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PUBLISH WITH US

We are always excited to hear 
about new book projects. 
Read about how we can work 
together to publish your book 
at www.boydellandbrewer.
com/publish-with-us

EARLY PUBLICATION 
NEWS

Our monthly New Title Information e-mail lists 
all our new books up to six months ahead of 
their publication, so if you would like to stay 
fully up-to-date please e-mail “NTI” to 
marketing@boydell.co.uk

OPEN ACCESS

Boydell & Brewer is committed to best  
serving the academic community and scholarly 
communication. We are pleased to offer a 
competitive Open Access option. Proposals 
for both new monographs, edited collections 
and chapters are eligible for our Open Access 
programme. 
 
Visit https://boybrew.co/Open for details.

PRESS REVIEW COPIES

Please request your review copies from  
marketing@boydell.co.uk or  
boydell@boydellusa.net in North and South 
America

EBOOKS

We publish two types of ebook, those for 
institutional and library use and those for personal 
e-readers (Kindle, iBooks, Kobo, Overdrive, to 
name but a few). Libraries and institutions can 
order their editions through all the major ebook 
aggregators, while e-reader editions are available for 
download from www.boydellandbrewer.com and 
your favourite retailers. 

If you have any queries about ebooks please e-mail 
marketing@boydell.co.uk

INSPECTION COPIES

Inspection copies of our paperbacks are 
available for your consideration. Simply e-mail 
courseadoption@boydell.co.uk with details of the 
book and the course you teach. We’ll arrange for 
your free inspection copy and ask you to complete 
a short questionnaire once you have had the 
chance to gauge the book’s suitability. 

In North and South America, please fill out the 
form on our website:  
www.boydellandbrewer.com/course-adoption

HOW TO ORDER

If you would like to order any of our books 
please visit www.boydellandbrewer.com for 
more information.

Cover image: Guro, Gohounfla, Zuenoula region, Ivory Coast, March 7, 1997. Zamble mask from Befla performing in a competition between two mask wearers to win 
the title of best dancer. Photo Anne-Marie Bouttiaux - 97.02.13.33 Africa Museum Tervuren. Used on Masquerades in African Society by Walter E.A. van Beek & Harrie 
M. Leyten.

AFRICAN GRIOT
NEWSLETTER
The African Griot is our quarterly email newsletter 
covering all aspects of African Studies. 

It features new publications, the latest catalogue, original articles by 
authors, author interviews, excerpts from our new releases, special 
offers on selected titles and more. 

If you would like to keep up-to-date with the latest information on 
our African Studies titles, you can sign up at 
boydellandbrewer.com/african-griot-newsletter-archive

If you’re an author, editor or contributor and would like to write 
about your work for the Afrcian Griot we would love to hear from 
you. Please email marketing@boydell.co.uk with details about your 
book and your proposed article.
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HIGHLIGHTS

2-VOLUME SET

£170.00/$250.00 October 2023
6 b/w illus., 1312 pp., 234 x 156 mm
HB: 9781847013804

The African Charter on 
Human and Peoples’ Rights
NAT RUBNER

Landmark study of the African 
Charter on Human and Peoples’ 
Rights that positions it within the 
African Lives Matter struggle to 
assert an African identity rather 
than as simply a human rights 
document.

The African Charter on Human and 
Peoples' Rights (ACHPR), which was 
proposed in 1979, adopted in 1981 
and came into effect in 1986, was 
the first non-Western declaration of 
human rights and the first official 
statement of an African human rights 
perspective. 

With Africa largely absent in 1948 
when the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was adopted, it stands in stark historical reproach to the Western 
conception of universal human rights as a pivotal document in the decolonisation of the continent. This book, for the first time, 
presents a comprehensive account of the development of the ACHPR, which is key to a proper understanding of its fundamental 
nature. Through documenting its process of construction, it becomes possible to understand how Africans themselves 
understood the process and the issues involved and how the ACHPR became a political text asserted by African leaders and not 
a continuum of a so-called universal human rights tradition. The result is a radical repositioning of the underlying context of 
the ACHPR, one of the most important documents in modern African history, of how it came to be and how it should therefore 
be understood.

Volume 1 
Outlines the dominant African political and cultural ideas of the time and their 
symbiotic relationship with the principles and politics upon which the OAU (now 
African Union) was founded and upon which it functioned. It thereby draws out the 
path the ACHPR process was obliged to follow and the influence of the existential 
desire to counter neo-colonialism in all its forms that helped bring it into being and 
shaped its content.

