe, marriage treaties were a 
perennial feature of the diplomatic landscape. When one ruler 
decided to make peace with his enemy, the two parties often 
sealed their settlement with marriages between their respective 
families. In After Lavinia, John Watkins traces the history of the 
practice, focusing on the unusually close relationship between 
diplomacy and literary production in Western Europe from an-
tiquity through the seventeenth century.

John Watkins is Distinguished McKnight University Profes-
sor of English at the University of Minnesota. He is coauthor of 
Shakespeare’s Foreign Worlds, also from Cornell, and author of 
Representing Elizabeth in Stuart England and The Specter of Dido.

$59.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-0757-5
280 pages, 1 halftone, 6 x 9

“Watkins’s study of marriage diplomacy 
is a compelling work which proves an 
indispensable reference for readers of all 
creeds: from the literary analyst, to the 
specialist in diplomacy, gender studies 
or conflict studies, and to the lay reader 
trying to understand a volatile zeitgeist. 
Watkins’s opus is not only a major and 
fresh contribution to the field, it is an en-
lightening commentary on contemporary 
politics and on the necessity of a literary 
view of history.”—Cahiers Élisabéthains

“Watkins’s book makes many insightful 
claims and raises a lot of intriguing ques-
tions about premodern mariage diploma-
cy.”—Sixteenth Century Journal

“Watkins’s fascinating and ambitious work 
offers a positive contribution to academic 
conversations on queenship, marriage, 
international diplomacy, and literary 
celebrations and critiques of dynastic 
marriage.”—Clio
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Margery Kempe and the Lonely 
Reader
Rebecca Krug

Since its rediscovery in 1934, the fifteenth-century Book of 
Margery Kempe has become a canonical text for students of me-
dieval Christian mysticism and spirituality. Its author was a 
fifteenth-century English laywoman who, after the birth of her 
first child, experienced vivid religious visions and vowed to lead 
a deeply religious life while remaining part of the secular world. 
In Margery Kempe and the Lonely Reader, Rebecca Krug shows 
how and why Kempe wrote her Book, arguing that in her engage-
ment with written culture she discovered a desire to experience 
spiritual comfort and to interact with fellow believers who also 
sought to live lives of intense emotional engagement. 

Krug offers a fresh analysis of the Book as a written work 
and draws attention to the importance of reading, revision, and 
collaboration for understanding both Kempe’s particular deci-
sion to write and the social conditions of late medieval women’s 
authorship.  

Rebecca Krug is Associate Professor of English at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. She is the author of Reading Families, also 
from Cornell.

$65.00 hardcover 978-1-5017-0533-5
256 pages, 6 x 9

“Margery Kempe and the Lonely Reader will 
appeal to scholars interested in medieval 
devotional culture, women writers, subjec-
tivity, feminist autobiography, and affect 
studies. It takes Krug’s previous work on 
women readers and writers in new direc-
tions through its immersive engagement 
with one woman’s literate practice. . . . At 
the same time that she provides a learned 
and detailed account of Kempe’s literate 
practice, Krug reflects upon her own 
experience of writing Margery Kempe and 
the Lonely Reader.”—Studies in the Age of 
Chaucer

“Krug writes humanely and with a generous 
interest in hearing and feeling Kem-
pe, extending out this welcoming wish 
to her own audience. Some delightful 
transference occurs in this volume, for 
good reason and to good purpose, as 
Krug becomes a sort of avatar for Kempe, 
matching her as a companion, book for 
book—or, more humbly, by becoming her 
most recent scribe. Perhaps it’s best to 
say that Margery Kempe and the Lonely 
Reader is the book that Krug wishes ‘she 
had had all along’ in her own studies. Now 
we all do.”—Modern Philology
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Jacob’s Shipwreck
Diaspora, Translation, and Jewish-Christian 
Relations in Medieval England

Ruth Nisse

Jewish and Christian authors of the High Middle Ages not in-
frequently came into dialogue or conflict with each other over 
traditions drawn from ancient writings outside of the bible. Cir-
culating in Hebrew and Latin translations, these included two 
independent versions of the Testament of Naphtali in which the 
patriarch has a vision of the Diaspora, a shipwreck that scatters 
the twelve tribes. For Ruth Nisse, this is an emblematic text that 
illuminates relationships between interpretation, translation, 
and survival. In her account, extrabiblical literature encompass-
es not only the historical works of Flavius Josephus but also 
some of the more ingenious Hebrew imaginative texts, Aesop’s 
fables and the Aeneid. While medieval England and Northern 
France were marked by persecutions of Jews in the wake of the 
Crusades and Christian polemics against Judaism, the period 
also saw a growing interest in language study and translation. 
These noncanonical works and their afterlives provided Jews 
and Christians alike with resources of fiction that they used to 
reconsider boundaries of doctrine and interpretation.

