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VOTE WITH A BULLET
Assassination in American Fiction
SASCHA PÖHLMANN

Summary

Conceptualizes the genre of American assassination fiction as a dramatization
of the tension between individualism and mass society in US culture.

Description

Vote with a Bullet is the first systematic study of assassination in American
fiction. It argues that the genre symbolically condenses the larger conflict
between individual and society that has been especially contested in the
democratic culture of the US. Starting with Henry James's The Princess
Casamassima (1886) and ending with Noah Hawley's The Good Father (2012),
the chapters analyze twelve works ranging from canonical classics to popular
genre fiction and connects them to themes such as hegemonic masculinity,
whiteness, political choice, agency panic, subjectivity, and conspiracy theory.
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BÉLA BARTÓK IN ITALY
The Politics of Myth-Making
NICOLÒ PALAZZETTI

Summary

Examines the reputation of the Hungarian musician Béla Bartók (1881-1945) as
an antifascist hero.

Description

Investigating the reception of Bartok's music in Italy from the early twentieth
century through Mussolini's fascist regime and into the early Cold War, this
book argues that the 'Bartókian Wave'. was the result of the fusion of the Bartók
myth as the 'musician of freedom' and the Cold War narrative of an Italian
national regeneration. Such a potent fusion, Palazzetti contends, had its twin
origins in the soundscape of the fascist regime and the Resistenza. The wider
context of this study further touches upon the broader themes of fascist cultural
policies, cultural resistance, music and diplomacy, and the ambivalent political
usage of modernist music.
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THE MILITARY PAPERS OF FIELD
MARSHAL SIR CLAUDE AUCHINLECK,
VOLUME 1: 1940-42
TIMOTHY BOWMAN

Summary

Key documents relating to Auchinleck's career up to the First Battle of El
Alamein in July 1942, including his time as Commander-in-Chief of the Indian
Army and of the Middle East Theatre.

Description

The outbreak of war in 1939 saw the then Lieutenant General Claude Auchinleck
recalled from India to take command of the newly formed 4 Corps. Between
April and June 1940 he commanded British troops in the ill-fated Norway
campaign. He then returned to India and started some much needed reforms of
what was still, very much, a 'colonial army' before becoming C in C Middle East
in June 1941. Here Auchinleck faced many challenges in commanding a multi-
national force, complicated by the demands of an anxious Winston Churchill
who desperately wanted to show his allies and the British public a major victory.
Auchinleck is open to the charges that he did not fully understand armoured
warfare, however he did manage to fight Axis forces to a standstill at the First
Battle of El Alamein in July 1942 before being replaced. This volume is based
on the Auchinleck papers held in the John Rylands Library at the University of
Manchester.
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MIDDLE ENGLISH BIBLICAL POETRY
Romance, Audience and Tradition
CATHY HUME

Summary

A new analysis of the neglected genre of medieval Biblical poetry.

Description

Medieval England had a thriving culture of rewriting the Bible in art, drama, and
literature in Latin, French and English. Middle English biblical poetry was
central to this culture, and although these poems have suffered from critical
neglect, sometimes dismissed as mere "paraphrase", they are rich, innovative and
politically engaged. Read in the same gentry and noble households as secular
romance, biblical poems borrow and adapt romance plots and motifs,present
romance-inflected exotic settings, and share similar concerns: reputation, order,
family and marriage.
This book explores six poems from the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries that
retell episodes from the Old Testament, including Patience and Cleanness. It
identifies new sources and influences for the poems; looks at their relationships
with contemporary cultures of literature and religion; and offers new readings.
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FROM REBELS TO RULERS
Writing Legitimacy in the Early Sokoto State
PAUL NAYLOR

Summary

A reinterpretation of the history of Sokoto that provides a new assessment of its
leaders and their visions for the Muslim state.

Key Points

Innovative study of Sokoto rule which will make an important contribution
to Islamic and Religious Studies in Africa.

Sokoto is now an essential element of most introductory courses to Islam
in Africa but there have been no major studies of Sokoto since the late
1960s.

With the rise of Boko Haram, there is fresh interest in northern Nigeria
and its history: Sokoto and its legacy has profound significance and
relevance in today's Nigeria, and in the surrounding region

Sokoto studies' is not only studied in Nigeria but across the neighbouring
countries of Niger, Burkina Faso, Togo, Benin, Chad and Cameroon, which
all formed a part of Sokoto's territories, as well as in Britain and the
Western world.