Volume 2 
Describes the process through which the ACHPR came into being. Analysing the role 
of Western governments, the UN and NGOs, it shows that, contrary to the prevailing 
view of African human rights commentators, their influence was limited and at times 
counter-productive. That, in fact, the formulation of the ACHPR was a profoundly 
political process that was primarily a product of an African desire to instigate its own 
human rights perspective as a counter to the human rights universalism advanced by 
the Western post-war human rights tradition.

About the Author
NAT RUBNER has a PhD in History from the University of Cambridge. He is an 
Honorary Research Fellow, School of History, Queen Mary, University of London. In the course of his previous 20-year career in 
international finance, he edited the first public international debt prospectus of the African Development Bank.

VOLUME 1

£110.00/$160.00 August 2023
1 b/w illus., 682 pp., 234 x 156 mm
HB: 9781847013538

VOLUME 2

£95.00/$140.00 October 2023
5 b/w illus., 526 pp., 234 x 156 mm
HB: 9781847013545
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HIGHLIGHTS

Masquerades in African Society
Gender, Power and Identity

WALTER E.A. VAN BEEK & HARRIE M. LEYTEN

Explores the dynamics of African masquerades and mask performances 
on the continent, linking performative expressions to societal 
characteristics.

Though masks are among the most famous art icons of Africa, 
exploration of their uses and the way in which they articulate social 
characteristics of African societies has been underexamined. This book 
takes an anthropological perspective on the phenomenon of masquerades 
on the African continent to show how mask rituals are an integral part of 
African indigenous religions and societies.

£90.00/$135.00 October 2023
5 maps, 41 colour, 29 b/w and 6 line illus., 414 pp., 234 x 156 mm
HB: 9781847013439
Western Africa Series

Democracy and Nigeria’s Fourth Republic
Governance, Political Economy, and Party Politics 1999–2023

EDITED BY WALE ADEBANWI

Examines Nigeria’s challenges with consolidating democracy and the 
crisis of governance arising from structural errors of the state and the 
fundamental contradictions of society in Nigeria’s Fourth Republic.

Nigeria’s Fourth Republic has survived longer than any of the previous 
three. At the same time, the country has witnessed sustained periods 
of violence, including clashes over the imposition of Sharia’h laws, 
insurgency in the Niger Delta, and the Boko Haram insurgency. What 
are the central issues that define Nigeria’s Fourth Republic? How do these 
issues mirror and/or signpost the past, present and future trajectories of 
Africa’s largest democracy? How do they reflect continental and global 
challenges of democratic rule? This book provides a comparative analysis 
of the political, economic, social challenges that Nigeria has faced and the 
ways in which these were resolved - or left unresolved - in a bid to ensure 
the survival of democratic rule.

£95.00/$140.00 September 2023
33 b/w illus., 464 pp., 234 x 156 mm
HB: 9781847013514
Western Africa Series
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HISTORY

Ransoming Prisoners in 
Precolonial Muslim Western 
Africa
JENNIFER LOFKRANTZ

Examines African debates on captivity, legal 
and illegal enslavement, and religious and 
ethnic identity in the era of West African 
jihads.

Covering a broad temporal and geographic area 
from the fifteenth to the nineteenth centuries, 
including present-day Mali, Niger, Nigeria and 
Morocco, this study explores questions such as 
who was and wasn’t a Muslim? How could and 
should Islamic law be implemented? What rights 
and protections were recognized for freeborn 
Muslims? What role did governments play in 
ensuring those rights, especially during a time 
when slavery was legal?
Based on research conducted mostly in Mali, 
Niger, Nigeria, and France and on Arabic-, 
French-, and English-language archival sources, 
treatises, personal correspondence, oral sources 
and testimony, biographical data, travel reports, 
and early colonial documents.

£85.00/$99.00 June 2023
228 pp., 229 x 152 mm
HB: 9781648250644
Rochester Studies in African History and the Diaspora

NOW IN PAPERBACK

Decolonizing African Studies
Knowledge Production, Agency, and 
Voice
TOYIN FALOLA

Examines transformational moments and 
liberation movements in the decolonization 
of inherited Western academic traditions in 
Africa.

