
ETHIOPIAN STUDIES 2014 
FOUNDATIONS OF AN  
AFRICAN CIVILISATION 
Aksum and the northern Horn, 1000 BC–AD 1300                                                   
DAVID W. PHILLIPSON

This book focuses on the pre-Aksumite and Aksumite 
states of the first millennium AD in northern Ethiopia 
and southern Eritrea, their development, florescence 
and eventual transformation into the so-called 
medieval civilisation of Christian Ethiopia. It applies 
a common methodology, utilising archaeology, art 
history, written documents and oral tradition from 
a wide variety of sources; the result is a far greater 
emphasis on continuity than previous studies have 
revealed. It is thus a major re-interpretation of a key 
development in Ethiopia’s past, while raising and 
discussing methodological issues of the relationship 

between archaeology and other historical disciplines; these issues, which 
have theoretical significance extending far beyond Ethiopia, are discussed  
in full.
Cloth: List Price: $70.00/£40.00; August 2012; 9781847010414 
Paper: List Price: $29.95/£16.99; April 2014; 9781847010889 
eBook: 9781846158735 
52 b/w & 35 line illus.; 304 pp. 

THE QUEST FOR SOCIALIST UTOPIA 
The Ethiopian Student Movement, c. 1960–1974                                               
BAHRU ZEWDE

In the second half of the 1960s and the early 1970s, 
the Ethiopian student movement emerged as the 
major opposition to the imperial regime in Ethiopia, 
contributing perhaps more than any other factor 
to the eruption of the 1974 revolution. The student 
movement would be of fundamental importance in 
the shaping of the future Ethiopia.

Bahru Zewde, himself one of the students involved in 
the uprising, draws on interviews with former student 
leaders and activists, as well as documentary sources, 
to describe the steady radicalisation of the movement, 

characterised particularly after 1965 by annual demonstrations against the 
regime and culminating in the ascendancy of Marxism-Leninism by the 
early 1970s. Almost in tandem with the global student movement, the year 
1969 marked the climax of student opposition to the imperial regime, both 
at home and abroad. On the eve of the revolution, the student movement 
abroad split into two rival factions; a split that was ultimately to lead to the 
liquidation of both and the consolidation of military dictatorship as well as 
the emergence of the ethno-nationalist agenda as the only viable alternative 
to the military regime.
List Price: $90.00/£50.00; January 2014; 9781847010858  
eBook: 9781782042600 
13 b/w & 3 line illus.; 320 pp, cloth ETHIOPIA 

The Last Two Frontiers                                                
JOHN MARKAKIS

The author of numerous works on Ethiopia, Markakis 
presents here an overarching, concise historical profile 
of a momentous effort to integrate a multicultural 
empire into a modern nation state. The concept 
of nation state formation provides the analytical 
framework within which this process unfolds and the 
changes of direction it takes under different regimes, 
as well as a standard for assessing its progress and 
shortcomings at each stage.

Over a century old, the process is still far from 
completion and its ultimate success is far from certain. 

In the author’s view, there are two major obstacles that need to be overcome, 
two frontiers that need to be crossed to reach the desired goal. The first is 
the monopoly of power inherited from the empire builders and zealously 
guarded ever since by a ruling class of Abyssinian origin. The descendants  
of the people subjugated by the empire builders remain excluded from 
power, breeding political instability and violent conflict. The second frontier 
is the arid lowlands on the margins of the state, where the process of 
integration has not yet reached, and where resistance to it is greatest. Until 
this frontier is crossed, the Ethiopian state will not have the secure borders 
that a mature nation state requires.

Essential reading for all who want to understand how the Ethiopian  
empire arrived at its present configuration. LEEDS AFRICAN  
STUDIES BULLETIN
List Price: $34.95/£19.99; August 2013; 9781847010742 
12 line illus.; 400 pp, paper 

A VICTORIAN GENTLEMAN AND ETHIOPIAN 
NATIONALIST 
The Life and Times of Hakim Wärqenäh, Dr. Charles Martin                                      
PETER P. GARRETSON

Hakim Wärqenäh Eshäté (Dr Charles Martin), born 
into a family of Ethiopian aristocrats but adopted by a 
British officer and raised in India, played a significant 
role in influencing medicine, education and economic 
development in Ethiopia throughout the first half 
of the 20th century. This is the first full biography of 
Martin, a man of overlapping identities as a world 
citizen, a citizen of the British empire and an Ethiopian 
nationalist.  He was a major progressive force in 
Ethiopia, played a significant role as a spokesman for 
the African diaspora during the 1930s, became an 

elder statesman in Ethiopia in the 1940s, and his extended family (and many 
of those he mentored) had a major impact on modern Ethiopian history.