Scholars in the fields of global Islamic fundamentalism and security
studies are becoming interested in the history of Sokoto because of the
frequent references to the 'Sokoto Caliphate' in Boko Haram propaganda

Description

Sokoto was the largest and longest lasting of West Africa's nineteenth-century
Muslim empires. The jihad's leaders - Usman dan Fodio, his brother Abdullahi
and his son, Muhammad Bello (known collectively as the Fodiawa) - left behind
a vast written record. However, current narratives pay little attention to the
formative role these texts played in the creation of Sokoto as we know it. Far
from being unified around a single concept of Muslim statecraft, the author
demonstrates how divided these men were about what Sokoto could and should
be, and the various discursive strategies they used to enrol local societies into
their vision. Based on a close analysis of the sources (some appearing in
English translation for the first time), the author restores agency to Sokoto's
leaders as individuals with different goals, characters and methods. The author
also shows how revolutionary religious movements gain legitimacy, and how the
kind of legitimacy they claim changes as they move from rebels to rulers.
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MARIKANA
A People's History
JULIAN BROWN

Summary

In-depth account of the Marikana massacre, based on the voices of the miners
and their families themselves, from the build up to the strike to attempts to hold
the state to account and its lasting significance.
Jacana: Southern Africa (South Africa, Namibia, Lesotho, Swaziland and
Botswana).

Key Points

Provides by far the most detailed and accurate account of the Marikana
massacre - which was and is a major pivotal event in South Africa's recent
labour and political history - and the the actions that led up to it

Draws on interviews with the families of the deceased miners, and the
legal teams who represented the families in the Commission and in their
further litigation, which brings the social conditions and the massacre
itself vividly to life, as well as the substantial archive of evidence
accumulated during the Marikana Commission of Inquiry.

Should become required reading for courses in African History, South
African History, African Politics, Modern Political History, History of
Labour, History of Violence, Postcolonialism, Political Science, History
and politics of political protest and dissent. It is written in such a way as to
be useable in undergraduate teaching, and to be approachable to as wide an
audience as possible.

Description

On 16 August 2012, the South African police - at the encouragement of mining
capital, and with the support of the political state - intervened to end a week-
long strike at the Lonmin platinum mine in Marikana, shooting dead 34 men, and
injuring hundreds more. None posed a threat to any police officer. While this
internationally significant event has been subject to studies of global politics
and labour relations, this book, for the first time, places the theperspective of
the miners at the heart of the history. Placing the strike in the context of South
Africa's long history of racial and economic exclusion, explaining how the
miners came to be in Marikana, how their lives were ordinarily lived, and the
substance of their complaints, the author shows how the strike developed from
an initial gathering into a mass movement of morethan 3,000 workers. Drawing
on interviews with strikers and their families, Brown tells the stories of those
who embarked on the strike, those who were killed, and the attempts of the
families of the deceased to identify and burytheir dead and the subsequent
Commission of Inquiry as well as the solidarity politics that have emerged
since.
Jacana: Southern Africa (South Africa, Namibia, Lesotho, Swaziland and
Botswana).
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SAINTS' LEGENDS IN MEDIEVAL
SARUM BREVIARIES
A Catalogue and Studies
SHERRY L REAMES

Summary

Comprehensive catalogue of the hagiographical lessons in Sarum breviaries,
with key studies of the most crucial elements.

Description

Sarum Use was the most widely used form of the liturgy in late medieval
England, but its service books were much less standardized than their modern
counterparts. The lack of uniformity is particularly marked in Sarum
breviaries'lessons on saints, which can vary enormously from copy to copy. This
book is the first comprehensive examination of those lessons and the
manuscripts that preserve them. It provides a catalogue of over 80 manuscripts
and 12 earlyprinted versions, giving a brief description of each one. This is
followed by studies of the key aspects of the lessons.
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SAINTS, CURE-SEEKERS AND
MIRACULOUS HEALING IN TWELFTH-
CENTURY ENGLAND
RUTH J. SALTER

Summary

Traces the journey from ill health to miraculous cure through the lens of
hagiographical texts from twelfth-century England.

Key Points

Focuses on localized saints' cults and a select group of cure-seekers
who sought holy healing via the saints

Brings together the studies of medieval healthcare and cure-seeking
pilgrimage to explore the processes and experiences of securing
miraculous healing

Takes an in-depth look at cure-seeking pilgrimage practices in a
century of change within the Church and within Western medicine

Description

The cults of the saints were central to the medieval Church. These holy men and
women acted as patrons and protectors to the religious communities who
housed their relics and to the devotees who requested their assistance in
petitioning God for a miracle. Among the collections of posthumous miracle
stories, miracula, accounts of holy healing feature prominently and depict cure-
seekers successfully securing their desired remedy for a range of ailments and
afflictions. What can these miracle accounts tell us of the cure-seekers'
experiences of their journey from ill health to recovery, and how was healthcare
presented in these sources?
This book aims to answer these questions via an in-depth study of the
miraculous cure-seeking process, considering Latin miracle accounts produced
in twelfth-century England, a time both when saints' cults flourished and there
was an increasing transmission and dissemination of classical and Arabic
medical works.
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