‘In this comprehensive book, Africanist 
Falola meticulously explores the origins of 
the Eurocentric academic, socioeconomic, 
and political onslaught on Africa. [...] 
Highly recommended.’ CHOICE

This book examines the most significant aspects 
of decolonization and decoloniality, the voices 
that articulate them, and how they are represented 
in the disciplines. From the anticolonial 
intellectual insurgency to the contemporary 
conception of Afro-futurism, the book argues 
that alternative thought processes are informed 
by radical and contentious ideas. The knowledge 
produced attacks Western hegemonic thought 
traditions that insist on shaping the African 
trajectory in Western-universalist terms. African 
alternative voices rebel against the attempts to 
reduce African academics and universities to a 
mere conduit for inculcating Western knowledge, 
values, and worldviews.

£39.99/$50.00 July 2023
21 b/w illus., 690 pp., 229 x 152 mm
PB: 9781648250460
Rochester Studies in African History and the Diaspora

NOW IN PAPERBACK

From Rebels to Rulers
Writing Legitimacy in the Early 
Sokoto State
PAUL NAYLOR

A reinterpretation of the history of Sokoto 
that provides a new assessment of its leaders 
and their visions for the Muslim state.

‘This is the most important new book on 
northern Nigeria’s precolonial past that has 
come out for some years.’ JOURNAL OF 
AFRICAN HISTORY

Sokoto was the largest and longest lasting of West 
Africa’s nineteenth-century Muslim empires. 
The jihad’s leaders, the Fodiawa, left behind a 
vast written record that played a formative role 
in the creation of Sokoto as we know it. Far from 
being unified around a single concept of Muslim 
statecraft, the author demonstrates how divided 
the Fodiawa were about what Sokoto could and 
should be, and the various discursive strategies 
they used to enrol local societies into their vision.

£18.99/$27.95 January 2024
4 b/w, 1 line illus., 228 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013705
Religion in Transforming Africa
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HISTORY

NOW IN PAPERBACK

Namib
The archaeology of an African 
desert
JOHN KINAHAN

The first full-length examination of the 
archaeology and history of the Namib Desert.

Namib is an archaeological page-turner. 
John Kinahan’s writing clearly shows a 
deep knowledge and mastery of his subject 
born from many decades of tireless and 
meticulous research in what is a truly 
massive study area.’ AZANIA

This is a story of human survival over the last 
one million years in one of the most hostile 
environments on Earth. The resilience and 
ingenuity of desert communities provides a vivid 
picture of our species’ response to climate change, 
and ancient strategies to counter ever-present 
risk. Namib digs beneath the usual evidence of 
archaeology to uncover a world of intricate social 
networks which maintained vital systems of 
negotiated access to scarce resources.

Rights excluded:
Southern Africa: University of Namibia Press/
Jacana

£29.99/$39.95 February 2024
88 b/w, 120 line illus., 546 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013729

NOW IN PAPERBACK

Marikana
A People’s History
JULIAN BROWN

In-depth account of the Marikana massacre, 
based on the voices of the miners and their 
families themselves

On 16 August 2012, the South African police 
intervened to end a week-long strike at the 
Lonmin platinum mine in Marikana, shooting 
dead 34 men. In this book, Brown tells the stories 
of those who embarked on the strike, those who 
were killed, and the attempts of the families of the 
deceased to identify and bury their dead and the 
subsequent Commission of Inquiry as well as the 
solidarity politics that have emerged since.

Rights excluded:
Jacana: Southern Africa (South Africa, Namibia, 
Lesotho, Swaziland and Botswana)

£24.99/$36.95 February 2024
288 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013736

The Global Ethiopian Diaspora
Migrations, Connections, and 
Belongings
EDITED BY SHIMELIS B. GULEMA, 
HEWAN GIRMA & MULUGETA F. 
DINBABO

A comprehensive historical, geographic, and 
thematic analysis of the multidimensional 
and dynamic migration experience of 
Ethiopians within and beyond Africa.

This edited collection provides a critical 
examination of the temporal, spatial, and thematic 
dimensions of Ethiopian migration, mapping out 
its scale, scope, and destinations. The thirteen 
essays here (plus an introduction and conclusion 
by the volume’s editors) offer a discussion of the 
state of knowledge and current debates on the 
diaspora and suggest alternative frameworks for 
interrogating and understanding the Ethiopian 
migration and diasporic experiences.