Students of Ethiopian history are greatly indebted to Garretson for this 
comprehensive account of the life of a unique member of a fascinating 
generation of Ethiopian intellectuals. JOURNAL OF AFRICAN HISTORY
List Price: $95.00/£55.00; June 2012; 9781847010445  
eBook: 9781846159688 
8 b/w & 2 line illus.; 336 pp, cloth
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ETHIOPIAN STUDIES 2014
ALLIANCE OF THE COLORED PEOPLES 
Ethiopia and Japan before World War II   
J. CALVITT CLARKE III

Before World War II many Ethiopians turned to Japan for 
inspiration as the leader of the world’s colored peoples and 
protector against European colonialism. ‘Yellow’ Japanese 
and ‘black’ Ethiopian collaboration before World War 
II illuminates the pernicious and flexible use of race in 
international diplomacy. Italians used race to justify their 
actions as defending western and ‘white’ civilisation. The 
Japanese used race to explain their tilt toward Ethiopia. 
The Soviets used race to justify their support for Italy until 

late 1935. Ethiopia used race to attract help, and ‘colored’ peoples worldwide 
rallied to Ethiopia’s call.
List Price: $90.00/£50.00; December 2011; 9781847010438  
eBook: 9781782040101 
216 pp, cloth 

MOVING PEOPLE IN ETHIOPIA 
Development, Displacement and the State                                                  
Edited by ALULA PANKHURST & FRANÇOIS PIGUET

The recent history of conflict in the Horn of Africa has 
led to large-scale population movements of refugees, 
returnees, internally displaced groups and demobilized 
soldiers; drought and food insecurity have led to state-led 
resettlement programmes. This book is the first to bring 
together studies of these different types of displacement in 
Ethiopia and analyse them in relation to each other.

The topic of this book is so important for present-day 
Ethiopia that its publication can be said to be overdue.  

             AETHIOPICA
List Price: $80.00/£45.00; June 2009; 9781847016133 
eBook: 9781846157462 
1 line  illus.; 344 pp, cloth 

ISLAM AND ETHNICITY IN NORTHERN 
KENYA AND SOUTHERN ETHIOPIA 
GÜNTHER SCHLEE with ABDULLAHI A. SHONGOLO

The recent ethnic violence in Kenya has been preceded by a 
process of territorialization and politicization of ethnicity. This 
study examines a marginalized part of Kenya, the semi-arid 
north inhabited by pastoralists of three language groups - 
speakers of Oromo, Somali, and Rendille. It spans different 
periods of time, from early processes of ethnic differentiation 
between groups, through the colonial period when differences 
were reflected in administrative policies, to recent times, when 
global minority discourses, particularly those related to Islam, 

are tapped by local political agents and ethnic entrepreneurs. A companion to 
Pastoralism and Politics in Northern Kenya and Southern Ethiopia, this book is 
based on over thirty years of field research and synthesizes findings from history 
and political anthropology.
List Price: $70.00/£40.00; March 2012; 9781847010469  
eBook: 9781782042150 
22 b/w & 24 line illus.; 200 pp, cloth

RADICALISM AND CULTURAL DISLOCATION 
IN ETHIOPIA, 1960–1974 
MESSAY KEBEDE

During the 1960s and early 1970s, a majority of Ethiopian 
students and intellectuals adopted a Marxist-Leninist 
ideology with fanatic fervor. The leading force in an 
uprising against the imperial regime of Emperor Haile 
Selassie, they played a decisive role in the rise of a Leninist 
military regime. In this original study, Messay Kebede 
examines the sociopolitical and cultural factors that 
contributed to the radicalization of the educated elite in 
Ethiopia, and how this phenomenon contributed to the 
country’s uninterrupted political crises and economic          

                setbacks since the Revolution of 1974. 

This book will be of interest to several audiences.  Specialists will welcome it 
as a provocative theorization of a critical period in the region’s intellectual 
history . . . But Kebede also engages larger questions in African intellectual 
history, and this work is of particular interest as a study of the encounter 
between traditional knowledge and modernity. . . . This is a rich work 
that succeeds in situating a remarkable chapter in Ethiopian history in 
a broader, comparative context. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 
AFRICAN HISTORICAL STUDIES
List Price: $80.00/£55.00; November 2008; 9781580462914; 256 pp, cloth

PASTORALISM AND POLITICS IN NORTHERN 
KENYA AND SOUTHERN ETHIOPIA 
GÜNTHER SCHLEE & ABDULLAHI A. SHONGOLO

Focuses on pastoralism, politics, policies, and development 
in northern Kenya and southern Ethiopia.  It is based on 
anthropological field research over a period of thirty-four 
years and attempts a synthesis of historical findings and 
political anthropology, including studies carried out from 
a perspective of development intervention.  Presenting 
a detailed ethnographic view of recent events of ethnic 
violence in Kenya, the authors analyse how local patterns 
of conflict among pastoralists were influenced by both 

national and regional politics, which have encouraged an increased tendency 
of territorialized ethnicity.  The authors then discuss ways of getting out of 
the ethnic trap and revitalizing a mobile livestock economy in a region where 
other forms of land use are impossible or much less effective. A companion 
volume to Islam and Ethnicity in Northern Kenya and Southern Ethiopia, 
it will be of particular interest to political anthropologists, students of 
nomadism, pastoral economy ecology, and globalization.
List Price: $50.00/£30.00; February 2012; 9781847010360  
eBook: 9781782042143 
8 b/w  & 3 line illus.; 192 pp, cloth

