
a f r i c a n

literature
A Companion to  
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
Edited by ERNEST N.  EMENYONU                      

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie has bridged gaps 
and introduced new motifs and narrative styles 
which have energized contemporary African 
fiction since her first novel, Purple Hibiscus 
(2003). With Half of a Yellow Sun (2007) and The 
Thing Around Your Neck – Short Stories (2009), 
she established herself as a preeminent story-
teller. Americanah (2013) fuses ingenious 
craftsmanship with extravagant and versatile 
narrative innovations. She has made herself 

relevant to people of all ages – across racial and linguistic boundaries. 
Her talks, blogs, musings on social media, essays and commentaries, 
workshop-mentoring for budding young writers, lecture circuit 
discourses, all enrich her imaginative creativity as they expand and 
define her mission as a writer. “We Should All be Feminists” she 
proclaimed in an essay, giving feminism a “tweak and twist” and 
suggesting new outlooks in literary theory. 
£25.00/$90.00 April 2017
978 1 84701 162 6, library e-book 978 1 78204 950 0
312pp, 23.4 x 15.6, HB

Africa-only paperback edition: £19.99, April 2017, 978 1 84701 163 3

A Companion to Mia Couto
Edited by GRANT HAMILTON  
& DAVID HUDDART                       

A major voice in World literature, Couto was 
shortlisted for the Man Booker International Prize 
in 2015. This book brings together key scholars of 
his work who examine Couto’s contemporary 
writing as a novelist, short story writer, poet, and 
essayist. There are contributions on his work in 
ecology, theatre and journalism, and Mozambican 
nationalist politics. They also engage with the 
significance of Couto’s writing to contemporary 
discussions of African and World literature.

£45.00/$90.00 September 2016
978 1 84701 145 9
library e-book 978 1 78204 821 3
e-book 978 1 78204 889 3
255pp, 23.4 x 15.6, HB

Africa-only paperback edition: £17.99, September 2016, 978 1 84701 154 1

Writing the Nigeria-Biafra War
Edited by TOYIN FALOLA  
& O GECHUKWU EZEKWEM                       

This volume discusses the trends and 
methodologies in fictional and non-fictional 
writings on the Nigeria-Biafra war. It is the first to 
analyse in detail the intellectual and historical 
circumstances that helped to shape these often 
contentious civil war texts. The contributors 
examine writers’ and protagonists’ use of 
contemporary published texts as a means of 
continued resistance and justification of the war, 
the problems of objectivity encountered in 

memoirs and how authors’ backgrounds and sources determine the 
kinds of biases that influenced their interpretations, including the 
gendered divisions in Nigeria-Biafra War scholarship. By initiating a 
dialogue on the civil war literature, this volume engages a much-
needed discourse on the problems confronting a culturally diverse 
post-war Nigeria.
£50.00/$90.00 July 2016
978 1 84701 144 2
library e-book 978 1 78204 773 5
511pp, 23.4 x 15.6, HB

Reading Nuruddin Farah
The individual, the novel & the idea of home
F.  FIONA MO OLLA                        

A close analysis of Farah’s novels is used to track 
the contradictions implicit in the notion of the 
modern, disengaged self and how 
transformations of the novel in literary history 
attempt to negotiate this founding contradiction.
South Africa and Zimbabwe (pb only): Blue Weaver

£45.00/$80.00 March 2014
978 1 84701 091 9, library e-book 978 1 78204 238 9, e-book 978 1 78204 319 5
216pp, 23.4 x 15.6, HB

Africa-only paperback edition: £17.99, March 2014, 978 1 84701 093 3
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A New Generation of African Writers
Migration, Material Culture and Language
BRENDA CO OPER                        

Migration is a central theme of much African 
fiction written in English. This book tracks the 
journeys undertaken by a generation of African 
writers, their protagonists and the solid objects 
that populate their fiction, to depict the material 
realities of their multiple worlds and languages.
Southern Africa (South Africa, Botswana, Namibia, 
Lesotho and Swaziland): University of KwaZulu-Natal 
Press [PB]
£60.00/$99.00 November 2008

HB: 978 1 84701 507 5, PB: 978 1 84701 076 6, library e-book 978 1 84615 665 6 
192pp, 23.4 x 15.6

The Swahili Novel
Challenging the Idea of ‘Minor Literature’ 
X AVIER GARNIER                       

An overview of the Swahili novel, its place  
in a globalized world and a reflection on the 
status and dynamism of Kafka’s concept of 
‘minor literature’.
£50.00/$90.00 October 2013
978 1 84701 079 7, library e-book 978 1 78204 170 2
201pp, 23.4 x 15.6, HB

Out in Africa
Same-Sex Desire in Sub-Saharan Literatures & Cultures
CHANTAL ZABUS                         

Homophobia is still rife and it remains dangerous 
and even life-threatening to be out in Africa, but 
Chantal Zabus here traces the range of 
representations of same-sex desire in Africa 
through historic and contemporary sources.
£45.00/$80.00 November 2013
978 1 84701 082 7, library e-book 978 1 78204 197 9
e-book 978 1 78204 248 8
308pp, 23.4 x 15.6, HB