Ruth Nisse is Associate Professor of English and Jewish Stud-
ies at Wesleyan University. She is the author of Defining Acts: 
Drama and the Politics of Interpretation in Late Medieval England.

$65.00 hardcover 978-1-5017-0307-2
248 pages, 6 x 9

“Ruth Nisse’s Jacob’s Shipwreck is a learned 
volume that carries significant repercus-
sions. . . . [Her] well-made argument that 
Christians and Jews shared quite a bit in 
terms of the texts and ideas that are the 
focus of her study apparently applies to 
Jewish biblical interpreters, certain litur-
gical poets and scholars, polemicists, and 
sui generis polyglots such as Berekhiah. 
She has produced a first-rate study that 
will likely engender further discussion, as 
well as new avenues of research.”—Reading 
Religion

“Ruth Nisse’s extraordinary book, beauti-
fully designed and produced by Cornell 
University Press, leads us in a new and 
altogether welcome direction in the study 
of the intellectual relationships between 
medieval Jews and Christians.”—AJS 
Review

“This dissection of the labyrinthine inter-
cultural negotiations of medieval Jews and 
Christians stimulates and provokes, and 
will bear repeated reading and reflec-
tion.”—American Historical Review
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“To a faithful friend, straight are the roads and short.” 
—Odin, from the Hávamál (c. 1000) 

Friendship was the most important social bond in Iceland and 
Norway during the Viking Age and the early Middle Ages. Far 
more significantly than kinship ties, it defined relations between 
chieftains, and between chieftains and householders. In Viking 
Friendship, Jón Viðar Sigurðsson explores the various ways in 
which friendship tied Icelandic and Norwegian societies togeth-
er, its role in power struggles and ending conflicts, and how it 
shaped religious beliefs and practices both before and after the 
introduction of Christianity.

Drawing on a wide range of Icelandic sagas and other sourc-
es, Sigurðsson details how loyalties between friends were estab-
lished and maintained. The key elements of Viking friendship, 
he shows, were protection and generosity, which was most often 
expressed through gift giving and feasting. In a society without 
institutions that could guarantee support and security, these 
were crucial means of structuring mutual assistance. As a po-
litical force, friendship was essential in the decentralized Free 
State period in Iceland’s history. In Norway, where authority was 
more centralized, kings attempted to use friendship to secure the 
loyalty of their subjects. 

Sigurðsson concludes by tracing the decline of friendship 
as the fundamental social bond in Iceland as a consequence of 
Norwegian rule. 

Jón Viðar Sigurðsson is a Professor in the Department of Ar-
chaeology, Conservation and History at the University of Oslo. He 
is the author and coeditor of numerous books, including Chief-
tains and Power in the Icelandic Commonwealth and Celtic-Norse 
Relationships in the Irish Sea in the Middle Ages 800–1200.

$39.95 hardcover 978-1-5017-0577-9
200 pages, 2 tables, 6 x 9

Viking Friendship
The Social Bond in Iceland and Norway,  
c. 900–1300

Jón Viðar Sigurðsson

“Medieval friendship complicates our  
notions of horizontal versus vertical social 
relationships, of natural versus manufac-
tured social ties, of intimate affect versus 
alliances of political convenience. Friend-
ship in the Middle Ages often bore a much 
more utilitarian, political profile than it 
does in the modern imagination. Tensions 
such as these are the terrain that Jón Viðar 
Sigurðsson’s book provocatively navigates. 
Viking Friendship offers a thorough, multi-
faceted survey of friendship in the Norse 
Middle Ages, making the rich Norse mate-
rial accessible to scholars in other fields.”

—Oren Falk, Cornell University, author of 
The Bare-Sarked Warrior

“Jón Viðar Sigurðsson is one of the 
foremost historians of the Middle Ages 
working in Scandinavia today. In Viking 
Friendship he demonstrates how the 
trope of friendship was developed within 
discourses of power relations and how 
chieftains, kings, and bishops were able to 
exploit friendship to extend their growing 
power.”