£85.00/$120.00 April 2024
3 maps and 3 b/w illus., 320 pp., 229 x 152 mm
HB: 9781648250880
Rochester Studies in African History and the Diaspora

WINNER
SAfA BOOK PRIZE 2023

THE
GLOBAL 
ETHIOPIAN 
DIASPORA
Migrations, 
Connections, 
and Belongings

Edited by 
Shimelis B. Gulema, 

Hewan Girma & 
Mulugeta F. Dinbabo
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HISTORY /  POLITICS

NOW IN PAPERBACK

Sports & Modernity in Late 
Imperial Ethiopia
KATRIN BROMBER

Innovative study of the role of sports in 
modernity in Africa.

Providing an in-depth analysis of the role of 
sports in modern educational institutions, 
volunteer organizations and urbanization 
processes, Bromber shows how agents, ideas 
and practices linked societal improvement and 
bodily improvement. Examining the locations for 
practising sports in organized forms, informal 
leisure and practices consumption, she examines 
sports’ function as a political propaganda tool 
during the Italian fascist occupation and under 
Haile Selassie (1930 - 1974). The integration into 
global networks of ideas about the fit colonized 
body linked Ethiopia, which was never colonized, 
to the legacy of colonialism. Institutions such 
as schools, civilian sports clubs, and volunteer 
organizations were not only loaded with coercive 
procedures, but established modes of behaviour 
that developed into certain styles and affirmation 
of the self as well as their contestation.

Rights excluded: Ethiopia: AAUP

£18.99/$27.95 May 2024
7 b/w, 1 line illus., 240 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013750
Eastern Africa Series

NOW IN PAPERBACK

Peacemaking and Peacebuilding 
in South Africa
The National Peace Accord, 1991-
1994
LIZ CARMICHAEL

Examines the creation and implementation of 
South Africa’s National Peace Accord and its 
implications for peace mediation and conflict 
resolution.

‘This illuminating study shows the 
complexities and rewards of the peace 
process...Highly recommended.’ CHOICE

This first full account of the South African 
National Peace Accord (NPA) fills a significant 
gap in knowledge of this key transitional phase 
in the country’s history. This book describes the 
formulation of the NPA and its implementation. 
The NPA was recognized internationally as South 
Africa’s sole consensus document, bringing 
observers from the UN, EU, Commonwealth 
and OAU, and the author also assesses their 
role and that of the Goldstone Commission, 
which prefigured the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission.

£25.00/$36.95 November 2023
35 b/w and 2 line illus., 518 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013682

NOW IN PAPERBACK

Red Road to Freedom
A History of the South African 
Communist Party 1921 – 2021
TOM LODGE

Definitive and gripping narrative history of 
the Communist Party of South Africa.

‘Red Road is a fascinating and dispassionate 
history of “the party” and its role in 
the South African liberation struggle. 
Lodge tackles the big questions without 
flinching, while also capturing the nuances 
of a complex context.’ PROFESSOR 
JANET CHERRY, NELSON MANDELA 
UNIVERSITY

Tracing the history of the Communist Party of 
South Africa, Tom Lodge describes the party’s 
engagement in popular front politics after 
1935, its involvement in the formation of black 
working-class politics in the 1940s, and provides 
much fuller picture of the secret party of 1952 
to 1965. The final chapter brings the story up to 
date, assessing the degree to which communists 
both inside and outside government have shaped 
and influenced policy in successive ANC-led 
administrations.

Rights excluded: Jacana: Africa, India

£34.99/$49.95 March 2024
10 b/w illus., 636 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013606

LONGLISTED 
SOUTH AFRICA’S 2022 SUNDAY TIMES 

NON-FICTION AWARD
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POLITICS /  RELIGION

NOW IN PAPERBACK

Whites and Democracy in 
South Africa
ROGER SOUTHALL

Key book in Whiteness Studies that engages 
with the different ways in which the last white 
minority in Africa to give way to majority 
rule has adjusted to the arrival of democracy

‘Whites and Democracy in South Africa 
is more than a well-informed and skilful 
academic argument, it is also a call for white 
people to take responsibility for their part 
in building a democratic and non-racial 
future, and it also offers some clear direction 
on what needs to be done.’ LAURENCE 
PIPER, COMMONWEALTH AND 
COMPARATIVE POLITICS

This book examines how whites in South Africa 
have adapted to sweeping political changes. 
Overturning current thinking, the author finds a 
variety of responses in how white South Africans 
sought to grapple with the history of apartheid, 
and shows how their memories of this critical 
era shaped their reactions to political equality. 
This book presents a new dynamic to Whiteness 
and the dangers that may lurk unless present 
inequalities of both race and class are challenged 
head-on.