In the Name of the Mother
Reflections on Writers and Empire
NGUGI WA THIONG’O                   

Alongside the impact of his early novels and 
plays, and his more recent memoirs, these essays 
give new insights into Ngugi’s and other writers’ 
responses to colonialism – there is new material 
here for students of literature, politics and culture.
East Africa (Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and Rwanda): EAEP
£14.99/$19.95 September 2013
978 1 84701 084 1, e-book 978 1 78204 224 2
158pp, 21.6 x 14, PB

Reading Marechera
Edited by GRANT HAMILTON                      

Variously understood as literary genius and 
enfant terrible of African literature, Dambudzo 
Marechera’s work as novelist, poet, playwright 
and essayist is discussed here in relation to other 
free-thinking writers.
£19.99/$25.95 January 2013
978 1 84701 062 9, library e-book 978 1 78204 103 0
1 b/w illus.; 208pp, 23.4 x 15.6, PB

Narrating War and Peace in Africa
Edited by TOYIN FALOLA & HET T Y TER HAAR

A comprehensive volume that offers historical 
and nuanced representations of war and peace in 
Africa from the fields of African studies and 
cultural studies, linguistics, journalism and the 
media, literature, film, drama and performance, 
women’s and gender studies, and human rights.
£65.00/$85.00 October 2010
978 1 58046 330 0
3 b/w illus.; 342pp, 9 x 6, HB
Rochester Studies in African History and the Diaspora

African Articulations

Scoring Race
Jazz, Fiction and Francophone Africa
PIM HIGGINSON                     

Explores in depth how Francophone African 
authors and filmmakers have negotiated the 
French construction of jazz as the medium of an 
exoticized and radical alterity.

£50.00/$90.00 June 2017
978 1 84701 155 8, library e-book 978 1 78744 037 1
1 b/w illus.; 256pp, 23.4 x 15.6, HB
African Articulations

Africa-only paperback edition: £17.99, June 2017, 978 1 84701 177 0

Achebe and Friends at Umuahia
The Making of a Literary Elite 
TERRI O CHIAGHA                      
WINNER OF THE ASAUK FAGE & OLIVER PRIZE

The author meticulously contextualises the 
experiences of Achebe and his peers as students 
at Government College Umuahia and argues for a 
re-assessment of this influential group of 
Nigerian writers in relation to the literary culture 
fostered by the school and its tutors.
Supplementary material is available online of 
some of the original sources.  
See: http://boybrew.co/9781847011091_2

£45.00/$80.00 April 2015
978 1 84701 109 1, library e-book 978 1 78204 465 9, e-book 978 1 78204 518 2
10 b/w illus.; 216pp, 23.4 x 15.6, HB
African Articulations

Africa-only paperback edition: £17.99, April 2015, 978 1 84701 126 8
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A Death Retold in Truth and Rumour
Kenya, Britain and the Julie Ward Murder
GRACE A.  MUSILA                        

Building on existing scholarship on African 
history, narrative, gender and postcolonial 
studies, the author reveals how the Julie Ward 
murder and its attendant discourses offer insights 
into the journeys of ideas, and how these traverse 
the porous boundaries of the relationship 
between Kenya and Britain, and, by extension, 
Africa and the Global North.
This is a smart book...in its interconnectivity, in 
its insights, and in the voracious mind behind it. 

...should be assigned to upper-level classes in African studies and cultural 
studies. AFRICAN STUDIES REVIEW
Grace Musila has managed to produce what must be termed an 
academic thriller. SAFUNDI
£45.00/$80.00 November 2015
978 1 84701 127 5, library e-book 978 1 78204 590 8
1 b/w illus.; 233pp, 23.4 x 15.6, HB
African Articulations

Africa-only paperback edition: £14.99, Nov 2015, 978 1 84701 137 4

AFRICAN LITERATURE TODAY                       

ALT 35:  Focus on Egypt
Edited by ERNEST N.  EMENYONU                      

The main focus here is on Egyptian writers, 
especially those whose works have enriched 
African Literature through their depiction of 
historical, cultural and socio-political forces. 
Creativity has flourished in Arabic as well as the 
English language, producing acclaimed national 
and international writers whose thematic 
concerns have been as versatile as they have been 
controversial. Nawal El Saadawi provides a 
Preface to the volume and an interview.

£45.00/$80.00 November 2017
978 1 84701 171 8
192pp, 21.6 x 14, HB
African Literature Today

Africa-only paperback edition: £19.99, Nov 2017, 978 1 84701 170 1

ALT 34:  Diaspora  
& Returns in Fiction
Edited by ERNEST N.  EMENYONU
Guest Editors: HELEN COUSINS  
& PAULINE D OD GSON-KATIYO                

Imagined or actual returns to a “homeland” in 
African literature are examined in relation to 
changing concepts of identity, belonging, 
migration and space.