THE ETHIOPIAN RED TERROR TRIALS 
Transitional Justice Challenged 
Edited by KJETIL TRONVOLL, CHARLES SCHAEFER 
& GIRMACHEW ALEMU ANEME

The unique approach of this book is the  
multi-disciplinary framework that goes beyond a mere 
juridical analysis of the conduct of the Red Terror trials to 
understand the trials’ broader social and political impact. 
It is the first comprehensive analysis of the trials, filling a 
glaring void in studies on Ethiopia and transitional justice.

Is bound to raise awareness of an otherwise ignored 
historic courtroom drama. [It is] a solid, luminous, and 
timely work, a must-read for all Ethiopianists, especially 

for human rights advocates and policy analysts. INTERNATIONAL 
JOURNAL OF ETHIOPIAN STUDIES
List Price: $29.95/£16.99; April 2009; 9781847013200  
eBook: 9781846157233 
176 pp, paper 
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ETHIOPIAN STUDIES 2014
LIVING TERRACES IN ETHIOPIA 
Konso Landscape, Culture and Development  
ELIZABETH E. WATSON

Taking a period of approximately a hundred years, Living 
Terraces is both an ethnography and history of the terraces 
of Konso in southern Ethiopia. It traces the way Konso 
agriculture and landscape has been produced and managed 
in close relationship with broader changes in Konso political 
and cultural lives. In shedding new light on the relationships 
between landscapes, livelihoods, culture and development, the 
book demonstrates the embeddedness of social institutions in 
areas of social, cultural, religious and political life, showing that 

social institutions cannot easily be abstracted, replicated or used instrumentally 
for development purposes. The result is a call for an approach to social 
institutions, so vital to development, which centralizes a study of culture, history 
and power.

Raises critical issues for research in indigenous knowledge and practices in 
developing societies. AFRICAN STUDIES REVIEW
List Price: $80.00/£45.00; September 2009; 9781847010056  
eBook: 9781846157417 
35 b/w  & 8 line illus.; 256 pp, cloth 

WAR AND THE POLITICS OF IDENTITY IN 
ETHIOPIA 
The Making of Enemies and Allies in the Horn of Africa 
KJETIL TRONVOLL

Images of war, narratives of suffering and ideas of ethnicity are 
intrinsically linked to Western perceptions of Africa. Filtered 
through international media the information of African 
wars is confined to narrow explanations emerging from and 
adapted to a Western history and culture. This book aims at 
reversing this process; to look at war and suffering from the 
point of view of those who fight it and suffer through it.

A methodical, original, and highly informed account of the 
contested political identities that have marked Africa’s second 

most populous country in the past two decades...deserves the attention of all 
students of contemporary Ethiopian (and Eritrean) politics...provides critical 
insights for scholars interested in the ethnography of war, nationalism, and 
border studies in Africa. AFRICAN AFFAIRS
List Price: $70.00/£40.00; April 2009; 9781847016126  
eBook: 9781846157769 
1 line illus.; 256 pp, cloth 

OF RELATED INTEREST

REGIONAL INTEGRATION, IDENTITY  
AND CITIZENSHIP IN THE GREATER HORN  
OF AFRICA 
Edited by KIDANE MENGISTEAB & REDIE BEREKETEAB
List Price: $50.00/£30.00; November 2012; 9781847010582 
eBook: 9781782040415 
6 line illus.; 280 pp, cloth

WOMEN’S AUTHORITY AND SOCIETY IN 
EARLY EAST-CENTRAL AFRICA 
CHRISTINE SAIDI
List Price: $95.00/£55.00; March 2010; 9781580463270 
eBook: 9781580467575 
4 b/w & 8 line illus.; 208 pp, cloth 

BORDERS AND BORDERLANDS AS 
RESOURCES IN THE HORN OF AFRICA 
Edited by DEREJE FEYISSA & MARKUS VIRGIL HOEHNE
List Price: $70.00/£40.00; June 2010; 9781847010186 
eBook: 9781846158100 
7 line illus.;  224 pp, cloth

WOMEN’S LAND RIGHTS AND 
PRIVATIZATION IN EASTERN AFRICA 
Edited by BIRGIT ENGLERT & ELIZABETH DALEY
List Price: $34.95/£19.99; December 2008; 9781847016119 
eBook: 9781846156809 
1 line illus.; 192 pp, paper 
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