Rights excluded: African Sun Media: South Africa

£25.99/$37.95 March 2024
 284 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013743

NOW IN PAPERBACK

Sacred Queer Stories
Ugandan LGBTQ+ Refugee Lives & 
the Bible
ADRIAAN VAN KLINKEN, JOHANNA 
STIEBERT, SEBYALA BRIAN & FREDRICK 
HUDSON

An invaluable insight into the narrative 
politics and theologies of LGBTQ+ life-
storytelling.

‘Sacred Queer Stories is a daring exposition 
of the relationship between LGBTQ+ 
experiences and religious stories that need to 
be further explored. Aside from recounting 
personal stories, the text has become an 
indispensable landmark for alternative 
interpretations of religious texts in Africa 
that position such texts as friendly and 
corrective rather than horrific and repelling.’ 
AFRICAN STUDIES QUARTERLY

Presenting the deeply moving personal life stories 
of Ugandan LGBTQ+ refugees in Nairobi, Kenya, 
alongside an analysis of the way in which they 
creatively engaged with two Bible stories, the book 
explores how readings of biblical stories through 
refugees’ own eyes can reveal LGBTQ+ people’s 
experiences of struggle, hopes for the future, and 
faith in God and humanity. 

£24.99/$36.95 October 2023
4 b/w, photos. illus., 280 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013675
Religion in Transforming Africa

NOW IN PAPERBACK

Labour & Christianity in the 
Mission
African Workers in Tanganyika and 
Zanzibar, 1864-1926
MICHELLE LIEBST

Important and broadening study of the 
way Africans engaged with missions, not as 
beneficiaries of humanitarian philanthropy, 
but as workers.

Mission workers’ roles often went far beyond 
religion - they became involved, not always 
voluntarily, in building churches, domestic work 
and preparing meals. Focusing on the Anglican 
Universities’ Mission to Central Africa (UMCA) 
in Tanzania and Zanzibar in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries, Michelle Liebst shows how 
missionaries both supported and undermined the 
livelihood trajectories of Africans who came into 
contact with them.

£19.99/$29.95 January 2024
4 line illus., 240 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013712
Religion in Transforming Africa
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RELIGION /  LITERATURE

NOW IN PAPERBACK

Competing Catholicisms
The Jesuits, the Vatican & the 
Making of Postcolonial French 
Africa
JEAN LUC ENYEGUE, SJ

Explores the impact of Jesuit missions on the 
development of Christianity in postcolonial 
French Africa, which found itself at the centre 
of major shifts and struggles within global 
Christianity and world politics.

As most African countries moved towards 
independence, the Vatican speeded up its 
indigenization agenda in an effort to secure its 
survival in Africa. This book reveals how the 
Vatican, French Jesuits, the rising Cameroonian 
indigenous clergy and leadership, and the first 
Cameroonian Jesuits competed for the Catholic 
evangelization of French Africa during the second 
half of the 20th century, while sharing a common 
aim: to convert African Traditional Religionists 
and different groups of African Muslims to Christ, 
while containing the spread of anti-religious 
ideologies such as Communism. 

£23.99/$33.95 July 2024
1 b/w, 18 line illus., 324 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013774
Religion in Transforming Africa

NOW IN PAPERBACK

The Genocide against the Tutsi, 
and the Rwandan Churches
Between Grief and Denial
PHILIPPE DENIS

Pioneering study of the role of the Christian 
churches in the Rwandan genocide of the 
Tutsi; a key work for historians, memory 
studies scholars, religion scholars and 
Africanists.

While some Christians took risks to shelter Tutsi 
people, others uncritically embraced the interim 
government’s view that the Tutsi were enemies 
of the people, some even assisting the killers. 
Philippe Denis examines the responses of the 
Catholic Church, which was the biggest and most 
complex, and the Presbyterian Church, which 
made an unconditional confession of guilt in 
1996. 