£45.00/$80.00 November 2016
978 1 84701 148 0, library e-book 978 1 78204 858 9
272pp, 21.6 x 14, HB
African Literature Today

Africa-only paperback edition: £19.99, Nov 2016, 978 1 84701 149 7

ALT 33:  Children’s Literature 
& Story-telling
Edited by ERNEST N.  EMENYONU                      

Contributors analyse the theories behind 
children’s literature, its functions and cultural 
significance, and suggest the new directions this 
literature is taking in terms of its craft, themes 
and intentions.
HEBN: Nigeria
£19.99/$25.95 November 2015
978 1 84701 132 9, library e-book 978 1 78204 602 8
e-book 978 1 78204 638 7
223pp, 21.6 x 14, PB
African Literature Today

ALT 32:  Politics & Social Justice
Edited by ERNEST N.  EMENYONU                      

Examines some of the varied African literary 
responses to politics and social justice and 
injustice under colonialism/neocolonialism.

Nigeria: HEBN
£18.99/$25.95 November 2014
978 1 84701 097 1, library e-book 978 1 78204 387 4
211pp, 21.6 x 14, PB
African Literature Today

ALT 31:  Writing Africa 
in the Short Story
Edited by ERNEST N.  EMENYONU                      

The success of the Caine Prize for African 
Writing and the growth of online publishing have 
played key roles in putting the short story in its 
rightful place within the study and criticism of 
African literature.
Nigeria: HEBN
£18.99/$25.95 November 2013
978 1 84701 081 0, library e-book 978 1 78204 196 2
191pp, 21.6 x 14, PB
African Literature Today

AFRICAN THEATRE

African Theatre 16
Eight Plays from East & West Africa
Edited by JANE PLASTOW  
& MARTIN BANHAM                        
A collection of plays and texts that give an English-reading audience 
access to key plays as well as less well-known and previously 
untranslated works - a superb resource for scholars and theatre 
practitioners.
£45.00/$90.00 November 2017
978 1 84701 172 5
10 b/w illus.; 400pp, 21.6 x 14, HB
African Theatre

Africa-only paperback edition: £19.99, Nov 2017, 978 1 84701 173 2
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African Theatre 15
China, India & the Eastern World
Edited by MARTIN BANHAM,  
JAMES GIBBS & FEMI OSOFISAN                      

Extends the study of China’s “soft power” into 
theatre studies and looks more widely at syncretic 
traditions evolving in other long-term historic 
exchanges between Asia and Africa.
£45.00/$80.00 November 2016
978 1 84701 146 6
library e-book 978 1 78204 859 6
5 b/w illus.; 264pp, 21.6 x 14, HB
African Theatre

Africa-only paperback edition: £19.99/$25.95, Nov 2016, 978 1 84701 147 3

African Theatre 14
Contemporary Women
Edited by MARTIN BANHAM,  
JAMES GIBBS & FEMI OSOFISAN
Guest Editor: CHRISTINE MATZKE

Looks at the lives, challenges and contributions of 
African women from across the continent to 
making and participating in theatre in the 21st 
century.
£19.99/$25.95 November 2015
978 1 84701 131 2
library e-book 978 1 78204 637 0
5 b/w illus.; 156pp, 21.6 x 14, PB
African Theatre

African Theatre 13
Ngugi wa Thiong’o and Wole Soyinka 
Edited by MARTIN BANHAM,  
JAMES GIBBS & FEMI OSOFISAN 
Guest Editor: KIMANI NJO GU

Directors and collaborators assess and comment 
on the production of plays by West Africa’s Nobel 
Laureate Wole Soyinka and East Africa’s most 
influential author Ngugi wa Thiong’o.
£19.99/$25.95 November 2014
978 1 84701 098 8
library e-book 978 1 78204 386 7
9 b/w illus.; 144pp, 21.6 x 14, PB
African Theatre

African Theatre 12
Shakespeare in and out of Africa
Edited by MARTIN BANHAM,  
JAMES GIBBS & FEMI OSOFISAN                      

A key volume for Shakespeare, African theatre 
and postcolonial cultural scholars, promoting 
debate on the role of Western cultural icons in 
contemporary postcolonial cultures.
£19.99/$25.95 November 2013
978 1 84701 080 3
library e-book 978 1 78204 195 5
7 b/w illus.; 208pp, 21.6 x 14, PB
African Theatre
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Boydell & Brewer is now selling eBooks  
on our website to individuals only. 
For Mobi and PDF eBooks please  

contact your usual supplier.

Please address all UK  
and international orders to:
Boydell & Brewer Sales, John Wiley & Sons Ltd, European                          
Distribution Centre, New Era Estate, 
Oldlands Way, Bognor Regis PO22 9NQ 
Tel. 01243 843 291 
Email customer@wiley.com

Please address all North American orders to:
Boydell & Brewer, Inc., 668 Mount Hope Avenue, 
Rochester NY 14620-2731, USA
Tel: 585-275-0419 Fax: 585-271-8778 
Email: boydell@boydellusa.net

Say hello  
@Boydell_Africa 

Follow us for news on literature, art and culture from 
the continent and hear about the latest releases from our 
leading African Studies imprints James Currey and the 

University of Rochester Press.
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