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This extraordinary work of reference is the most 
comprehensive and complete study of one of the most 
turbulent and exciting political periods of British history:  
the English and British Civil Wars and their aftermath.

The 9-volume set contains MP biographies, accounts  
of elections in each constituency, and details of the  
work of parliament’s committees, as well as a narrative 
and analysis. 

	0 The most comprehensive and authoritative 
collection of information ever compiled concerning 
the political history of the English and British civil 
wars of 1640-1660

	0 The work of more than 30 years, and many authors

	0 Consists principally of detailed biographies of all of the 
more than 1800 men who were members of the House 
of Commons at Westminster during that period

	0 Includes accounts of politics and elections in each 
constituency returning members to parliament in 
England, Wales, Scotland and Ireland

	0 With an accompanying political narrative, and a full 
analysis of the biographies and constituency histories, 
written by scholars with unparalleled knowledge of 
the period

VOLUMES INCLUDED
Volume I: Introductory Survey and Appendices

Volume II: Constituencies: England, Wales, 	
Scotland, Ireland

Volume III: Members, A – Carew  

Volume IV: Members, Carey – Fettiplace  

Volume V: Members, Fielder – Hollister   

Volume VI: Members, Holman – Martyn  

Volume VII: Members, Marvell – Quicke  

Volume VIII: Members, Radclyffe – Thistlethwayte  

Volume IX: Members, Thomas – Yorke; Appendices
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Above: John Pym, the parliamentary leader of the early 
years of the Long Parliament: engraving by George Glover, 
after Edward Bower, 1644 (The History of Parliament)
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These volumes contain huge amounts of previously unknown 
information about the personalities and backgrounds of those involved 
in politics, with fresh and authoritative interpretations of their 
manoeuvrings and motivations.

They include new and closely researched interpretations of the lives of 
the great parliamentary leaders, among them Oliver Cromwell, John 
Pym and John Hampden. They include the charismatic and powerful 
men who were the backbone of the parliamentary regime such as Henry 
Marten, or the younger Sir Henry Vane; front-rank soldier politicians like 
John Lambert, Henry Ireton, or George Monck; and key polemicists such 
as William Prynne or Edward Hyde, as well as the lives of the multitudes 
of lesser known, lower status figures who came to prominence and 
entered national politics through service in the military or administrative 
roles in the parliamentary war effort.

The committee articles expose for the first time the administrative 
machinery of Parliament’s war effort, together with the factional struggles 
of those involved.

Given the detail and comprehensiveness of the biographies, the work will 
be vital not only for political historians, but for military, literary, social 
and economic historians of the period; while the constituency histories 
make a major contribution to local histories across the British Isles.

EDITOR
STEPHEN K. ROBERTS has been an Editor at the History of Parliament 
since 1997 and was Director 2018-2020. He has published extensively 
on British history 1640-1660, especially on matters of government and 
society. He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society, the Society of 
Antiquaries of London and the Learned Society of Wales. He is currently 
an honorary professor at University College London.
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SAMPLE PAGE

Top left: The House of Lords and the House of Commons in 1643, the frontispiece from An 
Exact Collection of all Remonstrances … and other Remarkable Passages between the 
King’s most Excellent Majesty and his High Court of Parliament (London, 1643) (The 
History of Parliament)

Excerpt from Vol 2, page 479 – The entry on Oliver Cromwell
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EBOOK
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Available via EBSCOhost, ProQuest 
EBook Central, Cambridge Core 

and JSTOR. Also available as 
individual volumes.
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