—Alex Woolf, University of St Andrews, 
author of From Pictland to Alba
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The Transmission of “Beowulf”
Language, Culture, and Scribal Behavior

Leonard Neidorf

Beowulf, like The Iliad and The Odyssey, is a foundational work of 
Western literature that originated in mysterious circumstances. 
In The Transmission of “Beowulf,” Leonard Neidorf adistinguish-
es linguistic and metrical regularities, which originate with the 
Beowulf poet, from patterns of textual corruption, which descend 
from copyists involved in the poem’s transmission. The Beowulf 
manuscript emerges from his study as an indispensible witness 
to processes of linguistic and cultural change that took place in 
England between the eighth and eleventh centuries. An appendix 
addresses J. R. R. Tolkien’s Beowulf: A Translation and Commen-
tary, which was published in 2014. Neidorf assesses Tolkien’s 
general views on the transmission of Beowulf and evaluates his 
position on various textual issues.

Leonard Neidorf is Professor of English at Nanjing Universi-
ty and a former Junior Fellow at the Harvard Society of Fellows. 
He is the editor of The Dating of Beowulf and coeditor of Old 
English Philology.

MYTH AND POETICS II

$55.00 hardcover 978-1-5017-0511-3
232 pages, 6 x 9

“A short review like this hardly does justice 
to the genius of this astonishing book. 
The Transmission of Beowulf is a coup 
de théâtre, a scholarly manifesto of the 
utmost importance in its evidentiary rigor, 
theoretical utility, and vigorous prose. By 
any measure, it ranks as one of the most 
pivotal books ever written on Old English 
literature and will be recognized as a his-
toric achievement.”—Anglia

“For close engagement with the linguistic 
idiosyncrasies of Beowulf, one may turn 
to Leonard Neidorf ’s recent study. Here 
formidable scholarship provides rich 
insights into the attitudes and methods of 
the scribes who made the only surviving 
copy of Beowulf. . . [t]he evidence that 
he puts forward in this book is both 
fascinating and highly persuasive, and the 
book is indispensable reading for anyone 
interested in the manuscript context of 
Beowulf, scribal culture in Anglo-Saxon 
England more generally, or the early 
history of the English language.”—Times 
Literary Supplement
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Hell and Its Rivals
Death and Retribution among Christians,  
Jews, and Muslims in the Early Middle Ages

Alan E. Bernstein

“Erudite and readable, Hell and Its Rivals is 
the crucial resource for those interested 
in the formation of the doctrine of Hell 
over late antiquity and the early medieval 
period. Alan E. Bernstein has a remarkable 
knowledge of the relevant textual history 
of the period and of the details of the texts 
with which he deals.”

—Philip C. Almond, University of 
Queensland, author of Afterlife: A History 
of Life after Death

“With The Formation of Hell, Alan E.  
Bernstein established his reputation as a 
sophisticated historian of Hell. He is an 
authority I regularly turn to for questions 
about Hell, its sources, and its implications 
for society, piety, and culture. The appear-
ance of Hell and Its Rivals, extending the 
time frame into the early and high Middle 
Ages, and encompassing Patristic, Byz-
antine, Rabbinic, and Islamic sources, is a 
welcome event.”

—Carol Zaleski, Smith College, author of 
Otherworld Journeys: Accounts of Near-
Death Experience in Medieval and Modern 
Times

The idea of punishment after death—whereby the souls of the 
wicked are consigned to Hell (Gehenna, Gehinnom, or Jahan-
nam)—emerged out of beliefs found across the Mediterranean, 
from ancient Egypt to Zoroastrian Persia, and became funda-
mental to the Abrahamic religions. Once Hell achieved doctrinal 
expression in the New Testament, the Talmud, and the Qur’an, 
thinkers began to question Hell’s eternity, and to consider pos-
sible alternatives—hell’s rivals. Some imagined outright escape, 
others periodic but temporary relief within the torments. One 
option, including Purgatory and, in the Eastern Orthodox tra-
dition, the Middle State, was to consider the punishments to be 
temporary and purifying. Despite these moral and theological 
hesitations, the idea of Hell has remained a historical and theo-
logical force until the present.

In Hell and Its Rivals, Alan E. Bernstein examines an array of 
sources from within and beyond the three Abrahamic faiths—
including theology, chronicles, legal charters, edifying tales, and 
narratives of near-death experiences—to analyze the origins and 
evolution of belief in Hell. Key social institutions, including slav-
ery, capital punishment, and monarchy, also affected the after-
life beliefs of Jews, Christians, and Muslims. Reflection on hell 
encouraged a stigmatization of “the other” that in turn empha-
sized the differences between these religions. Yet, despite these 
rivalries, each community proclaimed eternal punishment and 
answered related challenges to it in similar terms. For all that 
divided them, they agreed on the need for—and fact of—Hell. 

