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The Derek Brewer Essay Prize 
 
 
Submissions are now warmly invited for the inaugural Derek Brewer Essay Prize, offered in 
memory of the distinguished medievalist and founder of the D.S. Brewer publishing imprint, 
part of Boydell and Brewer Ltd. The Prize will be awarded annually for an as-yet unpublished 
scholarly paper based upon original research on an Arthurian topic within the broad remit of 
Arthurian Literature.  
 
Candidates for the Prize are normally expected to be either doctoral students in a recognised 
institution of Higher Learning, or within two years of having completed a doctorate (from the 
date the degree was awarded). The paper should be written in English, between 7,000 and 
8,000 words in length (including footnotes), and be prepared according to MHRA Style.  
 
The winning paper will be awarded a prize of either £150 in cash or £300 of Boydell & Brewer 
books, in addition to publication in Arthurian Literature. It is a condition of the Prize that the 
paper be submitted for exclusive publication in Arthurian Literature.  
 
Candidates should send a covering letter, an abstract (between 200 and 250 words) of their 
paper, and their entry itself, to both editors, Dr Megan G. Leitch and Prof. K. S. Whetter, as 
an email attachment to LeitchM@cardiff.ac.uk and kevin.whetter@acadiau.ca, with the 
three documents combined into one file. The letter should make a statement as to the 
originality of the work; an indication of how the candidate qualifies for entry to the 
competition; agreement to the terms of the Prize competition; and name, postal address, 
email address, and institutional details. 
 
The entries will be judged by a selection committee composed of members of Arthurian 
Literature’s editorial board; their decision will be final and no correspondence will be entered 
into. The board reserves the right not to make an award should no essay of sufficient quality 
be entered in a given year. 
 
Entries for the first Prize should be submitted by 31 March 2022; the winner will be 
announced in May 2022, and the essay will be published in the 2023 issue of Arthurian 
Literature. 
 
 
 




