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The Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths, commonly 
known as the Goldsmiths’ Company, is one of the 
twelve Great Livery Companies of the City of London. 
Its Register of Deeds contains an array of documents 
dealing mainly with its property holdings. With the 
loss of the originals, the Register has become the 
sole original evidence of the Goldsmiths’ Company’s 
property acquisitions from the reign of King Richard I 
to the seventeenth century.
Deeds, wills and legal documents are presented here 
with full explicatory annotation, making accessible 
an incredibly rich array of material that has never yet 
been fully utilised by historians.

Published price for print and ebook editions: £450/$650
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WHAT DO THE 
DOCUMENTS REVEAL?

They provide information on a vast range of buildings in 
medieval and Tudor London and their use as personal or 
business premises. Here are revealing details of houses, homes 
and businesses, tenements, taverns, and others, along with 
details of their inhabitants, sometimes including precise details 
of their belongings. 

The deeds, along with wills which bequeathed property, 
reveal much about the precise location of properties and their 
inhabitants and help to present a social history of the time. 
For instance, charitable purposes were often the reason for 
monies or property bequeathed to the Goldsmiths, sometimes 
of an educational nature, or of almsgiving to the poor, or for 
the training and support of young goldsmiths and silversmiths. 
Many documents concern women, either acting solely in their 
own name or jointly with a husband, sometimes also appearing 
as daughters or sisters, and ample evidence appears of how 
much better their legal position was during the Middle Ages 
than it became later.

The Name Index, the Subject and Place Index, and the List 
of Contents will lead readers and researchers to relevant 
documents, and annotations have been provided throughout 
both to explicate unclear words, phrases, or allusions, to give 
references to other relevant material, or to suggest further 
reading on a matter.

These previously hidden sources will help to rewrite a social, 
legal, and economic history of medieval and Tudor London.

KEY POINTS
 An edition of all the original texts, which have been dated 
from internal evidence and annotated when necessary with 
further information.

 A full translation of all Latin and French texts into modern 
English, again with dates and annotations. The later texts in 
English have been annotated where necessary for archaic 
words or phrases.

 A detailed Name Index, which provides access to any and all 
appearances of everyone mentioned in the documents and 
the reasons for each appearance.

 A full Subject and Place Index, which will for the first time 
provide historians with an entry and guide to the many 
(sometimes unexpected) matters that appear.

 A full introductory description of the manuscript, with 
notes on the scribes who wrote it. The edition also notes at 
the relevant points where the scribal hand changes, as well as 
notable points about the layout etc of the text.

 An introductory survey of property holding and property 
conveyancing in the Middle Ages in England, with an 
explanation of the types and varieties of deeds met with in 
the Register.

 Includes many notes that will guide readers and researchers 
to other documents in the archives of the Goldsmiths’ 
Company as well as to published sources. 393r in its original form in the Register and translated in the edition
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226 JEWYN GARDEN f. 117r

f. 117r

f. 117r–117v

[f. 117v]

cloth-cutter, Richard de Mora, Alan Claunag, John, clerk, Master Moses, Elias “Episcopus”,1 
Salomon “Episcopus”, Hagym2 son of Moses, Cresse son of Moses, Cok son of Aaron, Samuel 
Blund, Cresse son of Genta, Leo son of Preciuse, Jews, and others.

Permission granted by Dean of St Paul’s to Master Elias [n.d. (1263–67)]

To all who may see or hear this document, G. de Fering,3 Dean of the church of St Paul’s, 
London, Greetings. Know that we have granted and by this our present deed have confirmed 
to Master Elias, Jew, and the other Jews of the city and of the community of London, a certain 
garden plot in our soke4 without Cripplegate, London, which the aforesaid Jews have and hold 
in the aforesaid soke from the tenement of Robert de Uggele, citizen of London and our tenant, 
to have and to hold and to bury in that aforesaid plot of land as they wish both the damned and 
those not damned,5 freely, quit and in peace in perpetuity, without any gainsaying or disturbance 
from us or ours. In testimony of which we have had our seal affixed to the present deed.

Grant by Robert & Tiphania de Oggele to Jacob of Oxford [n.d. (1268)]

May those present and future know that I, Robert de Oggelle, and Tiphania my wife, have given, 
granted and by this our present deed have confirmed to Jacob of Oxford, Jew,6 and [f. 117v] to 
the whole community of Jews in England, for twenty-five marks silver which the said Jacob 
has given into our hands as gersum payment, a certain part of a curtilage of ours with trees and 
its other appurtenances which we had in the parish of St Giles in the suburb of London without 
Cripplegate. And it lies lengthwise between our land belonging to the same curtilage and the 
cemetery of the said Jews towards the west, and it contains 46 ells measured by the iron ells 
of our Lord the King of England, without any inches. In the higher part towards the east it lies 
breadthwise between the land of Stephen the cloth-cutter to the south and the land of the new 
hospital of London7 to the north, and it contains 34 ells measured by the same ells. In its lower 
part towards the west, similarly breadthwise, it lies between the garden of the perpetual dean of 
St Paul’s London towards the north and the cemetery of the said Jews towards the south, and 
contains 26¾ ells measured by the aforesaid ells, as the boundary markers placed all around it 
on every side demarcate. To have and to hold all the aforesaid part of the above named curtilage 
by the said Jacob the Jew and the whole community of Jews in England from us and our heirs 
freely, quit, well and in peace, in fee and inheritance, in perpetuity. Paying annually for it to 
us and our heirs one clove of gillyflower at the Feast of Michaelmas for all services, customs, 
exactions and secular demands. And I, the aforesaid Robert, and Tiphania my wife and our heirs 
will warrant, acquit and by the aforesaid services will defend against all men and women all 
the aforesaid part of the curtilage aforesaid with its appurtenances to the aforesaid Jacob the 
Jew and to the whole community of the said Jews in perpetuity. And in order that this our gift, 
grant, warranty, acquittance, defence and confirmation by this present deed shall always be firm 
and stable we have strengthened it by the impression of our seals. Witnessed by Sir Thomas de 
Ippegrave, knight, then Mayor of London,8 Walter Hervy and William de Dunolm then sheriffs 

1 i.e. Rabbi. Also found as “Elias le Eveske”, and as “Archpresbyter”, 1243–57 but an apostate in 1259. 
2 Usually spelt Hagin (the Hebrew form of “Vives”).
3 Geoffrey de Fering is listed as Dean of St Paul’s 1263–67.
4 “A district under a particular jurisdiction” (OED); “the area within which a lord’s court has jurisdiction” (DMLBS).
5 Cecil Roth has interpreted the Latin as meaning “even those condemned to death”, and Hillaby, The Palgrave 

Dictionary, p. 90 suggests that this proviso arose from problems over a case in 1236 when a man hanged for a 
crime was refused burial in Winchester.

6 There were several men named thus, and this is probably the man known as Jacob le Eveske, or Cohen, son of 
Benedict le Eveske and brother of Elias le Eveske (Archpresbyter 1243–57). Jacob was also referred to as Jacob 
the clerk, and was the chirographer of London. There is another man referred to as Jacob of Oxford, Jacob son 
of Magister Moses: see Roth, The Jews of Medieval Oxford (references via index).

7 The Hospital of St Mary without Bishopsgate.
8 Warden of London in 1268.

SPECIAL PRE-PUBLICATION PRICE (print only): £395/$575 