£24.99/$34.95 July 2024
1 line illus., 358 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013781
Religion in Transforming Africa

Newsprint Literature and Local 
Literary Creativity in West 
Africa, 1900s – 1960s
STEPHANIE NEWELL

Groundbreaking examination of literary 
production in West African newspapers and 
local printing presses in the first half of the 
20th century

‘This book is one of the best I’ve ever read 
about African book history and African 
literary production. ... It’s gripping and 
wonderful work, and an important 
contribution to the field. The scholarship 
is impeccable - rich and detailed.’ 
SARAH BROUILLETTE, CARLETON 
UNIVERSITY

From their inception in the 1880s, African-owned 
newspapers in ‘British West Africa’ carried an 
abundance of creative writing by local authors, 
largely in English. This book explores this under-
studied archive of ephemeral writing and argues 
for its inclusion in literary genres and anglophone 
world literatures. It adds an African perspective 
to transatlantic Black studies, and shows how 
African newsprint creativity has shaped readers’ 
ways of imagining subjectivity and society under 
colonialism.

£70.00/$105.00 October 2023
24 b/w illus., 232 pp., 234 x 156 mm
HB: 9781847013828
African Articulations
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African Articulations showcases cutting-edge research into Africa’s 
cultural texts and practices, broadly understood to include written and oral 
literatures, visual arts, music, and public discourse and media of all kinds. 

Building on the idea of ‘articulation’ as a series of cultural connections, as a clearly voiced 
argument and as a dynamic social encounter, African Articulations opens up innovative 
perspectives on the richness of African locations and networks. Refusing to privilege the 

internationally visible above the supposedly ephemeral local cultural spaces and networks, 
African Articulations provides indispensable resources for students and teachers of 

contemporary culture.

AFRICAN ARTICULATIONS
SERIES SPOTLIGHT
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LITERATURE

ALT 41
African Literature in African 
Languages
Explores African literature in African 
languages today

Sixty years after the Conference of African Writers 
of English Expression at Makerere University, 
the dominance in the global canon of African 
literatures written in European languages over 
those in indigenous languages continues to be 
an issue. This volume of ALT re-examines this 
central question of African literatures to ask, 
‘What is the state of African literatures in African 
languages today?’

£65.00/$95.00 December 2023
176 pp., 216 x 140 mm
HB: 9781847013460
African Literature Today

NOW IN PAPERBACK

Kamba Proverbs from Eastern 
Kenya
Sources, Origins & History
JEREMIAH M. KITUNDA

A unique historical and linguistic resource for 
those in anthropology, art, folklore, history, 
linguistics, literature, psychology, religion, 
sociology, and environmental studies, as well 
as performers and poets.

Proverbs are an oral tradition containing 
historical and anthropological knowledge valuable 
for reconstructing the manners, characteristics, 
and worldviews of societies. This book provides 
the first, comprehensive collection of Kamba 
proverbs from Eastern Kenya in their original 
Kikamba language and in translation. Analysing 
2,000 proverbs the author traces the origins of 
each within the cultural context of its appearance, 
and explores its diverse meanings, interpretations 
and use.

£29.99/$39.95 November 2023
1 b/w, 1 line illus., 464 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013699
Eastern Africa Series

Keorapetse Kgositsile & the 
Black Arts Movement
Poetics of Possibility
UHURU PORTIA PHALAFALA

Presents a new approach to studying the 
radicalism of Africa and its diaspora and 
makes a major contribution to the histories 
of Black lives, gender studies, jazz studies, 
politics, and creativity.

This is the first full-length study of the work of 
the celebrated South African poet and political 
activist Keorapetse Kgositsile. The author maps 
the sources of Kgositsile’s transformative verse, 
which generated ‘poetics of possibility’ for his 
contemporaries -  including Maya Angelou, Larry 
Neal, Gwendolyn Brooks, Tom Dent, members 
of The Last Poets, Otabenga Jones & Associates, 
and rapper Earl Sweatshirt - who all looked 
to his work to model their identities, cultural 
movements and radical traditions.

£70.00/$105.00 February 2024
6 b/w illus., 216 pp., 234 x 156 mm
HB: 9781847012777
African Articulations
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LITERATURE /  SOCIETY

Anglophone African Detective 
Fiction 1940-2020
The State, the Citizen, and the 
Sovereign Ideal
MATTHEW J. CHRISTENSEN

Providing a survey of Anglophone African 
detective fiction, from the late 1940s to the 
present day, this study traces its history both 
as a literary form and a mode of critical 
exploration of the fraught sovereignties of the 
African state and its citizens.