Alan E. Bernstein is Emeritus Professor of Medieval History 
at the University of Arizona. He is the author of The Formation 
of Hell: Death and Retribution in the Ancient and Early Christian 
Worlds.

$45.00 hardcover 978-1-5017-0780-3
432 pages, 1 halftone, 3 tables, 6 x 9
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FROM SHE-WOLF TO MARTYR
The Reign and Disputed Reputation of Johanna 
I of Naples
Elizabeth Casteen
$49.95 hardcover

CHARIOTS OF LADIES
Francesc Eiximenis and the Court Culture of 
Medieval and Early Modern Iberia
Núria Silleras-Fernández 
$49.95 hardcover

SICILY
Culture and Conquest
Dirk Booms & Peter Higgs
$35.00 paperback

THE ACCOMMODATED JEW
English Antisemitism from Bede to Milton
Kathy Lavezzo
$65.00 hardcover

STAGING HARMONY
Music and Religious Change in Late Medieval 
and Early Modern English Drama
Katherine Steele Brokaw
$65.00 hardcover

AFTERLIFE
A History of Life after Death
Philip C. Almond
$29.95 hardcover

LANGUAGE OF POWER
Feasting and Gift-Giving in Medieval Iceland 
and Its Sagas 
Viðar Pálsson
$65.00 hardcover
Cornell University Library | Islandica

THE SAGAS OF NORWEGIAN KINGS 
(1130–1265)
An Introduction
Theodore M. Andersson
$65.00 hardcover 
Cornell University Library | Islandica 
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NEW NORSE STUDIES
Essays on the Literature and Culture of 
Medieval Scandinavia
Edited by Jeffrey Turco
$29.95 paperback
Cornell University Library | Islandica

THE TALENTS OF JACOPO DA VARAGINE 
A Genoese Mind in Medieval Europe
Steven A.Epstein
$59.95 hardcover

THE SECRET WITHIN
Hermits, Recluses, and Spiritual Outsiders in 
Medieval England
Wolfgang Riehle
Translated by Charity Scott-Stokes.
$29.95 paperback

SPEAKING OF SLAVERY
Color, Ethnicity, and Human Bondage in Italy
Steven A. Epstein
$25.00 paperback
Conjunctions of Religion and Power in the Medieval 
Past

BEFORE THE GREGORIAN REFORM
The Latin Church at the Turn of the First 
Millennium
John Howe
$29.95 paperback
WINNER, HELEN AND HOWARD R. MARRARO PRIZE.

FEARFUL SPIRITS, REASONED FOLLIES
The Boundaries of Superstition in Late 
Medieval Europe
Michael D. Bailey
$29.95 paperback

MONASTIC REFORM AS PROTEST
Realities and Representations in Medieval 
Flanders, 900–1100
Steven Vanderputten
$24.95 paperback

AFTERLIVES
The Return of the Dead in the Middle Ages
Nancy Mandeville Caciola
$24.95 paperback
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TO FOLLOW IN THEIR FOOTSTEPS
The Crusades and Family Memory in the High 
Middle Ages
Nicholas L. Paul
$29.95 paperback
COWINNER OF THE JOHN NICHOLAS BROWN PRIZE

IDOLS IN THE EAST
European Representations of Islam and the 
Orient, 1100–1450
Suzanne Conklin Akbari
$29.95 paperback

THE DEVIL
A New Biography
Philip C. Almond
$29.95 hardcover

KNOWING POETRY
Verse in Medieval France from the “Rose” to the 

“Rhétoriqueurs”
Adrian Amrstrong
$55.00 hardcover

EATING BEAUTY
The Eucharist and the Spiritual Arts of the 
Middle Ages
Ann W. Astell
$29.95 paperback

“EVERY VALLEY SHALL BE EXALTED
The Discourse of Opposites in Twelfth-Century 
Thought
Constance Brittain Bouchard
$24.95 paperback

SWORD, MITER, AND CLOISTER
Nobility and the Church in Burgundy, 980–
1198
Constance Brittain Bouchard
$50.00 hardcover

THE PARTISAN MUSE IN THE EARLY 
ICELANDIC SAGAS (1200–1250)
Theodore M. Andersson
$65.00 hardcover
Cornell University Library | Islandica
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