African writers including Cyprian Ekwensi, 
Arthur Maimane, Adaora Lily Ulasi, Hilary 
Ng’weno, Unity Dow, Parker Bilal, and Angela 
Makholwa have repeatedly harnessed the 
detective story to interrogate postcolonial realities 
of selfhood and the state. This book argues that 
African writers have turned the detective story 
into a highly productive, while at the same time 
suspense-filled and entertaining, mode of social 
and political critique, first of colonialism and 
the independence era and latterly of neoliberal 
governance. Offering an overview of paradigmatic 
texts, from Ghana to Kenya and Sudan to South 
Africa, the book traces the contours of the history 
of Anglophone African detective fiction that is 
at once a cultural history of a uniquely African 
assessment of the ongoing problematics of 
sovereignty and decolonization.

£75.00/$110.00 March 2024
5 b/w illus., 240 pp., 234 x 156 mm
HB: 9781847013873
African Articulations

African Migration and the 
Novel
Exploring Race, Civil War, and 
Environmental Destruction
JACK TAYLOR

Examines how current novels dealing with 
African migration address social issues, 
immigrant subjectivity, and the politics of 
migration.

Explores pressing social and political issues such 
as racial identity, environmental devastation, 
human trafficking, and political violence through 
the lens of novels of African migration. The 
book details how authors develop “the migratory 
imagination”: the creative means mobilized within 
their novels to expose the reader to contemporary 
social issues.

£70.00/$99.00 April 2024
 224 pp., 229 x 152 mm
HB: 9781648250910
Rochester Studies in African History and the Diaspora

NOW IN PAPERBACK

The Politics of the Dead in 
Zimbabwe 2000-2020
Bones, Rumours & Spirits
JOOST FONTEIN

Innovative and challenging study that 
provides fresh insights on the anthropology of 
death and postcolonial politics.

In 1898, just before she was hanged for rebelling 
against colonial rule, Charwe Nyakasikana, spirit 
medium of the legendary ancestor Ambuya 
Nehanda, famously prophesised that ‘my bones 
will rise again’. A century later, bones, bodies 
and human remains have come to occupy an 
increasingly complex place in Zimbabwe’s 
postcolonial milieu. From ancestral “bones” rising 
again in the struggle for independence, and later 
land, to resurfacing bones of unsettled wardead; 
and from the troubling decaying remains of post-
independence gukurahundi.

Rights excluded: Southern Africa (South Africa, 
Namibia, Lesotho, Swaziland and Botswana): 
University of Johannesburg Press

£24.99/$36.95 October 2023
10 b/w illus., 366 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013644

JACK TAYLOR

AFRICAN 
MIGRATION 

AND THE 
NOVEL

EXPLORING RACE, 
CIVIL WAR, AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

DESTRUCTION
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PAPERBACK OF OPEN ACCESS

Migrants and Masculinity in 
High-Rise Nairobi
The Pressure of being a Man in an 
African City
MARIO SCHMIDT

Examines how young male migrants in 
urban Nairobi navigate the tension between 
expectations of success and repetitive failure

Pipeline is a low-income estate high-rise tenement 
settlement of Nairobi that draws migrants hoping 
to kick-start careers but who repeatedly see their 
aspirations shattered. This book looks at how 
male migrants model their financial, physical, and 
spiritual well-being in three different masculine 
spaces of contemporary Nairobi. It explores how 
men create and participate in masculine spaces 
and create a sense of brotherhood to help them 
through economic and personal success and 
failure.

£19.99/$29.95 February 2024
4 maps and 10 b/w illus., 184 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013521
Making & Remaking the African City: Studies in Urban 
Africa

NOW IN PAPERBACK

Pokot Pastoralism
Environmental Change and Socio-
Economic Transformation in North-
West Kenya
HAUKE-PETER VEHRS

Examines how pastoral peoples imagine, or 
even design, their futures under the pressure 
of changing environments and large-scale 
government projects.

This book traces the social and ecological 
transformation of the nomadic pastoralists in East 
Pokot in north-west Kenya over the past 200 years 
to show how modern challenges are linked to the 
past history and also shape perceptions of pastoral 
futures. Bringing a long view to the history of 
human-environmental relations, the author 
describes the different ecological processes, social 
transformation processes and the development 
efforts of the Kenyan government to use natural 
resources in the region.
Published in association with the Collaborative 
Research Centre FUTURE RURAL AFRICA, 
funded by the German Research Council (DFG).

£19.99/$29.95 May 2024
18 b/w, 12 line illus., 272 pp., 234 x 156 mm
PB: 9781847013767
Future Rural Africa

Performing Arts and Gender in 
Postcolonial Western Uganda
LINDA CIMARDI

Focusing on runyege, the main traditional 
performance genre of the Banyoro and 
Batooro people, this book explores the 
entanglement of traditional music, dance, and 
theater with gender and postcolonialism in 
Western Uganda.

Linda Cimardi examines the connection 
between traditional arts and gender in Western 
Uganda. The book focuses on runyege, the main 
performing genre of the Banyoro and Batooro 
people, exploring its different components of 
singing, instrument playing, dancing, and acting 
and identifying their complex relationships to 
gender models and expressions. Moving between 
analysis of old recordings, historical descriptions, 
and oral memories, the book engages in a 
comprehensive analysis of the postcolonial 
entanglement of arts and gender.

£105.00/$125.00 August 2023
12 music exx. and 36 b/w illus., 302 pp., 229 x 152 mm
HB: 9781648250323
Eastman/Rochester Studies Ethnomusicology
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NOW IN PAPERBACK

Opposing Apartheid on Stage
King Kong the Musical
TYLER FLEMING

A captivating account of an interracial jazz 
opera that took apartheid South Africa by 
storm and marked a turning point in the 
nation’s cultural history.

‘This is an extraordinarily rich and 
ambitious work, and quite unlike 
anything in recent African historiography. 
. . . Opposing Apartheid on Stage is a 
spectacular achievement and a pleasure 
to read.’ BENJAMIN N. LAWRANCE, 
AFRICAN STUDIES REVIEW

In 1959, King Kong, an interracial jazz opera, 
swept across South Africa receiving near-
universal acclaim across the country. The 
musical, its performers, and their combined 
legacies significantly shaped South African 
cultural history and global popular culture. 
Using the story of the jazz opera as a means to 
explore various aspects of South African cultural 
history, Opposing Apartheid on Stage unpacks the 
musical’s importance and historical significance.

£32.99/$39.95 March 2024
428 pp., 229 x 152 mm
PB: 9781648250798
Rochester Studies in African History and the Diaspora

intimate entanglements in the 

ethnography of performance: 
race, gender, vulnerability
EDITED BY SIDRA LAWRENCE AND 

MICHELLE KISLIUK

Offers expansive and intersecting 
understandings of erotic subjectivity, 
intimacy, and trauma in performance, 
in ethnography, and in institutional and 
disciplinary settings.

Racialized, gendered, and sexualized bodies 
profoundly shape how we perceive human 
interactions and systems of learning. Essays 
in this volume engage with approaches that 
critically centre the haptic body in articulating 
epistemologies of trauma that can impact our 
spiritual, physical, emotional, intellectual, 
and political lives while also generating 
transformational, emancipatory possibilities. 
Authors explore the sensory knowledge that is 
frequently left unacknowledged in ethnographic 
work.

£90.00/$105.00 April 2023
1 musical exx. and 5 b/w illus., 268 pp., 228 x 152 mm
HB: 9781648250637
Eastman/Rochester Studies Ethnomusicology

PUBLISH WITH US

We are always excited to hear 
about new book projects. 

Read about how we can work 
together to publish your book 

at boydellandbrewer.com/
publish-with-us
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FOLLOW US ON
TWITTER

@Boydell_Africa

Follow our dedicated African 
Studies Twitter account to 
keep up-to-date with our 
latest titles.

FOLLOW US ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA

@boydellandbrewer

@boydellbrewer

@boydellandbrewer

@boydell&brewer

MAILING LIST

Sign up to our mailing list to 
receive 30% off your order. 
You will also hear about 
our newest titles across all 
imprints, latest promotional 
discounts and blog posts.

30% OFF
EBOOKS

Libraries and institutions can order through all the major 
ebook aggregators. E-reader editions are available from 
www.boydellandbrewer.com and your favourite retailers. 

Subscribe at 

boydellandbrewer.com/blog

We’ll share insights from editors, sneak peeks into academic 
publishing, charming digressions from our authors, and 
background on our latest releases.

If you’re an author, editor or contributor and would like to 
write about your work we’d love to hear from you.



Partnered with


